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Forest Crime File is a Forests for Life 
Programme bulletin, presenting the latest 
news of relevance to the issue of illegal 
logging and forest crime 

Africa 
 
Loggers cut Madagascan rainforest with 
impunity 
When loggers came to hack up centuries-old ebony 
trees from their sacred forest, the people of 
Ankalontany village knew something was wrong. They 
just didn't know how to stop it. "Some strangers from 
outside our village came here. They started cutting 
ebony and they clearly had no right," said village chief 
Justin Zara, gesturing towards dead branches and 
freshly-cut tree stumps deep in the Madagascan 
rainforest.  

"We asked for their authorisation but they said they 
didn't have to show us papers. They said they had 
police clearance and we can't stop them. They just took 
what they wanted." Environmentalists say such scenes 
are common in Madagascar, a huge Indian Ocean 
island whose dwindling rainforests shelter some of the 
world's most treasured wildlife.  

Last month police seized 520 tonnes of illegally logged 
hardwood from two ports in the northeastern Sava 
region after receiving tip-offs from local leaders in 
Ankalontany and elsewhere. Madagascan authorities 
suspect a major operation by a logging cartel seeking to 
export the wood.  

Campaigners had hoped the scourge of illegal logging 
would be high on the agenda in this month's G8 
summit. But the Group of Eight rich nations have failed 
to heed calls for tough moves on illegal logging and will 
issue only a mild call for action at their meeting in 
Gleneagles, Scotland, according to a leaked draft. G8 
president Britain had been pushing for concerted action 
-- including new international laws -- to curb an illicit 
trade worth $15 billion annually. But under pressure 
from the United States, the summit will simply commit 
the group to voluntary actions "with each country acting 
where it can contribute most effectively". (Source: 
PlanetArk, 4 July 2005) 
Read more: 
http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/31
510/story.htm
 
European timber buyers warn Ghana's 
timber industry 
European timber buyers have told the timber industry in 
Ghana to get its products independently verified for 
legality to meet new European market demands. This 
was conveyed to the timber industry in Ghana during a 
two-day forum in Kumasi last week by a group of timber 

buyers from the United Kingdom, Germany and Italy led 
by the United Kingdom Timber Trade Federation (TTF). 
 
The forum was organised by the EU in collaboration 
with the Ministry of Lands, Forestry and Mines and the 
Forestry Commission. The forum, which brought 
together over 50 Ghanaian timber producers, was the 
first in a series of Africa-wide trade forums to hear how 
the international markets for timber were changing. The 
group said new market research commissioned by the 
UK TTF showed that the six biggest European markets 
for Ghanaian timber were demanding independently 
verified legal timber from suppliers and if possible 
certified sustainable timber. 
 
Mr Andrew Adjei Yeboah, a Deputy Minister of Lands, 
Forestry and Mines, assured the group that Ghana was 
well placed to meet the challenges since independent 
auditing of timber harvesting practice could re-assure 
customers that the timber had been extracted in 
accordance with forest law. He pledged to address 
outstanding issues over the allocation of timber felling 
rights so that the legal ownership of timber could be 
classified. 
 
''The Forestry Commission is developing a new log 
tracking system that will provide further guarantees that 
timber exports are legal.''  
 
The Ghana Timber Millers Organisation affirmed that 
the industry was ready to meet the challenges and work 
with the government to supply the EU market with 
independently verified legal timber. (Source: GNA, 28 
June) 
 
Cameroon held back by illegal logging 
Competition and illegal logging are preventing 
Cameroon's timber sector from making progress, a two-
day forum has heard in Douala. The event, which 
included members of the European Timber Trade 
Federation and the Inter-African Forestry Industries 
(GFBC), was told that illegal logging is being made 
worse by the auctioning of felling rights. This has led to 
timber companies becoming targets for environment 
groups and consumers choosing other materials. The 
fact that neighbouring timber producing countries do not 
have the same regulations as Cameroon is also not 
helping. The event, themed "Changing International 
Markets for Timber: What African Producers Can Do", 
heard that GFBC timber producers do not have a code 
of conduct guiding wood producers or legal documents 
on timber exploitation and suffer from a lack of trained 
staff. Discussions focused on information exchange, 
plus constraints and incentives to trading with the 
European market. (Source: TTJ, 23 June 2005) 
 
Logging ban continues to bite in Kenya 
Kenya has been importing timber worth Sh7bn a year 
since the introduction of its logging ban six years ago, 
the country's deputy chief conservator of forests has 
revealed. Peter Mbunga told a workshop in the Mau 
region that imports from Uganda, Tanzania and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo are being used in the 
construction and furniture industries. Domestic milling 
jobs have been lost as a result, with mills looking to 
private farms to meet their timber needs. Manufacturers 
who are allowed to continue logging include Raiply 
Timber, Timsales, Comply and Pan Paper. (Source: 
TTJ, 23 June 2005) 
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DRC soldiers 'killing gorillas' 
Three government soldiers have been jailed for 
allegedly killing four endangered lowland gorillas in the 
troubled eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), 
a United States (US) conservation group said on 
Wednesday. The Atlanta-based Dian Fossey Gorilla 
Fund International said the troops were detained after 
offering to sell meat from the dead gorillas to villagers 
near the Bakumbule Community Primate Reserve 
(Recopriba) earlier this month. Only a few thousand 
Grauer's, or eastern lowland, gorillas are believed to 
remain in the wild, many of them in the Recopriba 
reserve which protects a forest corridor between two 
national parks in the eastern DRC: Kahuzi-Biega to the 
south and Maiko to the north. Grauer's gorillas are 
found in the wild and only in some 21,000 square 
kilometres of the DRC's South Kivu province. The total 
number of Grauer's gorillas left in the world is thought to 
be at the "lower end" of an estimated range of between 
5,000 and 25,000. South Kivu is home to a myriad of 
different armed groups and, even among troops of the 
regular DRC army, not all units receive their small 
salary on time, often making poaching of endangered 
species an attractive option. (Source: News24, 22 June 
2005) 
 
Rougier Group opens new plant in Gabon  
President of the Republic of Gabon Omar Bongo has 
opened the Rougier Group's new €6m forest and 
industrial complex in the country. The facility at 
Mbouma Oyali, near Franceville, has a monthly 
capacity of 5,000m3 of logs and 1,000m3 of kiln dried 
okoume sawn timber. Further developments are 
planned for 2006 which will grow capacity by 50%. 
France-based Rougier Group has operated in Gabon 
for 50 years, producing 300,000m3 of logs and 
30,000m3 of okoume plywood annually. The company 
said the new production of kiln dried okoume sawn 
timber will help broaden the range of its products on the 
international markets. It said the capital investment 
made in Central Africa is in line with its strategy based 
on sustainable management of forest concessions, 
development of environmental certification and growing 
local processing of its production. (TTJ, 21 June 2005)   
 
UN to help out in Liberia 
UN secretary-general Kofi Annan wants security to be 
stepped up in Liberia to help prevent illegal timber 
trading. Mr Annan said the country's National 
Transitional Government is unable to secure timber and 
diamond producing areas properly. He suggested the 
UN Security Council widens the mandate and 
strengthens the resources of its peacekeeping force. 
(Source: TTJ, 17 June 2005) 
 

Cameroon: Slow progress in efforts to 
stop illegal logging 
In its latest progress report on Independent Forest 
Monitoring (IFM) in Cameroon Global Witness 
concludes that Forest Law Enforcement in Cameroon is 
improving, and Independent Forest Monitoring has had 
a significant impact on the reduction of large scale 
illegal logging in the forestry sector. But progress in 
enforcing compliance with the law and penalising 
perpetrators by the Cameroonian authorities remains 
disappointingly slow.  
 
Global Witness has implemented IFM in Cameroon for 

the last three years, and its latest Summary Report 
published today covers the period between July 2003 
and February 2005. During this time, there have been 
clear signs that some forms of illegality related to 
commercial concessions have decreased and a strong 
message has been sent that logging activities are under 
international scrutiny. Furthermore, field level forest law 
enforcement officials have shown improved 
professionalism and commitment. 
 
