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Abraham Conservation Award

The Abraham Conservation Awards were established in 1995 by Ms. Nancy Abraham, an
environmentalist, who was struck by the dedication and passion for conservation displayed
by a national park staff. The Abraham Conservation Award has recognized and honored
people and organizations at the grassroots level that have made significant contributions
to ensuring Nepal’s rich biodiversity. It has also served as a means to raise awareness
about the issues at stake and to motivate and inspire frontline conservationists.

Matthew Preece and Yeshi Choden Lama Young Conservation Leader Award
In 2007, the Young Conservation Leader Awards were established in honor of Matthew
Preece and Yeshi Lama who despite being relatively young made their mark in the field
of conservation before their untimely and tragic demise in 2006. Through this award,
WWEF identifies and recognizes the work of the new generation of committed young
conservation leaders for their dedicated and outstanding contribution to conservation.

WWF Media in Conservation Award

The WWF Media in Conservation Award, also established in 2007, recognizes the
transformational roles of media persons/organizations in highlighting conservation issues
in Nepal. The role of the media, whether print or electronic, is increasingly playing a key
role in spreading the message of conservation. To encourage promising media persons
and organizations in Nepal, each year WWF gives away this award to an individual or
organization that best supports the value of conservation through their groundbreaking
and inspiring work.
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MESSAGE FROM THE COUNTRY REPRESENTATIVE
At afcieiigiert EaA

It has been a decade that Nepal lost its Conservation Heroes on the fateful day of 23 September
2006. They were the trailblazers, who helped pave the path in conservation. It is their inspiration
that has served as a constant guide for Nepal, shaping the country’s conservation landscape
from the past to the present and into the future.

And just as success breeds success, leadership breeds leadership. The Conservation Awards
instituted by WWF is one such effort to recognize and nurture a new generation of leaders
and achievers in conservation, so that tomorrow they may be the trailblazers and inspirations
for Nepal. This year, eight individuals and organizations join the many that have proved their
mettle in conservation.

We salute our lost heroes just as we welcome the new. Here’s to the past, present and the
future.

b

Anil Manandhar
Country Representative
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ABRAHAM CONSERVATION AWARD (ORGANIZATION)
FEEH AKTOT JRBIR (ARLEI)

Shree Shreejung Battalion

Based in Kasara, Chitwan, and deployed across Chitwan National Park (CNP), the Shree
Shreejung Battalion of the Nepal Army has been working with a holistic, results-based approach
to conservation, using cutting-edge technology, creating wide networks among the community
and other national agencies, to capture poachers and smugglers. From April 2014 to August
2016, the battalion conducted 62,767 patrols by foot, vehicle, bicycle, boat and elephants,
covering almost 500,000 kilometres. They have been a key player in Nepal’s remarkable
achievement of two consecutive years of zero poaching of all critically endangered mega-
species. The battalion has also been spearheading pro-conservation activities such as Rhino
Count 2015, Bison Count 2016, Rhino Translocation from CNP to Bardia National Park 2016,
and Wildlife Trophy Management 2016. The battalion also has played a vital role in establishing
the Nature Conservation School in Kasara in 2015 to enhance the conservation skills of the
security personnel mobilized for wildlife conservation tasks.
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Chetana Women Community Forest Users Committee

Based in Attariya, Kailali, the Chetana Women Community Forest Users Committee has set
an example of community-based conservation that empowers deprived and vulnerable groups.
An example of justice and equity, the organization has successfully provided support for
deprived groups to legally gain back their seized land and conduct tree plantation in those
lands. They have conducted various campaigns to raise the awareness of the local community
on issues of river management, biodiversity conservation, and assisted in drafting policies,
including the Forest Act 2049 and the Forest Manual 2051, correlated to forest planning and
conserving community forests in 2005. A majority of their membership is comprised of
disadvantaged groups, and 35% of the organization’s earnings has been regularly invested in
increasing the incomes of deprived groups. Through their work, they have not only spread
awareness regarding nature conservation, but also given an opportunity for women and the
disadvantaged groups in their community to become self-sufficient.
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ABRAHAM CONSERVATION AWARD: INDIVIDUAL
SIEHA AJT0T JRBIR (2B

Tashi Rapte Ghale

Tashi Rapte Ghale is a citizen scientist and camera trap expert. A local resident of Manang,
one of the remote districts within Annapurna Conservation Area, Tashi has remarkable
experience in snow leopard monitoring. A member of the Snow Leopard Scouts, he has captured
multiple images of beautiful snow leopards on camera. Ghale who started monitoring snow
leopard as a citizen scientist since 2006, was able to trace the first camera trap evidence of
snow leopards in Manang. He also captured the first photographs in four decades of the elusive
Pallas’s cats, and the endangered Himalayan wolves in the Manang valley. Tashi is now the
main local expert to install and monitor several remote cameras in different high altitude
pastures in Manang and monitor various species.
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ABRAHAM CONSERVATION AWARD: INDIVIDUAL
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Tulsi Devkota

