BULGARIAN FOREST MANAGEMENT STANDARDS

TO ATTAIN FSC CERTIFICATION

Draft III, June 2004

PRINCIPLE 1:
COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS AND FSC PRINCIPLES

Forest management shall respect all applicable laws of the country in which they occur, and international treaties and agreements to which the country is a signatory, and comply with all FSC Principles and Criteria.
Criterion 1.1.

Forest management shall respect all national and local laws and administrative requirements.
	Indicator 1.1.1.*

An established information system exists and updated copies of specialized forest, ecological and labour legislation are constantly accessible to workers. The documentation in state forest enterprises can be used by small enterprises.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 1.1.2.*

The workers in the enterprise are acquainted with the standard orders concerning their responsibilities.
	Verifiers :
a. Interview with the employees.

	Indicator 1.1.3.*

Documentation from regular inspections by national and local inspectors is kept on record. It reveals the satisfactory performance base of the state requirements.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 1.1.4.*

Appropriate actions are undertaken in case of non-compliance with the required forest management.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection

	Indicator 1.1.5.*

Forest owner has no penalties concerning forest management for last 3 years.
	Verifiers :
a. Inquiry in municipality, State Forestry, Regional Forestry Administration, Regional Inspection of Environment and Water or documentary information from them.


* Indicators with this symbol concern forest management units with forest area less than 0.50 ha. 

Criterion 1.2.
All applicable and legally prescribed fees, royalties, taxes and other charges shall be paid.
	Indicator 1.2.1.*

Information concerning these financial obligations is running and accessible. There are evidences for all opportune financial payments.
	Verifiers :
a. Declaration from forest owner.
b. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 1.2.2.*

In case of some contradiction appearance, the enterprise has documentation concerning undertaken actions and way of solution.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.


Criterion 1.3.

In signatory countries, the provisions of all binding international agreements

such as CITES, ILO Conventions, ITTA, and Convention on Biological Diversity,

shall be respected.

Criterion 1.4.

Conflicts between laws, regulations and the FSC Principles and Criteria shall be evaluated for the purposes of certification, on a case by case basis, by the

certifiers and the involved or affected parties.
Criterion 1.5.

Forest management areas should be protected from illegal harvesting, settlement and other unauthorized activities.
	Indicator 1.5.1.*

Responsibilities regarding the control are well defined. Control is made periodically.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

b. Interviews with the employees.

	Indicator 1.5.2.*

The forest owner has taken the appropriate actions against illegal activities in the land or natural resource. In case of illegal activities, the owner notifies in written form the control body.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

b. Field inspection.


Criterion 1.6.

Forest managers shall demonstrate a long-term commitment to adhere to the FSC Principles and Criteria.
	Indicator 1.6.1.*

A written form of the management plan exists, showing the progress towards certification.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 1.6.2.*

Management plan clearly states the objectives in the short- and long-term and demonstrates constant balance in values and aims according to the contract.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary in municipality, State Forestry, Regional Inspection of Environment and Water.


PRINCIPLE 2:
TENURE AND USE RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Long-term tenure and use rights to the land and forest resources shall be clearly defined, documented and legally established.
Criterion 2.1.

Clear evidence of long-term forest use rights to the land (e.g. land title, customary rights, or lease agreements) shall be demonstrated.
	Indicator 2.1.1.*

The property is marked or clearly delineated by other way (follows the natural boundaries).
	Verifiers :
a. Field inspection.

	Indicator 2.1.2.*

The forest owner has legal document, providing his legal right of ownership or long-term right over the property and boundaries of the land, which are not subject of court debate.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.
b. Current information from the cadastre services and declaration from the forest owner, regarding judicial disputes.

	Indicator 2.1.3.*

Well defined and documented are local communities or other groups concerned, which have legal or traditional use rights or usage of the land.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.
b. Interview with local people.

	Indicator 2.1.4.*

Traditional rights in this Criterion are well defined and documented in accordance with national legislation.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.
b. Interview with local people.


Criterion 2.2.
Local communities with legal or customary tenure or use rights shall maintain

control, to the extent necessary to protect their rights or resources, over forest operations unless

they delegate control with free and informed consent to other agencies
	Indicator 2.2.1.*

Local people are acquainted and support present structures, methods and practices of land and forest management with acknowledged their customary property and use rights over them. 
	Verifiers :
a. Interview with local people and local NGOs, local communities or other interested.

	Indicator 2.2.2.*

Written documents exist to provide evidence regarding the control over forest activity as required in Indicator 2.1.4. customary rights.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.


Criterion 2.3.
Appropriate mechanisms shall be employed to resolve disputes over tenure claims and use rights. The circumstances and status of any outstanding disputes will be explicitly considered in the certification evaluation. Disputes of substantial magnitude involving a significant number of interests will normally disqualify an operation from being certified.

	Indicator 2.3.1.*

Records are maintained of previous and on-going disputes over tenure and use rights.  
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 2.3.2.*

Written evidences exist regarding constructive participation of the owner/manager in resolving disputes over tenure claims and use rights.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.
b. Interviews with local communities and other interested.


PRINCIPLE 3:
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES' RIGHTS 1
The legal and customary rights of indigenous peoples to own, use and manage their lands, territories, and resources shall be recognized and respected.

Criterion 3.1.
Indigenous peoples shall control forest management on their lands and territories unless they delegate control with free and informed consent to other agencies.
Criterion 3.2.
Forest management shall not threaten or diminish, either directly or indirectly,

the resources or tenure rights of indigenous peoples.

