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	MEDIA ADVISORY

	G8 Summit in Italy, 8-10 July 2009


Gland, Switzerland - In order to achieve a successful climate deal at December’s Copenhagen Climate Summit, the world’s wealthiest nations, the G8 countries, need to take the lead. At the upcoming meeting in L’Aquila, leaders have to address environmental issues simultaneously with economic matters.

Global stability, peace and wealth can only be created if a healthy and secure environment is in place. Therefore climate change needs to become an integral part of talks about financial stimulus packages, job creation and investments.

The upcoming G8 and Major Economies Forum (MEF) Summits in L’Aquila, Italy, July 8-10 can become key events in demonstrating the willingness of leaders to identify and implement solutions to the crises we are facing.
WHAT WE WANT:
· G8 leaders have to commit to keeping global average temperature rise below 2 degrees Celsius by moving on a low-carbon pathway. “In order to avoid or reduce the risk of catastrophic climate change. G8 leaders must agree to do everything they can to stay below 2 degrees,” said Kim Carstensen, leader WWF Global Climate Initiative. This will require a peak and decline of global emissions well before 2020. Before the meeting in Copenhagen, all G8 countries should publish “zero carbon action plans” with ambitious mid-term targets and a long-term goal of reducing emissions in 2050 by at least 80% below 1990 levels.

· Secure immediate funding for urgent adaptation needs in Least Developed Countries.
“The poorest states are not responsible for climate change,” Carstensen said. “They need help to increase their resilience and to cover costs of recovery from climate-change related disasters.” At their meeting in Italy, G8 leaders should commit themselves to provide $2 billion in funding for the National Adaptation Programs of Action (NAPAs).

· G8 leaders have to take personal responsibility for reaching a science based and fair Copenhagen deal.  “Heads of states of the richest states have to get much more personally involved in climate change talks,” said Kim Carstensen.
WWF MEDIA EVENTS/ACTIVITIES:
· 1st July - WWF G8+5 Climate Scorecards - A report carried out by Ecofys for WWF and Allianz SE ranks the top eight industrialized countries and five major developing countries according to their performance on climate change issues.
· 3rd July - Press release for the launch of the Climate Savers campaign, where private sector companies in cooperation with WWF persuade decision makers to deliver an ambitious climate deal in Copenhagen (Embargoed until 6th July)
· 6th July - Opening press release with WWFs expectations for the G8 Summit & MEF.
· 7th July -  Press statement on the outcome of the G8 Summit
· 7th July - Press trip by Gloria Network and WWF to highlight the impact of climate change on botanic species in Orobia Nature Reserve in Milan. 

· 9th July – Press statement on the outcome of the Major Economies Forum (MEF)

· Joint press conferences of WWF and other NGOs (dates and times tbc)

 MEDIA MATERIALS available at www.panda.org/G8 
· ‘Face the G8’, - http://facetheg8.panda.org/ - an on-line action to activitate public interest and explain some of the issues G8 leaders will face. It will enable public to make connection between G8 policy decisions and their relevance to climate change.  

· Backgrounder - Climate witnesses from around the world call upon world leaders to deliver a just and fair climate deal.

· A Copenhagen Climate Treaty - A proposal for an amended Kyoto Protocol and a new Copenhagen Protocol by Members of the NGO community

· WWF Position paper on G8 and MEF

WWF climate change experts in L’Aquila: 
Kim Carstensen, Leader WWF Global Climate Initiative, +45-40-34-36-35, k.carstensen@wwf.dk; Ms Kathrin Gutmann, WWF International Climate Policy Coordinator, +49-162-29144-28, kathrin.gutmann@wwf.de; 
Mariagrazia Midulla, Head of Climate Change and Energy Programme, WWF Italy, Email: m.midulla@wwf.it,  +39 329 8316415
Press contacts: 
Ashwini Prabha, (English, Hindi, Fijian) aprabha@wwfint.org, Mob: +41 79 874 1682
Natalia Reiter, (English, French, Polish, German), nreiter@wwfint.org , Mob: +41 79873 8099

Francesca Mapelli, (Italian, English), f.mapelli@wwf.it ,Mob: +39 339 2948309








