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SO MuCh dEPEndS uPOn A FOREST  … LIvELIhOOdS …

The Global Forest & Trade Network 
(GFTN) is WWF’s initiative to eliminate 
illegal logging and drive improvements in 
forest management. 

GFTN is the longest-running programme 
of its kind, aiming to transform the global 

marketplace into a force for safeguarding 
the world’s valuable and threatened 
forests while ensuring that these forests 
continue to provide economic and social 
benefits for the businesses and people 
who depend on them.  



BIOdIvERSITY … FOREST ECOnOMIES …

Our 2020 goal is to mainstream 
responsible forest management 
and trade practices so that they 
become the market standard in the 
global forest products industry, 
contributing to zero net deforestation 

and degradation of the world´s 
most valuable, threatened forests.  
Today, GFTN’s influence spans not only 
forests but the entire forest products 
supply chain, from forest floor to retail 
shelf.



GFTn BuSInESS SOLuTIOnS  
“Building better business through 
responsible forestry and trade”

The business choices we make today shape our opportunities far 
into the future. 

Also, as consumers are becoming increasingly environmentally-
minded, companies face the risk of being associated with 
deforestation which could damage their business reputation. 

Through the Stepwise Approach to certification, GFTN helps 
companies to: 

• assess the risks in their supply chain
• develop and implement responsible procurement policies
• achieve credible, transparent chain of custody certification 
• support suppliers as they progress toward credible forest   
 certification
• understand and promote compliance with due diligence-based  
 market legislation
• facilitate trade relations with other participants and gain   
 knowledge from forest-producing countries on the issues   
 being faced in forest management

Get involved. Join GFTN and be part of the solution!
gftn.panda.org

FIvE OF OuR MOST RECEnT SuCCESSES In ThE uK   
1. British Waterways, UK´s public corporation that manages more 
than 2,200 miles (3,540 km) of canals and river infrastructure using  
significant amounts of hardwood timber, has put major FSC contracts in 
place for its timber procurement. 

2. Co-operative Funeralcare, UK´s largest funeral director, has 
become an FSC-certified supplier and manufacturer at its Glaslow facility. 
In 2010, 93% of its products were coming from responsibly sourced forests.

3. Calders & Grandidge, a subsidiary of Saint-Gobain Building 
Distribution, has won the Mayor of London´s Ethical Sourcing Category 
at the Greater London Authority Responsible Procurement Awards for 
supplying railway sleepers and timber to London Underground that are 
meeting the highest sustainable standards certification by internationally 
recognized forestry management programmes such as the FSC.

4. M&S is moving all of its timber and wood-based products to recycled 
or FSC-certified sources. To date, 72% of M&S wood already meets its 
target, including 89% of food packaging and 87% of wood products 
supplied for the construction and fit-out of M&S stores.  

5. Bovis Lend Lease takes FSC certification to the Olympic Village 
for the 2012 Olympic Games, the largest project to date to achieve 
certification. The London 2012 Olympic Park covers 2.5 sq. km and is 
one of the most ambitious construction projects in the UK.



LOCAL FORESTS, GLOBAL MARKETS
Building a Better Business through Responsible Purchasing
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The Timber Expo provides a great platform for leading timber, forest companies 
and the construction sector to forge relationships and explore and enter new 
markets. Innovation and sustainability are important topics on the agenda.

This year, we are not only celebrating GFTN´s 20th anniversary but also the UN 
International Year of the Forests. A perfect opportunity to meet one–to-one with 
GFTN managers and participants! 

Come and visit our stand where we will welcome you with a refreshing drink.

Mini-presentation area:   meet our GFTN staff and participants   
        who will showcase and talk about their personal  
        experience with responsible forestry and trade. 

Mini-meeting area:    meet up individually with GFTN managers and  
        GFTN participants from around the world. 

Interactive area:     let yourself get introduced to GFTN tools such as  
        the online Sourcing Guide, etc.

Display area:      find out all about GFTN’s key approach to   
        responsible forestry, trade and forest conservation.

GFTn AT ThE TIMBER EXPO
“Timber Talk”: a dynamic interactive learning experience for all visitors. 

Sustainability, innovation, supply chain development, technical and compliance 
issues are some of the issues that will be tackled here.

Timber Talk Session 1 
When: Wednesday, 28th September 2011, from 9.30 a.m. to 10.45 a.m.

Where: Timber Talk Seminar Theatre 

Free attendance  - Just turn up, learn and debate!

9:30 – 10:45  Session 1 – Sustainable Timber Supply

• David Payne – TRADA Technology – Declaring environmental   
 credentials within the revised CPR plus a summary of the very significant  
 consequences of the new CPR for the wood industry.

•     Santiago Otegui – Urufor – Sustainable timber production from   
 plantations – the challenge of global forestry

•    George White – WWF/GFTN – Do we need suppliers or supply chain  
 partners to secure the sustainable supply? Are we willing to pay more  
 to get more? 

•     Karl Morris – Norbord – The growing threat to the timber industry   
 posed by the incineration of our precious forest resource – the challenge  
 of using waste wood – a global issue.

GFTn SPEAKInG AT ThE TIMBER TALK SEMInAR



27.6 million 
hectares
total amount of forest 
managed by gftn 
participants

19%  
of the global 
supply of forest 
products, 
by value, is 
traded by gftn 
participants 
annually 32

countries 
represented in 

the gftn

us$70 
billion 
combined annual 
sales of all gftn 
participants

271
number of 
companies currently 
participating in gftn

1.5 
million
people employed 
by gftn participant 
companies

us$102 
million

estimated value of the 200+ 
trading deals that have 

been conducted among gftn 
participants

21.7 million 
hectares
amount of fsc-certified forest 
managed by gftn participants

5.8 million 
hectares

amount of forest in 
progress toward fsc 
certification by gftn 

participants

GFTn BY ThE nuMBERSACKnOwLEdGEMEnTS

Generous contributions from the following and others have made possible the 
GFTN’s work around the world. WWF and the GFTN are grateful for their support 
and commitment to the cause of ending illegal logging and driving improvements 
in forest management. 

Blue Moon Fund 

Citigroup 

Coop Switzerland 

Directorate-General for International Cooperation of the Netherlands (DGIS) 

Department for International Development (DFID) 

European Commission 

IKEA 

International Finance Corporation (IFC) 

Migros 

Sveaskog (former Assi Doman)

Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA) 

TetraPak 

United States Agency for International Development



Why we are here

gftn.panda.org

To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.

DISCLAIMER: The views expressed 
by panelists and keynote speakers 
do not necessarily reflect the views 
of the World Wildlife Fund.

© 2011 WWF. All rights reserved by 
World Wildlife Fund, Inc.
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