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In the Focus: Credible 
Certification  

Editorial: Avoiding the Smoke and 
Mirrors of Certification  
By Duncan Pollard, Head of the WWF 
European Forest Programme 
 
The last six months have produced a flurry of 
activity in the debate on forest certification, 
with new insights and developments that it is 
now time to reflect upon.  
 
WWF's own study carried out with the World 
Bank, the QACC, has provided a 
comprehensive assessment of the differences 
between how FSC and PEFC are actually 
applied in different countries. The study has 
highlighted the real differences between FSC 
and PEFC. In addition and importantly, 
there is now the evidence of real differences 
and inconsistencies within PEFC.  
 
There is however only a limited insight that 
we were able to gain by looking at procedure 
manuals. Testing actual implementation on 
the ground is an integral part of any audit 
process. The refusal of PEFC to submit to 
this level of scrutiny in the QACC process 
prevented a truly rigorous analysis, but also 
sent a serious message to all those interested 
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in making real progress in understanding the 
differences between the schemes.  
 
The CPET process in the UK is no doubt a 
significant milestone in the certification 
debate. Governments should follow the lead 
of the UK in investigating systems, but not 
fall into the same traps. They need to include 
social issues and look at delivery on the 
ground, both of which were omitted by the 
UK government. 
 
The changes to its documentation made by 
PEFC to be able to meet the requirements of 
the UK Government public procurement 
requirements are notable. These changes 
build upon those made over the last few 
years in response to NGO criticism of PEFC 
in 2001 and show a steady improvement. 
However, the speed and ease with which the 
documents were changed do illustrate why 
the attention of those interested in assessing 
which certification scheme is credible has 
now moved onto what is happening in the 
forest. 
 
Smartwood have recently released a study 
which illustrates well the positive impact that 
FSC certification has had on both the 
environment and people in 21 countries. This 
confirms WWF's own analysis carried out in 
Europe earlier this year. No comparative 
study of PEFC is possible as there is no 
public information available, though PEFC's 
auditors in Germany do state publicly that 
"PEFC certification... does not improve 
forest management significantly". In other 
places auditing is not in place and 
certification has become a badge of 
convenience. 
 
So where does that leave us? There is no 
doubt that forest owners with a PEFC 
certificate in many European countries 
genuinely believe that they are doing a good 

job of managing their forests. Many are. 
They are probably closer to the standard of 
the FSC than they realise. Yet they are now 
part of a global system that: issues 
certificates in Europe without audits or 
without a request to be certified; certifies the 
conversion of valuable, unique natural 
forests in e.g. Australia; and certifies forests 
in e.g. South America that have severe social 
issues associated with them. 
 
Companies claim to be having difficulty 
applying a consistent certification policy 
across all of their countries of operations. 
They would find it easier to focus on their 
values and then match these to the different 
schemes. There might be some surprising 
results - the benefits of the social aspects of 
FSC is a clearly overlooked area that 
companies would do well to focus on.  
 
As for WWF, the direction in Europe is clear. 
FSC is the system that best meets WWF´s 
criteria for credible certification. It is now 
time to move on from analysing schemes - we 
now need to focus on what the schemes 
deliver in the forest, and the message that 
they deliver to consumers.  
 
Duncan Pollard 

 

New Insights on Credible Certification 
in Europe 

Late July WWF updated its evaluation of 
credible forest certification in Europe. This 
follows the completion of a series of three 
studies that WWF has been involved in. This 
has provided insights into how the two forest 
certification systems, FSC and PEFC, 
perform and deliver against key elements 
WWF considers important for a system's 
credibility.  
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WWF has identified three key elements 
which it considers to be important in 
determining the credibility of certification 
schemes (operating at a national level) and 
certification systems (which provide the 
international framework). These are 

• whether the scheme drives significant 
improvements in forest management on the 
ground;  
 
• whether the scheme design meets, as a 
minimum, WWF's core values on 
meaningful and equitable participation of all 
major stakeholder groups, reliable and 
independent assessment, certification 
decisions free of conflicts of interest, 
transparency in decision making and 
reporting; and  
 
• whether the system delivers consistency 
across countries. 
 