Criterion 3.3.
Sites of special cultural, ecological, economic or religious significance to indigenous peoples shall be clearly identified in cooperation with such peoples, and recognized and protected by forest managers.

Criterion 3.4.
Indigenous peoples shall be compensated for the application of their traditional knowledge regarding the use of forest species or management systems in forest operations. This compensation shall be formally agreed upon with their free and informed consent before forest operations commence.

1 In Bulgaria no indigenous populations exist, as defined by the FSC. However, the Work Group has seen it convenient to keep the principle and its criteria, even though it has not elaborated them.

PRINCIPLE 4:
COMMUNITY RELATIONS AND WORKER'S RIGHTS

Forest management operations shall maintain or enhance the long-term social and economic well-being of forest workers and local communities.

Criterion 4.1.

The communities within, or adjacent to, the forest management area should be given opportunities for employment, training, and other services.

	Indicator 4.1.1.*

Evidence exists of preferring employees from local people, when workers with equal education and experience apply for vacant position.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 4.1.2.*

There are evidence of providing training and qualification of employees and workers.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.
b. Interviews with the employees and workers.

	Indicator 4.1.3.*

The forest owner notifies local labor bureaus about his vacancies and required education level and qualification.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.


	Indicator 4.1.4.*

The forest owner give to the municipality regularly information concerning the services, which can offer to the local people.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.



Criterion 4.2.

Forest management should meet or exceed all applicable laws and/or regulations covering health and safety of employees and their families.

	Indicator 4.2.1.*

Employees, including contractors, are aware of and implement safe working practices.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 4.2.2.*

Safety equipment and clothes are provided for the employees.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.
b. Field inspection. 

	Indicator 4.2.3.*

The enterprise maintains written guidelines of instruments, safety technique, and leadership responsibilities for their implementation.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 4.2.4.*

The enterprise maintains a register of accidents and actions to improve on working conditions.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.


Criterion 4.3.

The rights of workers’ to organize and voluntarily negotiate with their employers shall be guaranteed as outlined in Conventions 87 and 98 of the International Labor Organization (ILO).
	Indicator 4.3.1.*

All applicable legal rights of the employed in the enterprise are guaranteed: 

- remunerations;
- social and health insurance;
- safety and healthy working conditions;
- participating in meetings for discussion over current situation and future development of the enterprise;
- the rights of forest workers, specified in the following Conventions of International Labor Organization (ILO) – 29, 87, 98, 105, 110, 111 and 138.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.
b. Interviews with the employees and workers. 

	Indicator 4.3.2.*

The employees participate in liberal negotiations together with their employers when elaborating regulations for internal labor order and remuneration formation or contraction of collective labor agreement.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.
b. Interviews with the employees and workers.


Criterion 4.4.

Management planning and operations shall incorporate the results of evaluations of social impact. Consultations shall be maintained with people and groups directly affected by management operations.

	Indicator 4.4.1.*

There is a system (documented in case of large enterprises) for enabling participation by local communities in the management of territories and features that are of ecological, economic, cultural or spiritual importance to them.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.
b. Interviews with local authorities and municipalities.

	Indicator 4.4.2.*

There is evidence that community feedback was considered in management planning.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 4.4.3.*

Method for protection of sites with unique or significant for local community social, cultural or spiritual values is defined in the planning process and management. 


	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.
b. Field inspection. 

	Indicator 4.4.4.*

The sites with significant social, cultural and spiritual value for local communities are marked on the map.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 4.4.5.*

The approval of local community is necessary if changes appeared in the management of the above-mentioned sites.
	Verifiers :
a. Interviews with local community representatives 

	Indicator 4.4.6.*

There is documentation of specific management for sites, defined with Indicator 4.4.4.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 4.4.7.*

Consultations with owners of the neighboring properties are made prior to logging operations and there is evidence that community interests were considered, before carrying out the activity. The owners/managers of the adjacent land must be given a minimum of 60 days notice prior to commencement the activity.
	Verifiers :
a. Interviews with neighbor owners.


Criterion 4.5.

Appropriate mechanisms shall be employed for resolving grievances and for providing fair compensation in the case of loss or damage affecting the legal or customary rights, property, resources, or livelihoods of local peoples. Measures shall be taken to avoid such loss or damage.
	Indicator 4.5.1.*

Documentation in form of public notices, correspondence or meeting protocols with interested persons is provided if planed forestry activities will impact local community interests.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 4.5.2.*

In case of negative impact to local community’s resources as result of forest activities, the enterprise has documented mechanisms for compensation to the affected side.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 4.5.3.*

Adverse impacts of forest management on local communities (e.g. noise, smoke) are mitigated and all claims made by local communities are dealt with constructively. 
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.
b. Interviews with representatives of local people, municipalities.


PRINCIPLE 5:
BENEFITS FROM THE FOREST 

Forest management operations shall encourage the efficient use of the forest's multiple products and services to ensure economic viability and a wide range of environmental and social benefits.

Criterion 5.1. 

Forest management should strive toward economic viability, while taking into account the full environmental, social, and operational costs of production, and ensuring the investments necessary to maintain the ecological productivity of the forest.
	Indicator 5.1.1.*

Owner’s planed incomes and expenses, include specific and realistic expectations for operational production, ecological and social costs.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 5.1.2.*

Forest management maintains optimal balance between usage and service and ensures economical, ecological and social long term stability of the forest.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection of Forest Management Plan (FMP).
b. Interviews with persons concerned.

c. Field inspection.


