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ABOUT EWS-WWF ABOUT ECO-SCHOOLS

Emirates Wildlife Society (EWS) is a UAE environmental non-governmental Eco-Schools is an international award ~ communication and organisational ThE Green F|ag isan intematiﬂnal
organisation, established under the patronage of H.H Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed programme that guides schools on a skills.
Al Nahyan, Ruler’s representative in the Western Region and Chairman of journey of sustainability. By providing award recognising excellence
Environmental Agency — Abu Dhabi (EAD). a useful framework, Eco-Schools is Eco-Schools is a programme of . . .
helping to embed good environmental ~ Foundation for Environmental in environmental education and
EWS works in association with WWF, one of the world’s largest and most principles into the heart of school life. = Education (FEE) and is recognised erformance at schools
respected independent conservation organisations. EWS-WWF has been active in by the United Nations Environment p :
the UAE since 2001 and has initiated and implemented several conservation and The programme combines classroom Programme as a model initiative on
education projects in the region. EWS-WWF works federally and in the region study with environmental action, education for sustainable development.
with offices in Abu Dhabi and Dubai and is governed by a local board of directors. mainly led by the students, both in their It is implemented by more than 50 FEE
school and local communities; inspiring representatives in countries worldwide
www.ewswwf.ae them to lead the change towards a and provides opportunities for like-
greener world. As the only student- minded schools to collaborate with each
Twitter: @ews_ wwf led sustainable schools programme other internationally.
Facebook: @ews.wwf globally, Eco-Schools can aid in
Youtube: WWFUAE establishing environmental elements All Eco-Schools aspire to gain the
into the school curriculum, leading to prestigious and internationally
increased awareness among students on recognised Green Flag, which is
sustainability issues. awarded to schools demonstrating
Text © EWS-WWF 2012, All rights reserved. their excellence in environmental
Cover Photo: Courtesy Eco Schools International As1de ﬁ.om learning to adopt a Chl evements an d Wh o h ave met th e
sustainable lifestyles and Green Flag criteria.
Programme: A Programme of: Endorsed by: Operated by: progressively lower their school’s
*‘:{&?‘ » o envii'lonmental in.lpact, studpnts z:ilso
peskadly kgl 1y “ 'I get the opp(.)rtl.mlty'to acquire an
.TD Winistry of Edation -4 WWE develop their listening, leadership,
Eco-Schools ovreraeil




The Eco-Schools programme was
introduced to the UAE in 2010 by
national operator EWS-WWF, who is
the FEE representative in the country.
Success among participating schools
from across the emirates has come in the
form of the students’ appreciation of the
need to adopt sustainable practices in
their school community and beyond.

In the first year schools implement the
programme, students focus on the three
key Eco-Schools themes of energy, water
and waste (including litter). Energy
consumption, water consumption

and waste production are all related

to carbon emissions; a major cause of
climate change which is the most serious
threat our planet faces. Since the UAE
has a high per capita ecological footprint,
much of it related to carbon emissions,
it is important for future generations to
understand and implement actions to
alleviate these threats.

Students take immense pride in applying
simple changes in environmental
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behaviour among themselves and
their community. A number of UAE
schools have been awarded the Green
Flag in recognition of their proven
commitment and dedication to the
programme after meeting the relevant
criteria. Eco-Schools in the UAE are
helping to save precious resources

by making environmental changes to
their schools and in turn, are helping
to lower the country’s Ecological
Footprint.

At the time of publication, more than
15,000 students had taken part in
Eco-Schools UAE and it is anticipated
many more will benefit from the
programme in the future.

Eco-Schools is a whole school journey,
where students lead the change
towards greater sustainability in their
environment. The programme offers

a framework called the Seven Steps

to help them work towards efficient
maintenance of their resources. By
following the Eco-Schools programme,

students participate in the discussion
and decision-making process and are
actively involved in reducing their
schools’ environmental impact.

While the Seven Steps prompt whole
school engagement, planning and
linking environmental actions to

the curriculum, the basic process of
implementing the programme works
on the principles of Planning, Acting,
Checking and Acting again.

Environmental education in schools is key to unlocking the
potential of future eco-leaders
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THE SEVEN STEPS

To implement the Seven Steps, schools
must follow three basic themes of
energy, water and waste, including
litter, in the first year, and select an
additional theme for every Green Flag
renewal from: biodiversity, healthy
eating, transport, school grounds,
climate change, sustaining our world,
global citizenship and tree planting.
Once the themes have been selected,
the heart of the Eco-Schools process
involves implementing the following
steps:

Establish an
Eco-Schools
Committee

This committee
should have

a maximum
representation from
students, which
leads on the school’s
involvement in

the programme.
Teachers,
management
personnel,
administrative staff
and representation
from the local
community are also
recommended.

