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Message from the Coordinator 
Welcome to the July 2006 issue of the Australia Forest and 
Trade Network (AFTN) newsletter. This newsletter will 
provide regular updates on developments in forest certification 
and the supply, specification and use of certified forest 
products. Please feel free to pass this newsletter onto 

interested parties. 

 

 

Jana Blair 
Coordinator, 

Australia Forest & Trade 
Network 

 

 
�

 

The Global Forest and Trade Network 
The Global Forest & Trade Network or GFTN is WWF’s 
initiative to eliminate illegal logging, improve the 
management of the world's valuable and threatened forests, 
and promote credible forest certification. By providing support 
to and facilitating trade links between progressive forest 
industry companies, the GFTN seeks to create market 
conditions that will help conserve the world’s forests while 
providing economic and social benefits for the businesses and 
people that depend on them. 
 

The AFTN is the Australian arm of the GFTN (see page 6 for 
more information).  

EVENTS 
ASIA TIMBER AND FORESTRY 
21-22 August 2006 – JW Marriott Hotel Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia 

Featuring speakers from WWF-International, International 
Tropical Timber Organisation (ITTO), WWF-Malaysia, 
Malaysian Wood Industries Association and the Tropical 
Forest Foundation Indonesia amongst others 

For more information on this event go to www.abf-asia.com 

 

For more forestry and timber trade events in our region go to 
www.forestandtradeasia.org 

 

AFTN News 
AFTN Progress: 
The AFTN currently has three applicants with an increasing 
level of interest in participation from companies that cover the 
full supply chain – from timber producers though to end 
consumers and all the steps in between. 
�

GFTN Tools: 
In August the Global Forest and Trade Network (GFTN) will 
publish two publications. The second edition of The 
Responsible Purchasing Guide is geared to purchasing 
organisations wishing to develop a program of responsible 
purchasing of forest products.   

Laying out a generic approach for the development and 
implementation of a responsible purchasing policy, it is based 
on tried and tested mechanisms and on the extensive 
experience of WWF.  As the second edition of this manual, it 
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reflects the latest thinking of the GFTN and WWF on a 
number of issues. 

A companion to The Responsible Purchasing Guide, Keep It 
Legal is for use by organisations wishing to extend a program 
of responsible purchasing to further address difficulties arising 
from possible trade in “illegal” forest products. The manual 
has been developed to add detail to legality issues encountered 
by companies adopting a responsible purchasing program.  

WWF has produced this manual with the intention that it 
should become the first point of reference for all parts of the 
timber supply chain seeking to establish what represents 
current best practice with respect to buying, processing, and 
selling legal timber and timber products. It consolidates the 
efforts of many different parties, including those companies at 
the forefront of efforts to avoid use of illegally harvested 
timber. 

Both manuals are aimed at any medium-size or large 
enterprise that purchases forest products, including primary 
mills, secondary processors, importers, manufacturers, 
wholesalers, and retailers. They may also be useful to smaller 
enterprises.  

The AFTN will be running some seminars on these manuals 
once they are published. Dates and venues for the seminars 
will be circulated as the publication date draws nearer. 

 
Invitation to Australian Importers: 
The AFTN has recently received an invitation from the GFTN 
Market Enquiries Manager for interested Australian 
companies to join him in a GFTN study tour of Russia and 
China in mid-September. 

In Russia, interested companies will be introduced to 
companies in Far East Russia who are either certified or 
progressing towards certification and are interested in forging 
links with Australia as well as having an opportunity to visit 
forestry operations.  

In China, companies would be introduced to certified 
operations in Northern China as well as having the opportunity 
to meet with our Chinese FTN Manager Zhonghao. The 
Chinese trip will be scheduled either before or after the trip to 
Russia. 

If you are looking at importing from either of these countries 
now or in the future, here is an opportunity to meet certified 
companies first hand. If you are interested please contact the 
AFTN Coordinator for more information. 

�

 
 

Web page: 
The AFTN now has its own web presence please click here 
AFTN home page . The AFTN welcomes feedback on both 
the content and layout of the website and if there are any extra 
features you think may be of interest. 
 

GFTN News 
The GFTN  

• currently has 311 participants 

• consists of 24 Forest and Trade Networks 

• 50 Forest Participants managing almost 16 million 
hectares, producing 33 million m3 of round wood.  