Criterion 5.2.

Forest management and marketing operations should encourage the optimal use and local processing of the forest's diversity of products.
	Indicator 5.2.1.*

Sufficient evidences exist regarding consumption marketing of forest raw materials, products and services from local manufactures and consumers.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 5.2.2.*

Management plan demonstrates that the forest is used for more than one product. Products may include wood and non-wood products as well as recreation and sport activities.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 5.2.3.*

Register is maintained with made amount of wood and non-wood products for local markets.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 5.2.4.*

The forest owner presents in public actual information concerning products and services offered to the local community.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.
b. Field inspection.


Criterion 5.3.
Forest management should minimize waste associated with harvesting and on-site processing operations and avoid damage to other forest resources.

	Indicator 5.3.1.*

There are no marked trees in the cutting area, the damages over other forest resources and remained trees are minimized.
	Verifiers :
a. Field inspection.

	Indicator 5.3.2.*

The use of forest resources follows technological plan, which minimize the waste associated with harvesting and transportation of the materials.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.
b. Field inspection.


Criterion 5.4. 

Forest management should strive to strengthen and diversify the local economy, avoiding dependence on a single forest product.
	Indicator 5.4.1.*

The enterprise made assessment of the wood and non-wood resource potential diversity according to the needs of local economy. The results from this assessment are used in the structure of assortment range with offered goods and services.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. 


Criterion 5.5.

Forest management operations shall recognize, maintain, and, where appropriate, enhance the value of forest services and resources such as watersheds and fisheries.

	Indicator 5.5.1.*

The enterprise has range of services and measures for supporting and enhancing quality of the forest resources and services complex, for example, trough: water balance improvement, erosion control, waterside protection, destroyed soil and rock ground coat, waste waters and technologies, etc.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. b. Field inspection.

	Indicator 5.5.2.*

The enterprise has made assessment of the potential impact of forest management activities on resource potential and possible range of services.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. b. Field inspection.

	Indicator 5.5.3.*

The enterprise applies the best possible practice, which is based on scientific achievements, valuable foreign and local experience in order to minimize the negative impact on services and resources.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. b. Field inspection.
c. Interviews with employees and local people.


Criterion 5.6. 

The rate of harvest of forest products shall not exceed levels which can be permanently sustained.
	Indicator 5.6.1.*

Assessment of the existing forest resources is made, during the intending, their grow rate and permissible rates for annual use, which can not be exceeded.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. b. Expert valuation.

	Indicator 5.6.2.*

Annual harvest is strictly documented, includes by site, species, quantities, assortments, date and terms, consumer, auditor documentation. In case, when favorable market situation or ecological and natural circumstances impose on enhancement of the annual rate of harvest, it should be compensated in middle term.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. 
b. Expert valuation.

	Indicator 5.6.3.*

Boundaries of harvest units are clearly marked on-site and respected.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. 
b. Field inspection.

	Indicator 5.6.4.*

Sufficient measures are undertaken to ensure the expected trees quantity and quality, including appropriate regeneration, damage protection, appropriate species structure (and age structure for the selected forests), tending and others.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.
b. Field inspection.

	Indicator 5.6.5.*

Annual reports on timber and non-timber forest products use are bound with annual extraction rates in the FMP, revised and confirmed as required. (Almost cover Indicator 5.6.1)
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.


PRINCIPLE 6:
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

Forest management shall conserve biological diversity and its associated values, water resources, soils, and unique and fragile ecosystems and landscapes, and, by so doing, maintain the ecological functions and the integrity of the forest.
Criterion 6.1.

Assessment of environmental impacts shall be completed - appropriate to the scale, intensity of forest management and the uniqueness of the affected resources - and adequately integrated into management systems.  Assessments shall include landscape level considerations as well as the impacts of on-site processing facilities.  Environmental impacts shall be assessed prior to commencement of site-disturbing operations.
	Indicator 6.1.1.*

Analysis and evaluation of planned actions impact to environment components are made for all management plan documents.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection of current plan documents (FMP, annual plans, etc.).

	Indicator 6.1.2.*

All projects, plans and programs (different from these in 6.1.1.) regarding certified forest are subject for assessment of environmental impact, in cases when this is provided by national legislation. The recommendations from Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) reports are properly integrated in projects, plans and programs.
	Verifiers :
a. In cases when the forest owner is an investor in projects, plans and programs, an inspection of the technical documentation is carried out.
b. In cases when the forest owner is not an investor in the projects, plans and programs, and inspection of the documentation from public discussions of the assessment of environmental performance is carried out, and his participation is found out with a written statement or his pronouncement, covered in the protocols from discussions.


Criterion 6.2. 

Safeguards shall exist which protect rare, threatened and endangered species and their habitats (e.g., nesting and feeding areas).  Conservation zones and protection areas shall be established, appropriate to the scale and intensity of forest management and the uniqueness of the affected resources.  Inappropriate hunting, fishing, trapping and collecting shall be controlled.
	Indicator 6.2.1.*

Protected, rare and endangered species, distributed in the forest are identified.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 6.2.2.*

Protected, rare and endangered species identified in the forest are preserved by well defined activities in the forest management plan.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. 

b. Field inspection.