But the institutional changes needed in the Ministry of 
Forestry and Wildlife and elsewhere to sustain this 
improvement are slow-paced, and many of the 
recommendations made in the previous report, 
published in October 2003, are yet to be implemented. 
Moreover, although observed illegality in commercial 
concessions appears to have declined, the demand for 
high-value timber has remained high and illegal 
activities in other parts of the forest estate have 
become more apparent. This has particularly been the 
case in Community Forest areas, which are widely 
abused by influential individuals and timber companies 
who are extracting timber for their own commercial 
purposes, in breach of the law. This undermines the 
purpose of such category of forests, specifically created 
as areas preserved from large-scale, industrial logging.  
(Source: Global Witness press release, 16 June 2005) 

Read the full press release: 
http://www.globalwitness.org/press_releases/display2.p
hp?id=291
 
Download the Global Witness report: ‘Forest Law 
Enforcement in Cameroon - 3rd Summary Report 
of the Independent Observer - July 2003 – February 
2005’ (April 2005): 
http://www.globalwitness.org/reports/index.php?section
=cameroon
 
Cameroon: Illegal logging is bane of 
timber sector 
Cameroonian timber exploiters, working under the 
banner of the Association of Inter-African Forestry 
Industries, GFBC, have said illegal logging and stiff 
competition hamper progress in the sector. 
 
Opening a two-day forum grouping members of the 
Timber Trade Federation of Europe and their African 
counterparts, at Hotel La Falaise, Bonanjo, Douala, 
June 14, Mathurin Wa, President of the organising 
committee of the forum, disclosed that despite Douala's 
proximity in terms of transportation, the economic 
environment is not propitious for timber business.  
 

Wa alleged that felling rights are being auctioned, 
reason why illegality is thriving. As a result of this, he 
said timber exploiters have become the target of all 
environment-based NGOs and environmentalists. He 
said consumers now opt for furniture made of other 
substances apart from wood. At the sub-regional level, 
Wa explained, neighbouring countries that deal in 
timber production do not have the same norms and 
regulations as those of Cameroon, thereby creating 
economic warps for operators aiming at purchasing the 
same product from different countries. (Source: 
AllAfrica.com, 16 June 2005) 

Read more: 
http://allafrica.com/stories/200506170185.html
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Liberia: Uncontrolled Liberian resource 
exploitation and manipulation by Charles 
Taylor continue to threaten peace in 
West Africa 
A report released on 15 June 2005 by Global Witness 
titled 'Timber, Taylor, Soldier, Spy' details how 
uncontrolled exploitation of Liberia’s natural resources, 
structural violence and interference by former Liberian 
president Charles Taylor are undermining peace in 
West Africa. Global Witness calls on the UN Security 
Council to maintain the timber and diamond sanctions, 
and calls on US, UK, Nigeria and ECOWAS states to 
facilitate the extradition of Taylor to the Special Court 
for Sierra Leone, where he should face trial on the 17 
charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity 
brought against him. 
 
"West Africa is at a delicate point in its post-conflict 
recovery. Not dealing with the Taylor threat, not 
controlling Liberia’s natural resources and not taking 
action on poor governance in Liberia leaves West Africa 
at great risk of a return to war," says Natalie Ashworth, 
of Global Witness. "The international community must 
be more robust if it is to safeguard peace and its 
investment in the region’s future." 
(Source: Global Witness press release, 15 June 2005) 

Read the full press release: 
http://www.globalwitness.org/press_releases/display2.p
hp?id=290

Download the Global Witness report: ‘Timber, Taylor, 
Soldier, Spy’ (June 2005): 
http://www.globalwitness.org/reports/show.php/en.0007
5.html

 
Liberia: Will Bush and Blair finally take 
action against indicted war criminal and 
former US military intelligence asset 
Charles Taylor? 
The UK, the US and Nigeria are stalling efforts to 
extradite indicted war criminal and former Liberian 
president Charles Taylor from Nigeria to the Special 
Court for Sierra Leone, which has charged him with a 
range of 17 war crimes and crimes against humanity. 
 
This issue links into the heart of G8 efforts on poverty in 
Africa because warlords such as Taylor have used the 
profits from trading in conflict resources including 
diamonds and timber. This has driven countries in West 
Africa further into poverty. The profits from conflict 
resources were used to fund rebel groups, including the 
RUF in Sierra Leone who were supported financially 
and militarily by Taylor and who were internationally 
notorious for their horrendous war crimes, including 
hacking the limbs off men, women and children. 
Resource trading continues to be at the heart of a 
number of conflicts in Africa including Sudan and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. 
 
If Bush and Blair are serious in their crusade on poverty 
in Africa, then they must ensure that Taylor is handed 
over to the Special Court for Sierra Leone to face trial. 
 
Global Witness today launches a briefing document, ’A 
Time for Justice’, detailing the continued threat that 
Taylor poses to West Africa including his ongoing 
contact with key military and government figures in 

Liberia and his influence over a number of Liberian 
political parties. According to representatives of the 
Special Court and other diplomatic correspondence, 
Taylor was also behind an assassination attempt 
against Guinean President Lansana Conte in mid-
January 2005 and has been secretly travelling to 
Burkina Faso and Chad to meet key associates, plan 
operations and receive financial support. 
(Source: Global Witness press release, 6 June 2005) 
 
Read the full press release: 
http://www.globalwitness.org/press_releases/display2.p
hp?id=288 
 
Madagascan police intercept illegally 
logged wood 
Madagascan police have intercepted a shipment of 
more than 500 tonnes of hardwood cut from protected 
rainforests sheltering some of the world's most 
treasured wildlife, a government minister said 
Wednesday.  
 
Public Security Minister Lucien Razakanirina said 13 
people have been arrested in the past two weeks on 
suspicion of trying to export the wood to markets in 
Asia, but no charges have been brought yet.  
 
Conservationists say Madagascan rainforests contain 
some of the world's most valued biodiversity. The huge 
Indian Ocean island is home to tens of thousands of 
species of plants and animals found nowhere else. "We 
impounded a shipment of 360 tonnes of rosewood and 
160 tonnes of ebony at two ports in the northeast," 
Razakanirina told Reuters. "Certainly, they were 
destined for export - maybe China, but we do not 
know." Police found the precious hardwood packed into 
10 containers two weeks ago. Razakanirina said the tip-
off came from local authorities, who found evidence of 
illegal logging in two protected areas of the dense 
tropical rainforests cloaking the northeast of the island.  
 
The illegal export of Madagascan hardwood is 
widespread, driven partly by Chinese demand. "Logging 
is pretty serious in Madagascar. China is certainly one 
of the big players in the market for illegal tropical 
timber," Conservation International country head Frank 
Hawkins said.  China, the second-largest market for 
industrial timber, pulp and paper, is now one of the 
major destinations for illegally harvested wood, 
according to conservation group WWF.   
(Source: Reuters, 1 June 2005) 
 
Asia pacific 
 
Burma: Head of trading co. accused of 
Bribery to secure logging deal 
Te Za, the head of Rangoon-based Htoo Trading 
Company, has been directly implicated in bribing a local 
community representative in Karenni State to secure 
logging rights in the area, according to an informed 
source in Rangoon. 
 
Two payments of US $10,000 were allegedly paid by 
check to the Karenni village representative by Te Za, 
who was then asked “for a favor” in return, the source 
said. Te Za then allegedly requested the representative 
sign a blank piece of paper thought to have 
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subsequently been applied to a logging agreement. The 
incident has been brought to the attention of the 
relevant authorities in Rangoon who have said they will 
not investigate, despite the admission of the payment 
by Htoo Trading. 
 
In reply to the accusations the company admitted 
paying US $20,000 “to a village representative to 
upgrade their schools and local clinics.” It denied the 
payment was made by check and that Te Za made the 
payment in person. 
 
Htoo Trading has not yet begun logging in the area but 
has been given permission to do so by the Myanmar 
Timber Enterprise, the logging license-issuing authority 
responsible for contracting private logging firms in 
Burma. As a result, Htoo Trading said it has done 
nothing illegal. (Source: Irrawaddy, 30 June 2005) 
Read more: 
http://www.irrawaddy.org/aviewer.asp?a=4769&amp;z=
153
 
Sarawak: WTK sees prospects in China, 
India 
Sarawak-based timber concern, WTK Holdings Bhd, is 
bullish on markets in China and India, given their 
increasingly robust economy. Chief financial officer 
Janice Ting S. Eng said among the company’s key 
markets, China and India are expected to be robust on 
infrastructure projects. Ting spoke of India’s gross 
domestic product growth rate which has been 
increasing over the last 12 months, while China is 
hosting the next Olympic Games in 2006. “This 
provides us with the opportunities to supply timber and 
timber-based products to these two economies,” she 
told newsmen after WTK Holding’s annual general 
meeting in Kuala Lumpur yesterday. 
 
