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Formed in 1961, WWF's ultimate goal is to stop the degradation of our

planet and building a future in which humans live in harmony with

nature, through:

• preserving genetic, species, and ecosystem diversity

• ensuring that the use of natural resources is sustainable both now

and in the longer term, for the benefit of all life on Earth 

• promoting action to reduce pollution and wasteful consumption to a

minimum.

The European Policy Office (EPO) based in Brussels contributes to the

achievement of WWF’s global mission by leading the WWF network to

shape European Union policies having an impact on the European and

Global environment. 

But why Brussels?  The fact is that the European Union is a recognised

world leader in environment policy.  80% of the national environmental

legislation applying in the 25 member states originates in Brussels. The EU

Treaty includes a commitment to promoting sustainable development and

environmental protection in all its policies and decisions. The EU has taken

a bold leadership position in promoting the Kyoto Protocol to combat global

climate change in the face of scepticism among other leading industrialised

countries. The EU is now embarking on a long overdue reform of outdated

chemicals laws which when passed will have global impacts.

WWF has played a part in influencing these positions and others

described in this booklet. Supported by 16 WWF national organisations

in Europe, WWF has used its network to influence the governments in

the national capitals, members of the European Parliament and the

European Commission. The EPO has developed a strong

communications presence to let the world’s largest press corps in

Brussels know about our activities. We have joined with other

environmental groups to form the Green 8, and other NGOs from the

social, human rights and development fields in the Civil Society

Contact Group.  For all this work we continue to receive some annual

financial support from the European Commission.

But environmental policy in Europe now stands at a crucial crossroads.

Shrill voices are claiming that environmental protection is a brake on the

competitiveness of European industry. Some are even saying the Kyoto

Protocol should be put on one side as if climate change is some kind of

luxury that can sit on the sidelines that we can return to later when the

economy picks up. The 10 new countries joining the EU will bring with

them a wide range of new environmental challenges and opportunities. 

2004 is the 15th anniversary of WWF’s policy office in Brussels. As we

prepare to celebrate, we can reflect on the significant progress that has

been made in moving the environment agenda forward. But the next 15

years will be even more challenging. Major efforts and political commitment

will be needed to bring the Common Agricultural Policy and the regional

funds fully into line with the EU’s commitments to sustainable development.

Energy and transport policy will have to come to terms with a world that

quickly needs to reduce carbon entering the atmosphere. Fisheries policy

will need to adapt to major depletions in world fish stocks. 

Development, trade and external policies generally will need to help the

poorest countries of the world grapple with the sustainability challenges.

WWF is an organisation firmly founded on a scientific and solutions based

approach. In the following pages you will find information on the key areas

in which WWF works, examples of our achievements and future directions

for influencing European public policy. We can only do this with the support

of others. We hope you will be inspired by our work and join us in achieving

our mission to build a future in which humans live in harmony with Nature.

Tony Long

Director, WWF European Policy Office

A word from the director
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Agriculture and Rural Development 

THE PROBLEM:
Agriculture is the main cause of some of the most significant

environmental problems globally and in Europe. Concentrated livestock

production, pesticide and chemical use, deforestation, drainage of

wetlands, soil erosion, all lead to water and air pollution, as well as loss

of habitats and biodiversity.

The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) remains at the head of

agriculture and rural development within the European Union. With an

average expenditure of approximately 43 billion euros per year,

representing almost half the total EU budget, the CAP is the single

most significant financial instrument within the European Union. It is

also arguably the most controversial policy resulting in environmental

impacts, and restricting market access for many developing countries

that remain dependent on the trade of agricultural products.

THE WAY FORWARD:
Reforming the CAP does not mean undermining the countryside or

farming. By re-directing funds towards the promotion of sustainable

rural development and environmentally friendly farming, Europe has a

unique opportunity to deliver for the environment alongside ensuring

long-term vibrant rural communities in Europe, and fair and sustainable

farming across the developing world.  A reformed CAP can protect soil

fertility, provide habitats for a widened diversity of flora and fauna,

reduce CO2 emissions, and minimise the impact of natural disasters

such as floods and landslides. 

The momentum for changing the CAP is gathering.  In recent years,

the Commission has linked rural development subsidies to Member

States’ compliance with EU environmental law. The CAP is now

potentially the main budget for supporting the implementation of the

Water, Habitats, and Birds Directives. 