	Indicator 6.2.3.*

The forest owner collaborates with the specialized institutions, versed in biodiversity protection and control.
	Verifiers :
a. Interviews with municipality, State Forestry or Regional Inspection of Environment and Water.

	Indicator 6.2.4.*

During the forest management, the owner or manager takes measures for preservation of old and hollow standing trees and dead wood not less than 5m³ per ha for high-system forest and 3m³ per ha for the other management systems.
	Verifiers :
a. Field inspection.

	Indicator 6.2.5.*

The forest management operations and other activities in the forest respect the stipulated measures for preservation of the protected plant and animal species and are launched if some change appears in the natural conditions and/or forest management activities.
	Verifiers :
a. Field inspection according to the conditions of the object and under which the forest management or other activities are implemented at the habitats, populated with protected plants and animal species.


Criterion 6.3. 

Ecological functions and values shall be maintained intact, enhanced, or restored, including: 

Forest regeneration and succession.  

Genetic, species, and ecosystem diversity.  

Natural cycles that affect the productivity of the forest ecosystem.
	Indicator 6.3.1.*

The regeneration cuttings in seed plantations are conducted only if natural regeneration is ensured.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. 

b. Field inspection.

	Indicator 6.3.2.*

The use of seed and planting materials regenerate and enhance genetic and species diversity.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. 

b. Field inspection.

	Indicator 6.3.3.*

The capacity of planed forest management activities is restricted by regeneration natural cycles for each forest species.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. 

b. Field inspection.


Criterion 6.4 

Representative samples of existing ecosystems within the landscape shall be protected in their natural state and recorded on maps, appropriate to the scale and intensity of operations and the uniqueness of the affected resources.  

	Indicator 6.4.1.*

The rate of representative samples of existing ecosystems within the forest should not be less than 2% for the forest areas up to 100 ha and 5% for those exceeding 100 ha. Their areas are recorded on the maps and marked on the field.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. 

b. Field inspection.

	Indicator 6.4.2.*

In representative sample points of the ecosystems no activities, which could change their natural state and natural processes are taken.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. 

b. Field inspection.

	Indicator 6.4.3.*

The representative sample points of the ecosystems are managed in accordance with their management documents.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. 

b. Field inspection.


Criterion 6.5.

Written guidelines shall be prepared and implemented to: control erosion; minimize forest damage during harvesting, road construction, and all other mechanical disturbances; and protect water resources.  

	Indicator 6.5.1.*

Plans, projects and programs include chapters of preventive and future actions against erosion; minimizing forest damages during the logging and road construction; water resources protection.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. 

b. Field inspection.
/During the assessment on this Indicator is taking to account the existence of special chapters in structure and planned documents and their execution./

	Indicator 6.5.2.*

The amount of existing and planned forest roads, transport road-beds, bridges and others, respond to the scale and intensity of management activities as a prerequisite to minimize the negative impact on the environment, caused by the forest management. operations.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. 

b. Field inspection.

	Indicator 6.5.3.*

The construction and maintenance of the forest infrastructure is in a way, which minimize the damages on the environment and susceptible representatives of flora and fauna.
	Verifiers :
a. Field inspection.

	Indicator 6.5.4.*

The forest owner applies logging technologies, which minimize negative impact on timber process.
	Verifiers :
a. Field inspection.


	Indicator 6.5.5.*

Actions are undertaken in order to balance regeneration growth and biodiversity as well, caused by the animal populations and pasture of livestock. Damages, caused by the pasture of domestic animals and game are minimized.
	Verifiers :
a. Field inspection.


Criterion 6.6. 

Management systems shall promote the development and adoption of environmentally friendly non-chemical methods of pest management and strive to avoid the use of chemical pesticides. 

World Health Organization Type 1A and 1B.

Chlorinated hydrocarbon pesticides.

Pesticides that are persistent, toxic or whose derivatives remain biologically active and accumulate in the food chain beyond their intended use.
Any pesticides banned by international agreement, shall be prohibited.

If chemicals are used, proper equipment and training shall be provided to minimize health and environmental risks.
	Indicator 6.6.1.*

In forest management practice substances of World Health Organization Type 1A and 1B, Chlorinated hydrocarbon pesticides that are persistent, toxic or whose derivatives remain biologically active and accumulate in the food chain, as all pesticides banned by international agreements, are not used.
	Verifiers :
a. Declaration from the forest manager/owner.
b. Laboratory analyses of the soil and plant samples – if questioned. a. Field inspection.

	Indicator 6.6.2.*

The forest owner takes persistent control on chemical substances used in the forest and has a specialized register for every single use. The register includes: kind of the preparation used; date of usage; amount and treated areas.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 6.6.3.*

The forest owner documents the efforts to reduce the use of chemicals at the management of the forest.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 6.6.4.*

During the chemical use appropriate methods are implemented, safety equipment is provided.
	Verifiers :
a. Field inspection.
b. Interviews with the employees. 

	Indicator 6.6.5.*

Chemical storage, their mixing and application practices are safety and meet applicable regulations and methods of practice. 


	Verifiers :
a. Field inspection.
b. Interviews with the employees.   

	Indicator 6.6.6.*

Responsible employees are aware of and able to implement emergency procedures for clean-up following spillages or other accidents with chemicals.
	Verifiers :
a. Interviews with the employees.

	Indicator 6.6.7.*

Detailed records are kept of all incidents involving chemicals.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.
b. Interviews with the employees.


Criterion 6.7. 