The Indian market makes up 35 per cent of the 
company’s revenue, while China about 20 per cent. 
She said the company also expects Japan, another 
major market for the company, to register consistent 
demand for its timber and timber-based products. WTK 
Holdings also exports its products to Vietnam, which it 
considers a growing market, South Korea, Taiwan, and 
Thailand. (Source: Business Times (Malaysia), 30 June 
2005) 
Read more: 
http://www.nst.com.my/Current_News/BT/Thursday/Cor
porate/20050630001819/Article/
 
Illegal loggers target tsunami recovery 
effort 
Houses being rebuilt in the tsunami-hit Indonesian 
province of Aceh are using illegal timber, a 
conservation group claims. Fauna and Flora 
International believes illegal logging in Aceh has 
rocketed since the Boxing day tragedy which killed 
more than 128,000 people in the province and left more 
than 500,000 homeless. It estimates about 1,000ha of 
forests in Aceh Jaya district have already been 
destroyed, while further illegal logging could lead to 
problems such as landslides and floods. The group 
says rich countries such as the US and Australia have 
promised to supply timber to help reconstruction but 
nothing has yet arrived. Recent peace talks in Aceh 
after years of separatist conflict could also lead to 
problems. According to some observers, fighting in the 

region had effectively protected the forests. But the 
peace process has tempted the illegal loggers to move 
into the area again. (Source: TTJ, 29 June 2005) 
 
Cambodia: Natural resource governance 
– a test of political will for the Cambodian 
Government and the international donor 
community 
Global Witness has uncovered new evidence of 
organised commercial logging in Pheapimex’s forest 
concession in Kompong Thom province, three and a 
half years after the government suspended all logging 
concession operations. In every year between 2001 
and 2004, Global Witness caught Pheapimex 
subcontractors and members of Royal Cambodian 
Armed Forces Military Region 2 illegally felling and 
processing significant timber volumes in the same 
concession. In an aerial survey carried out in June, 
investigators discovered four large sawmills established 
in the forest and signs of heavy logging in the vicinity. 
“The damage that Pheapimex and Wuzhishan are 
inflicting right now on people’s livelihoods and the 
country’s forests is a reminder of what is at stake,” said 
Jon Buckrell. “The Cambodian government and the 
donors must ensure that commitments to improve 
natural resource governance are translated into action if 
they are to halt the country’s current slide towards 
environmental degradation, land alienation and 
increasing social conflict.”  

The urgency of the situation is illustrated by the 
continued activities of well-connected Cambodian 
company Pheapimex and its associates. Pheapimex is 
the local partner of Chinese plantation firm Wuzhishan 
LS; which last year secretly acquired an economic land 
concession in northeastern Mondulkiri province 20 
times larger than the legal limit of 10,000 hectares.  

At a Consultative Group (CG) meeting of donors and 
senior officials last December the government made 
commitments to improve governance of forests, land 
and other natural resources. They included a pledge to 
disclose ‘immediately’ basic details of private 
concessions on state-owned natural resources. Six 
months on there has been no such disclosure and the 
problems associated with the concessions have only 
multiplied. 
 
“After more than a decade of donor assistance and CG 
meetings, the gap between rhetoric and action is as 
wide as ever,” said Jon Buckrell of Global Witness.  
(Source: Global Witness press release, 29 June 2005) 
 
Japanese old-growth ban worries timber 
industry 
The Forest Industries Association says the future of old-
growth logging in Tasmania could be under threat. The 
association is worried a decision by a Japanese paper 
mill to stop buying woodchips from old-growth forests 
could be adopted by other international companies. 
This month, Mitsubishi published its new policy to only 
source woodchips from plantation forests. Alec Marr 
from the Wilderness Society says it will now lobby the 
two other Japanese paper mills to follow suit. "I think 
they've set an important lead which Oji and Nippon 
need to follow," he said. "Japanese customers can get 
the woodchips that they need from plantations and still 
keep jobs in the timber industry and with far less 
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environmental damage.  "Mitsubishi have shown that 
that's the case and we're hoping that Nippon and Oji 
will follow Mitsubishi's lead in this area." Terry Edwards 
from the Forest Industries Association says there is the 
potential for old-growth harvesting to end if pressure 
from conservationists is increased. "There would be 
many thousands of jobs lost in Tasmania if old-growth 
forest harvesting were to cease," he said. He says 
workers in the high value adding sawmill and veneer 
mill industries would be the worst affected by any 
reduction in old-growth logging. (Source: ABC News 
Online, 29 June) 
 
Related article: 
 
Greenpeace Japan: Mitsubishi paper 
mills reject Tasmanian forest destruction 
Greenpeace and The Wilderness Society today 
applauded Mitsubishi Paper Mill's (MPM's) new wood-
chip buying policy, which rules out sources from old 
growth Tasmanian forests. "It's a major victory for 
anyone who doesn't want Tasmania's magnificent, 
ancient forests reduced to woodchips and pulp," said 
Greenpeace Australia Pacific Campaigns Manager 
Danny Kennedy.  
 
MPM has informed Greenpeace that its new policy is to 
buy only woodchips "sourced from plantations or 
second growth forests of environmentally benign, and 
reclaimed wood." These new terms are found on their 
statement, "Our policy on Conservation and Creation of 
Forest Resources".  
 
Most old growth timber from large-scale clearfelling in 
Tasmania is converted to woodchips, largely for export 
to Japan. The Japanese firm MPM, along with Oji 
Paper and Nippon Paper, is a major international buyer 
of forest products from Gunns Limited. "Mitsubishi has 
now set a new standard for wood chips from Tasmania 
which Oji and Nippon have failed to match," said Alec 
Marr, National Campaign Director of The Wilderness 
Society. Gunns receives the overwhelming 
majority of Tasmanian logs destined for sawmills and 
woodchip mills and as such is a major beneficiary of 
Tasmanian old growth forest destruction. "Market-wise, 
this is an exciting development. This is a clear signal to 
Gunns to shift to more sustainable forest practices as 
the way of the future. It also sends an unmistakable 
message that World Heritage-class 
Tasmanian forests should not be fodder for wood 
chips," said Marr. "But it's highly regrettable to have to 
rely on more enlightened policy from overseas buyers 
to save our last remaining ancient forests," said Marr.  
(Source: Greenpeace Japan Press Release, 28 June 
2005) 
 
WWF helps establish Vietnamese trading 
network 
WWF and the Vietnam Timber and Forest Product 
Association have teamed up to start a trading network 
for the country's forest products. The trading system, 
part of WWF's Global Forest and Trade Network, is 
designed to cement relationships between forest 
managers and timber processors. It will help companies 
secure certificates which show legal origins of products 
and can give them access to European markets. 
Vietnamese exports of wood products have tripled 
since the mid-1990s. More than 1,200 companies are 

involved in timber processing, with a capacity of around 
two million m3 per year. (Source: TTJ, 28 June 2005) 
 
PNG Minister faces prosecution 
A senior minister in the Papua New Guinean 
government is facing prosecution over alleged 
misconduct in office. PNG's Ombudsman Commission 
has referred Works Minister Gabriel Kapris to the Public 
Prosecutor over his alleged failure to consult the 
National Forest Board on the appointment of a new 
head of the National Forest Service. 
 