WWF’S ROLE:
The time between now and 2006 represents the best opportunity to

put into practice the environmental integration the CAP has long been

preaching about. As one of only four environmental NGOs statutorily

consulted by the European Commission on issues relating to the CAP,

WWF will continue to put forward strong alternatives in which Europe’s

natural richness and landscape values are linked to sustainable

economic land use. This will include:

• Moving away from environmentally damaging subsidies towards use

of EU rural development funds to support nature management and

sustainable development

• Increased market access to the EU for developing countries 

• Elimination of market incentives that encourage over-production and

dumping in developing countries.
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SUCCESSES:
■ WWF has been a key player in the strengthening of rural

development policy in Europe.  It has helped secure on-going

budget increases that will ensure spending on sustainable rural

development reaches 7 billion euros per year by 2007

■ Lobbying led by WWF on the potential pitfalls of decoupled

payments ensured the inclusion in 2003 of an option available to

Member States to allocate specific budgets to safeguard

economically fragile farming systems at risk of abandonment in

high nature value farming 

■ The linking of subsidy payments to farmers to the respect of

environmental standards –or environmental cross-compliance;

was a key demand of WWF for many years.  Through on-going

advocacy, and technical work on how to ensure such a measure

could be implemented across Europe; WWF was able to achieve

compulsory cross-compliance for all subsidy payments.
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Fisheries and marine policy 

THE PROBLEM:
European Fisheries have been in crisis for many years with many of the

most important fish stocks on the verge of collapse. Europe’s fishing

capacity is too great for the available resources.  To add to this, the

marine environment continues to suffer from fishing gear that affects

the sea floor, and a by-catch of non-target species such as sea birds,

cetaceans, and juvenile fish.  

The Common Fisheries policy (CFP) regulates fishing in Europe and

fishing by Community vessels in distant waters, but has proved

ineffective in conserving fish stocks and lessening the impact of fishing

on the environment. On the contrary, inappropriate subsidies to the

sector and ineffective conservation measures have only made the

situation worse. 

This has dire consequences for Europe as well as for the fisheries of

other countries. The resources of several developing nations risk

becoming depleted by the subsidised EU fleet, thus threatening vital

food sources and the livelihoods of local communities. 

THE WAY FORWARD: 
Reform of the CFP was the subject of the WWF European fisheries

Campaign in 2002. This Campaign helped to ensure a welcome

change to the European fisheries frameworks. However, much work

remains to be done as the new framework needs to be rigorously

implemented through further legislation. 

WWF’S ROLE:
WWF will continue to work to ensure that vigorous recovery plans are

proposed by the Commission and agreed by the Member States as

soon as possible. Specifically, WWF will aim for the implementation of

recovery plans and the development of long term management plans

that shifts the current crisis fisheries management towards long term

management of our fish stocks.  In addition, WWF will:

• Continue to fight for the elimination of harmful subsidies

• Promote the idea of no-take zones to protect the marine

environment and preserve important breeding grounds

• Argue for technical improvements to cut down on by-catches and

discards and reduce habitat destruction

• Aim to reduce the footprint of European fisheries on third countries.

SUCCESSES:
■ In 2002, WWF conducted the highly successful Europe-wide

Fisheries Campaign

■ WWF continues to engage in the implementation of the CFP.
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European Forest Policy

THE PROBLEM:
Forests, Europe's most biodiverse terrestrial ecosystem, face a

spiralling threat which increased forest area within Europe has done

nothing to assuage.

It is estimated that in continental Europe, more than half of the natural

and virgin forests have disappeared. The rest are in decline. 

Forest dwelling species have been brought to the verge of extinction in

many areas and others have already disappeared from their former

ranges.  Among mammals, typically 20-50% and among birds 15-40%

of forest dwelling species are categorised as threatened.

WWF recently undertook a European-wide study (called the Government

Barometer). This clearly highlighted that overall the uptake of the Action

Plan was apathetic at best and that the EU needs to make a concerted

effort to prevent the disastrous trade in illegal timber and wood products.

THE WAY FORWARD:
Europe's forests are affected directly by EU policies on agriculture, trade

and investment, climate and energy, freshwater, accession and regional

funding, development and external relations.  In addition, the EU has a

role to play in encouraging and enabling the implementation of over-

arching international agreements such as the United Nations Forum on

Forests (UNFF), the Convention on Biological Diversity CBD) and the

Ministerial Conference for the Protection of Forests in Europe (MCPFE).  

In view of the complexity of the forests portfolio, the European Council

adopted a Resolution on a Forestry Strategy for the European Union in

1998.  Its overall aim was to be the new framework for EU forest activities. 

As such, the priorities for WWF's forest policy work at the EU level is to

ensure complimentarity with WWF targets on forest protection,

management and restoration and effective consultation with other

policy areas. 

WWF’S ROLE:
Drawing on a network of eighty national forest officers across

continental Europe, WWF's European Forest Policy team is able to

cover and offer expertise on a wide range of issues relevant to the EU. 

Key priorities will be:

• EU Action Plan on Forest Law Enforcement Governance and Trade 

• Revision of the EU Forest Strategy

• Sustainability Impact Assessments

• Forest protection and the Natura 2000 network, specifically in the

Member States and Candidate Countries

• Promotion of credible timber certification

• Ensuring that EU financial and political drivers act as a positive lever

for change with regard to investment infrastructure through the SIA

and EIA processes

• Working with the WWF agriculture, freshwater, climate change and

trade investment on CAP reform and the RDR, integrated river basin

management, expansion of the role of renewable energy and trade

and financial levers.