Chemicals, containers, liquid and solid non-organic wastes including fuel and oil shall be disposed of in an environmentally appropriate manner at off-site locations.
	Indicator 6.7.1.*

Forest owner or manager does not dispose wastes from forest management or other activities in the forest.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 6.7.2.*

Forest owner or manager controls the property with regard to non-admission of illegal disposal of all type of wastes in it.
	Verifiers :
a. Field inspection. 
b. If illegal disposals are determined, a statement is drawn up and appropriate activities are taken to found and penalize the disturber and prevent the act.


Criterion 6.8. 

Use of biological control agents shall be documented, minimized, monitored and strictly controlled in accordance with national laws and internationally accepted scientific protocols.  Use of genetically modified organisms shall be prohibited.

	Indicator 6.8.1.*

The Criterion is clearly defined and formulated, the separate text for indicators is not necessary to be identified.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. 

b. If doubts about GMO, then  laboratory experiments are done.


Criterion 6.9. 

The use of exotic species shall be carefully controlled and actively monitored to avoid adverse ecological impacts.
	Indicator 6.9.1.*

The native tree species will not be replaced by exotic ones. 


	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. b. Field inspection. 

	Indicator 6.9.2.*

The forest owner controls exotic species distribution (especially of invasive exotics) historically introduced or with own distribution during the assessment, and takes actions for their limitation or elimination. 


	Verifiers :
a. Field inspection.

	Indicator 6.9.3.*

Purposive introduction of animals and plants species in forest under assessment is permitted only in case of realization of economical or ecological benefits and introduced species do not endanger native species distribution or natural processes. For every single introduction a specialized monitoring is taken and results are documented.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. b. Field inspection.


Criterion 6.10. 

Forest conversion to plantations or non-forest land uses shall not occur, except in circumstances where conversion:

entails a very limited portion of the forest management unit; and

does not occur on high conservation value forest areas; and

will enable clear, substantial, additional, secure, long term conservation benefits across the forest management unit.
	Indicator 6.10.1.*

Forest cover percentage for certified forest does not decline. 


	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. 

b. Field inspection.

	Indicator 6.10.2.*

The forest owner does not allow transformation of forest to non-forest use, except in cases when such transformation comprises less than 0.1% of forest area; which does not have high conservation value and long term benefits are documented concerning the forest under estimation, as a result of this transformation. 
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. 

b. Field inspection.


PRINCIPLE 7:
MANAGEMENT PLAN 

A management plan - appropriate to the scale and intensity of the operations shall be written, implemented, and kept up to date. The long term objectives of management, and the means of achieving them, shall be clearly stated. 

Criterion 7.1. 

The management plan and supporting documents shall provide: 

a) Management objectives.

b) Description of the forest resources to be managed, environmental limitations, land use and ownership status, socio-economic conditions, and a profile of adjacent lands.

c) Description of sylvicultural and/or other management system, based on the ecology of the forest in question and information gathered through resource inventories.

d) Rationale for rate of annual harvest and species selection. 

e) Provisions for monitoring of forest growth and dynamics. 

f) Environmental safeguards based on environmental assessments.  

g) Plans for the identification and protection of rare, threatened and endangered species.

h) Maps describing the forest resource base including protected areas, planned management activities and land ownership.

i) Description and justification of harvesting techniques and equipment to be used.

	Indicator 7.1.1.*

Data concerning forest owner and general description of forest managed area shall include: 

· the forest owner’s name

· socio-economic context and conditions in the forest management area

· other interests in the property (for example objectives of the management, conservation easements for environmental protection, hunting leases) 

· any plans to change ownership status or size of the forest management area

the location, size, environmental limitations and legal description of forest management area and short description of adjacent areas, including ownership and use.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 7.1.2.*

General description of the history of ownership and use of the forest management area should be included in the forest management plan if this information is available.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 7.1.3.*

At least description of the following forest resources at stand level should be included in the forest management plan: area (in hectares); site type and/or forest type; soil type; ground cover; age and age-class distribution for uneven aged stands; density and/or canopy cover; height (average or dominant); quality index; average diameter at 1.30m and/or ring area; stock per 1ha and for total area.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 7.1.4.*

Description of the following forest resources should be summarized for the total forest management area, for example for the area of state forest enterprise:  total area (in hectares), forest cover, areas by site type and/or forest type, and/or stands type, age class distribution, average total increment and/or current mass increment, average stock per 1ha and for the total area, forest production volume in total or by assortments type of the afforestation and other actions, planned for the whole revision period and average per year.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 7.1.5.*

Environmental safeguards for minimizing damages from forest management operations shall be described in the management plan. Safeguards shall be based on the results from environmental assessment (see 5.3.1, 5.3.2, 6.1.2.).
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.  

	Indicator 7.1.6.*

The used management systems, including type of felling and sylvicultural methods are described in the management plan.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 7.1.7.*

Rationale for rate of use and choice of felling type shall be included in the management plan.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 7.1.8.*

Forest monitoring shall be provided by the management plan. (See indicators for Criterion 8.2 for items to be controlled). The data from the assessment and monitoring results should be represented in the document file and/or as part of the management plan.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

b. Expert valuation. 

