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Full members: the Contracting Parties

to the Convention: The membership
base of the WCPFC comes Pacific Island
countries and countries that traditionally
fish in the Pacific. Pacific members led

that early call for membership, with 14

of the 25 launch signatories to the WCPF
Convention members of the Pacific Islands
Forum Fisheries Agency (12 Small Islands
Developing States, or SIDS), Australia and

New Zealand.

In the case of the seven Pacific territories,
their Participating territories status
allows them participation and speaking
rights at the Commission meetings.

Cooperating non-members: States
with an interest in fishing in the West and
Central Pacific area who did not sign the
Convention. They need the consensus or
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THE WCPFC: A GLOBAL NETWORK R ‘,:

full agreement of the contracting members
to join. They are also called Non-parties, or
non-contracting co-operating Parties. They
may first request observer status to the
Commission and make an application for
Cooperating non-member status, which

is tabled at the annual meeting of the

Commission.

Observers: Intergovernmental, non-
governmental, other regional fishing
bodies, or States with an interest in the
Convention or linked to its work, are able
to apply for Observer status to the WCPFC
at any time up to 50 days before a WCPFC
session. They are allowed to attend but
do not have voting rights, and can only
speak if invited to do so by the session
Chair. They can give written statements to
the WCPFC secretariat for distribution to
members of the Commission.

Australia, Canada, Ching, Cook
Islands, European Community

Fﬁqerated States of Micronesic;
Fiji, France, Japan, Kiribati, Koréa
Marshall Islands, Naury, New I
Zealand, Nijue, Palau, Papuq

New Guineg, Philippines, Samogq

Solomon Islands, Chinese Taipe;, I
Tonga, Tuvaly, United States of ,

America, Vanuaty

@ PARTICIPATING
TERRITORI ES
American Samoaq, Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariang Islands,
French Polynesia, Guam, New

Caledonia, Tokelau, Wallis and
Futuna

@ OBSERVERS OF

THE WCPFC

* Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries
Agency (FFA)

* Secretariat of the Pacific
Community (SPC)

* South Pacific Regional En vironment
Programme (SPREP)

* Food and Agriculture @) sati
o rganisation

* Pacific Islands Forum S !

e ecretariat

* University of the South Pacific (USP)

* Greenpeace

* Pacific Islands Tung Industry
Association (PITIA)

* World Wildlife Fund (WWEF)




SIGNED, SEALED,
ACCEDED...
WHAT'S THE
DIFFERENCE?

Signing an international

convention like the WCPFC often
signals the end of one long
process and the beginnining of
another.

In SIGNING, States are saying

they consent and intend to

take steps to be bound by

the Convention at a later

date. Signing also creates an

obligation to refrain from acts
SIGNATURE RATIFICATION ENTRY INTO that would defeat the object
BAIE RATE SOHCE and purpose of the treaty in the
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MORE INFORMATION: Oceanic Fisheries Management Project: www.ffa.int/gef or email barbara.hanchard@ffa.int
Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency: www.ffa.int or email info@ffa.int. Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission: www.wcpfc.int or email wfpfc@mail.fm.
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