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Message from the Country Representative

We turn a new leaf this year with The Abraham Conservation Awards,
The Matthew Preece and Yeshi Choden Lama Young Conservation Leader
Awards and WWF Media in Conservation Award. Over the years, these
awards have celebrated the zest and achievements of conservationists,
local communities and journalists in conservation in Nepal. They also
serve as a motivation to new aspirants in this field to keep pushing the
envelope in conservation initiatives.

This year, we introduce you to a new chapter in this tradition of
conservation excellence. And as we turn the spotlight on our achievers,
we hope their stories shine a light within you to join us in building

a cleaner, greener and vibrant Nepal.

Anil Manandhar
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ABRAHAM CONSERVATION AWARDS: INDIVIDUAL
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Renu Shah

Outgoing Chairperson

Bufferzone Management Committee
KTWR. Jagatpur-8 Saptari

Ms. Shah was the Chairperson of
Bufferzone Management Committee of
Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve (KTWR).
She is also affiliated with other civil society
organizations and has been active in the
field of conservation for several years. She
has played a key role in the initiation and
implementation of bufferzone programs
in the KTWR. Her contribution has been
instrumental in mobilizing people in the
conservation of wildlife and their habitat
to achieve the objectives of KTWR. Ms.
Shah has been pivotal in helping backward
communities to heighten conservation
awareness and improve their livelihood.

3] AT

Ud 3RERIRT, AEadi A Ra32ATUol
Jfdifa. RN ey aersioq 3R
Sloraygz-c, AW

I 9 FAT a0 A=A ARE AeAAd!
&7 AT AT AAET Tare |
SET A F T T AWRE FHTSTAT
qf HTag gIEs | A& SAAT e AT
afefg T B ATS AU F | A
P T TSI ARET HEFAAT &
fHaE TATH @ | PR a0 q=Iei]
AP Igq AR AT A=A

% fqFeh! ATaEATTH FREUHT A
I TEhT B | ATHT &bl fTsfeuet
FHETIAT FEW =TT TGS T B
qHEH TEHE TH B |




el L =

Hirulal Dangaura
Agriculture, Thapapur VDC Ward#2 Kailali

Mr. Dangaura’s passion for conservation was kindled in his early years itself when he
became the president of his school Eco Club. As president of the regional Eco Club for
three years and the president of the Dolphin Club for eight years, he gathered much
experience in the field of conservation. He has led the mobilization of students for
conservation activities and distribution of outreach materials. He has contributed to
vulture conservation through his efforts to promote Meloxicam to reduce the usage of
the veterinarian drug Diclofenac which has been gravely affecting the population of
vultures. Mr. Dangaura’s catapult/slingshot collection program for bird conservation
has appeared often in local newspapers for its effectiveness. For the last two years, he
has been mobilizing the youth from many VDCs in his district to produce street plays
to spread awareness regarding biodiversity conservation. He has also brought together
youth clubs and women societies for the cause of conservation through activities like
roadside plantation of saplings.
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Rupak Maharjan
Park Ranger, Chitwan National Park, Kasara Chitwan

Mr. Maharjan joined the Chitwan National Park (CNP) as a Park Ranger in 2000 and
began to work in the anti-poaching unit. He led several anti-poaching operations that
were crucial in arresting professional rhino/tiger poachers. He is also actively involved
in Rhino Translocation Nepal, Rhino Count and even Tiger census 2009. As an Anti-
Poaching Operation Coordinator in CNP, Mr. Maharjan has contributed tremendously
to Rhino and Tiger conservation through successful information gathering on future
poaching plans and proper understanding of poaching strategies which resulted in the
numerous arrests of poachers. Last year itself, his efforts resulted in the arrest of 35
rhino poachers including some notorious names in different areas of CNP.

Mr. Maharjan has also conducted educational workshops and campaigns to promote
people’s participation in conservation and has conducted research in the field of species
conservation and environmental maintenance.
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Bhakta B Raskoti
Researcher, Pokharathok, 9 Arghakhanchi

Mr. Raskoti has been tirelessly involved in species conservation for the past decade. His
main focus has been on wild orchids of Nepal which are endangered and listed in CITES
Appendix II. He has reported 16 orchids’ species as new records of flora of Nepal, of
which four are new to plant science itself. He has authored The Orchids of Nepal’
which is a collection of holistic information of three hundred species of orchids in
Nepal and includes their importance, ecology and conservation status. The information
in his book is based on his ten-year long field research. He has also published several
research papers in national and international scientific journals. At the grassroot

level, Mr. Raskoti has been actively working with rural communities of western Nepal,
especially in Palpa, Arghakhanchi and Gulmi, to conserve the irreplaceable orchids in
their natural habitat. He has been conducting various awareness programs in schools
and local communities to protect orchids from factors such as deforestation, illegal
trade and over-exploitation for medicinal and ornamental use.
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Kishore C Gautam
District Forest Officer, Department of Forests
District Forest Office, Dang