	Indicator 7.1.9.*

For identification and protection of rare, threatened and endangered species, refer to the indicators for Criterion 6.2.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 7.1.10.*

A time line that includes the schedule for all forest management activities to be implemented over 10 year planning horizon shall be included in the forest management plan. Items to be addressed in schedule shall include sylvicultural and monitoring and assessment activities.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 7.1.11.*

Maps of the forest management area – including functional dividing e.g. protected areas, types of forest stands, land ownership and type of actions employed – shall be included in the forest management plan. Maps should include map scale, date, author and north arrow. Different types of maps could be elaborated by the forest owner request.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 7.1.12.*

A budget should be prepared for the forest management operations, appropriate to their scale and intensity, and included in the document file and/or the forest management plan. This data could be presented in public with forest owner consent in case that it is not a business secret and does not menace forest owner by placing him/her in a nonequivalent position on the market.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 7.1.13.*

Other descriptions, documents and enclosures identified by means of the actual specialized regulatory should be included in the management plan.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.


Criterion 7.2. 

The management plan shall be periodically revised to incorporate the results of monitoring or new scientific and technical information, as well as to respond to changing environmental, social and economic circumstances.
	Indicator 7.2.1.*

Management plan is updated at intervals not greater than 10 years. For small forest management units (smaller than 50ha) programs and/or reports could be produced with the same validity period, based on stock-taking, project designing and/or expert assessment from certified forester. In case of substantial (more than 10% for revised period) impacts by insects and other pets, fires, windthrows, etc. a new inventory (partial or complete) is carried out and the management plan is revised.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.
b. Expert valuation. 

	Indicator 7.2.2.*

Big enterprises have documented procedure for reviewing and updating the management plan.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 7.2.3.*

Responsibilities for reviewing and updating are allocated to licensed forester.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 7.2.4.*

New scientific and technical developments are estimated and incorporated in the revised plans.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 7.2.5.*

Changes in environmental, social and economic conditions are estimated and taken into account.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.  


Criterion 7.3. 

Forest workers shall receive adequate training and supervision to ensure proper implementation of the management plan.  
	Indicator 7.3.1.*

Forest workers (foresters and wood cutter) should have obtained adequate training to ensure correct implementation of the activities laid down in the management plan. Their work is controlled by the foresters and manager.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.


	Indicator 7.3.2.*

Professional foresters and managers should maintain high qualification and abilities through retraining, additional qualification and other courses to guarantee the reliable implementation of the management plan.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.
b. Interview with employees. 
c. Staff training written records.

	Indicator 7.3.3.*

Forest workers and foresters should demonstrate understanding of the management plan’s objectives and tasks, as well as the technological decisions and practices, incorporated in it.
	Verifiers :
a. Interview with employees. 
b. Staff training written records.


Criterion 7.4. 

While respecting the confidentiality of information, forest managers shall make publicly available a summary of the primary elements of the management plan, including those listed in Criterion 7.1.

	Indicator 7.4.1.*

In private forests (corporative and individual property) the summary with basic elements of the management plan is publicly available and specify the objective of the forest management plan by Criterion 7.1.a
	Verifiers :
a. Interview with the employees. 

	Indicator 7.4.2.*

For forests, owned by state and municipality, the summary contains information regarding Criterion 7.1, to be publicly easily accessible and comprehensible.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 7.4.3.*

Information concerning the summary for publicly owned forests (or the summary itself) is published, as well as in Internet.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 7.4.4.*

Specific information regarding publicly owned forests is supplied on request.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.


PRINCIPLE 8:
MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT 

Monitoring shall be conducted - appropriate to the scale and intensity of forest management - to assess the condition of the forest, yields of forest products, chain of custody, management activities and their social and environmental impacts.

Criterion 8.1. 

The frequency and intensity of monitoring should be determined by the scale and intensity of forest management operations as well as the relative complexity and fragility of the affected environment.  Monitoring procedures should be consistent and replicable over time to allow comparison of results and assessment of change.
	Indicator 8.1.1.*

Monitoring system with appropriate and clearly defined frequency, intensity and indexes is elaborated according the scale and intensity of the management.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. 

	Indicator 8.1.2.*

The monitoring procedure is implemented and documented regularly. 
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.
b. Field inspection.

	Indicator 8.1.3.*

The responsibilities for monitoring implementation are entrusted to particular staff members, who are trained for its correctly application.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. b. Interviews.


Criterion 8.2. 

Forest management should include the research and data collection needed to monitor, at a minimum, the following indicators:

Yield of all forest products harvested.

Growth rates, regeneration and condition of the forest.

Composition and observed changes in the flora and fauna.

Environmental and social impacts of harvesting and other operations.

Costs, productivity, and efficiency of forest management.
	Indicator 8.2.1.*

The forest owner keeps information concerning type, quantity and quality of all harvested forest products.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. 

	Indicator 8.2.2.*

The forest owner ensures the implementation of observation and registering of the obtained information concerning growth rates, regeneration process in forest stands, their healthy state as well as succession process in the ecosystems (based on indicator species of flora and fauna).
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 8.2.3.*

Forest owner conducts monitoring referred to the consequences over environment and local communities, caused by the economic activity in the forest and keep records and use the obtained results. The forest owner keeps all documents connected with the assessment of the productivity and economic activity effectiveness.  
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.


Criterion 8.3. 
Documentation shall be provided by the forest manager to enable monitoring and certifying organizations to trace each forest product from its origin, a process known as the "chain of custody."

	Indicator 8.3.1.*

Production and sales documentation enables each sold product to be traced to the forest where it is originated from. Forest manager makes efforts to provide maximum information to the customers about wood products origin.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. 