The three studies that were used for gaining 
insights on the differences between FSC and 
PEFC and determining if they meet WWF's 
requirements are: 

  
1. The WWF/World Bank Alliance trial of 
the Questionnaire for Assessing the 
Comprehensiveness of Certification 
Schemes/Systems (QACC) in 12 European 
countries;  
 
2. The parallel certification test conducted by 
UPM in Europe and Canada; and  
 
3. An analysis of Corrective Action Requests 
(CAR) of FSC and PEFC across six 
countries in Europe, carried out by WWF. 
 
The findings from these studies have for the 
first time highlighted key differences and 

similarities between individual national 
schemes. While they indicated improvements 
in both FSC and PEFC throughout Europe 
over the last five years, these studies also 
confirmed that significant differences still 
exist between the two.  

These studies clearly demonstrate that: 

• FSC meets the abovementioned three key 
elements of fundamental importance to 
WWF.  

• PEFC demonstrated inconsistency, was 
more difficult to measure due to lack of 
transparency, and, in most cases, was 
inferior to FSC.  

WWF can therefore only recommend FSC to 
consumers, forest owners, governments, 
companies, financial institutions and other 
concerned stakeholders as delivering on 
credible forest certification.  
 
“The QACC findings, the CAR analysis and 
the insights from the UPM field test clearly 
indicate the difference in quality between the 
schemes and the systems on values of 
fundamental importance to WWF. FSC is the 
system that best meets WWF´s criteria for 
credible certification,” said Duncan Pollard, 
Head of the WWF European Forest 
Programme.  
 
“Despite positive improvements within 
several certification schemes in the last few 
years, the results of the tests show that the 
different PEFC schemes are highly 
inconsistent in quality and 
comprehensiveness and that PEFC as a 
system cannot guarantee well-managed 
forests. This makes it impossible for WWF 
to recommend PEFC to forest managers, 
buyers and consumers, even though 
individual PEFC national schemes like the 
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UK and Sweden perform better than other 
PEFC national schemes,” added Per 
Rosenberg, Director of the WWF Global 
Forest and Trade Network.  

While making these conclusions, WWF also 
acknowledges that both FSC and PEFC need 
improvements. FSC needs to improve 
notably in its approach to interim standards. 
PEFC needs to improve across a range of 
issues, in particular on transparency of 
decision-making and reporting, balanced and 
equitable stakeholder participation, reliable 
assessment, and removal of conflicts of 
interests.  
 
It specifically needs to improve on its ability 
to demonstrate improvements on the ground. 
It also needs to develop a consistent 
approach across countries. While some 
national PEFC schemes were better in 
performance than other PEFC national 
schemes, the common use of the PEFC logo 
does not allow buyers to differentiate 
between them.  
 
In those countries where there is still conflict 
between schemes WWF will support, as 
appropriate, the preparation of a National 
Standard which can be recognised by both 
FSC and PEFC.  

“We will use these insights from the 
European studies to revise WWF's forest 
certification policy,” said Nils Hager, WWF 
International's Manager for forest 
certification issues.T  

TFor a detailed WWF background note on credible certification 
in Europe and more information on the three mentioned tests 
go to the forest newsroom on panda.org; Press release July 
21 2005 
http://www.panda.org/about_wwf/what_we_do/forests/news/n
ews.cfm?uNewsID=22050 T T 

New UK Public Timber Procurement 
Evaluation  -  CPET 
The UK Government last year established 
the  Central Point of Expertise (CPET) to 
advise government procurement officers on 
timber sourcing:  
In November 2004 only FSC and CSA were 
accepted as proof of both legality and 
sustainability in a detailed assessment 
through CPET.  
On 11 August 2005 The UK Government 
announced the results of a re-evaluation of 
PEFC and SFI, based on the recent adoption 
of new standards by PEFC and SFI.  
 
The result is that the re-evaluation shows 
them as assuring both legality and 
sustainability. The judgement by the UK 
government is subject to a review of the 
actual on the ground implementation of these 
standards in 6 months time.  
 
Environmental groups have challenged the 
UK Government’s recent conclusions based 
on major shortcomings of both PEFC and 
SFI.  
 
 “Although we disagree with the judgement 
on SFI and PEFC we welcome that the UK 
government is taking seriously their 
responsibility to make conscious decisions 
about what timber they buy for public 
works,” said Beatrix Richards, Forest Policy 
officer for WWF. "WWF believes that these 
two certification schemes do not meet the 
criteria of the CPET process – we come to a 
different conclusion when analysing the 
results.”  
 