The referral relates to alleged breaches of the Forestry 
Act when the Maprik MP was caretaker forests minister 
in 2002 before he was appointed works minister by 
Prime Minister Michael Somare. Chief Ombudsman Ila 
Geno said Kapris also was alleged to have lied to the 
governor-general by advising him he had consulted the 
National Forest Board over the appointment of David 
Nelson as managing director of the forest service. 
Nelson was later suspended after allegedly issuing 
logging permits in breach of the Forestry Act. (Source: 
AAP, 28 June) 
 
SE Asian teak forest certified 
A Tropical Forest Trust (TFT) project in Indonesia has 
become the Forest Stewardship Council's (FSC) first 
certified teak forest in South-east Asia. The project, 
supported by European retailers, will result in FSC-
certified teak being made into garden furniture for sale 
in TFT member stores by the summer of 2006. The 
certificate covers 152 acres of smallholder teak lots 
across 12 villages in Sulawesi Tenggara province. TFT 
members financially supporting the project include 
B&Q, Castorama, Habitat, Wyevale Gardens Centres 
and Vicaima. TFT executive director Scott Poynton 
said: "This is not an aid project. This is business. TFT 
members saw an opportunity to invest in a programme 
to secure sustainable raw material supplies." Franck 
Moreno, Castorama's director of sourcing and 
sustainability, said: "It's a win/win situation – the 
communities get access to the global market and we 
secure raw material supplies. We've started small but 
the project has significant growth potential. The 
message for us is simple – if you want FSC tropical 
hardwood, invest in securing it." (Source: TTJ, 18 June 
2005) 
 
Philippines: GNP dips significantly 
following logging ban 
The Philippines' forest industry's share of the country's 
gross national product (GNP) has dipped significantly 
following the government's ban on logging and log 
exportation, according to the government. Michael 
Defensor, secretary of the environment and natural 
resources department, told the Philippine Forestry 
Development Forum at the Asian Development Bank 
that forestry's share of GNP had dropped from 1.97% in 
1985 to 0.07% in 2003. He said income from forest 
charges on harvested logs and non-timber forest 
products such as rattan and bamboo had decreased 
from P461.71 million in 1990 to P222.53 million in 2003. 
However, Mr Defensor said forest cover had grown to 
7.2 million ha last year from 6.4 million ha in 1989. 
(Source: TTJ, 15 June 2005) 
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Philippines: Army seizes 25,000 logs in 
Basilan 
Government troops stormed a hideout of illegal loggers 
in the southern Philippine island of Basilan and seized 
more than 25,000 fitches of lumber before it could be 
transported to Zamboanga City, officials said on 
Tuesday.  
 
The commander of the Army's 55th Infantry Battalion Lt. 
Col. Abdulnasser Kasim said, "The lumber was ready 
for transport to Zamboanga City, and the timely 
intelligence prevented this from happening. We seized 
more than 25,000 fitches of lumber". Kasim said the 
lumber were handed over to the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR).  
 
President Gloria Arroyo earlier ordered the military to 
help in the government's anti-illegal logging campaign.  
 
Southern Philippines military spokesman Col. Domingo 
Tutaan said security forces would continue to assist the 
DENR in curbing illegal logging activities in the timber-
rich region. "The pronouncement of President Arroyo is 
clear, stop all illegal logging activities, and we will 
continue our non-traditional roles in assisting the 
government curb illegal logging activities in coordination 
with the DENR and other law enforcement agencies," 
Tutaan said.  
 
Anak Mindanao party-list Rep. Mujiv Hataman had 
previously linked provincial officials in Basilan in illegal 
logging activities. And he also said that government 
vehicles were being used to transport illegally cut 
lumber in Basilan. In December last year, the 55th 
Infantry Battalion also seized more than 200 illegally cut 
logs in Maluso town, but made no arrest.  
 
Basilan island, located south of Zamboanga City, 
consists of thick forest areas, but the unabated illegal 
loggings over the years have denued its mountains. 
(Sun Star Zamboanga, 15 June 2005) 
 
Burma: Fifteen illegal loggers shot dead 
by soldiers  
In a cold blooded massacre, Burmese patrolling 
soldiers shot dead 15 wood cutters in two southern 
Burma islands on June 10 for illegal felling of trees.  
 
A band of five soldiers, who intercepted three boats 
carrying 23 wood cutters on late Friday, also took away 
a walky-talky and a satellite phone and 30,000 Bahts. 
 
The incident took place in Lampi and Makyunkalih 
islands near Kawthoung, Burma's southernmost town. 
 
"The soldiers who arrested us had LIB (265) written on 
their badges. They tied us and made us to stand in a 
row. At about 6:30 p.m, the sergeant gave the signal 
and they started shooting at us,", said Tay Zar Min, who 
escaped the massacre. (Source: www.mizzima.com, 15 
June 2005) 
 
Indonesia to set up working group on 
illegal logging 
Jakarta: The Indonesian police chief (Kapolri), Gen Da'i 
Bachtiar, has revealed that the government is to form a 
working group on illegal logging in order to optimise the 
legal processes related to this crime. "The working 

group will consist of elements from all departments 
related to the issue of illegal logging," he said, after 
attending a Political, Legal and Security Affairs 
Coordination Meeting in Jakarta on Tuesday [14 June]. 
Da'i said that one of the issues which the working group 
would try to deal with was how to overcome overlapping 
legislative provisions relating to the handling of illegal 
logging. He added that, to date, there were still overlaps 
between the Regional Autonomy Law and the Forestry 
Law. In relation to whether the working group would be 
operational in the field, the Kapolri stated that it would 
coordinate the gathering of data and information related 
to law enforcement issues. (Source: Antara news 
agency, 14 June 2005) 
 
Logging threatens Borneo species 
Conservationists are warning that the south-east Asian 
island of Borneo could lose almost all its lowland forest 
within a decade.  

A report from the WWF says illegal logging and 
clearance for oil palm plantations is destroying the 
habitats of several animals. Orang-utan and pygmy 
elephants could become unviable in just 15 years. 
According to the WWF, 1.3m hectares of Borneo's 
lowland forest is being destroyed each year. At that 
rate, it claims, by 2020 the remaining pockets of jungle 
may be too small and broken up for some species to be 
genetically viable. In other words, each tiny area of 
woodland that remains will not support a healthy 
breeding population of large animals like pygmy 
elephants or orang-utan.  

Just 55,000 orang-utan are thought to remain in 
Borneo, a decline of two-thirds since 1990. The biggest 
culprits are the illegal loggers. In the Indonesian south 
of the island, the trade is believed to be controlled by 
the army. Logs are often then smuggled into Malaysia, 
whose territory covers most of the north of Borneo. 
From there, the timber is shipped out, having been 
illegally relabelled as sustainably grown. Malaysia has 
recently moved to close illegal crossing points between 
the countries used by the loggers. But the trade 
continues and conservationists this week called on 
European governments to ban the import of illegal 
timber from countries like Indonesia and Malaysia.  

Borneo is the world's third-largest island and a wildlife 
treasure trove. More than 350 new species have been 
discovered there in the last 10 years and the island is 
home to at least 44 types of mammal found nowhere 
else on Earth. (Source: BBC News Online, 11 June 
2005) 
 
China: Illegal logging and pulp fiction 
The piles of imported logs in Zhangjiagang, China's 
biggest timber port, about an hour's drive north of 
Shanghai, are impressive. But many of them are 
illegally felled, say conservationists, who want to see 
Chinese authorities work with foreign Governments to 
curb a trade they say is causing immense damage to 
the Asian and Pacific environment. 
 
China's forest management policies are increasingly 
responsible at home. But what about abroad? Domestic 
wood production has been declining since 1995. 
However, demand for forest products - from wood for 
housing to pulp for paper and packaging - is rising fast, 
with China's turbo-charged economy.  
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In 2003, China produced an estimated 79 million cu m 
of wood for industrial use. It also imported 94 million cu 
m of forest products. It is the second-biggest forest 
products consumer, after the United States. Even so, 
Chinese per capita consumption of timber is small 
compared with industrialised countries. The average 
US or Japanese citizen uses 17 or six times more 
wood, respectively, than the typical resident of 
mainland China. This lag, and the potential for Chinese 
demand to explode, worries environmental activists. 
They are also worried by the impact this is already 
having on Asian timber-producing countries that are 
unwilling or unable to protect their forests.  
 
A recent Worldwide Fund for Nature report said much 
of the timber imported by China came from countries 
that lacked sound forest management and controls. 
Russia, Indonesia and Malaysia supply more than half 
China's wood imports. Others include Papua New 
Guinea, Burma and Gabon in West Africa. Indonesia 
and Russia are also among the leading suppliers of 
pulp and paper to China.  
 
"China will soon be leading the global wood market," 
said Dr Zhu Chunquan, director of WWF's forest 
programme in China. "We hope that it will also lead the 
efforts to safeguard the world's forests." (Source: New 
Zealand Herald, 8 June 2005) 
 
Read more: 
http://www.illegal-logging.info/news.php?newsId=883
 
Illegal logging continues in China and 
Asia Pulp and Paper is held responsible 
Beijing, China — Greenpeace today published "The 
Investigative Report into Asia Pulp and Paper (APP) in 
South China's Hainan Province," and condemned the 
company for logging natural forests. Greenpeace has 
identified a raw material shortfall for the newly founded 
Jinhai Pulp & Paper Plant. Greenpeace is calling for 
APP to guarantee the protection of China's natural 
forests, to fully comply with the legal procedures and 
authorizations as required by the Chinese government, 
and to develop a time-bound action plan to implement 
these commitments. 
 