SUCCESSES:
■ At European level, WWF has been a key player in the negotiations

on the public procurement directives to ensure timber and wood

products procured by national, regional and local governments, as

well as by the EU institutions themselves, come from well

managed sources, as proven by credible certification

■ This work ensured both that the public authorities could take

environmental and social considerations into account in their

tendering process as opposed to purely economic ones, and that

previous case law was not lost from the new Directives

■ At the ministerial conference on forest protection in Vienna, WWF

was successful in highlighting the urgent need for effective forest

protection across Europe through direct lobbying of over forty

national governments and the EU. 
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Regional Policy

THE PROBLEM:
The arrival of the new members presents an opportunity to safeguard

the environmental heritage in Eastern Europe, but also threatens to

dilute environmental legislation in a new and enlarged European Union. 

The EU Structural and Regional Funds will be decisive in raising living

standards in the accession countries. The new members will receive 22

billion euros before 2006, and are expected to receive much more after

that date. 

At present, the Structural Funds are also meant to make environmental

protection a priority in the design and implementation of projects.

However, they are more often used in ways that undermine agreed

environmental and nature conservation objectives. Currently, only 6 to

10% of total Regional Funds spending goes on measures to fulfil

environmental objectives. 

For the ten new members, their first experience with the Funds will be

critical in shaping institutions, policies, and approaches to sustainable

development. How they use them will set a benchmark for determining

how much they will receive in the future. Unfortunately this means an

incentive to spend as much as possible through investments in large,

expensive, and usually unsustainable projects. 

THE WAY FORWARD:
These Funds, if properly directed and managed, represent the highest

potential for sustainable development in Europe. During 2004 the mid-

term review of the Structural Funds and the drafting of the new

regulations for Regional Funds Spending 2007-2013; plus the

identification of conservation areas in the candidate countries within the

next three years offer key opportunities to change the course and

impact of Structural Funds spending in the enlarged Union. 

WWF’S ROLE:
WWF will work to ensure that sustainable development is the primary

objective of the EU regional funds. Specifically, WWF will:

• Seek improvements in the EU Regulations establishing objectives

and eligible areas, on the basis of criteria related to sustainable

development, as well as in the monitoring systems by promoting the

use of a standard instrument to properly assess how the funds are

allocated to environmental objectives 

• Campaign to increase structural fund support for the Natura 2000

network of protected areas , for the implementation of the Water

Framework Directive, for energy efficiency measures and the

implementation of other EU environmental and nature protection laws. 

SUCCESSES:
■ The WWF EPO played a pivotal role in influencing the European

Commission to make the link between the Habitats Directive and

the Structural Funds. In particular, this helped lead to the

establishment of Natura 2000

■ In the 1999 update of the Structural Funds regulations, WWF was

instrumental in the adding of new legal language that permits 30

billion euros per year to be spent on ‘improving’ the environment,

as opposed to just preventing damage.



WWW.PANDA.ORG/EPO

6

Climate and Energy Policy 

THE PROBLEM:
Climate Change is one of the largest threats to sustainable

development globally. The coal and oil we burn to produce electricity,

run industrial machinery, power cars, and heat buildings produces CO2
and greenhouse gases that threaten to disrupt ecosystems and

species, food security, human health and entire vulnerable economies

on an unprecedented scale in our planet’s history.

THE WAY FORWARD:
While the Kyoto Protocol to limit greenhouse gases was an important

step, it was only the first in what needs to be a major shift to a carbon-

free and clean energy future. Renewable energy sources such as wind,

solar and biomass remain under-exploited, while the full potential of

cleaner technologies, such as cogeneration, and super-efficient

buildings, appliances and cars have yet to be recognised. 

As a signatory of the Protocol, the EU has committed to reduce

greenhouse gas emissions between 2008 and 2012 to 8% below

Europe’s 1990 emission levels. In addition, new laws on EU-wide

emissions trading, cogeneration of heat and power, standards for

energy efficiency of appliances, and new renewable energy targets,

represent a positive example for other OECD actors to follow. In order

to keep global warming below a temperature increase of 2 degrees

over pre-industrial temperatures, ambitious policies are necessary in

the EU. For example to increase renewable energies to 25% by 2020

and a continuous decrease of overall energy consumption by 1%

annually. 

WWF’S ROLE:
WWF influenced the EU member states to become the first OECD

countries to ratify the Kyoto Protocol in March 2002. Moreover, WWF

was supportive of  the adoption of the Emissions Trading Directive in

December 2002, which makes the EU the first legal entity in the world

setting absolute emission limits for individual industrial CO2 emitters.

This affects about 10,000 installations in Europe covering almost 50%

of the EU’s climate pollution. 

Despite this progress, much still needs to be done. Looking at

measures taken so far European Environment Agency projections 

show the European Union and many of its Member States will still fail

to meet their Kyoto Protocol targets. WWF will focus primarily on the

power sector as a key for energy policy changes. 

With this in mind, WWF will continue to call for:

• Large reductions in CO2 emissions from fossil fuels to make the

power sector carbon-free by the middle of this century

• Improvements to the end-use efficiency of appliances, buildings and

industrial motors

• Measures to increase the efficiency of power plants such as through

combined heat and power (CHP)

• Expansion of the role of renewable energy such as wind power,

biomass and solar power

• The phasing out of  subsidies to the fossil fuel industry.