• 129 Applicants managing 3.2m Ha, producing 6.0 
million m3 of round wood  

• 260 Trade Participants trading over 146 million m3 of 
round wood equivalent. 

Progress with market links :  
Since we first started tracking market links over 2 years ago 
we have achieved the following:  

• 267 enquiries have been generated, with an estimated 
value of over US$276 million.  

•  109 of these 267 enquiries are now market links (2 
FTN companies trading). This business is estimated to 
be in excess of US$63 million.  

• Of the 109 market links, 31 were entirely new and were 
generated through buyers having to meet their action 
plans and having to find new suppliers. The other 78 
links were between companies who previously traded 
and now both operate inside GFTN.  

 
News from the Regions 
Copies of the a full participants list can be downloaded from 
the GFTN website www.panda.org/gftn 

General 
25 May, 2006  

ITTO release report “Status of Tropical Forest 
Management 2005” Mexico City – The most comprehensive 
analysis of the status of tropical forest management ever 
conducted has documented a significant increase in the 
“sustainable management” of tropical forests worldwide since 
1988. But the report released today by the International 
tropical Timber Organisation (ITTO) warns that some 95 
percent of the forests remain unprotected – and progress will 
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be fleeting unless the international community ensures that 
nations benefit economically from maintaining their tropical 
forests. 

The ITTO report, which exhaustively probes the state of 
tropical forestry in 33 countries in Asia, the Pacific, Latin 
America, the Caribbean and Africa, shows that the area of 
sustainably managed tropical forests has expanded from less 
than one million hectares (2.4 million acres) in 1988 to at least 
36 million hectares (87 million acres) in 2005. 

“Today we do know that a total area of tropical forest about 
the size of Germany is in good hands,” said Manoel Sobral 
Filho, executive Director of ITTO. “It is clear, however, that 
the security of most tropical forests is still in great jeopardy, 
which demonstrates a collective failure to understand that 
forests can generate considerable economic value without 
being destroyed.” 

The report finds that the amount of forest land being managed 
sustainably comprises less than 5 percent of the 814 million 
hectares surveyed by the report – two-thirds of all natural 
tropical forests in the world. 

The Japan-based ITTO is the world’s main international 
agency charged with promoting the sustainable management, 
use and trade of tropical forest resources. The report, “Status 
of tropical Forest Management 2005”, will be released at the 
40th session of the International Tropical Timber Council, 
which is meeting 29 May-2 June in Merida, Yucatan, Mexico. 

“Sustainable management” makes it possible to maintain a 
forest without degrading its values, while allowing society to 
befit from its resources. 

“In order to protect our world’s last remaining forests, 
countries must put in place effective forest management plans 
and monitor and report on their progress,” said ITTO’s 
Steventors. “This is the most comprehensive survey ever 
conducted on the success or otherwise of countries to do so.” 

Tropical forests have been under threat for several decades. 
Currently, some 12 million hectares of tropical forest are 
cleared every year to make way for agriculture, pastures and 
other non-forest uses, with many more hectares degraded by 
unsustainable/illegal logging and other poor land-use 
practices. 

ITTO’s analysis, reflecting four years of work, provides 
important new information on tropical forest management. It 
incorporates data submitted by ITTO countries, as well as 
information collected from a variety of other sources, 
including independent ITTO missions to member countries, 
interviews with forestry experts, government officials, 
industry, and NGOs, as well as assessments made by the 

United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), 
Global Forest Watch and other international organizations. 
The report evaluates forest status country-by-country, as well 
as by region, and globally. 

 “A fact is worth five theories – and this latest study from 
ITTO gives us some valuable facts on subjects that are 
bedevilled by conflicting theories,” said Professor Jeff Sayer, 
Senior Associate with the conservation organization, WWF.  

The 814 million hectares examined in the ITTO report 
represent the total area of natural tropical forests that meet the 
ITTO definition of “permanent forest estate.” According to 
ITTO, lands are considered permanent forest estate if 
landowners (mainly governments) intend to manage them for 
sustainable production or as protected areas. Under sustainable 
production, timber harvesting and other revenue-generating 
activities (such as collecting fruits, nuts and medicinal plants) 
are allowed, but must not destroy the forests. Those forests 
maintained as protected areas are those where landowners will 
endeavour to maintain the forest’s pristine state.   

