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A translocated
rhino gives birth in

its new home

Birthday!Birthday!
HappyHappy A

 set of little footprints recently found at the Royal
Suklaphanta Wildlife Reserve (RSWR) was a stamp of
success. It belongs to a baby Greater one-horned
Rhinoceros (Rhinoceros unicornis) and was found next to

footprints of a translocated rhino-proving once again that the animals
had successfully adapted to their new home. This heralds the second
birth among the four rhinos translocated from Royal Chitwan National
Park in 2000.

“One of the main objectives of translocation of rhinoceros from
Chitwan to Royal Bardia National Parka and Suklaphanta is to establish
new viable populations. The other objective is to save this endangered
wildlife species from unforeseen natural calamities and human induced
threats,” says Dr Chandra P Gurung, Country Representative of WWF
Nepal Program. Suklaphanta now has seven rhinoceros: four from
Chitwan, two baby rhinos born there and one that may have crossed
over from the contiguous forests on the Nepal-India border.

With this successful second birth, plans for another transfer are in
preparation. “We are researching habitat management in the wildlife
reserve for the next batch of rhinos from Chitwan next year,” says
Dr Tirtha Man Maskey, Director General of Department of National
Parks and Wildlife Conservation.
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newsbriefs
Rhino Monitoring
Kanchan Thapa, Research Officer, returned from Royal
Suklaphanta Wildlife Reserve after rhino monitoring
in RSWR in coordination with the chief warden of the
reserve. A three-member team, comprising of one
ranger, two gamescouts, and elephant drivers, was
assigned monitoring responsibilities, which will take
place thrice a week. Thapa visited Dhangadhi on
2-3 September to discuss wildlife monitoring in
Basanta Forest with the program manager and
community ranger assigned to the Basanta area by
TAL- DoF.

Anti-poaching Workshop
A workshop on Anti-poaching Operation (APO) was
organized on 9 September at Sauraha, RCNP Buffer
Zone by DNPWC with support from TAL Program.
It was attended by Dr Tirtha Man Maskey, Director
General - DNPWC, Jamuna Krishna Tamrakar,
Director General - DoF, and Dr Chandra Prasad
Gurung, Country Representative - WWF Nepal
Program. Local stakeholders, protected area staffs,
protection units, DFOs and buffer zone office bearers
participated in the workshop. The outputs of the
workshop is expected to strengthen coordination
between concerned stakeholders to undertake anti-
poaching operations effectively.

TAL meetings in the field
In conjunction with the Eco Club network, a meeting
was held at Thakurdwara, Bardia to plan detailed
activities for FY05. The co-manager, Mr Tilak Dhakal,

Forest and Species

from TAL Protected Area and Buffer Zones Program
conducted the meeting and finalized the activities.

Similar meetings were held in the Buffer Zone,
Eco Clubs, and RSWR on 10-12 September at
Kanchanpur. The planning team assessed the potential
of silkworm farming in the Jhalari area of the Buffer
Zone of RSWR. There are more than 1,300 mulberry
trees in Jhalari and more than 18,000 seedlings have
already been planted there by farmers.

Meanwhile, the TAL Critical Area Restoration
Program finalized the FY05 planning for Kanchanpur
District. A 10 km trench was dug and two new CBAO
began in Kanchanpur. In Bhajani of Kailali 225,000
fish fry were made available for fishery. Similarly, 4,100
cane seedlings were planted in Masauria in Kailai. In
Khasaulia, 1,500 NTFP seedlings were planted in this
period. At least 50, 000 NTFP seedlings were also
planted in Khata, Bardia.

A meeting with relocated people of New
Padampur, Chitwan was organized at the Armed Forest
Guard Training Center, Tikauli, to discuss on and plan
activities to be implemented in FY05. Dr Tritha Man
Maskey, Director General DNPWC, Dr Chandra
Prasad Gurung of  WWF NP, TAL Coordinator
Santosh Nepal and Field Officer Purna Kunwar were
also present at the meeting. The meeting prioritized
activities proposed for the New Padampur.

Micro-hydro initiatives in Sagarmatha
The micro-hydro initiatives in Sagarmatha took place
after a long gap. A team of engineers and a representative
of REDP/UNDP conducted a preliminary survey in
Bom Khola, Lukla to develop a micro-hydro plant
of 100 KW. This is a joint effort of WWF NP and
REDP/UNDP.

SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOODS

LFP baseline survey presentation
Livelihood Specialist Tara Prasad Gnyawali attended
LFP baseline survey (qualitative and quantitative)
presentation on 21 September 2004. The LFP
presentation was focused on gender, vulnerability, social
inclusion and livelihoods resources with their contextual
analysis.
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briefsnewsEDUCATION AND CAPACITY BUILDING

Information gathering
Mr Purna Kunwar, the Project Field Officer, TAL -
Protected Area and Buffer Zone Program, went to
Khairahani to collect information on an underground
water irrigation scheme. He also went to the National
Drilling Company at Gaindakot, Nawalparasi to hold
discussion in this regard. The feasibility study was carried
out for a deep boring water irrigation scheme for new
Padampur in Chitwan.

