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At a national level, all but three countries of
the EU-27 currently run ecological deficits
and the com bined footprint of Member States
is more than twice their biocapacity.

Nations and regions with ecological deficits
can maintain their resource consumption in two
ways – and usually do so by combining both.
They can use their own ecological assets faster
than these are regenerated each year – for
example, depleting existing forest stocks rather
than just harvesting the amount grown each
year. Or they can import resources from

elsewhere and export the wastes they generate,
including CO2.

Ecological creditors – just Finland, Latvia,
and Sweden among the EU-27 – may be
endowed with ecological reserves, but this 
does not necessarily mean that all their assets
are well managed and are not subject to over -
harvesting or degradation. Things change – just
40 years ago, much of Europe, too, was an
ecological creditor.

But with a continuing global deficit, debtor
and creditor countries alike will come to

realize the significance of ecological assets
both for economic competitiveness and
national security, and the economic value of
curbing their footprints, thereby husbanding
their biocapacity.

As national and regional ecological deficits
continue to increase, the predominant
geopolitical line may shift away from the
current economic division between the
developed and developing, and fall between
those with ecological reserves and those 
with deficits.
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The EU-27 is home to 7.7 per cent of the global
population, and contains 9.5 per cent of the
world’s biocapacity. Yet, in 2003 the European
Union accounted for just over 16 per cent of the
global Ecological Footprint. Although Europe’s
shares have diminished since 1971, largely as 
a result of increases in global population, it
remains ecologically dependent upon countries
with ecological reserves. With the world already
in ecological deficit, this is unlikely to be sus -
tainable in the long term, and highlights the
urgency of decoupling attit udes, lifestyles, and
production from current levels of resource
consumption.
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