Gaps in Plans vs. Action on the Ground  

Unlike any other forestry report, the ITTO document assesses 
the effectiveness of ambitious plans to bring sustainable 
management practices to large areas of timber-producing 
tropical forests, and comments on the extent to which forests 
that are supposedly managed as protected areas are actually 
being protected. What the report found was a significant gap 
between words and deeds.   

For example, ITTO’s analysis reveals that tropical countries 
have developed plans for managing 27 percent of the 353 
million hectares designated as production forests. In reality, 
however, only about 25 million hectares, or about 7 percent of 
those forests, are being managed sustainably, according to the 
ITTO report. 

 “It is far easier for forest operators to make a plan than it is 
for them to implement it, even if they intend to,” said Johnson. 
“Companies can appear to comply with requirements for 
sustainable management, while continuing to employ poor 
logging practice and to run the forests into the ground. Keen 
oversight is needed.” 

The gaps were apparent in all regions. In Asia and the Pacific, 
ITTO estimates that only 14.3 million hectares of production 
forest are being sustainably managed, though on paper some 
55 million hectares are covered by management plans. In 
Africa, the comparable figures are 10 million under 
management plans versus 4.3 million actually sustainably 
managed, while in Latin America and the Caribbean, the gap 
is 31 million versus 6.5 million.  
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With regard to forests designated as protected areas, a 
relatively small percentage is covered by management plans. 
Of the 461 million hectares of forests that are supposed to be 
protected, ITTO members have developed plans for 18 million 
hectares or 3.9 percent, and have implemented them on about 
11 million hectares or 2.4 percent. Most of the forests under 
active protection lie in the Asia/Pacific (5.1 million hectares) 
and the Latin America/Caribbean regions (4.3 million 
hectares). In Africa, ITTO found only 1.7 million hectares of 
tropical forest with viable protection plans. 

The full report is available at: www.itto.or.jp 

 

Asia 
In our region the Global Forest and Trade Network has 
chapters in China, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia and Vietnam. 

11 July 2006 

Indonesian Timber Company Fails to Protect High-Valued 
Forests�- WWF Indonesia  A new WWF monitoring report 
reveals that Asia Pulp & Paper (APP) continues to threaten 
forests in Indonesia that are important to both wildlife and 
people, despite earlier commitments and pledges made by the 
company to its buyers. According to the report, the company 
has been responsible for some 80,000 ha of natural forest loss 
every year, equivalent to roughly one-half of the Indonesia 
province of Riau’s annual forest loss since 2002. 

 

Sumatran tiger  - (c) WWF / Frédy MERCAY 
For the full report and more information go to 
www.forestandtradeasia.org 

 

28 March 2006 

WWF welcomes the launch of Forest Stewardship Council 
in China  Beijing, China – The Forest Stewardship Council 
(FSC), an independent, non-government organization aimed at 
promoting responsible forest management, has launched an 
initiative in China that marks the first formal steps toward the 

development of a forest certification scheme within the 
country. 

China is a major player in the global forest products market, 
both as a producer and consumer. Its market for industrial 
timber, pulp and paper is the second largest in the world, 
outranked only by the United States. It has relatively limited 
forest resources and a great potential for increases in 
consumption of wood and timber products. 

Given China’s massive role in the world’s timber market, the 
FSC initiative in China is a critical strategy for mitigating the 
destructive environmental impacts of poor forest management 
on a worldwide scale. In addition, China is increasingly 
exporting wood in value-added products so a growing share of 
its wood imports represents the ecological footprint of end-
consumers in other countries. 

“We are very pleased to see that the FSC China National 
Initiative has launched as a result of full cooperation amount 
multi-stakeholders and that an independent, fair and open 
consultation process will lead to an FSC-recognised China 
Forest Certification Standard in the near future,” said Dermot 
O’Gorman, WWF China’s country representative. 

In 2003, WWF China and the Chinese Academy of Forestry 
(CAF) paved the way for the FSC China Initiative by co-
initiating the FSC China Working Group. The Working Group 
consisted of 107 representatives from aboard spectrum of 
society, including government, academia, forest management 
units, timber processing enterprises, social groups and other 
NGO’s. 