Criterion 8.4. 

The results of monitoring shall be incorporated into the implementation and revision of the management plan.

	Indicator 8.4.1.*

Management projects, plans and programs analyze the results from the monitoring and take them into account.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. 

	Indicator 8.4.2.*

Changes in management projects, plans and programs are based on the results from the monitoring.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.


Criterion 8.5. 

While respecting the confidentiality of information, forest managers shall make publicly available a summary of the results of monitoring indicators, including those listed in Criterion 8.2.
	Indicator 8.5.1.*

The summaries from monitoring are publicly available and do not manipulate public opinion in behalf of forest’s owner interests.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

b. Interviews with local people, NGOs and other stakeholders. 


PRINCIPLE 9:
MAINTENANCE OF HIGH CONSERVATION VALUE FORESTS 

Management activities in high conservation value forests shall maintain or enhance the attributes which define such forests.  Decisions regarding high conservation value forests shall always be considered in the context of a precautionary approach.
Criterion 9.1. 

Assessment to determine the presence of the attributes consistent with High Conservation Value Forests (HCVF) will be completed, appropriate to scale and intensity of forest management.
	Indicator 9.1.1.*

Special investigation is accomplished in order to determine and specify Conservation Valued Forest Areas in forest, which is in a process to certification and its region. The investigation is accomplished in compliance with developed National Methodology for identification, management and monitoring of HCVF (National HCVF Toolkit).
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. 

	Indicator 9.1.2.*

Conservation values assessment of the habitats in forest management unit has been made in the process of elaboration of the management plans and HCVF are determined in compliance with developed National HCVF Toolkit.   
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.
b. Field inspection.


Criterion 9.2. 

The consultative portion of the certification process must place emphasis on the identified conservation attributes, and options for the maintenance thereof.

Criterion 9.3. 

The management plan shall include and implement specific measures that ensure the maintenance and/or enhancement of the applicable conservation attributes consistent with the precautionary approach.  These measures shall be specifically included in the publicly available management plan summary.
	Indicator 9.3.1.*

Identified characteristics of the HCVF are included in the forest management plan.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. 

	Indicator 9.3.2.*

Forest management plan includes specific measures for maintenance and protection of the HCVF according to the forest management requirements defined in National HCVF Toolkit. The management objectives and proposed activities in these forests are precisely directed to preservation, maintenance and enhancement of their valuable attributes.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 9.3.3.*

The characteristics of the HCVF and measures for their protection are included by appropriate way in publicly available management plan summary.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.
b. Interviews with local stakeholders – community representatives, environmental NGOs, etc.

	Indicator 9.3.4.*

The forest owner implements planned measures in management plan, concerning protection of the HCVFs.  
	Verifiers :
a. Field inspection.


Criterion 9.4. 

Annual monitoring shall be conducted to assess the effectiveness of the measures employed to maintain or enhance the applicable conservation attributes.
	Indicator 9.4.1.*

According to the HCVF monitoring requirements defined in the National HCVF Toolkit are specified/determined:

- appropriate indicators for monitoring the effectiveness of undertaken measures for high conservation value forests protection;

- monitoring system, including adequate frequency of the assessments, appropriate scale and characteristics of the forest management activities. 
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. 

	Indicator 9.4.2.*

The monitoring results are performed in written standard forms.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 9.4.3.*

The monitoring results are used in the process of forest management activities planning and updating of the documentation.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.
b. Field inspections.


PRINCIPLE 10:

PLANTATIONS 

Plantations shall be planned and managed in accordance with Principles and Criteria 1 - 9, and Principle 10 and its Criteria. While plantations can provide an array of social and economic benefits, and can contribute to satisfying the world's needs for forest products, they should complement the management of, reduce pressures on, and promote the restoration and conservation of natural forests.

Criterion 10.1. 

The management objectives of the plantation, including natural forest conservation and restoration objectives, shall be explicitly stated in the management plan, and clearly demonstrated in the implementation of the plan.

	Indicator 10.1.1.*

The management plan clearly defines the management objectives for plantations, including their expediency in the context of natural forest restoration.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. 

	Indicator 10.1.2.*

The management plan tolerates natural regeneration and succession processes (including removal of plantations by native vegetation).
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 10.1.3.*

The employees clearly demonstrate an abidance of appropriate sylvicultural systems and techniques for tolerating natural regeneration, with purpose of natural forest restoration.
	Verifiers :
a. Interviews with employees and workers.

b. Field inspection.

	Indicator 10.1.4.*

The management of plantations, established by species outside their natural range of distribution is subordinated to the long-term objective of natural vegetation restoration, according to the site conditions.
	Verifiers :
a. Field inspection.


Criterion 10.2. 

The design and layout of plantations should promote the protection, restoration and conservation of natural forests, and not increase pressures on natural forests.  Wildlife corridors, streamside zones and a mosaic of stands of different ages and rotation periods, shall be used in the layout of the plantation, consistent with the scale of the operation.  The scale and layout of plantation blocks shall be consistent with the patterns of forest stands found within the natural landscape.

	Indicator 10.2.1.*

When planning the establishment of plantations, natural vegetation areas should be identified, protected and taken into account.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. 

	Indicator 10.2.2.*

Streamside buffer zones are identified and protected. 


	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.
b. Field inspection.

	Indicator 10.2.3.*

The area and location of the plantations are consistent with the natural vegetation in the landscape. 
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.
b. Field inspection.