Tulsi Devkota is a community leader actively working on issues of biodiversity conservation,
clean water, climate change adaptation, proper management of wetlands, and species
conservation in Kailali district. She has over two decades of experience in conducting programs
for improved livelihoods for the deprived, and biodiversity and environmental conservation.
Her expertise has been tapped by various national, district, and local government offices.
Currently working at Sunaulo Bhawishya, Nepal, she has held posts of chairperson and a
treasurer at different institutions and organizations working for the welfare of the environment.
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YOUNG CONSERVATION LEADER AWARD
Al AETOT AT JRZBTR

Naresh Kusi

Naresh Kusi is a wildlife researcher focused on species conservation especially in the mountains
of Nepal. His research has yielded new insights into various aspects of conservation in the
high mountains, including human-wild boar conflicts in the Langtang region, snow leopard
conservation in Sagarmatha National Park, and created the first record of Tibetan Argali and
Stolickka’s mountain vole in the Dolpo region. He has also worked on various community-
based scientific expeditions in Upper Humla. While working on an Oxford University project
on wolves, his team rediscovered wild yaks, and when working on the conservation of wild
yaks in Humla and upper Dolpo region, he was able to discover other new species of birds and
animals.

TR

9T FAT TATART [EHTAT STHT TS TSATAEER AT ATAATT AT FEAT OHT TTAT FeA
Eera | JBlhl ATAATAA ATGES &AH] HAG-dae F7g qdT FRHAT AL (Aot feSTerare
FRETT T I (EHTEAT ST FEAVHT (ATH= ATATHAT IR TWHT G | ST STAT T3
fearcil eIl 9=T (Ovis ammon) TAT T4l 9eTSl HAT (Alticola stoliczkanus) T afedr
A TR AT FEH THE A EH B | STl gFATH AFARIS [eaiaaradsdl srar
FAT IfATATHT T &7 HATHT AT ST=iIehl Afeded O IaT oW el {2y | e 3ae
FEAT TAT ITecdl STl ETTHT FTH T FHAT SRIEE TAT TATATHT A= AT TSATq FHA THedl
qreeRT T

© Naresh Kusi



MEDIA IN CONSERVATION AWARD: INDIVIDUAL
QGTO (IS TRTBIR (BARBHC)
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Pragati Dhakal

Pragati Dhakal’s well-researched, analytical pieces on conservation and development have
brought awareness of conservation issues to a new audience that was focused on economic
issues. As a journalist with Karobar National Daily, a leading daily focused on economic and
development issues, she has covered a wide range of analytical stories on the conservation
sector, ranging from species conservation to livelihoods and policy interventions. She has
written over 100 articles on conservation, climate change, community forestry, forest fire
control, wood industry and water and sanitation. She has also participated in trainings in
Nepal and abroad such as REDD+, hydrological and meteorological orientation and
environmental journalism.
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MEDIA IN CONSERVATION AWARD: ORGANIZATION
QARGTOTHT [HISAT JRBTR (AUBIA)
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Nepal Republic Media

Through its investigative journalism related to conservation, and innovation in environmental
journalism, Nepal Republic Media is raising the visibility of conservation issues in Nepal. The
newspaper and website have focused on various environment-related issues like climate change
and the various impacts it has on wildlife, natural resources, biodiversity and birds. A lot of
effort has been dedicated by the organization to promoting majority of issues regarding
biodiversity conservation and Chure degradation. They have also focused on the pollution of
Kathmandu’s Bagmati river, providing ideas on how to deal with it. The newspaper has also
covered several issues related to climate change adaptation, pollution, weather monitoring,
natural disasters and forest fires.
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Far West Media Development Centre (FMDC)

Based in Dhangadi, the Far West Media Development Centre (FMDC) is working to strengthen
the quality, reach and viability of journalism to enhance public understanding on issues
including biodiversity conservation, human rights, democracy and governance. FMDC has
successfully exercised its right to information on community forest development guidelines
and facilitated others’ right to information by conducting training and interaction programs.
FMDC prepared a documentary on Good Practices of Right to Information in Community
Forest Users’ Groups and aired 56 episodes of a radio programs through 6 FM stations of
Kailali District on the same topic. For the last three years, the organization has been broadcasting
a weekly radio program, “Bhuparidhi”, to make local people aware of community forestry and
conservation issues.
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WWEF in Numbers

+100 +5,000

- WWF has
WWEF is active in over 5,000 staff
over 100 countries, worldwide

on 5 continents

+3M

WWEF has

1961

WWF was s
founded in over rJ(m| ion
1961 supporters

Why we are here
To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.
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