SUCCESSES:
■ WWF has been a key NGO in the fight for a Renewable Energy

Directive in the EU to increase overall renewable energies to 12%

of all energy consumed by 2010

■ WWF was instrumental establishing the Eugene network to

promote green electricity as a source of renewable energy.
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Tony Long
Director
Tel: +32 2 743 8805
E-mail: tlong@wwfepo.org

Marta Ballesteros
Programme Director
Tel: +32 2 743 8812
E-mail: mballesteros@wwfepo.org
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MANAGEMENT

Claudia Delpero
Communications Manager
Tel: +32 2 740 0925
E-mail: cdelpero@wwfepo.org

Florence Danthine
Communications Assistant
Tel: +32 2 743 8801
E-mail: fdanthine@wwfepo.org

COMMUNICATIONS

Delia Villagrasa
European Parliamentary Affairs
Tel: +32 2 740 0935
E-mail: europarl@wwfepo.org

PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS

Stephan Singer
Head of European Climate and
Energy Policy Unit
Tel: +32 2 743 8817
E-mail: ssinger@wwfepo.org

Oliver Rapf
Climate Change & Business
Senior Policy Officer
Tel: +32 2 743 8808
E-mail: orapf@wwfepo.org

Jean-Philippe Denruyter
Climate Change and Energy 
Policy Officer
Tel: +32 2 740 0927
E-mail: jdenruyter@wwfepo.org

Mariangiola Fabbri
Energy Efficiency
Renewable Energy
Campaign Assistant
Tel: +32 2 740 0934
E-mail: mfabbri@wwfepo.org

CLIMATE AND ENERGY

Elizabeth Guttenstein
Head of European Agriculture and
Rural Development
Tel: +32 2 740 0924
E-mail: eguttenstein@wwfepo.org

Catherine Brett
European Agriculture and 
Rural Development
Communications Officer
Tel: +32 2 740 0936
E-mail: cbrett@wwfepo.org

Thomas Nielsen
European Agriculture and 
Rural Development
Policy Assistant
Tel: +32 2 740 0922
E-mail: tnielsen@wwfepo.org

AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Eva Royo Gelabert
Senior European 
Water Policy Officer
Tel: +32 2 743 8814
E-mail: eroyogela@wwfepo.org

Sergey Moroz
European Water Policy
Research Assistant
Tel: +32 2 740 0923
E-mail: smoroz@wwfepo.org

WATER

Charlotte Mogensen
Fisheries Policy Officer
Tel: +32 2 743 8807
E-mail: cmogensen@wwfepo.org

Carol Phua
Marine Coordinator & 
Policy Officer
Tel: +32 2 740 0928
E-mail: cphua@wwfepo.org

FISHERIES

36 avenue de Tervurenlaan Box 12

B – 1040 Brussels

Tel: +32 2 743 88 00
Fax: +32 2 743 88 19

E-mail: WWF-EPO@wwfepo.org

Website: http://www.panda.org/epo

WWF European Policy Office



Stefanie Lang
European Regional Policy Officer
Tel: +32 2 740 0930
E-mail: slang@wwfepo.org

REGIONAL POLICY 

Paloma Agrasot
Neighbourhood Programme
Manager
Tel: +32 2 743 8811
E-mail: pagrasot@wwfepo.org

Ninja Reineke
Toxics Programme
Senior Programme Officer
Tel: +32 2 740 0926
E-mail: nreineke@wwfepo.org

Justin Wilkes
Toxics Programme
Programme Officer
Tel: +32 2 740 0932
E-mail: jwilkes@wwfepo.org

Sandra Jen
Detox Campaign
Senior European Policy Officer
Tel: +32 2 743 8813
E-mail: sjen@wwfepo.org

Noemi Cano Viñas
Detox Campaign
Communications Manager
Tel: +32 2 743 8806
E-mail: ncanovinas@wwfepo.org

Suzanne Natelson
Detox Campaign 
Communications Assistant
Tel: +32 2 740 0931
E-mail: snatelson@wwfepo.org

CHEMICALS

NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICY 

Hervé Lefeuvre
Environment and 
Development Aid
Policy Coordinator & Fundraising
Tel: +32 2 743 8810
E-mail: hlefeuvre@wwfepo.org

Charlotte Talens
Environment and 
Development Aid
Policy Officer and Technical
Advisor on EU/Africa Relations
Tel: +32 2 740 0929
E-mail: ctalens@wwfepo.org

DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION

Eivind Hoff
Trade and Investment Advisor
Tel: +32 2 743 8809
E-mail: ehoff@wwfepo.org

Andreas Baumueller
Biodiversity/Natura 2000
European Policy Officer
Tel: +32 2 740 0921
E-mail: abaumueller@wwfepo.org

NATURA 2000

EXTERNAL TRADE

Evelyne Rottiers
Finance Manager
Tel: +32 2 743 8804
E-mail: erottiers@wwfepo.org