“CPET was a desktop exercise. Our recent 
work has indicated clearly that it is not 
possible to carry out a robust analysis based 
solely on analysing the content of the system 
manuals. The PEFC system shows a high 
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degree of inconsistency in its delivery across 
countries, and the on-the-ground 
performance must be accounted for in any 
evaluation”, said Duncan Pollard, Head of 
the WWF European Forest Programme.  
 
WWF also continues to be concerned that the 
CPET assessment has disregarded social 
criteria. 
 
Environment Minister Elliot Morley said in 
relation to the CPET re-evaluation of PEFC 
and SFI: "The changes have yet to be tested 
in practice. PEFC is on probation until it has 
demonstrated to our satisfaction that its 
national organisations are all following the 
new standards. We will also be watching to 
see that only those SFI certificates that 
confirm the required percentage of 
sustainable timber are accepted by 
government buyers." The UK government 
said that it will review their progress around 
the end of 2005. 
TSource: UK Government press release 
Hhttp://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2005/050811c.htm H 11 August 
2005; NGO press release; WWF International 

Worldbank WWF Alliance Satisfied 
With Certification Test in Europe 
 
The World Bank/WWF Alliance for Forest 
Conservation and Sustainable Use has 
expressed satisfaction over the recent 
findings of the first trial in Europe of its tool 
for assessing certification schemes and 
systems - the Questionnaire for Assessing the 
Comprehensiveness of Certification 
Systems/Schemes (QACC).  
 
In particular, the Alliance is satisfied that the 
trial has enabled it to gain first insights on 
the similarities and differences between 
certification systems in Europe as well as on 
what needs to be improved in the 
questionnaire for it to be globally applicable. 

Both the World Bank and WWF have a 
requirement to reliably and transparently 
assess whether existing certification schemes 
are consistent with the principles of good 
forest management defined by the Alliance 
in 1999. 
 
The Alliance aims for certification that 
builds consensus and, with this, increases 
stability, reduces conflict, creates clarity for 
long term decision making for all parties, and 
leads to significant environmental, social and 
economic improvements in forest 
management. 
 
The Alliance partners developed the QACC 
in consultation with forest certification 
experts and input from an independent 
review panel. The Alliance also invited the 
two schemes - FSC and PEFC - to comment 
on the questionnaire. Based on comments 
received, significant revisions were made 
before conducting the first trial of the tool in 
12 European countries. The QACC's trial in 
Europe was aimed at testing its effectiveness. 
A further aim was to refine the QACC for 
further use by the Alliance. The trial was 
conducted by an independent consultant, 
ProForest. 
 
Based on the findings of the QACC's trial in 
Europe, the Alliance has drawn the following 
conclusions: 
• The QACC proved useful in determining 
key similarities and differences between 
schemes. 
• The key differences between the schemes 
are in particular, but not exclusively, in 
relation to meaningful and 
equitable participation in the development, 
governance and standard setting processes, 
and transparency in the 
certification and accreditation processes. 
• The QACC's trial has shown its usefulness 
in guiding the development of schemes. 
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"Meaningful stakeholder participation in the 
development of national standards and 
certification systems is key to both national 
ownership and international credibility," said 
David Cassells, the World Bank's Alliance 
Co-Chair. "This is why meaningful 
stakeholder participation is a key element of 
the World Bank's forest policy as well as a 
matter of general best practice." 
 
Following recommendations from the 
independent review panel and ProForest, the 
Alliance will revise the QACC to address 
those aspects requiring improvements and to 
better account for its desktop nature. These 
aspects are: 
• Clarify the link between questions and the 
Alliance's criteria for certification. 
• Simplify some questions, particularly those 
regarding internationally recognised standard 
setting frameworks such as ISO. 
"These refinements will ensure the Alliance 
has a tool that effectively evaluates 
certification schemes and systems against its 
requirement," said Bruce Cabarle, WWF's 
Alliance Co-Chair. "At the same time, the 
Alliance also recognises the need for 
ongoing improvements in design and 
implementation of national standards." 
TSource: Press Release WWF WorldBank Alliance July 21 
2005. This news release and associated material can be 
found on Hwww.forest-alliance.org H. The revised QACC will be 
peer reviewed throughout July to September 2005 and made 
available for public comment in November/December this 
year. 

Test of FSC Certification in 21 
Countries  
The recently released study The Global 
Impact of SmartWood Certification shows 
the positive impact that FSC certification has 
had for the environment and for people in 21 
countries. The study was conducted by 
Smartwood, the forestry certification 
program of the non-profit Rainforest 

Alliance. SmartWood is accredited by the 
Forest Stewardship Council. 
 