Mr. Gautam has had more than 22 years of experience at the forestry services of the
Government of Nepal. On December 2008, he was deputed as the District Forest
Officer in Dang. Almost immediately, he started to mobilize the District Forestry
Sector Monitoring Committee (DFSMC), a multi-stakeholder committee supportive
for planning and monitoring of forestry sector in the district. He proposed to increase
the price of forest products, charging at least an additional 50% of the royalty rate.
His strategies have proven beneficial for both the GoN and the local communities.
His achievement of being able to restore the forest area by controlling/evacuating
illegal encroachment, especially at Karri Banghsuri CF, has been widely recognized
throughout the Department of Forests.
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ABRAHAM CONSERVATION AWARDS: ORGANIZATION
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Jatayu Restaurant Manangement Committees, Nawalparasi
Laukhani, Kawasoti-1, Nawalparasi

As the first ‘community-managed vulture restaurant in the world’, Jatayu Restaurant
Manangement Committee has become a success story to be replicated in many other
sites. While the numbers of vultures have plummeted alarmingly in the past decade
in South Asia, this committee has not only halted the decline but also increased the
vulture population locally. An ‘old cows’ home’ is maintained by the committee

and the cows that die are left out for the vultures to feed on. The average number of
vultures arriving per feed has increased from 82 in 2002 to 116 in 2009. This model
is being replicated in other sites in Nepal and in India and Pakistan as well. The local
community has co-funded many conservation efforts as they have benefited immensely.
The Jatayu Restaurant attracts tourists and researchers alike who are provided

with home stays, and local nature guides also get an opportunity to earn an income.
The basis of this project was used for developing the in-situ conservation plan of
Government of Nepal’s ‘Vulture Conservation Action Plan for Nepal 2009-2013’.
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Jatayu Restaurant Manangement Committee, Rupandehi
Ward #1, Gaidatal, Rupandehi, Lumbini

This committee was established to conserve critically endangered species of vultures
with the participation of the local people. Their greatest achievement has been to
have changed people’s perception towards vultures from a sign of bad luck to that

of an important creature helping us keep our environment clean. There has been an
increment of vulture nests from 17 in 2008 to 25 in 2010. Awareness level regarding
the ecological importance of vultures and factors posing threat to their population has
increased among the local people, especially among students and those of veterinary
professions. The local people have benefited with various livelihood and capacity
enhancement trainings. In a short period of time, the restaurant has been able to
attract the attention and participation of local people in conservation and has led to
some important achievements in vulture conservation.
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WWF MEDIA IN CONSERVATION AWARDS
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Umid Baghchand
Journalist

BBC Nepali Sewa
Dhangadhi Municipality-1

Mr. Baghchand has been pursuing
journalism for the past 20 years and is a
renowned journalist in the Far-Western
Development Region of Nepal. He is
currently a regional reporter for the BBC
Nepali Service and is also the president
of Far-Western Media Development
Centre, Kailali. He has been raising
issues of encroachment and timber
smuggling in Kailali and Kanchanpur
districts through the BBC Nepali Sewa
and the local FM, and has also written
on these issues in the local papers. He
has trained as many as 50 journalists on
biodiversity conservation, who actively
report on the same.
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Ramesh Prasad Bhushal
Journalist
Hosrangdi-2, Parbat

Mr. Bhushal is one of the leading environment reporters of The Himalayan Times.

He has an academic background of M.Sc. in Environmental Science and has been
rigorously reporting on conservation issues. He has also produced and presented many
radio programs. His article titled “Cash on Forest to Combat Climate Change” received
the regional award from ICIMOD this year, for which journalists from eight SAARC
countries were competing.
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Anand Chaudhary
Vulture Conservation Officer
PO Box 12465, Kathmandu

Mr. Chaudhary’s Master’s Degree in
Zoology included a thesis on ground beetles
and resulted in the first record of the genus
Platyderus from Nepal. His professional
career in conservation started in 2005
when he joined the Terai Arc Landscape
Program. On joining Bird Conservation
Nepal in 2008, the Vulture Conservation
Program has expanded commendably
under his leadership. In March 2010 he
won the Future Conservationist Award
from the Conservation Leadership Program
and was the first Nepali to win the award

in its 25-year history. He was instrumental
in developing the concept of ‘Vulture Safe
Zone’ which has resulted in a paradigm
shift in vulture conservation, and is in the
process of being replicated internationally.
He has also been nominated for the
Fulbright Scholarship to study Conservation
Biology in the United States.







Why we are here
To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.
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