Laurence Jacques
Finance Assistant
Tel: +32 2 740 0933
E-mail: ljacques@wwfepo.org 

Florence Mouné
Office Manager
Tel: +32 2 743 8802
E-mail: fmoune@wwfepo.org

Jean Shearn
Director's Assistant
Tel: +32 2 743 8803
E-mail: jshearn@wwfepo.org

Lise Devaux
Receptionist/Secretary
Tel: +32 2 743 8800
E-mail: ldevaux@wwfepo.org

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
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WWF in Europe

International Secretariat
Tel: +41 22 364 9111
Fax: +41 22 364 5358
E-mail: webmaster@wwfint.org
Web: www.panda.org

Austria
Tel: +43 1 488 170
Fax: +43 1 488 1729
E-mail: wwf@wwf.at
Web: www.wwf.at

Austria - Danube/Carpathian
Programme (DCPO)
Tel: +43 1 5245 470
Fax: +43 1 5245 470 70
E-mail: office@wwfdcp.org
Web: www.panda.org/europe

Belgium
Tel: +32 2 340 0999
Fax: +32 2 340 0933
E-mail: info@wwf.be
Web: www.wwf.be

Belgium - European Policy Office
(EPO)
Tel: +32 2 743 8800
Fax: +32 2 743 8819
E-mail: WWF-EPO@wwfepo.org
Web: www.panda.org/epo

Denmark
Tel: +45 35 36 36 35
Fax: +45 35 24 78 68
E-mail: wwf@wwf.dk
Web: www.wwf.dk

Finland
Tel: +358 9 774 0100
Fax: +358 9 774 02139
E-mail: info@wwf.fi
Web: www.wwf.fi

France
Tel: +33 1 55 25 84 84
Fax: +33 1 55 25 84 74
E-mail: wwf-france@wwf.fr
Web: www.wwf.fr

Germany
Tel: +49 69 79 14 40
Fax: +49 69 61 72 21
E-mail: wwf@info.de
Web: www.wwf.de

Germany - North East Atlantic
Programme
Tel: +49 421 65846-22
Fax: +49 421 65846-12
E-mail: info@wwfneap.org
Web: www.ngo.grida.no/wwfneap/

Greece
Tel: +30 210 331 4893
Fax: +30 210 324 7578
E-mail: webmaster@wwf.gr
Web: www.wwf.gr

Hungary
Tel: +36 1 214 5554
Fax: +36 1 212 9353
E-mail: panda@wwf.hu
Web: www.wwf.hu

Italy
Tel: +39 06 844 971
Fax: +39 06 853 006 12
E-mail: wwf@wwf.it
Web: www.wwf.it

Italy - Mediterranean 
Programme (MEDPO)
Tel: +39 06 844 97227
Fax: +39 06 841 3866
E-mail: croberts@wwfmedpo.org
Web: www.panda.org/mediterranean

Latvia
Tel: +37 1 7505 640
Fax: +37 1 7505 651
E-mail: wwf@wwf.org.lv
Web: www.wwf.lv

Netherlands
Tel: +31 30 6937 333
Fax: +31 30 6912 064
E-mail: info@wwf.nl
Web: www.wnf.nl

Norway
Tel: +47 22 03 6500
Fax: +47 22 20 0666
E-mail: info@wwf.no
Web: www.wwf.no

Norway - Arctic Programme
Tel: +47 22 03 6500
Fax: +47 22 20 0666
E-mail: arctic@wwf.no
Web: www.ngo.grida.no/wwfap

Poland
Tel: +48 22 849 8469
Fax: +48 22 646 3672
E-mail: chojnacki@wwf.pl
Web: www.wwf.pl

Republic of Georgia
Tel: +995 32 33 0154
Fax: +995 32 33 0190
E-mail: gsanadiradze@wwfgeo.org.ge
Web: www.panda.org/europe

Russia
Tel: +7 095 727 0939
Fax: +7 095 727 0938
E-mail: russia@wwf.ru
Web: www.wwf.ru

Spain (ADENA)
Tel: +34 91 354 0578
Fax: +34 91 365 6336
E-mail: info@wwf.es
Web: www.wwf.es

Spain - Across the Waters 
Project Office
Tel: +34 93 305 6252
Fax: +34 93 278 8030
E-mail: cstein@atw-wwf.org
Web: www.atw-wwf.org

Sweden
Tel: +46 8 624 7400
Fax: +46 8 85 1329
E-mail: info@wwf.se 
Web: www.wwf.se

Switzerland
Tel: +41 1 297 2121
Fax: +41 1 297 2100
E-mail: service@wwf.ch
Web: www.wwf.ch

Turkey
Tel: +90 212 528 2030
Fax: +90 212 528 2040
E-mail: info@wwf.org.tr
Web: www.wwf.org.tr

UK
Tel: +44 1483 426 444
Fax: +44 1483 426 409
E-mail: supportercare@wwf.org.uk
Web: www.wwf.org.uk

Traffic Europe
Tel: +32 2 343 8258
Fax: +32 2 343 2565
E-mail: traffic@traffic-europe.com
Web: www.traffic.org

WWW.PANDA.ORG/EPO

For details of WWF offices outside the Europe/Middle-East region, please contact the International Secretariat or www.panda.org.
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European Water policy

THE PROBLEM:
Freshwater ecosystems are vital for people and wildlife. Over the past

century, there has been dramatic loss and damage to freshwater

habitats in Europe, with half of Europe’s wetlands lost, and virtually none

of Europe’s rivers left untouched by dams and other infrastructures. 