In the study 129 forestry operations were 
analysed in 21 countries on what changes 
they had to make in forest management to 
gain and maintain FSC certification. The 
report identified clear and quantifiable 
improvements over a wide range of forest 
management issues for all 129 forests 
studied.  
 
Impacts included better protection of aquatic 
and riparian areas, sensitive and high 
conservation value areas, and threatened and 
endangered species as well as improvements 
in worker safety, training, communication 
and conflict resolution with stakeholders.  
 
The report also found that certification 
promoted economic sustainability, including 
improved understanding of profitability and 
efficiency, greater accountability, 
transparency and compliance with laws, and 
better management planning, monitoring, 
and chain-of-custody practices.  
 
"This report by the Rainforest Alliance 
represents a comprehensive approach to 
demonstrating the actual impact of FSC-
certification on the ground," said Richard 
Donovan, Chief of Forestry and SmartWood 
Director at the Rainforest Alliance.  
 
Details on the findings 
Certification led to changes in the way 
certified forestry operations address 
environmental, social, economic, forest 
management and systems issues. On average, 
certified operations were required to make 
changes affecting fifteen different forestry 
issues as a result of the certification 
assessment: 
• The impacts are not disproportionately 
focused in any one area, but cover a broad 
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array of forest management issues. The ten 
issues that certified operations were required 
to address most often included for social 
issues: worker safety, training, and 
communication and conflict resolution with 
stakeholders; for environmental issues: 
aquatic and riparian areas, sensitive sites and 
high conservation value forests, and 
threatened and endangered species; and for 
systems issues: management plans, 
monitoring, chain of custody and inventory. 
 
• The most prevalent positive environmental 
impacts of certification were improved 
riparian and aquatic management (required 
of 63% of operations), improved treatment of 
sensitive sites and high conservation value 
forests (62%) and improved treatment of 
threatened and endangered species (62%). 
 
• The most prevalent positive social impacts 
of certification were improved 
communication and conflict resolution with 
stakeholders, neighbours and communities 
(required of 75% of operations), improved 
worker training (64%) and improved worker 
safety (56%).  
 
• The most prevalent positive economic and 
legal impacts of certification were increased 
understanding of operation profitability and 
efficiency (required of 50% of operations), 
improved compliance with laws (40%), and 
improved treatment of illegal activities and 
trespassing (25%). 
 
• The most prevalent forest management 
impacts of certification were improved roads 
and skid trails (required of 60% of 
operations), improved regeneration and 
reforestation activities (55%) and improved 
use of chemicals (48%). 
 
• The most prevalent systems impacts 
certification were improved management 

planning (required of 93% of operations), 
improved monitoring (86%), and 
improved chain of custody practices 
(required of 64% of operations). 
 
Tropical forestry operations, often located in 
regions with weaker workers’ rights laws and 
operating on slimmer economic margins than 
their temperate counterparts, experienced 
significantly higher social impacts than 
temperate operations. Environmental, 
economic, legal, forest management and 
systems impacts were, however, roughly 
equal. 
TAccess the Study on HTUhttp://www.rainforest-
alliance.org/programs/forestry/perspectives/documents/sw_i
mpacts.pdf UTTTH June 9 2005 

 

 

News from FSC 

New FSC Labels Now In Effect 
FSC has introduced new labels which are 
obligatory for FSC certificate holders as of 
1st July 2005. FSC Pure, FSC Recycled and 
5 subsets of the FSC Mixed Sources are the 
variations of the new labels. These labels are 
the result of an open consultation process on 
the FSC Policy on Percentage Based Claims 
and the development of the new FSC 
standards for Chain of Custody. To facilitate 
the phase -in of the new labels, FSC has been 
providing guidance to FSC accredited 
certification bodies following the approval of 
the labels. The new FSC labels are being 
distributed to FSC certificate holders in 
'Brand Packs' by FSC accredited certification 
bodies. The FSC labels are available in 
English, Spanish for Latin America, Spanish 
for Spain, German, Dutch, French, Japanese 
and a multi-language version for Switzerland 
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(English, French, Italian). 
 
A new standard to regulate the use of the 
new labels was also developed. (FSC-STD-
40-201 FSC on-product labelling 
requirements). Both the labels and the 
standard were approved by the FSC Board of 
Directors in September 2004. 
 