The investigation report reveals that due to a shortfall in 
the supply of raw materials, APP purchased timber 
across the province including timber logged in natural 
forests. APP has only established 100,000 mu of 
eucalyptus plantations in Hainan which is a vast 
shortfall of the necessary amount required to feed the 
needs of the new mill. 
 
The State Forestry Administration verified in March 
2005 that APP destroyed more than 2,700 mu of 
natural forests in Yunnan. According to Article 39 of the 
Chinese Forest Law, APP can be punished for logging 
natural forests. 
 
Greenpeace is calling for: 

• The central government to establish a special 
team to investigate APP's operations in all its 
project related provinces in China and to stop 
and punish any illegal activities; 

• APP to guarantee the protection of China's 
natural forests and ensure fair benefit-sharing 
with local people; 

• APP to fully comply with the legal procedures 
and authorizations as required by the 
Chinese government.; 

• APP must develop a time-bound action plan 
to implement these commitments  

 
(Source: Greenpeace, 25 May 2005) 
 
Download the report: 
http://www.greenpeace.org/china/en/press/reports/APP
_Hainan_Project
 
PNG Minister wrong on illegal logging 
The Eco-Forestry Forum is challenging the Minister for 
Forests for his failure to acknowledge and deal with the 
problem of illegal logging in PNG. “Our analysis clearly 
shows that most current logging operations are illegal 
because they do not satisfy at least four key criteria”, 
says the Forum, “but the Minister continues with his 
blanket denials”.  
 
According to the Forum most large-scale logging 
operations do not satisfy the requirements for: 

• Informed consent to logging from the local 
landowners 

• Proper process under the Forestry Act in 
awarding permits 

• Sustainable log production 
• Compliance with laws governing logging 

practices, employment conditions, company 
reporting and immigration 
 

The Forum points to the overwhelming evidence to 
supports its analysis. “Two Ombudsman Commission 
investigations, the Review of Disputed Allocations, the 
Reports on ‘In-Process’ Logging Permits and the latest 
Compliance Audits on East Awin and Amanab; all these 
official reports confirm our analysis that most logging 
operations are illegal”, says the Forum. “The Minister 
should immediately call a moratorium on new permits 
and implement the recommendations for further 
investigations to uncover ‘the web of deceit’ and probe 
the relationships between certain logging companies 
and public officials”. “Our Government is doing nothing 
to protect the people from unscrupulous logging 
companies”.  (Source: PNG Eco-Forestry Forum, 24 
May 2005) 

Europe 
 
European timber trade association calls 
for customer communication 
There should be more emphasis on the efforts taken to 
eradicate illegal logging in timber promotion campaigns 
according to FEBO, the European Timber Trade 
Association. Tabling the proposition at the annual 
meeting of the EU Timber Councils in Valencia, FEBO 
said that the timber trade's campaign to stamp out 
illegal logging should be better communicated to 
customers as it would make a very good case for the 
consumption of wood. In a statement after the meeting 
FEBO said: "Is the trade absolutely prepared to co-
operate with the timber councils? The wood promotion 
campaigns of the timber councils can only be effective if 
action against illegal logging is undertaken. "Campaigns 
may be superb, huge budgets may be spent, but if an 
illegal log is found in a trade company, all the efforts are 
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lost and consumers will turn their backs on timber." 
(Source: TTJ, 29 June 2005) 
 
Europe helps Indonesia to fight log 
smuggling 
The European Commission has granted 16.7 million 
euros (US$20.3 million) to help the country in battling 
trade of illegal logs and to preserve its forests, the 
forestry ministry said. Transtoto Handadhari, the chief 
spokesman of the ministry, said the grant is part of the 
project of European Commission-Indonesia Forest Law 
Enforcement, Governance and Trade. In the project, 
the EU will provide 16.74 million euros and the 
government will put up 1.76 million euros, Transtoto 
said. He said anti illegal logging campaigns will be 
launched in Jakarta, Jambi and West Kalimantan for 
five years starting this year. The cooperation the 
European Commission was a result of a meeting in Bali 
in 2001 following international concerns about 
extensive forest destruction in Indonesia. (Source: Asia 
Pulse, 28 June)  
 
FEBO toughens up on illegal logging 
The European Timber Trade Association (FEBO) gave 
an update of its latest actions to combat illegal logging 
at the recent industry information meeting held by 
FLEGT, the Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and 
Trade organisation. FEBO has adopted a new article to 
its constitution – "FEBO supports sustainable forestry 
and condemns illegal logging and related trade. FEBO 
recognises that independent certification of sustainable 
forest management and of the product chain is the most 
feasible tool in proving sustainable forest 
management". At the same time it has adopted an 
environmental code of conduct requiring members to 
commit to sourcing timber and timber products from 
legal and well-managed forests and condemn illegal 
logging practices and the related trade. Members are 
also requested to recognise that the credible 
independent certification of sustainable forest 
management and chain of custody is the most useful 
tool in providing assurances that the timber they deal in 
comes from legal and well managed forests. And if 
there are any doubts about the origin of timber, 
members are asked to examine its credentials. FEBO is 
also calling for a common position among EU 
governments about which certification schemes they 
are willing to accept – or what they will accept if there is 
no certified timber available. A FEBO spokesperson 
said that at present all EU countries were doing their 
own thing which made it difficult to inform suppliers 
what the requirements were. (Source: TTJ, 27 June 
2005) 
 
EU urged to strengthen action plan 
Sarawak has urged the EU to tackle holes in its action 
plan aimed at fighting the illegal timber trade. The 
Malaysian state wants timber-trading countries included 
in the action plan, otherwise it fears illegally procured 
forest products may be diverted for re-export. A 
Sarawak Forestry Corporation spokesperson said the 
EU plan contained ambiguities in its approach, 
methodology and standards of applications. State 
government officials and representatives from the 
Sarawak Timber Industry Development Corporation 
recently discussed the issue with a visiting EU 
delegation. (Source: TTJ, 21 June 2005) 
 

Russian Far East: Illegal logging thriving 
says Putin envoy 
Khabarovsk, Russia: Law-enforcement agencies in 
Russia's Far East have demonstrated their inability "to 
combat the mayhem in the forestry sector " and "to stop 
illegal exports of timber", Konstantin Pulikovskiy, the 
presidential envoy in the Far East Federal District, has 
said at a meeting with heads of local law-enforcement 
structures. Forest farms, with the connivance of forestry 
administrations and environmental protection 
committees, have become "active woodcutters and 
organizers of illegal logging", he said. Illegal logging 
and timber exports are inflicting enormous 
environmental and economic damage on the Far East 
and Russia, while combating this evil is badly organized 
in the region, Pulikovskiy said. "There are no joint 
plans, let alone joint actions by the Interior Ministry, 
customs, prosecutors and border guards," he added. 
Customs officers are interested in collecting more 
duties and are not worried whether the timber was 
legally produced, Pulikovskiy said. Official statistics do 
not reflect an actual increase in combating illegal 
logging, although 633 criminal cases were opened in 
2004 against 560 in 2003. The Interior Ministry's 
agencies open cases against individuals, but not major 
gangs of timber thieves, Pulikovskiy said. (Source: 
ITAR-TASS, 20 June 2005) 
 
Bosnia exploits forests for cash 
Fears have been expressed about the "massive" 
exploitation of forests in Bosnia since the Balkans war 
ended in 1995. Bosnia, which has the fourth-largest 
forest reserve in Europe, is cutting about five million m3 
of timber annually but much of the volume is believed to 
be illegally felled. One environmental protection 
association estimated the direct damage from 
uncontrolled logging in the past decade to be €2bn. It 
said many new sawmills had opened since the war 
ended. Watchdog Transparency International says only 
a third of Bosnia's 1,800 private sawmills are legal. The 
country's timber industry is mostly exporting raw wood 
as only an estimated 8% of overall pre-war downstream 
processing and manufacturing capacity remains. 
(Source: TTJ, 18 June 2005) 
 
Russia gets Chinese boost 
China is to invest in the Russian timber industry as part 
of a US$1.5bn investment plan. Chinese officials have 
signed agreements to invest in the timber industries of 
Russia's far-eastern Khabarovsk region bordering 
China. Other Russian industries benefiting from the 
US$1.5bn cash boost include agriculture and 
construction. Bilateral trade between the two countries 
grew by one-third to US$21.3bn in 2004 and is 
predicted to reach US$60bn by 2010. Chinese 
investments in Russia rose by 82% last year. (Source: 
TTJ, 16 June 2005) 
 
Russia: state-owned oil company 
accused of illegal logging 
The government body overseeing the use of natural 
resources said Wednesday it was demanding a criminal 
investigation into what it says is illegal logging in 
protected forests around Lake Baikal ordered by 
Transneft, the state-owned oil pipeline monopoly. The 
logging is part of survey work by Transneft for the 
construction of an oil pipeline designed to connect 
largely untapped eastern Siberian oil fields with 
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Russia's Pacific coast. Transneft on Wednesday denied 
any wrongdoing. (Source: Moscow Times, 16 June 
2005) 
 
Russia to tackle growing threat to its 
forests 
Moscow - Illegal logging has doubled since 1992 in 
Russia, which contains a quarter of the world's forest 
land, according to new official figures. The country must 
take the offensive in the fight against the loss of the 
forests, a government official said Thursday.  
 