According to the European Environment Agency, water resources in

many areas of Europe continue to be threatened. Drinking water quality

is still of concern with more than 10% of European Union citizens

potentially exposed to contaminants that exceed the maximum

allowable concentrations. These health risks are matched by the

considerable impact on biodiversity by pollutants in our water ranging

from pesticides to heavy metals at concentrations greater than those

laid down in standards set by the EU.

THE WAY FORWARD:
In 2000, the EU adopted a revolutionary new law – the Water Framework

Directive (WFD) – to prevent further deterioration and achieve good

ecological and chemical status in all European waters by 2015. 

The EU is currently working on daughter legislation from the WFD,

including legislation to phase out certain hazardous substances, as 

well as improving EU legislation to prevent  ecological impacts on

freshwater ecosystems from the activities of the extraction industry.

WWF’S ROLE:
WWF works in more than 30 river basins worldwide in the development

of Integrated River Basin Management (IRBM) systems. As a result, we

have established us as a key source of expertise in this field. At the

European level, WWF has been the leading organisation influencing the

adoption of the Water Framework Directive and ensuring the legal text

is as strong as possible and includes binding objectives such as the

end of the release of hazardous substances.

The implementation of the WFD will take place in the years

leading up to  2015. During this time, WWF will work to:

• Ensure that the financial and political drivers in this

process work according to the Integrated River Basin

Management (IRBM) approach

• Pressure key EU institutions to stop funding for

potentially destructive water infrastructure

developments, including the Spanish National

Hydrological Plan

• Contribute to the full implementation of the WFD on

the ground, including the application of the provisions

dealing with public participation and wetland protection. 

SUCCESSES:
■ WWF’s vital contribution to the definition, development and

implementation of the EU’s Water Framework Directive (WFD) over

the years has been widely recognised by European stakeholders

and the EU Institutions. We are members of the European Water

Framework Directive Common Implementation Strategy and many

of our suggestions – developed with the help of other NGOs and

stakeholders - on “best practices” in integrated river basin

management have been incorporated in the guidelines for WFD

implementation

■ WWF has played a key role in ensuring that the revision of the EU

Directive controlling major accident hazards (the so-called Seveso

II Directive) covered mining/quarry dangerous tailings ponds, as

accidental spills from such ponds, like those in Spain in 1998 and

Romania in 2000, can have disastrous impacts on freshwater

ecosystems

■ WWF has worked to ensure the environmental cancellation of the

controversial Ebro river transfer from the Spanish National

Hydrological Plan.
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THE PROBLEM:
Contamination from synthetic chemicals represents a growing threat to

animals, the environment, and human beings. In our modern society,

we are all exposed to  chemical pollutants in almost all areas and at all

stages of our lives.  Scientists are finding that many can interfere in

numerous ways with nervous, reproductive, immune and hormone

systems. Chemicals used in everyday products are contaminating

remote ecosystems and we are only beginning to understand the

wide-ranging  impacts that these chemicals may have on the health of

animals in the wild.

Yet, at the moment, we do not have access to basic safety information

for the bulk of chemicals being sold, as the current regulatory system

has not obliged industry to produce safety information for ‘existing

chemicals’ that have been on the market since before 1981. These

existing chemicals are considered ‘innocent until proven guilty’ and it is

very difficult and time consuming for regulators to control their use if

problems emerge. Fortunately, thanks to rigorous campaigning efforts,

the most fundamental review of chemicals policy ever undertaken in

Europe is now underway.

THE WAY FORWARD:
REACH (Registration, Evaluation and Authorisation) is the European

Commission’s proposal for a new approach to regulating chemical

substances. The new set of laws will be debated within the European

Institutions  over the next two years.

REACH, as proposed by the Commission, will oblige industry to

provide safety information for their chemicals, over an eleven year

timetable, and creates a new ‘authorisation’ process which should lead

to more effective control of the most hazardous chemicals. Safety

information will be publicly available on an internet database of

registered chemicals, and information on chemical safety should flow

up and down the supply chain more effectively. 

WWF considers that the Commission’s REACH proposal is an

important step forward. However, we believe that improvements are

needed to ensure a high level of protection of human health and the

environment. For example, we consider that the use of the most

hazardous chemicals should be phased out if safer alternatives are

available, or if the use is not important to society.