Undertake an
Environmental
Review

This review
examines

a school’s
environmental
status and it’s
environmental
impacts in order
to identify targets
for action and
improvement.

Create an
Action Plan
An action plan
aims to provide
a structured
timetable for
the reduction
of a school’s
environmental
impacts, as
identified in the
Environmental

Review (Step 2).

Monitor and
Evaluate

This step will help
identify whether
targets laid out in
the Action Plan
(Step 3) have been
met or not so that
corrective actions
can be taken if
needed.

Link to the
Curriculum
This step
involves
integrating Eco-
Schools activities
with the school
curriculum
across grades and
subjects.

Inform and
Involve

the Wider
Community
This step aims to
encompass the
whole school and
wider community
in environmental
activities.

Create an Eco-
Code

An Eco-Code will
help demonstrate
the school’s core
values in a clear
and imaginative
way and highlights
commitment
towards improving
its environmental
performance and
striving towards a
sustainable future.



There are three tiers of awards that can
be given to schools for their dedication
in implementing the Seven Steps of the
programime:

Bronze Award and Silver Award:
Both certificates are based on a school’s
self-assessment against the relevant
criteria and are valid indefinitely. These
awards are printed certificates that

act as an acknowledgement of pupils’
achievements, while working towards
the higher recognition of the Green
Flag.

Green Flag:

To apply for the Green Flag, schools
must fulfil the necessary Green Flag
criteria and must have completed at
least one year and a maximum of two
years of the programme. This award
recognises and rewards achievement
of completion of the Seven Steps and is
issued as a flag that can be hoisted on
the school grounds.

To be awarded, schools are subject to an
8

on-site assessment by Eco-Schools A teacher proudly parades the Green Flag with her pupils
Assessors (EWS-WWF) against the

Green Flag award criteria. Stipulations

are that the Green Flag assessment

must be renewed every two years to

ensure the school is maintaining its

efforts and each time the school wishes

to reapply, a new educational theme

must be added to the existing themes

the school is adopting.

How to achieve the Green Flag

For schools to be awarded with the Green Flag, they must satisfactorily
implement the Seven Steps. Schools must demonstrate their commitment
and enthusiasm for the programme, as well as demonstrate whole school
involvement in their environmental actions. Those wishing to implement the
programme are invited to attend a teacher training workshop organised by
EWS-WWEF at the beginning of each academic year. The workshop will outline
the Green Flag criteria in greater detail and allow a forum for questions to be
asked.

More details will also be available on the website: www.ecoschoolsuae.org.
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ECO-SCHOOLS AWARDS PROCESS

For a school to be recognised

with a Green Flag for its efforts in
implementing the programme, this
process must be followed:

Step 1

Registered Eco-Schools must
implement the programme
using the Seven Steps and
consistently achieve levels

of improved environmental
performance in their selected
themes.
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Step 2

If a school implementing

the Eco-Schools programme
considers itself ready to apply
for an award, it can apply

by fulfilling the necessary
criteria and application form
available to download from
www.ecoschoolsuae.org

Bronze and silver award
applications can be submitted
when a school feels ready to
recognise its students’ efforts.
Green Flag applications are
received twice annually: last
day of February and first day
of November every year.

Step 3

EWS-WWF reviews
application and documents;
then informs the school on
whether further information
is required and if information
submitted in the application
is satisfactory.

I
Step 4

Certificates for the bronze
and silver awards will

be mailed to schools
electronically, based on their
own self-assessment and can
be printed out by the school if
they wish.

For the Green Flag, schools
with satisfactory applications
are given a date for an on-
site visit by the Eco-Schools
assessors and will conclude
if the school meets the Green
Flag criteria.

|
Step 5

The Green Flag, an
internationally acknowledged
symbol for environmental
excellence, is awarded to
schools demonstrating
acceptable evidence of
implementing the Seven
Steps methodically, with
whole school involvement
and measurable
improvements in
conservation of resources.
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TIPS FROM ECO-SCHOOLS IN THE UAE

- Landscape small areas of the school grounds with native plants and use
water collected from the air conditioning condensation to water them

- Replace tissue boxes in classrooms with hand towels

- Create teaching aids made of waste materials, eg. a clock made from waste
paper and cardboard to help teach children how to tell the time.
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