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Climate Witness: Rajab Mohamed Soselo, Tanzania
In a coastal village some 18 km north of Tanzania’s capital Dar Es Salaam, a fisherman is witness to the  damages wrought by rising sea levels
What the IPCC says
· Large numbers of people are currently  at risk of floods, particularly in  coastal areas, where coastal erosion  is already destroying infrastructure,  housing and tourism facilities 
· Eastern Africa has been experiencing  an intensifying dipole rainfall pattern  on the decadal time-scale. The dipole  is characterised by [...] declining  [amounts of] rainfall over the  southern sector 
Source: IPCC 4th Assessment Report,  working group II [9.2.1.5, 9.2.1] 



Rajabu Mohammed Soselo, 63, has lived in  Kunduchi for 42 years. He is married and  has 7 children.
“The beach is gradually being  washed away”



What this WWF Climate Witness  is experiencing right now
· “I have seen how the sea has advanced for about 200m in  the last 50 years. The seashore is now much closer to my  village, with dramatic consequences. For example, a  mosque and 5 houses have been washed away by the sea  over the years. These houses all belonged to families which I  know very well. It has been a terrible experience for them.” 
· “...the temperatures around [my village] Kunduchi have  increased. As a result the cold season is not well felt. Also,  the rainy season has become shorter and we are getting  less rain with reduced flows of river entering the Indian  Ocean. The reduced river flows have caused a significant  reduction in the supply of freshwater.” 

0To limit the impacts of climate change highlighted by the IPCC's 4th Assessment Report...
· Industrialized countries must cut their emissions by at least 30% by 2020; 
· Big developing economies should agree to join hands with rich countries to develop their own climate solutions; and 
· Deforestation must be stopped, by making forest protection a business proposition. 
WWF works with governments and communities around the world to develop region-specific adaptation strategies to  address climate change impacts — such as those impacts being observed by our Climate Witnesses here and now.

For more information: Chief Scientist, WWF International Climate Change Programme, Email: Lara.Hansen@wwfus.org

www.panda.org/climatewitness




Find out more
Testimonial:  panda.org/climatewitness/soselo
Contact WWF: Kimunya Mugo,  Communications Manager, WWF  Eastern Africa Regional Programme  Office, Nairobi, Tel: +254 20 3877355,  KMugo@wwfearpo.org
Download B-Roll and high-resolution  photos: http://tinyurl.com/2qws