WWF’S ROLE:
REACH is extremely controversial, and is strongly opposed by the

Chemicals industry and  some concerns are being raised by

downstream users of chemicals such as the electronics and

automotive industries. Much of this opposition is due to inaccurate

information and economic analyses about REACH and its impacts

WWF is committed to demonstrating the need for REACH, and is

working to ensure that the debate on the costs and benefits of REACH

is well informed and balanced. WWF will also be calling for

improvements in REACH, to ensure that public health and the

environment are properly protected.

Chemicals policy

SUCCESSES:
■ The WWF EPO has played a key role in ensuring that the

proposed new EU chemicals regulation (REACH) includes controls

on endocrine disrupting chemicals

■ WWF has led the way in developing the case for business benefits

of a new chemicals policy

■ WWF showed the extent of chemical contamination through its

blood testing of MEPs.



External Trade

THE PROBLEM:
In our increasingly interdependent world, trade and the health of the

environment have become inescapably linked. Rising trade flows over

the past 50 years may have created new opportunities and fostered

economic growth, but they have also resulted in greater use of our

natural resources and an increase in the waste that pollutes our

environment. 

Even minor changes to the international trading system could have a

massive impact on the way resources are used on the ground,

especially in developing countries. The international response to these

challenges is incoherent and contradictory. The global economic

institutions, which grapple with them are shaped fundamentally by

decisions that were taken decades ago, when the world was very

different. Multilateral trade rules today threaten to undermine global and

national environmental governance. This is especially true for the World

Trade Organisation (WTO) which considers trade liberalisation as its

main objective and has a very effective mechanism to enforce its rules. 

THE WAY FORWARD:
Reform of the WTO is needed to make it more responsive to

environmental concerns. At the same time, international organisations

that are expert in environment and sustainable development must be

strengthened and take the lead in the trade and environment debate. 

As the biggest market for developing country goods, the EU is well

placed to pioneer reform of international trade rules so that they take

account of environmental concerns in a way that is not misused for

protectionist purposes. This will require delicate political balances to be

struck between environment and development needs - and this in turn

will entail the use of new decision-making processes, which are

invested with the confidence of developing countries.

WWF’S ROLE:
WWF is convinced that long-term poverty alleviation is unattainable

without addressing environmental concerns. With this in mind, WWF

continues to press governments and bodies such as the European

Union to put sustainable development at the centre of the ongoing

round of world trade talks in the WTO, and establish more

comprehensive fora for the debate on trade and environment. Crucially,

WWF is able to develop and inform its trade policy through input from

a network of experts both north and south. A joint and proactive north-

south sustainable trade agenda is desperately needed. Few NGOs are

better placed to help in crafting one. 
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SUCCESSES:
■ The EU has established Sustainability Impact Assessments of its

trade negotiations and is committed to improve the methodology

and the integration of the results into policy making. Commission

officials have conceded that WWF’s interventions on this issue

have been of critical influence

■ The EU is adopting a more political and governance oriented

approach in the trade and environment negotiations in the WTO.

WWF engaged in dialogue on this issue with great rigour, and

finds many of its recommendations reflected in current EU policy

■ WWF’s interventions on transparency and accountability in trade

policy-making have been taken up and supported by key

members of the European Parliament.



Development Cooperation Policy 

THE PROBLEM:
Poverty and environmental degradation have become permanent

features of many of the world’s developing countries. They are also

closely linked. Economic growth as it is currently pursued has in many

cases impacted negatively on both. 

Imbalances in global wealth often lead poorer countries to put the

welfare of their people before the protection of nature. However, the

result is even greater depletion of a country’s natural riches. In many

developing countries natural resources make a significant contribution

to average rural incomes (up to 40% in some African countries). As a

result of careless economic policies and environmental

mismanagement, today 60% of the poorest people in the least

developed countries live in ecologically fragile areas. 

Overexploitation of natural resources for trading purpose beyond the limit

of nature regeneration capacity is a key problem. Many of Europe’s

imports of natural resource products such as timber and fish from

developing countries are owned by European companies benefiting from

EU subsidies. The coherence of EU policies is at stake. Despite high-

level political commitments, the  EU still does not consider the

environment and natural resources as a sector for  development aid.

Europe, as a major trading bloc, investor, and donor of aid, could play

a leading role in finding ways to reconcile development and

environmental sustainability. 

THE WAY FORWARD:
With an annual budget in excess of 13 billion euros, EU development

and external relations policies and programmes have the power to

influence how natural resources in developing countries are utilised and

conserved. However, by focusing purely on economic solutions to

poverty, existing EU development policy is in danger of leading to

greater use, pollution, and more unequal access to natural resources. 

Europe needs to wake up to the urgency of applying a holistic model

of sustainable development to its external policies. One that recognizes

environmental protection as a tool for development rather than a

financial burden.

