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Dry Forests Landscape
Phase II of species sanctuary in Savannakhet Province commences  

Eld’s Deer

The Dry Forests Ecoregion is characterised by low elevation, a strongly 
monsoonal climate, a high frequency fire regime, a high herbivore biomass and a 
relatively low human population density.  As recently as the mid-20th Century, 
the Dry Forests supported some of the most diverse and abundant megafaunal 
communities in Asia.  In recent decades however, the Dry Forest Ecosystem and 
the species within it have come under increasing threat.  Rapid development and 
limited planning throughout the region have resulted in large scale conversion 
of forest and wetland habitats, and species loss. Within this ecoregion, the Korat 
plateau in Thailand has been almost entirely converted for agriculture.  In Laos, 
which retains a large proportion of the remaining plateau, the demand for 
cash-crops is propelling its conversion, and where it remains as forest, 
unsustainable logging, over hunting, over harvesting of non-timber forest 
products and burning to provide fresh growth for livestock are all leading to 
habitat degradation. 

A flagship species of the Dry Forests, the Eld’s Deer (subspecies Cervus eldi 
siamensis) is listed as Endangered in the IUCN classification, at high risk in Lao 
PDR (CITES Appendix I).   Once widespread across Southeast Asia, Eld’s Deer 
populations have greatly reduced owing to loss of habitat, particularly due to the 
aforementioned land conversion and through direct loss from hunting.  Driven 
by an illegal wildlife trade, Eld’s Deer is widely hunted to supply antlers as 
trophies and for use in traditional medicines, whilst deer meat remains a 
valuable food source.  Extinct in China, Vietnam and Thailand, this Eld’s Deer 
subspecies is now only found in the wild in Cambodia and Lao PDR.

Despite mounting pressures, Savannakhet Province in Laos has managed to 
maintain large blocks of the unique dry forest areas, including what is thought 
to be the last sanctuary for the endangered Eld’s Deer in the country.  In early 
2002, reports were made to Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) relating to a 
population of Eld’s Deer found in Xonnabuly District within the Province.  
Conducted field surveys established the presence of an estimated population of 
six to twenty deer within a 100km2 area.  Collaboration between WCS and the
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40-50
between 40 - 50 individual deer inhabit 

the Eld’s Deer Sanctuary, with an expected 
population increase of 10% per year 



Why we are here
To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.

Government of Lao PDR led to the creation of a 93,000ha 
Eld’s Deer Sanctuary.

Established in April 2004, the Eld’s Deer Sanctuary is 
currently managed in partnership with the local 
communities.  The project introducing integrated spatial 
development planning (ISDP) to ensure the sanctuary 
and the surrounding forest are adequately protected and

SUSTAINABLE
SUCCESSES

conserved. The focus of these plans being the needs of local communities to ensure the 
projects aims can be sustained longer term.

In 2008, WWF Laos started working on the Eld’s Deer Sanctuary as part of its Dry 
Forests Ecoregion Program providing both financial and technical support to 
Government agencies Provincial Agricultural and Forestry Office (PAFO), District 
Agricultural and Forestry Office (DAFO), and local communities.  

Major actions during Phase I included community development through the use of 
village development fund, whilst strengthening local community capacity in sustainable 
management of natural resources.  Three key villages Ban Maisanamxai, Ban 
Tangvainam and Ban Nongsonghong continued to patrol the sanctuary to protect Eld’s 
Deer from poachers and species habitat from encroachment, whilst supporting the 
construction of artificial water reservoirs to provide alternate water supply during the 
dry season and boundary demarcation of the core zone to ensure breeding sites for the 
Eld’s Deer.  In addition, a public awareness campaign was conducted in target villages 
on wildlife and forestry law.

In order to achieve goals to increase Eld’s Deer population and maintain healthy forest 
ecosystem, which provides sustainable, social, economic and environmental benefits to 
local communities within Xonnabuly district, WWF Laos has secured funding through 
Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF) and with PAFO will continue collaborative 
management of the Eld’s Deer Sanctuary for the next three years until August 2013.

Phase II of the project will build on successes made during first phase by implementing 
ISDP in seven target villages with an estimated total population of 8,279 people within 
Xonnabuly district.  The project aims to strengthen capacity of local community in 
sustainable management of natural resources through their involvement in all activities 
of management process. In addition to benefit from direct incentives provided by the 
project, the project contributes significantly to local livelihood improvement through 
sustainable use of natural resources.

Kingdom:  Animalia 
Class:  Mammalia 

Order:  Artiodactyla 
Family:  Cervidae 

Subspecies:
Cervus eldi siamensis 

found in Cambodia and 
Lao PDR

 
Eld’s Deer are known 

for their impressive bow 
shaped antlers of the 

stags, which sweep back 
in a single, long curve 

with a small branch 
growing towards the 

front of the head.  
The antlers are replaced 
each year growing up to 

99cm in length, 
reaching their largest 

during breeding season.  
The deer has a regal and 

graceful physique, with 
long, thin legs,  slender 

body,  short tail and large 
ears.  The deers coarse 

coat is reddish-brown to 
grey in colour, 

turning redder during 
hot weather and darker 

brown through cooler 
months. Stags are larger 
and heavier than females 

tend to be darker in 
colour and possess a 

thick mane of long hair 
around the neck.

Height: up to 100cm
Length: 150 to 180cm

Weight: up to 150kg

The Eld’s Deer is named 
after a British Officer, 
Lieutenant Percy Eld.

 

Unlike other  Eld’s Deer 
subspecies, Cervis eldi 

siamensis are not 
associated with wetland 
habitat, but are instead 

found in Deciduous 
Dipterocarp Forest.

DID YOU KNOW?
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