


 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

SIGNED, SEALED, 
ACCEDED...
WHAT’S THE 
DIFFERENCE?
 
Signing an international 
convention like the WCPFC often 
signals the end of one long 
process and the beginnining of 
another.
 
In SIGNING, States are saying 
they consent and intend to 
take steps to be bound by 
the Convention at a later 
date. Signing also creates an 
obligation to refrain from acts 
that would defeat the object 
and purpose of the treaty in the 
meantime.
 
In RATIFYING, States give a 
legal commitment to implement 
the Convention subject to valid 
reservations, understandings 
and declarations.
 
In ACCEEDING, States are 
legally bound to implement the 
Convention.