“The working group’s members represent a truly multi-
stakeholder effort,” added O’Gorman. “Their objectives are to 
enhance the development of forest certification in China, 
create synergies between regional forest certification systems 
and the international system, and encourage public 
involvement in the process of forest certification through 
seminars, trainings and publications.” 

Recently, the group elected an 18-person FSC China Working 
Group Council that will, lead to the development of Chain’s 
certifications standards and recognized internationally by FSC. 

Founded in 1993, FSC’s mission is to promote 
environmentally appropriate, socially beneficial and 
economically viable management of the world’s forests. 
Introduced as a tool to motivate enterprises to produce and 
market products from sustainably managed forest, forest 
certification can not only establish standards for forest 
practices and management, but also educate both producers 
and consumers and enhance their participation in 
environmental protection. 
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Jiang provincial government to foster responsible forestry 
through promoting forest certification. Besides capacity 
building and field research, WWF has provided technical and 
financial support to the Youhao Forestry Bureau in the 
province. In January 2005, the Bureau, with a total forest area 
of 24,000 ha, became China’s first state-owned forest to be 
certified under the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) scheme. 

“By stepping up its efforts in China, the FSC standards to play 
an important role in improving how forests are managed not 
only in China, but across the globe, “said O’Gorman. 

 

For more news about Forest and Trade networks in the Asian-
Pacific region please go to www.forestandtradeasia.org. 

Africa 
20 Jun 2006 
Timber companies join WWF's responsible forest 
management network in Congo Yaoundé, Cameroon – 
Three major logging companies have joined WWF’s Central 
Africa Forest & Trade Network (CAFTN), agreeing to 
sustainably manage up to 700,000ha of natural forest in the 
Congo Basin. 

Under an agreement signed with WWF, the three new CAFTN 
members — Groupe Decolvenaere, Pallisco and 
Transformation Reef Cameroon (TRC) — have committed 
their companies to responsible forest management and to 
obtaining Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certification for 
their operations and supplies.  

 “We are well engaged and aim at attaining the highest 
possible level of good forest management,” said Michel 
Rougeron, Director of Pallisco. “The prospect of a credible 
certification of our forest management and our products helps 
us to move ahead with this engagement.” 

These key timber producers are the first in the region to join 
the newly launched CAFTN, a branch of WWF’s Global 
Forest & Trade Network (GFTN). By becoming members, the 
companies receive technical assistance from WWF and 
partners to help them achieve certification for their forestry 
practices. The network monitors their progress and provides 
market links to purchasers of legally-produced and certified 
products.  

“In The Netherlands as well as in other European countries, 
the timber market demands more and more FSC certified 
products," said Paul Reef, Director General of Transformation 
Reef Cameroun. "With WWF support within the framework of 
CAFTN, we are hoping to be able to supply FSC certified 
wood not long from now." 

The commitment of these companies to work toward certified 
forestry is a significant milestone in the socio-economic 
development of Cameroon and the well-being of the local 
population. By embracing sustainable forest management, 
these companies will also be contributing to the conservation 
of Congo Basin forests, the second largest tropical forest in the 
world.  

 

GFTN Secretariat tour TRC operations in Douala 
 © WWF/ Jana Blair 

One of the world’s largest remaining areas of intact 
rainforests, Congo Basin forests are a haven for indigenous 
peoples, provide habitat for endangered species like elephants 
and gorillas, sequester carbon, and safeguard water quality. 

“WWF is convinced that the adoption of sustainable forest 
management schemes by these companies will contribute 
greatly to the conservation of the Congo Basin forests for the 
benefit of the people and also the wildlife,” said Laurent 
Somé, Regional Representative of WWF in Central Africa.  

WWF recognizes that responsible forest management and 
sustainable commercialization of wood plays an important role 
in the economic growth of tropical countries and poverty 
reduction strategies for people dependent on the forest for 
their livelihoods.  

“The development of markets for credibly certified tropical 
wood will contribute to improving the national economy and 
also improve livelihoods of local communities,” added Elie 
Hakizumwami, WWF's CAFTN coordinator.  