FSC International Center and FSC National 
Initiatives, with the support of FSC 
accredited certification bodies are developing 
new translations of the labels, which are 
expected to be ready in the coming months. 
FSC certificate holders can consult their FSC 
accredited certification bodies on any 
questions related to the use of the labels and 
the applicability of the on-product labelling 
requirements. For more information please 
refer to www.fsc.org or contact 
Htrademark@fsc.orgH 

TSource: FSC News&Notes Volume 3, Issue 7 July 29th, 2005 

New FSC Chain of Custody Standards 
FSC's new chain of custody standards for 
manufacturers are now being phased in by 
forest product companies worldwide. FSC is 
working with companies, FSC accredited 
certification bodies and other parties to 
monitor the uptake of the new standards and 
resolve any outstanding practical 
implementation issues. 
 
The Policy and Standards Unit has been 
looking for interested parties to participate in 
the process for review and improvement of 
these standards. Contact 
policy.standards@fsc.org.  
A sub-group to look specifically at recycled 
material and definitions related to recycling 
will also be formed. A revised version of the 
standards will be available for consultation 
soon. 
TSource: FSC News&Notes Volume 3, Issue 7 July 29th, 2005 

World's First FSC-certified Cork 
Forests and Products 
The world's first FSC certification of cork 
oak forests in Portugal, Spain and Italy were 
announced early July. “This is a major step 
for biodiversity conservation and for the cork 
trade," said Nora Berrahmouni, Coordinator 
of the WWF Cork Oak Landscapes 
Programme. "Cork oak forests rank among 
the top biodiversity hotspots in the 
Mediterranean and in Europe. At the same 
time, they are the backbone of an entire 
economy. FSC certification will reinforce the 
already environmental-friendly 
characteristics of the cork economy, leading 
to new opportunities in cork markets.”  
 
“This new FSC cork certification meets the 
increasing demand in many industrialized 
countries for sustainable natural products 
produced in an environmentally responsible 
way. As a key part of an overall marketing 
package, it will help to improve existing 
markets and create new ones," said Jamie 
Lawrence, regional manager for Western 
Europe for SmartWood-Rainforests Alliance, 
an FSC accredited certifier. 
TSource: WWF Press release 4 July 2005 

Every Third Swiss Knows the FSC 
Label 

A recent FSC Campaign conducted by WWF 
Switzerland has raised the awareness on FSC 
by 40% within a year. Nearly every third 
Swiss now knows the FSC Label according 
to a recent survey.  

TSource: WWF Switzerland Press Release July 15 2005 
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Background and Facts  

 
The Forest Stewardship Council is currently the only 
credible timber certification system supported by 
WWF. The FSC label makes it possible for buyers to 
choose forest products that come from forests 
managed to the highest environmental and social 
standards and from legal sources. As global system 
FSC offers market incentives for improving forest 
management around the world. 
 
Key Statistics 
Status: August 2005 
Total area of FSC certified forests: 56.840.396 
hectares 
Number of countries with FSC forests: 65 
FM certificates: 724 
COC certificates: 3999 
 
Further details on 
HTUhttp://www.fsc.org/en/whats_new/fsc_certificatesUTH 

Uhttp://www.fsc-deutschland.de/infobox/U 

 
Programme Information 
For Information on the Forest Stewardship Council 
(FSC) HTUwww.fsc.orgUTH 
Global Forest And Trade Network 
HTUwww.panda.org/forestandtradeUTH 
Forests For Life Programme, WWF 
HTUwww.panda.org/forests4lifeUTH; 
Uwww.panda.org/forests/goodwoodU 
 
Certification Basics 
HTAn Introduction to Forest Certification: (2001) TH 
HTUhttp://www.proforest.net/objects/introtocert.pdfUTH 
 
NGO Positions on Certification Systems 
Behind the logo (2001) -In-depth report of the four 
biggest forest certification schemes (CSA, FSC, PEFC 
& SFI) analyses the strengths and weaknesses of each 
scheme and aims to provide companies, governments 
and NGOs with the facts needed for informed 
decision making.  
 

