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Ask for eco-labelled green electricity

Seven reasons to switch to labelled
green electricity

1. Meet environmental targets for the reduction
of CO2 emissions

2. Publicly demonstrate your commitment to the
environment while meeting the demands of
your customers and stakeholders

3. Put Local Agenda 21 (LA21) and sustainable
development objectives into practice

4. Aid job creation by promoting the renewable
and energy efficient industries

5. Provide secure and less volatile energy
contracts

6. Improve local air quality

7. Avoid financial penalties for polluting energy
use, such as climate change levies and other
carbon taxes.

What is the role of WWF?

WWF promotes green electricity as a way to reduce
carbon pollution from the power sector. WWF does
not carry out certification itself but supports the
European Green Electricity Network (EUGENE) and
its independent labelling scheme.

Make a
difference by
switching to
green electricity
and contribute
to developing
renewable
energy in
Europe.

If you need more information please contact:

WWF European Policy Office
Giulio Volpi

43 Avenue de Tervuren Box 12 • 1040 Brussels (Belgium)
Tel.: 32 2 743 8800 • Fax: 32 2 743 8819

gvolpi@wwfepo.org
www.panda.org/climate/greenelectricity
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WWF is searching for forward-looking companies
keen to turn a necessity into a business
advantage. We believe there are enormous
opportunities for economic
actors to improve their standing and their bottom
line through actions that cut carbon dioxide
emissions.

WWF has set up "Climate Savers" to strike deals
with leading corporations prepared
to make innovative new commitments.

To know more about the Climate Savers Programme,
please go to

www.panda.org/climate

Or contact

WWF European Policy Office
Climate and Energy Unit

43 Avenue de Tervuren Box 12 • 1040 Brussels (Belgium)
Tel.: 32 2 743 8800 • Fax: 32 2 743 8819

ssinger@wwfepo.org

Interested in becoming a
Climate Saver?
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Have you ever stopped to think where
your power comes from?

In Europe, more than half of our electricity is
produced by burning coal, oil and gas.
This releases millions of tonnes of carbon dioxide
(the main gas responsible for climate change)
every year. Another 35% of our electricity comes
from nuclear power, which, although carbon-free,
has other adverse environmental impacts.

But there is an alternative, environmentally-friendly
way to generate power:

Green electricity!

What is green electricity?

'Green electricity' is a positive, sustainable solution
to global warming. Green electricity is generated
by transforming the natural energy flows of the
Earth such as the sun, water, wind and biomass.
These are usually known as renewable energy
sources, because they will never run out.

Technologies which result in a more efficient use
of energy sources, such as cogeneration, are also
considered green as they contribute to reduce
climate polluting emissions.

Consumers of electricity can make a difference by
switching to green electricity.  The more you buy,
the more you help develop renewable and energy
efficient industries in Europe.

You will not only be helping the environment.
You will be helping to develop a new market in a
way that will be appreciated by your customers

and by citizens.

How can you be sure that your
green electricity makes a real
environmental improvement?

Let it be EUGENE labelled!

EUGENE (EUropean Green Electricity NEtwork) is
an independent group of experts from
environmental and consumer organisations, and
from research institutes, which has developed
standards for Green electricity.

In each European country, an organisation
approved by EUGENE will certify green electricity
products on the basis of these standards.  Across
Europe, one standard will ensure that you are
buying a truly green product!

WWF-Canon/Fritz Pölking
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Climate change is already affecting
our lives and the economy
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An unprecedented shift in the global climate
is underway. The world is warming-up at a
faster rate than during any period in the last
10,000 years.

Why is this happening?

The Earth’s natural greenhouse effect, which traps
some of the Sun’s energy and makes our planet
habitable, is being thrown out of balance by
increasing amounts of heat-trapping air pollutants.

The leading global warming gas, carbon dioxide
(CO2), is released in large quantities mainly
when coal, oil and gas are burned for energy.
CO2 emissions increased 12-fold during the
20th century.

The impacts of global warming are being felt
on every continent and in most countries.
Floods, droughts, the melting of glaciers and
the spread of infectious diseases. There is worse
to come unless the rising trend of CO2 emissions
is reversed.