WWF’S ROLE:
WWF will continue to ask EU development policy and external relations

to make a priority of supporting environmental protection and the

sustainable management of natural resources. WWF will also continue

to stress  the role of sustainable management of natural resources for

poverty alleviation. Specifically, WWF will:

• Actively engage the European Commission, EC delegations, and

developing countries with a view to raising awareness on the link

between poverty and the environment

• Promote the greening of trade, regional and co-operation

agreements between the EU and developing countries, especially

through the implementation of the Cotonou Agreement between the

EU and the nations of Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific

• Work to ensure that budget regulations such as the ALA (for Latin

America and Asia) and the Cotonou Agreement  (for Africa, the

Caribbean, and the Pacific) make nature conservation and

sustainable management of natural resources key priorities

• Encourage dialogue between local environmental organisations in

developing countries and the European Commission Delegations and

EuropeAid Office

• Raise awareness of Europe’s environmental ‘footprint’ in non-

European countries.
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SUCCESSES:
■ At the World Summit on Sustainable Development in

Johannesburg in 2002, WWF was instrumental in persuading the

EU to commit to phasing out fisheries subsidies, establishing

marine protected areas, reforming global chemicals policy, and

launching energy and water initiatives for developing countries

■ WWF influenced the content of the MEDA regulation in 2000,

which includes clear references on sustainable development and

the need for environmental integration

■ WWF developed a coalition with 10 development NGOs in order

to campaign against the Commission’s proposal changing existing

ALA regulation. All WWF proposed amendments were adopted by

the EP plenary assembly in May 2003

■ WWF worked closely with the ACP/EU joint assembly for the

development of the Report on “the sustainable management and

conservation of natural resources in ACP countries in the context of

the 9th EDF programing” adopted unanimoulsy in October 2003. 



Governance

WWF is at the forefront of the development of new policy and

legislation in the European Union. Our input during the past decade

has led to tighter controls to protect the environment, reform of cross-

sectoral policies in line with the principles of sustainable development,

and the creation of innovative new approaches to natural resource

management. However, our policy successes are just the beginning.

Over the coming years, WWF will focus more on the following issues

as we try to move the EU from words and policy to real action.   

• Implementation - Effective policy and timely legislation is useless if

it is not properly implemented. This issue has come into the spotlight

recently with the news that Europe’s ambitious climate change policy

is being flouted at Member State level. The truth is that the

environment will remain under threat until important new policies are

properly carried out. Consequently, WWF will work to ensure

implementation, compliance, and enforcement of EU environmental

legislation. 

• Encouraging effective communication - There is a growing

recognition that effective environmental communication is decisive

not only in the public identification and definition of the most urgent

problems, but also in the building of the social, economic and

political action networks, which are needed to reverse present

unsustainable and negative environmental trends. WWF will work to

build an effective approach to communications that educates,

mobilises, and responds to the general public, enabling greater

environmental awareness and protection. 

• Building Capacity - Environmental protection requires more than

the good intentions contained within environmental legislation. It

requires real action and real implementation. Too many key players in

sustainable development – from local and regional authorities and

NGOs, to businesses and academics – lack the

capacity to make a real difference. This lack of

capacity stretches from financial, human resource,

and institutional capacity, to knowledge and

experience capacity. WWF will work to ensure

knowledge transfer and the strengthening of local

actors. 

• Promoting integration – A narrow approach to

environmental policy will do little to safeguard

Europe’s threatened biodiversity, our polluted air and

water, our congested transport infrastructure, and our

over-reliance on outmoded industrial processes and

dangerous chemicals. Rather, our only route to an improved

environment in Europe is through the integration of environment and

sustainable development throughout the policies of the EU,

particularly on energy, transport, and agriculture. WWF will work to

ensure that the European Union honours its commitment to integrate

environment and sustainable development in all Community policies.

• Working in partnership - Environmental protection requires

effective and strong partnerships between NGOs, local government,

businesses, EU Member States, and the European Union institutions.

These partnerships are essential to broadening and enriching our

understanding of the threats and opportunities that lie ahead in the

environment sector. WWF will work to build coalitions to reform

agricultural and fisheries policy, to implement energy and water

policy, to tighten chemical s policy, and to support a successful EU

enlargement. 
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WWF-EPO financial year 2003*

BALANCE SHEET
Assets FY 2003 EURO

Petty cash 562

Current bank account 359.471

Short time deposits 557.212

Warranties and prepaid expenses 3.214

920.459

Liabilities and funds

Social charges payable 140.491

Payable to suppliers 75.620

Carry forward of project balances 704.348

920.459

INCOME: 1.944.245 euros

■ 35,19% WWF National organisations

■ 17,01% WWF International

■ 34,43% European commission

■ 9,92% Foundations

■ 3,45% Other income

EXPENSES: 2.191.194 euros

Campaigns 72,90% ■

Administration 10,49% ■

Management 11,87% ■

Communications 4,73% ■

*Financial year covers the period 01.07 to 30.06
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WWF’s mission is to stop the degradation of the planet’s natural
environment and to build a future in which humans live in harmony
with nature, by:

• conserving the world’s biological diversity

• ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is sustainable

• promoting the reduction of pollution and wasteful consumption

WWF European Policy Office
Avenue de Tervurenlaan, 36 Box 12
1040 Brussels
Belgium
Tel:+32 2 743 88 00
Fax:+32 2 743 88 19