Organizational Assessment Training
The Organizational Assessment process was initiated
with the arrival of Heather Corrie from WWF
International to Kathmandu on 13 September. The OA
setup workshop was organized from 13-16 September.
Director of DRM Unit Dr Sarala Khaling is the Team
Leader of Organizational Assessment (OA) team, who
will lead five other individuals from WWF Nepal
Program.

Study Tour to the external Ladakh
Group of CBOs from Dolpa and KCAP returned from
a study tour to Ladakh. The Warden of Shey-Phoksundo
National Park, Mr Bharna Bahadur Thapa, Dolpa, led
the team. According to the participants, they were
fascinated to learn about community initiatives in a
number of conservation and social development activities
such as snow leopard conservation, medicinal and aromatic
plants management and home-stay tourism.

Biodiversity meet
Dr Sarala Khaling, Director - DRM Unit, attended  a
meeting on regional cooperation in biodiversity
conservation in the biodiversity hot-spots of South Asia
from 29 August-3 September at Bangalore, India.
Participants from Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar, India, US,
and the UK stressed the importance of information

Participants at a MAPs research plot inside the Field Research Laboratory in Leh, Ladakh

Conservation Comics Part I, Part II
These comic books will be distributed to Eco Clubs while handing over
the Eco Club Activity Book. Par t I of the Comic Book focuses on pollution
in mountain areas, awareness, Eco Club formation and community library,
while part II highlights the Eco Club gathering, management of pollution,
illegal hunting etc. These books highlight Eco Clubs activities conducted
in Sagarmatha Community Agro-forestry Project (SCAFP), Kangchenjunga
Conservation Area Project (KCAP) and Northern Mountains Conservation
Project (NMCP) of WWF Nepal Program.

Hot off the Press

sharing on taxonomic databases, coordination in
transboundary conservation issues, and collaboration
and capacity building in research technologies and
programs. The participants agreed on establishing a
forum to support regional bodies like the environmental
ring of SAARC in regional policy issues like CITES,
CBD, WTO, and WWSD.

Staff orientation
TAL - Protected Area and Buffer Zone Project organized
an orientation workshop on 3-4 September at
Thakurdwara, Bardia. An in-house resource person
briefed the staff about the on going RBNP, PCP,
KMTNC and TAL program. The orientation program
also discussed on the project operation manuals, PRA
tools, and the overall situation in the field.
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Documentary on Climate Change
impact on glacier, glacier lakes
and formation of GLOF events
A five member team headed to Sagarmatha area
to document the climate change impact on glacier,
glacier lakes and formation of GLOF events on
18 September. The team consisted of Payal
Shakya, Miss Nepal 2004, Sandeep Chamling Rai,
Climate Change Officer WWF Nepal Program,
Trishna Gurung, Communication Officer,
AREAS Program, Naresh Newar, Documentation
specialists and Bindya Shakya. Miss Nepal Payal
Shakya, is affiliated with WWF NP as the
Conservation Ambassador.It was when 18-year-old Payal Shakya finally

reached the summit at 5,000m and looked down
at the Imja Glacier that she realised all the hard

work was worth it. “I did it!” she shouted, “I feel like I
am on top of the world.”

Just two months earlier, she had already been to
the top of the world when she was crowned Miss
Nepal in Kathmandu. Now, as ‘Conservation
Ambassador’ for the WWF Nepal Program, Payal went
to see for herself how fragile the Himalayan
environment is and why it needs to be protected.

At first, Payal admits she was nervous about
climbing all the way to Island Peak. but she wanted to
prove to herself that she could do it, “Beauty queens
are usually considered brainless, but I wanted to show
I was different,” she says.

But Payal was beginning to feel the effects of
altitude; a severe headache and nausea. She had
pushed herself too hard to achieve her goal, and now
she took the advice of the Sherpas and immediately
descended down to Dingboche.

Payal has come a long way from winning the Little
Lady Pageant in 1993 to becoming Miss Nepal, and
behind the frail exterior she is a determined young
woman out to prove that woman can achieve anything
they set their sights on. WWF is working with Payal
to raise awareness about global warming and its effect
on Himalayan snow cover.

“We pay so little attention to climate change and
global warming, but now I realise it is very relevant to
all of us,” says Payal, “and there is nothing like being
here to see how fast the glaciers are receding.”

As soon as she returns to Kathmandu this week,
Payal will begin preparations for  participating in the
Miss World pageant in China in November. She hopes
someone in the jury there will ask her about global
warming, and adds laughing. “I have become an expert
on climate change.”

– Naresh Newar
Nepali Times, 8 - 14 Sept, 2004

ON TOP OF
THE WORLD
ON TOP OF
THE WORLD

Miss Nepal Payal Shakya (right)
heading towards Imja Glacier lake

climate Change

ITN covers climate
Mark Jordan, Senior Correspondent - ITN TV
News, London, arrived in Nepal on 29 August for
a four-day trip to film a documentary on the impact
of climate change on Nepal's Himalayan glaciers.
The documentary is part of five stories from around
the world on the impacts of climate change. Sandeep
Chamling Rai, Climate Change Officer, WWF
Nepal Program was instrumental in introducing
Mr Jordan to several experts in the field.