Criterion 10.3. 

Diversity in the composition of plantations is preferred, so as to enhance economic, ecological and social stability. Such diversity may include the size and spatial distribution of management units within the landscape, number and genetic composition of species, age classes and structures.

	Indicator 10.3.1.*

The selection of species to be planted should meet the following conditions: 

- Overall suitability with site conditions and management objectives; 

- Conservation of biological diversity;

- When establish plantations for restoration of degraded ecosystems, native species should be preferred to exotic ones; 

- Exotic species should be used only if their growing characteristics are greater than the native species. (They should be carefully controlled to detect any unusual mortality, diseases or insects outbreaks and adverse ecological impacts); 

- Only those introduced species, provenances and varieties should be used, which environmental impact and influence on genetic structure of native species and provenances have been previously assessed; 

- The diversity in plantation composition is necessary, in order to enhance economic, social and ecological stability. Such diversity can include size and spatial arrangement of management units in the landscape, species and inner species diversity, age classes and structures; 

- None of the trees species should be planted on large area, until local attempts and/or experiments do not reveal that they are environmentally well adapted to the site, are not aggressive ones, and have not substantial negative impact on other ecosystems.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. 

	Indicator 10.3.2.*

Felling and regeneration plans provide diversity in age classes, species and rotation periods.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.


Criterion 10.4. 

The selection of species for planting shall be based on their overall suitability for the site and their appropriateness to the management objectives. In order to enhance the conservation of biological diversity, native species are preferred over exotic species in the establishment of plantations and the restoration of degraded ecosystems.  Exotic species, which shall be used only when their performance is greater than that of native species, shall be carefully monitored to detect unusual mortality, disease, or insect outbreaks and adverse ecological impacts.
	Indicator 10.4.1.*

Selected species and provenances are suited to management objectives.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. 

	Indicator 10.4.2.*

Exotic species are used only if their performance is greater than the native ones in meeting management objectives.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 10.4.3.*

Information about seed sources is available.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.


Criterion 10.5. 

A proportion of the overall forest management area, appropriate to the scale of the plantation and to be determined in regional standards, shall be managed so as to restore the site to a natural forest cover.
	Indicator 10.5.1.*

Planning for plantation establishment and re-establishment includes provision for set-aside areas for conservation and restoration of the natural vegetation. 
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

b. Field inspection.


Criterion 10.6. 

Measures shall be taken to maintain or improve soil structure, fertility, and biological activity. The techniques and rate of harvesting, road and trail construction and maintenance, and the choice of species shall not result in long term soil degradation or adverse impacts on water quality, quantity or substantial deviation from stream course drainage patterns.
	Indicator 10.6.1.*

Information exists concerning susceptibility to degradation of all soil types in the plantation area, during the forest management activities.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. 

	Indicator 10.6.2.*

Forest operations that might cause degradation of soils and potential types of degradation are identified.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 10.6.3.*

Soil degradation due to forest operations is minimized.
	Verifiers :
a. Field inspection.

	Indicator 10.6.4.*

Restoration plans exist for soils degraded from previous activities.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 10.6.5.*

Major water bodies within the forest area are defined.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 10.6.6.*

Forest operations that might endanger water bodies are defined.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 10.6.7.*

The negative impact over water bodies is minimized.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.
b. Field inspection.


Criterion 10.7. 

Measures shall be taken to prevent and minimize outbreaks of pests, diseases, fire and invasive plant introductions.  Integrated pest management shall form an essential part of the management plan, with primary reliance on prevention and biological control methods rather than chemical pesticides and fertilizers. Plantation management should make every effort to move away from chemical pesticides and fertilizers, including their use in nurseries.  The use of chemicals is also covered in Criteria 6.6 and 6.7.
	Indicator 10.7.1.*

The employees are trained to identify health problems with species.
	Verifiers :
a. Interviews with the employees. 

	Indicator 10.7.2.*

There are procedures for observation and following of the health condition.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

	Indicator 10.7.3.*

There is appropriate fire prevention and control system.


	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.
b. Field inspection.

	Indicator 10.7.4.*

All employees and contractors, who carry out fire control activities, have received adequate training.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.
b. Interviews.


Criterion 10.8. 

Appropriate to the scale and diversity of the operation, monitoring of plantations shall include regular assessment of potential on-site and off-site ecological and social impacts, (e.g. natural regeneration, effects on water resources and soil fertility, and impacts on local welfare and social well-being), in addition to those elements addressed in principles 8, 6 and 4.  No species should be planted on a large scale until local trials and/or experience have shown that they are ecologically well-adapted to the site, are not invasive, and do not have significant negative ecological impacts on other ecosystems. Special attention will be paid to social issues of land acquisition for plantations, especially the protection of local rights of ownership, use or access.
	Indicator 10.8.1.*

Potential on-site and off-site impacts are identified and monitored.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.

b. Field inspection.


CRITERION 10.9. 

Plantations established in areas converted from natural forests after November 1994 normally shall not qualify for certification.  Certification may be allowed in circumstances where sufficient evidence is submitted to the certification body that the manager/owner is not responsible directly or indirectly of such conversion.

	Indicator 10.9.1.*

The plantations do not occupy land converted from natural forest since November 1994.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection. 

	Indicator 10.9.2.*

If plantation was converted after November 1994, there are sufficient evidence that current manager/owner is not responsible for such conversion.
	Verifiers :
a. Documentary inspection.