The deforestation now stands at over 700,000 cubic 
metres per year, according to the official figures. Even 
these figures are "lower than reality", said Valeri 
Roshchupkin, head of the federal agency for forest 
resources. Two-thirds of Russian territory is covered by 
forest. The worst-affected areas are in the export zones 
bordering Europe, Finland, China and Japan, he added. 
"Russia now places great importance on the fight 
against illegal logging. We have taken concrete 
measures and we are not hiding the fact, we are now 
adopting an offensive attitude."  
 
The country, covering 11 time zones and some 1,162 
billion hectares, has been moving towards satellite 
detection alongside the more traditional air surveillance 
to counter the problem. Next year it is hoped that the 
surveillance efforts will cover all of Russia, as opposed 
to 60 percent this year. Forest fires, man-made or 
otherwise, are a great problem. Nowadays 69 percent 
of such fires are mastered within a day, as opposed to 
eight percent in 2003, according to the official figures. 
(Source: French Press Agency, 10 June 2005) 
Forest certification schemes: Minister 
gives reassurance on publication of 
reassessment 
DEFRA (UK): The results of the reassessment of two 
forest certification schemes will be published at the 
earliest opportunity, Environment Minister Elliot Morley 
stated today. 
 
The Programme for the Endorsement of Forest 
Certification Schemes (PEFC) and the North American 
Sustainable Forest Initiative (SFI), changed elements of 
their schemes to assure Government buyers that the 
timber they certify is from legal and sustainable 
sources. The changes followed a Government-
commissioned report which found that both schemes 
met the criteria for legal harvesting, but not for 
sustainable forest management.  
 
Elliot Morley said: "The speed with which PEFC and 
SFI responded to our initial assessment was 
impressive. I want to announce the results of these 
reassessments as quickly as possible, but some 
stakeholders are understandably keen to understand 
how the results were arrived at and what the 
implications are for forest management. Government 
officials will meet representatives of UK ENGOs to 
discuss their concerns prior to an announcement."  
 
Following the initial assessment, completed in 
November 2004, the Government announced that it 
would wait until 09 May 2005 before changing its 
procurement guidance. That implementation date has 
been postponed until the announcement on the PEFC 
and SFI changes has been made. In the meantime 
Government buyers will continue to accept all forest 

certification schemes as assurance of legal and 
sustainable timber sources. (Source: Defra press 
release, 10 June 2005)  
 
For more information:  
http://www.illegal-logging.info/news.php?newsId=887
 
Related article: 
 
UK Government delay announcement of 
PEFC Sustainability 
The Government were due to announce the results of 
the latest CPET assessment of PEFC and SFI 
certification schemes in May. Both schemes were 
initially assessed by CPET as legal only. But changes 
made to both schemes since then meant CPET have 
now found them both to be legal and sustainable. The 
May announcement was also the point at which the 
original CPET assessment, which found the FSC and 
CSA schemes to be legal and sustainable, would be 
confirmed and duly incorporated into Government 
Public Procurement Policy.  
 
About two weeks ago a group of NGO’s including 
Greenpeace and the WWF wrote to Environment 
Minister, Elliot Morley, complaining, inter alia, that the 
PEFC scheme did not take account of social criteria; for 
example consultation with indigenous people. However, 
social criteria are not part of the criteria CPET uses to 
assess schemes. The NGOs also argued that it would 
be wrong to announce the results of the CPET 
assessment until the changes to the schemes had been 
fully implemented.  
 
The Government has decided to take some time to 
reflect on the letter but is expected to finally make an 
announcement on the results of the CPET assessment 
in a matter of weeks. TTF has been pressing the 
Government to make a statement as clearly the market 
is confused. We are expecting a formal statement in the 
next few days to explain the situation.  
 
With regards to public procurement policy the correct 
status of all certification schemes is that they are all 
legal and sustainable. This is because in the absence 
of a formal adoption of the CPET assessments 
government must fall back on the extant 2004 advice 
which states just that. (Source: Timber Trade 
Federation UK, 8 June 2005)
 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) cracks 
Italian retail market  
ROME, June 8, 2005 – Italy’s largest retailer is 
embracing FSC as an important tool to market forest 
products from responsible forest operations. Castorama 
Italy, part of the Kingfisher Group, has undertaken a 
series of activities to increase awareness of its FSC-
certified products and to recognize FSC as a solution to 
combat illegal logging and support sustainable 
harvesting of the world's forests through identifying 
responsibly managed forest products.  
 
In line with the Kingfisher Group policy to support 
sustainable development, Castorama Italy has also 
specified its preference for FSC-certified products in its 
purchasing policy. Other initiatives carried out by 
Castorama Italy include conducting staff training on the 
FSC system and disseminating information about FSC 
through its catalogue and its chain of 22 stores and a 
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partnership project with Greenpeace Italy to promote 
public awareness of illegal logging through in-store 
video and radio.  
 
Liviu Amariei, director of FSC Europe Region 
commented, "The uptake of FSC at Castorama Italy is 
an example of how the joint efforts and collaboration 
between different actors in the FSC network, in this 
case FSC Italy, FSC Europe, Greenpeace Italy, and 
Castorama Italy can create momentum for an improved 
uptake of FSC products and services at retailer level. 
On the other hand, it is also a visible proof of the quality 
of FSC's services and its leadership in the world's 
market for forest product certification." (Source: FSC 
Europe, 8 June 2005)  
 
 

Latin America 
 
Honduras: Marching for Life: an 
interview with José Tamayo 
A Honduran priest has organized a grassroots 
environmental movement to protest illegal logging and 
government corruption - with stunning results.  
 
To see the full scope of the environmental destruction 
going on in Central America, one need look no further 
than the Department of Olancho in Honduras. Over the 
past several decades, Olancho, a 24,000 square-
kilometer land and forest reserve, has been decimated 
by logging, as its forests are cut down and cleared 
away for commercial agriculture. Unregulated logging 
has already destroyed half of Olancho's 12 million acres 
of forests, and the resulting erosion has dried up much 
of the region's water supply. The fragile Olancho 
ecosystem, which includes over 500 unique birds, rare 
rainforest species, and many endangered plant and 
animals, is in danger of vanishing. And meanwhile, the 
majority of people in the area receive very little of the 
wealth derived from the logging—those proceeds go to 
large landowners, businessmen, and, of course, the 
corrupt Honduran government - while subsistence 
farmers have seen their crops ruined by degraded 
forests and resultant flooding. Whatever the economic 
benefits of Honduras' industrialization, they have 
certainly not been shared by all, and few have even 
stopped to consider whether they are worth plundering 
Honduras' rich resource base. (Source: Motherjones, 
29 June 2005) Read more: 
http://www.motherjones.com/news/qa/2005/06/tamayo.
html
 
Crops cutting into Amazon rain forest - 
agricultural boom threatens habitat 
IRANTXE RESERVE, Brazil -- The canoe floated 
across a current so clear that each pebble shimmered 
in the riverbed beneath. Farther downstream, the river 
plunged over a sheer waterfall, where a rainbow arched 
in the mist. The five Irantxe tribesmen landed their 
vessel and followed a trail through a dense stand of 
jatoba trees. 

When they emerged after 50 yards, the landscape no 
longer looked anything like the southern edge of the 
Amazon forest. 

It looked like Iowa. Corn and soybean fields extended 
to the horizon. Seven green John Deere combines were 
parked near a farmhouse. ''If we were an aggressive 
tribe, we would have killed the landowners already," 
said Tupxi, one of the canoeists, who estimated his age 
at 77. ''But we're peaceful, and we don't want to fight. 
So all of this has been lost." 
 
