
COMBATING 
CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS 
IN ASIA-PACIFIC

Climate change is now recognised 
as one of the biggest threats to 
human development.  Impacts are 
seen through changes to the diverse 
natural environments around the world, 
exacerbating droughts, fl oods, sea level 
rise, glacial melt and storms. They will be 
increasingly felt across all societies and 
economies.

Developing countries which bear the least 
historical responsibility for the problem will 
be the most vulnerable, the most hard hit 
and have the least capacity to adapt to 
these impacts.  

WWF believes it is important that these 
countries are not only equipped to cope 
with the impacts but also are able to fully 
engage with the international processes 
set up to address this critical global 
problem.

With the support of the European Union, 
WWF is carrying out projects in four 
developing countries in Asia and the 
Pacifi c (Tuvalu, Cook Islands, Nepal 
and Indonesia).  WWF is working with 
governments and civil society to enhance 
their participation in climate change 
negotiations at the international level and 
to provide climate change solutions at the 
national level.  

Recognising that all countries have unique national circumstances, WWF has not designed a one size fi ts 
all programme but works through its national offi ces together with partners to deliver solutions designed 
to fi t the country. 

This initiative has been operating since 2005.  One of its biggest successes is the active collaboration of 
national governments to jointly deliver the activities.  

For further information about the overall programme, contact : 

WWF International 
Diane McFadzien, Coordinator, Asia Pacifi c Policy Initiative 
dmcfadzien@wwfpacifi c.org.fj

www.panda.org

This programme is implemented with the assistance of the European Union. 
The contents of this publication are the sole responsibility of the WWF and 
can in no way be taken to refl ect the views of the European Union.

WWF’s mission is to stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment 
and to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature, by:

– conserving the world’s biological diversity
– ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is sustainable
– promoting the reduction of pollution and wasteful consumption
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For further information on activities in Tuvalu, contact: 

WWF South Pacifi c Programme
Ashvini Fernando, Climate Coordinator or 
Jyotishma Naicker, Climate Change Campaigner
climatechange@wwfpacifi c.org.fj

In  THE COOK ISLANDS  

Government offi cials and civil society have worked together to iden-
tify national climate change priorities and these have subsequently 
been used as the basis for the development of national adaptation 
projects. These priorities ranged from key sectors - such as marine 
resources, water, agriculture - to involvement of media and civil society.

Marine Resources

• Support of pearl farmers better husbandry practices to increase 
the resilience of pearl oysters to the impacts of climate change. 
The black pearl industry is currently the second largest source 
of income in the Cook Islands (second only to tourism) and the 
main employment sector for the island of Manihiki. Increased 
temperatures will have a direct impact on the health of the oyster, 
also because of increased chances of lagoon disease.

• Protection of coral reefs through reviving traditional cultural practices 
to increase resilience.

Water 

• Inclusion of rainwater harvesting in building codes and bank loan 
procedures.

Agriculture 

• Encouragement of organic agriculture and composting to 
conserve soil and water.

Targeted training for policy makers and civil society groups has 
improved the effectiveness of their communication activities to raise 
awareness of climate change.  

Reports have been produced on the impacts of climate change on 
important development sectors in the Cook Islands, namely tourism 
and the black pearl industry. 

For people living on 
small Pacifi c Islands 
the problems of 
climate change are 
all too real.  Loss 
of land, crops and 
freshwater supplies 
caused by rising sea 
levels pose a serious 
risk to people, 
regional stability and 
security. 

Communities all 
over the Pacifi c are 
alarmed at coastal 
erosion and the 
advancing sea levels.  
Whole villages have 
already been forced 
to relocate (as in 
Vanuatu). A great deal 
of food is produced 
in coastal areas 
making fi sheries and 
agriculture particularly 
vulnerable.

In  INDONESIA  

WWF is working with the Indonesian government 
to develop a national adaptation strategy to address 
key vulnerable sectors such as watershed 
management and forestry. 

Working groups comprising government policy 
makers and civil society are developing national 
positions and strategies to jointly address climate 
change. 

Studies have been produced on the impacts of 
climate change for Indonesia which focus on small 
islands such as Lombok, watershed management 
and forests and wildlife such as the orang-utan. 

Increased media coverage of climate change 
issues has resulted from training of Indonesian 
journalists.

The Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change predicts that 
freshwater availability in central, 
south, east and southeast Asia, 
particularly in large river basins, 
is likely to decrease due to climate 
change.  It is estimated that 120 
million to 1.2 billion people in the 
region will experience increased 
water stress by the 2020s.

In  NEPAL

A national climate change team has been 
established. It brings together both government 
and civil society to identify common climate 
change goals.

An extensive network of youth volunteers has been 
formed which works to educate the public in Nepal 
on climate change issues.

Civil society groups and youth leaders collaborated 
on a successful national campaign to collect 
signatures (over 6,000) calling for the Nepalese 
government to develop a national adaptation 
policy, while also asking for Australia and the 
United States to ratify the Kyoto Protocol. 

Teacher training and a resource book are helping 
teachers in primary and secondary schools to 
provide lessons on climate change issues.

In the past few decades, there have 
been several incidents of glacial 
lakes overfl owing and fl ooding 
villages in the Nepal Himalayan 
mountain range, causing landslides, 
killing people and destroying farms 
and houses. 
If current warming rates continue, 
Himalayan glaciers could disappear 
at very rapid rates, severely affecting 
run-off to the large river basins 
which serve massive populations in 
China and South Asia.

In TUVALU  

“A National Blueprint on Climate Change” has been produced 
through the collaboration of the government, civil society groups 
and WWF which sets out the climate change priorities for Tuvalu.  

These include: water security, education and capacity building, 
adaptation needs (focussing on water, land security, food security 
and conservation), participation in international climate change 
negotiations, energy, disaster management, development 
planning and fi nancing, and community participation.

• Development of awareness tools for the community using 
examples of positive actions to address climate change

• Capacity building activities, such as preparatory meetings 
to ensure full participation in key international climate change 
meetings

• Distribution of material on international climate change 
negotiations

• Funding from the Global Environment Facility to be made more 
accessible.

Policy makers from government departments have received 
training in international climate change negotiations and support 
given has enabled the strengthening of Tuvalu’s offi cial delegation 
to the Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention 
on Climate Change and other key climate change meetings.

A Tuvalu civil society climate change network has been established 
and civil society has been represented on the Government’s 
delegation for international negotiations for the fi rst time.

For further information on activities in Indonesia, contact:  

WWF Indonesia 
Ari Muhammad, Project Coordinator
amuhammad@wwf.or.id

For further information on activities in the Cook Islands, contact: 

WWF South Pacifi c Programme
Ashvini Fernando, Climate Coordinator or 
Jyotishma Naicker, Climate Change Campaigner
climatechange@wwfpacifi c.org.fj

For further information on activities in Nepal, contact: 

WWF Nepal
Sandeep Chamling Rai, Climate Coordinator  
sandeep.rai@wwfnepal.org