Follow up report: Footprints in the Forest (2004) – 
In depth report on Canadian Standard’s Association 
(CSA), Forest Stewardship Council (FSC), 
Programme for the Endorsement of Forest 
Certification (PEFC), Sustainable Forestry Initiative 
(SFI), Australian Forestry Standard (AFS), Sistema 
Brazileiro de Certificação Florestal (CERFLOR), 
Certificación Forestal (Certfor) and the Malaysian 
Timber Certification Council 
(MTCC). HUhttp://www.fern.org/UH 

Make Your Own Judgement About 
Certification Schemes 
HTAssessing Forest Certification: A Practical Guide : 
(2002) 
THHTUhttp://www.proforest.net/objects/Assessing%20Forest
%20Certification/assessing%20schemes.pdfUTH 

 

Certification Assistance 

All aspects of certification and more on 
responsible forest management:  

 
 
Where to Sell and Buy Certified Timber 
Global search for FSC certified timber and 
products: 
 HU www.certifiedwood.orgUH: This database allows you to 
search by type of timber and timber species, by 
product type and supply chain position and country.  
 
On HTUwww.fsc-info.orgUTHU. Uyou can search for FSC 
certified species all over the world. Search mechanism 
include species ( open query) , tenure and country.  
 
Global search for FSC Forest Management and 
Chain of Custody certificate holders  
HTUwww.fsc-info.orgUTHU. U 

 
On HUwww.certifiedwood.orgUH you can confirm 
certification status of a company 
 
Global search for FSC certified forests: 
HU www.certifiedwood.orgUH The advantage of this 
certified forest list is the contact details like telephone 
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numbers are included.  
 
Most up to date information on which forests and 
which companies are certified can be found on the 
main FSC International website HTUwww.fsc.orgUTH - 
however here information is mainly aimed at 
providing an overview rather than to help establish 
contact. 
 
Check approved FSC certifiers on HTUwww.fsc.orgUTH 

 
For a Hcomprehensive listH of FSC-certified producers 
and wholesalers of office and publication paper as 
well as printers in Europe for to 
Hwww.panda.org/forestandtradeH;  
 
Assistance With Group Certification 
HTA Practical Guide to Developing a Group Scheme 
for FSC-Accredited Certification of Forests: Final 
Draft (2001) TH 
HTUhttp://www.proforest.net/objects/gscheme2.pdf UTH 

Responsible Investment 
For Investment guidelines by the Worldbank/ WWF 
Alliance go to  
HTUhttp://www.panda.org/downloads/forests/wwfinvestm
entpol7oct03final.pdfUTH 

 
Learning From Others  
400 companies are part of the WWF co-ordinated 
Global Forest and Trade Network (GFTN), committed 
to responsible forest management and trade. They 
represent a wide range of actors including forest 
owners, timber processors, construction companies, 
retailers, investment agencies and local authorities. 
Members vary from small family-owned businesses to 
world scale leading companies such as IKEA and the 
Home Depot. They are committed to gradually 
producing, trading and/or sourcing independently 
certified forest products. Find more information about 
GFTN at: HUhttp://www.panda.org/forestandtrade/UH 

To learn from the experiences of other companies 
who are already part of the network get in touch with 
one of the forest and trade network co-ordinators. 
Contact details can be found on 
HUhttp://www.panda.org/forestandtradeUH 

Multiple Solutions for the World´s Forests by 
WWF  
WWF works on forest conservation through a 
multiplicity of approaches and strategies which are 
pursued together with regional and global partners: 
Credible Forest Certification, High Conservation 
Value Forests, combating illegal logging and forest 

crime, preventing forest fires, restoring damaged and 
degraded forests and forest protection. WWF's Forests 
for Life Programme has developed position papers on 
global forest issues which are available on. For more 
information go to HTUwww.panda.org/forests4lifeUTH 

The UWorld Bank/ WWF AllianceU was formed in 
1998 and draws on the comparative institutional 
strengths of the partner institutions:  

• the Bank's access to policy dialogue, 
convening power, analytical capacity and 
financing operations,  

• WWF's strong field presence, private sector 
partnerships, public trust and forest 
conservation expertise. 

By combining the strengths of the Bank and WWF, 
and their partners, the Alliance is uniquely positioned 
to effect changes in forest policy and practices, to help 
safeguard biodiversity, and alleviate poverty.  
With forests being depleted globally at a rate of 28 
hectares per minute, the stakes are high. Urgent, 
significant and coordinated actions on a global scale 
are needed to arrest the precipitous and relentless 
declines in forest cover, the concomitant loss of 
biodiversity, and the effects on the livelihoods of 
forest-dependent people. 

For more information on the World Bank/ WWF 
Alliance go to HTUwww.forest-alliance.orgUTH 
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