The tribe's reserve is a forested island surrounded by 
thoroughly conquered farmland. It sits in the middle of 
Mato Grosso, a state whose booming agricultural sector 
has helped Brazil challenge the US position as the 
world's top exporter of soybeans and beef. (Source: 
Washington Post, 26 June 2005) Read more:  
http://www.boston.com/news/world/latinamerica/articles
/2005/06/26/crops_cutting_into_amazon_rain_forest/
 
Brazil: Greenpeace gives ‘Golden 
Chainsaw’ to Brazil tycoon 
SAO PAULO, Brazil - Brazilian agriculture tycoon Blairo 
Maggi, the world's largest soy producer, has been voted 
winner of environmental group Greenpeace's first 
Golden Chainsaw award for contributing to Amazon 
destruction.  

Maggi, who is also governor of Mato Grosso state, 
secured 10,348 votes out of 27,849 cast in an Internet 
poll, Greenpeace said on its Web site on Monday. 
Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva was 
runner-up with 7,314 votes. "Maggi deserved the 
award. After two years as the state governor, he has 
turned Mato Grosso into the state champion of 
deforestation, responsible for 48 per cent of the total 
forest loss in the Brazilian Amazon," Greenpeace 
Amazon coordinator Paulo Adario said.  

Comedians from the Brazilian show "Panic on TV" had 
tried to present the award to Maggi at a school in Mato 
Grosso but they were removed by security, 
Greenpeace said.  

The rain forest lost an area of 10,088 square miles 
(26,130 square km) in the year ending in August 2004, 
the second-highest level on record. The land is usually 
cleared first by loggers then taken over by ranching or 
other farming interests.  

Maggi, whose Amaggi Group is the world's largest 
soybean producer, was not available for comment. In 
an interview with Reuters last month he said, "I am not 
the rapist of the forest." (Reuters UK, 20 June 2005)  
 
Read the Greenpeace press release: 
http://www.greenpeace.org.uk/forests/forests.cfm?ucidp
aram=20050620102822 
 
Brazil busts major Amazon logging gang, 
arrests 89 
Brazilian police said they had broken up the biggest 
illegal logging operation in the Amazon on Thursday in 
a move environmentalists saw as a sign the 
government was serious about beating the corruption 
that hampers the fight to save the rain forest. A total of 
89 people were arrested in the crackdown, nearly half 
of them from the government agency charged with 
protecting the forests from a gang that had illegally cut 
down an estimated $370 million of Amazon timber since 
1990. They included the head of the government 
agency, known as Ibama, in the state of Mato Grosso.  
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The sweep across six states suggested the government 
was finally reacting to environmentalists' criticism that it 
had failed to act to save the Amazon after data showed 
an area of jungle larger than the U.S. state of New 
Jersey was cut down last year. That deforestation was 
the second-highest level on record for the world's 
largest tropical forest.  
 
Environment Minister Marina Silva said the operation 
marked the beginning of constant monitoring by the 
police of Ibama's anti-deforestation efforts. "This is the 
result of an effort that has never been carried out by the 
Brazilian environmental sector before," Silva told 
journalists. Businessmen, loggers and 40 Ibama 
employees were among those arrested, federal police 
said.  
 
Four logging firms were also shut down in the sweep 
which concentrated on Mato Grosso, where just under 
half of last year's deforestation took place. Nurith 
Bensusan, coordinator of public policies at the World 
Wildlife Fund, said that two-thirds of all destruction in 
Mato Grosso last year was illegal. "If it can be 
controlled there would be a phenomenal impact on 
deforestation."  
 
The gang is one of the biggest criminal organizations in 
the country and is "made up of loggers and specialists 
in the illegal extraction and transport of timber who 
corrupted public officials at Ibama," federal police said 
in a statement. "Worse than corruption is corruption 
which is not punished," said Justice Minister Thomaz 
Bastos. (Source: Reuters, 2 June 2005) 

North America 
 
In Singapore, business is booming for 
timber smugglers two years after the US-
Singapore Free Trade Agreement  
Washington, DC - The much heralded U.S.-Singapore 
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) has totally failed to deliver 
on its environmental commitments. Two years ago 
today, the United States and Singapore pledged to 
stem the tide of illegal timber and other environmentally 
sensitive goods flowing through Singapore. The 
environmental side agreement to the U.S.-Singapore 
FTA, however, remains nothing but an empty promise.  
 
The Bush administration is publicly committed to 
combating illegal logging, which results in about $1 
billion lost annually to the U.S. timber industry, both in 
devalued domestic sales and lost exports. Yet, due to 
lack of political will and unwillingness to provide 
financial support for measures to prevent trade in illegal 
timber and other environmentally sensitive goods, such 
as improving customs in Singapore, the governments 
have done nothing to halt this destructive trade.  
 
“The illegal timber trade in Southeast Asia is an 
international crisis, and Singapore is one of its most 
important hubs. Yet, the two governments have not 
even produced an action plan, the first of the measures 
they committed to doing,” said Juge Gregg, senior 
campaigner for EIA. “It is tragic that in two years, the 
United States and Singapore haven’t committed to a 
single concrete action to stop this trade.” 
 
The United States intends to use the U.S.-Singapore 

FTA as a template for other free trade agreements in 
the region. “This failure of the U.S.-Singapore FTA does 
not bode well for environmental components of the 
pending Central American Free Trade Agreement 
(CAFTA) and other free trade agreements under 
negotiation,” said Gregg. (Source: EIA press release, 
13 June 2005) 
 
Central American Free Trade Agreement 
will flood Florida and U.S. markets with 
illegal timber products  
Washington, DC: Environmentalists today warned that 
the Central American Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA) 
will increase illegal logging in Central American 
countries such as Honduras, and encourage imports of 
illegal timber products through Florida’s main ports.  
 
The Environmental Investigation Agency (EIA), a 
Washington, DC and London-based organization that 
specializes in investigating and exposing environmental 
crime, explained that the ratification of CAFTA will 
encourage increased U.S. imports of products made 
from cheap, illegal timber without improving the 
inadequate environmental enforcement found in many 
Central American countries.  
 
The meager environmental measures in CAFTA will 
likely be implemented too late to save critical forest 
ecosystems. “History shows that environmental 
provisions to free trade agreements take a long time to 
develop – the environmental side agreement to the US-
Singapore Free Trade Agreement, for example, has yet 
to be implemented two years after it was signed,” said 
Thornton.  
 
President Bush is in Florida today discussing CAFTA 
with leaders throughout the hemisphere. He gave a 
speech to the Organization of American States (OAS) 
strongly supporting CAFTA. Several environmental 
groups also have protested the signing of CAFTA 
because it allows countries to file harmful anti-
environmental suits, has no incentives for countries to 
improve upon existing environmental legislation and 
does not explicitly require any country to maintain a 
basic set of environmental regulations.  
 
In Honduras, illegal logging and associated trade 
seriously impact the economy, society and governance, 
in addition to leading to major degradation of forest 
ecosystems. In the first three months of 2005, 
Honduras exported over 5.5 million dollars worth of 
wood products to the United States, much of which 
enters through Florida’s ports. In Honduras, an 
estimated 75–85 percent of hardwood timber 
production is clandestine. Conservative analyses 
estimate direct annual fiscal losses of $7.9–$12.4 
million for the government of Honduras, equal to more 
than half of the annual budget of their State Forestry 
Administration. Forests in Honduras continue to be 
degraded at a rate of over 80,000 hectares each year. 
(Source: EIA press release, 6 June 2005) 
 



Global 

G8 
 
Japan calls for global action 
The Japanese government will put forward measures 
for tackling illegal logging at this summer's G8 summit 
in Scotland. The country's prime minister Junichiro 
Koizumi is expected to ask G8 members to buy only 
legal timber and establish an international system for 
tracing illegal loggers. Japan, which is working with the 
International Tropical Timber Organisation, believes 
action is necessary to fight global warming and 
environmental destruction, especially in South-east 
Asia, South America and Africa. It is examining funding 
for a tracing system, which would involve certificates 
being issued at each level of timber's production 
process – sawing, processing and distribution. Japan 
wants a panel to evaluate the progress of the system in 
every G8 member nation.The G8 summit will be held at 
Gleneagles on July 6-8. (Source: TTJ, 18 June 2005) 
 