END NOTES:  
• The Congo Basin forests contain more than half of Africa's 
animal species, including most of the forest elephants left in 
the continent and the entire world population of lowland 
gorilla. They also provide food, materials and shelter to some 
20 million people. Estimates indicate that the region loses 1.5 
million hectares of forests each year due mainly to illegal and 
destructive logging. Other threats include poaching and 
smuggling of wildlife, and the illicit bush meat trade. If 
present trends continue, two-thirds of the Congo Basin forests 
could be lost within fifty years.  
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• Pallisco-CIFM, a French-owned company operating in 
Cameroon since 1972, is managing five forest concessions 
totalling about 300,000ha in the eastern part of the country. It 
exports timber to Spain and France, as well as to GFTN 
members in the UK.  
• Decolvenaere Cameroon, daughter company of Belgium-
based Decolvenaere – a member of the Belgian Forest & 
Trade Network – is operating two forest concessions totalling 
about 138,000ha in the south-east of Cameroon. It mainly sells 
timber to Belgium and the Netherlands, where its customers 
include a GFTN member company.  
• Transformation Reef Cameroon (TRC) is a subsidiary of 
Dutch company Reef Hout, a founding member of the 
Netherlands Forest & Trade Network. Transformation Reef 
Cameroon is managing four logging concessions totalling 
about 270,000ha in the Coastal and Central Provinces of 
Cameroon, and sells timber to several GFTN members in The 
Netherlands.  
 

FSC News 
20 Jun 2006 
FSC Australia Update –from Michael Spencer 
FSC continues its development in Australia as a tool for 
choosing products from responsibly managed forests.  The 
organisation has now applied for incorporation as a not for 
profit organisation with 30 foundation members.  The 
membership comprises major forest product companies, paper 
and printing companies as well as peak environmental 
organisations, smaller community organisations and 
individuals.   

Growth of the organisation has stimulated interest from forest 
management companies with a steady flow of inquiries 
regarding FSC certification of forests and plantations.  The 
FSC Chain of Custody system in Australia has doubled in the 
past six months with significant growth in the paper and 
printing sector as well as downstream businesses producing 
solid wood products. 

 Priorities for the new organisation will be marketing and the 
development of FSC brand awareness as well as the 
development of Australian FSC national standards.  The 
Interim Board of FSC Australia has established a working 
group chaired by Kevin O'Conner (Timbercorp) with Sean 
Cadman (Wilderness Society) and Frank Strie (Timber 
Workers for Forests) as deputies to lead the standards 
development process.  The Board is aiming to produce an 
information paper on the standards development process by 
late August and to undertake one or more public meetings 
during October.  Following the public meeting, the working 
group will be expanded to include a wide range of 

stakeholders interests and progress development of one or 
more national standards.   It is expected that FSC will open a 
register for stakeholders interested in being informed or taking 
part in the process. 

For more information or to become involved contact Michael 
Spencer on mailto:info@fscaustralia.org 

 

What is the AFTN? 
The Australia Forest and Trade Network (AFTN) is the local 
arm of the Global Forest and Trade Network (GFTN) set up 
by WWF to assist and encourage Australian businesses to 
support responsible forestry. 

Participants in the AFTN support responsible forestry by  
implementing a timber and paper purchasing policy and time-
bound action plan that identifies and, as quickly as possible, 
ends the purchase of forest products from illegal or 
controversial sources and continuously increases the amount 
of product sourced from “known”, “legal”, “verified legal”, 
“progressing toward certification” and “certified” sources. 

The AFTN is open to all Australian businesses that produce, 
supply or use timber and paper and who are seeking to support 
responsible forest management. 

The benefits of participation are: 

• Assistance in developing and implementing a 
practical, responsible timber and paper purchasing 
policy; 

• Access to a global network of like-minded businesses 
and organisations, including producers and suppliers, 
that are committed to supporting responsible forestry; 

• Guidance in assessing the value and credibility of 
different forest and chain of custody certification 
schemes; 

• Improved risk management on a major environmental 
issue for many businesses; and 

• Demonstrate to shareholders, employees, regulators 
and other stakeholders an enhanced corporate 
reputation. 

