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Climate Witness: John Rumney, Australia
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About John Rumney 

John Rumney, of Port Douglas, runs an adventure diving business for tourists, which provides funding for a multitude of research projects on the Great Barrier Reef. John is concerned about the impact of global warming on the reef and the effect this has on local community and businesses. 

Quote: “The first time I saw bleaching as distinctly different from Crown of Thorns feeding scars was around 2002 and now it’s common. I have lost about 10 percent of my dive sites to Crown of Thorns and bleaching in the past four years. I have seen what’s happened in the Caribbean and the Maldives, and if that happens here what will we show our guests?” 

John’s story: 

I grew up in the United States and arrived in Far North Queensland, Australia over 30 years ago. I have spent many years fishing and diving on the Reef, and overtime I have noticed that my idea of the Great Barrier Reef as a pristine wonderland didn’t match what I was observing. Once I started to notice there was less and less fish then I changed my life more and more. 

The threat of coral bleaching caused by global warming is what worries me most. Seeing a bleached reef for the first time is a ghostly experience. A seemingly healthy vibrant and colourful reef can go to a bleached wasteland within a week or two.

Aside from my concern about the impacts on the health of the Reef, my thoughts turned to the impacts that coral bleaching may have on my dive tourism business and the community. The first time I saw bleaching as distinctly different from Crown of Thorns feeding scars was around 2002 and now it’s common. I have lost about 10 percent of my dive sites to Crown of Thorns and bleaching in the past four years. I have seen what’s happened in the Caribbean and the Maldives, and if that happens here what will we show our guests?

Pressures on coral reefs by local influences like declining water quality which triggers outbreaks of coral predators like the Crown of Thorns Starfish, can potentially make the impacts of climate change much worse. 


We must listen to the thousands of climate scientists and look into our hearts for what is obviously the truth and take corrective steps to adjust our behaviour. Just like the cigarette companies’ lied about tobacco, we are being lied to by the oil companies and the status quo politicians. 

Read full testimonial and scientific background: www.panda.org/climatewitness/rumney 

Download large photos: https://intranet.panda.org/dropbox
user name: intranet@wwfint.org 

Password: dropbox 
WWF-South Pacific contact:
Name: 

Tel: + 

Email: 
WWF Climate Witness: 

Nigel Allan 

Tel: +61 410 022 413 

Email: nallan@wwf.org.au 