G8 takes only mild stance on illegal 
logging 
Rich nations in the Group of Eight have failed to heed 
calls for tough moves on illegal logging and will issue 
only a mild call for action at a summit next month, 
according to a leaked draft. G8 president Britain, 
among others, had been pushing for concerted and 
obligatory action -- including new international laws -- to 
curb the annual $15 billion business. But under 
pressure from the United States, the summit will simply 
commit the group to voluntary actions "with each 
country acting where it can contribute most effectively". 
The summit in Scotland will stress that logging 
countries have to bear their own share of responsibility 
for ending a trade that is devastating rain forests in 
Latin America, Africa and Asia. The leaked draft of the 
final G8 summit communique, seen by Reuters, 
contains a three-paragraph statement endorsing the 
findings of a meeting in March of G8 environment and 
development ministers that agreed bilateral actions to 
end the multi-billion dollar trade. Environmentalists at 
the time rued the lack of concrete and committed 
actions as "a missed opportunity". (Source: Reuters, 16 
June 2005) 
 
Japan to propose measures to fight 
illegal logging at G-8 summit 
Japan is planning to propose at the upcoming Group of 
Eight summit in Scotland measures to fight illegal 
logging, including a ban on government purchases of 
goods made from illegally obtained wood, government 
sources said Saturday. The proposals call for Japan 
and other major industrialized nations to limit 
government procurement of paper and timber to those 
produced legally, and envisage the establishment of an 
international fund to help lumber-producing countries 
build a tracking system to check the history of wood 
products. Japan will also propose an initiative to lay out 
regulations within the framework of the World Trade 
Organization to curb the trade of wood from illegal 
logging, which is rampant in developing economies and 
is considered a major cause of deforestation, according 
to the sources. 
 

Britain, which is hosting the Gleneagles Summit on July 
6-8, is considering including illegal logging, along with 
global warming, on the agenda of the annual meeting of 
government leaders from the major economic powers. 
"As a major importer of timber, Japan will demonstrate 
its pledge to contribute to measures against illegal 
logging worldwide," an official at Japan's Forestry 
Agency said. Issuances of export permits or logging 
certificates are envisaged under the proposals in order 
to prove that goods are legally procured or 
manufactured. Eishi Maezawa, an official of the World 
Wide Fund for Nature Japan, said, "Government 
procurement covers a wide range, so an initiative to 
eliminate products from illegal logging deserves credit 
as a first step against illegal logging." But he added that 
private-sector companies should also cooperate, and 
proposed that labeling be introduced to distinguish legal 
and illegal products. According to environment 
conservation group Greenpeace, at least 20 percent of 
timber produced in Russia and at least 50 percent in 
Indonesia are from illegal logging. The figure is feared 
to be even higher in Africa. (Source: Kyodo News, 7 
May 2005) 
 
US is working to end illegal logging 
 
Letter from US Government in response to article in 
The Guardian newspaper, UK: 
 
Monday March 21, 2005 
 
To: The Guardian 
 
As a senior US representative to the joint development 
and environment meeting of G8 ministers, I am 
compelled to respond to your inaccurate story on illegal 
logging (US tries to sink forests plan: British initiative on 
illegal logging opposed, March 16). The US and the UK 
are and will continue to be strong partners in the effort 
to stop illegal logging, the sale and export of illegally 
harvested timber products and corruption in the forest 
sector. 
 
The US and the UK have been leaders in raising 
international awareness of the devastating global 
problem of illegal logging and identifying actions to 
address it, most notably at the direction of G8 leaders in 
1998, with further action agreed to at the 2001 G8 
meeting. As a result of that direction, we have led 
ministerial conferences on forest law enforcement and 
governance in Africa and Asia, and are supporting the 
upcoming conference for Europe and north Asia to be 
hosted by the Russian Federation. These high-level 
meetings have produced political commitments by 
governments to improve training, technical knowledge 
and international cooperation, including public-private 
partnerships - all essential elements for an effective 
framework for combating illegal logging. 
 
We also collaborate in other ways. For example, US 
actions under the president's initiative against illegal 
logging are enhancing training and capacity building for 
forest monitoring and law enforcement, including the 
protection of wildlife in central Africa, under the Congo 
Basin Forest Partnership, where the UK is also a 
partner. 
 
The US and UK are aggressively enforcing compliance 
with the convention on international trade in 
endangered species on stopping the illegal trade in big 

http://www.ttjonline.com/intextlinkresult.asp?linkid=6637


leaf mahogany. This is only the beginning - we 
anticipate additional efforts to be agreed upon at future 
G8 meetings. 
 
Claudia McMurray 
US Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for 
Environment 
 
Original Guardian article: 
 
US tries to sink forests plan: British 
initiative on illegal logging opposed  
The US plans to wreck a British initiative to commit the 
G8 states to combatting illegal logging in the world's 
threatened rainforests, a leaked memorandum revealed 
last night.  

The development secretary, Hilary Benn, wants G8 
environment and development ministers meeting in 
Derby tomorrow and on Friday to insist that all timber 
bought by official bodies in rich nations comes from 
properly managed forests.  

The British initiative was prompted by Indonesia, which 
said corruption there was so rampant that the 
authorities did not have the power to tackle the supply 
of timber by criminal gangs. Indonesian government 
ministers urged rich nations to reduce demand for 
illegal supplies by requiring proper certificates showing 
wood had come from properly managed forests.  

But industry lobbyists in the US have resisted moves to 
certify timber. A US state department memo leaked to 
the BBC's Newsnight shows that the US will refuse to 
sign up to the Benn initiative.  

The state department head of forest policy, Stephanie 
Caswell, drafted a strategy in January designed to 
scupper the Benn plan, an "Input to strategy paper for 
G8 environment and development ministerial". Under 
what she described as "watch out items" is timber 
procurement. She said that "new import regulations/ 
restrictions are unacceptable. We do not support 
issuance of 'action plan' by ministers. It should not be 
highlighted." The paper adds that the "US will work with 
Canada to hold back procurement actions and with 
Russia and Japan to dissuade them from supporting 
UK". (Source: The Guardian, 16 March 2005) 

Read the full article: 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/conservation/story/0,13369,1
438522,00.html

Other 

WWF / World Bank Forest Alliance 
launches ambitious program to reduce 
deforestation and curb illegal logging 
WWF and the World Bank (WB) have announced an 
ambitious global program aimed at reducing global 
deforestation rates by 10% by 2010.  
 
The announcement was made at the fifth meeting of the 
United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF), in New York 
on the 25 May, both as a call to action for the 
international community and to mark the renewal of 
their cooperation agreement covering the Alliance for 
another five years.  

 
Known as the World Bank/WWF Alliance for Forest 
Conservation & Sustainable Use (Forest Alliance), the 
program will support the establishment of new forest 
protected areas such as national parks, more effective 
management of forest protected areas, and improved 
management of forests outside of protected areas.  The 
Alliance also will help to facilitate regional cooperation 
and the adoption of policies in support of more effective 
forest management.   
  
“Ecologically and economically valuable forests in 
places like the boreal forests of Russia’s Far East, the 
lowland forests of Sumatra, and the rainforests of the 
Amazon and the Congo are disappearing quickly to 
forces such as illegal or poorly regulated logging and 
agricultural clearing,” said Claude Martin,  WWF’s  
Director General.  
 
“By renewing the Forest Alliance, we are committing the 
World Bank and WWF to working with a governments 
and a wide range of forest stakeholders to develop 
effective solutions to these forest threats.”  
 
Since the Forest Alliance was first created in 1998 it 
has contributed to the establishment of 50 million 
hectares of new protected areas, improved 
management for 70 million hectares of protected areas, 
and responsible management of some 22 million 
hectares of commercially harvested forests.   
These accomplishments have been achieved in pursuit 
of measurable targets, which the Forest Alliance has 
updated and expanded to drive further achievements by 
2010. (Source: panda.org, 25 May 2005)
For more information: www.forest-alliance.org
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Further information on illegal logging  
 
For more information on illegal logging: 
 
Panda.org 
http://www.panda.org/about_wwf/what_we_do/forests/p
roblems/illegal_logging.cfm
 
Illegal-logging.info 
This Royal Institute of International Affairs site is a 
central point of information on all aspects of the current 
international debate around the control of illegal logging 
and forest crimes. This site contains brief summaries of 
the key issues, key documents and links to other 
relevant sites. The site is funded by the UK Department 
for International Development. 
www.illegal-logging.info
  

Forest Crime File – July 2005 
Please contact Christian Thompson, WWF-UK, for 
more information: +44 (0)1483 412569/ email 
cthompson@wwf.org.uk  
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