 

AFTN Assistance 

Certification Assistance 
Contact Jana Blair, Australia Forest and Trade Network 
Coordinator. jblair@wwf.org.au 
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To find accredited FSC certifiers search on www.fsc.org 

Group Certification: Group Certification for Forests (2002) 
www.proforest.net/publications 

How to find FSC Certified Timber 
Lodge a “Market enquiry” with your AFTN Coordinator. 
These enquires are forwarded to all members of the GFTN 
on a quarterly basis. 

Global search for FSC certified timer and products: 
www.certifiedwood.org.  This database allows you to search 
by type of timber and timber species, by product type and 
supply chain position and country. 
On www.fsc-info.org you can search for FSC certified species 
all over the world. Search mechanisms include species, tenure 
and country. 

Global search for FSC Forest management and Chain of 
Custody certificate holders: www.fsc-info.org 
 
On www.certifiedwood.org you can confirm the certification 
status of a company. 
 
Global search for FSC certified forests: 
www.certifiedwood.org The advantage of this certified forest 
list is the contact details like telephone numbers are included. 
 
The most up to date information on which forests and 
companies are certified can be found on the main FSC 
International website www.fsc.org, however this information 
is mainly aimed at providing an overview rather then to 
establish contact. 

 

Publications 
The AFTN has the following publications available in both 
hard and soft copy: 

• AFTN Fact Sheet 

• Responsible Purchasing Guide - Summary 

• FSC Certification – An Introductory Guide 

• FSC Principles and Criteria – A Framework for Forest 
Management 

• FSC Certification: Chain of Custody – A Technical Guide 
for Manufacturers and Suppliers 

• Controlled Wood – A Guide for Avoiding 
Environmentally and Socially Damaging Wood 

Please contact Jana Blair should you require copies. 

Background and Facts 
The Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) is currently the only 
credible, globally applicable timber certification system 
supported by WWF. The FSC label makes it possible for 
buyers to choose forest products that come from forests 
managed to the highest environmental and social standards 
and from legal sources. As a global system FSC offers market 
incentives for improving forest management around the world. 

Further details on 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) www.fsc.org 
Global Forest and Trade Network  www.panda.org/gftn  
Forest For Life Programme, WWF 
www.panda.org/forests4life 

NGO Positions on Certification systems 
Footprints in the Forest (2004) –  
In depth report on Canadian Standard’s Association (CSA), 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC), Programme for the 
Endorsement of Forest Certification (PFEC), Sustainable 
Forestry Initiative (SFI), Australian Forestry Standard (AFS), 
Sistema Brazileiro de Certificacao Florestal (CERFLOR), 
Certifacion Forestal (Certfor) and the Malaysian Timber 
Certification Council (MTCC). 
www.fern.org 

Make your own judgement about Certification 
Schemes 
Assessing Forest Certification: A Practical Guide (2002) 
http://www.proforest.net/publications 
 
WWF Forest Position Statements 
WWF works on forest conservation through a multiplicity of 
approaches and strategies. WWF Position Statements on the 
following issues are available on WWF’s web-site 
www.panda.org/about_wwf/what_we_do/forests/publications_
/position_papers/index.cfm 
 
• Forest Protected Areas 
• High Conservation Value Forests 
• Forest Certification 
• Certification Schemes (FSC and PEFC) 
• Forest Plantations 
• Climate Change and Forest Carbon Sequestration 
• Forest Conversion 
• Illegal Logging and Crime 
• Forest Fires 
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WWF World Bank Alliance 
The World Bank/WWF Alliance was formed in 1998 and 
draws on the comparative institutional strengths of the partner 
institutions: 
• The Banks’ access to policy dialogue, convening power, 

analytical capacity and financing operations; 
• WWF’s strong field presence, private sector partnerships, 

public trust and forest conservation experience. 

By combining the strengths of the Bank and WWF, the 
alliance aims to bring about: 

• 50 million hectares of new forest protected areas;  
• 50 million hectares of existing, but highly threatened 

forest protected areas secured under effective 
management;  

• 200 million hectares of production forests under 
independently certified sustainable management. 

For more information on the World Bank/WWF Alliance go to 
www.forest-alliance.org 

 

 

For Further Information 
For more information and to be sent an AFTN application 
form please contact: Jana Blair on  jblair@wwf.org.au 

The AFTN welcomes your response to information published 
in the Bulletin, write to jblair@wwf.org.au. 

For more information on the work of WWF-Australia please 
go to: www.wwf.org.au  


