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87
(Guyana)

46
(Suriname)

22
(French Guiana)

Number of active 
shrimp trawlers using TEDs

Unselective fishing gears 
catch at least

 300,000 
sea turtles worldwide each year

MARINE TURTLES 
IN THE GUIANAS

25% Number of leatherbacks that have marks on 
flippers and the neck from fishing gear (FG).
Reference: Damien Chevallier, CNRS-IPHC

424 Number of leatherbacks accidentally 
caught in gillnets in 2012 (SR).
Reference: Madari, H.M. 2012

MARINE TURTLE SPECIES, 
THEIR OCCURRENCE & 
PROTECTION STATUS 
(North West Atlantic populations)

HAWKSBILL 
Eretmochelys imbricata
Karetschildpad (NL), Tortue imbriquée (FG), Carey (GY)
Occurrence:  very rare (mostly Guyana)
Status:  CR  CRITICALLY ENDANGERED

LOGGERHEAD
Caretta caretta
Onechte karet (NL), Tortue caouanne (FG) 
Occurrence:  foraging offshore, very rare (only 
 Guyana)
Status:  LC  LEAST CONCERN

OLIVE RIDLEY
Lepidochelys olivacea
Warana (SR, NL), Tortue olivâtre (FG), Taracay (GY)
Occurrence:  rare in Suriname, common in French 
 Guiana, very rare in Guyana
Status:  VU  VULNERABLE

GREEN SEA TURTLE
Chelonia mydas
Soepschildpad (NL), Krapé (SR), Tortue verte (FG), 
Bettia (GY)
Occurrence:  Common
Status:  EN  ENDANGERED

LEATHERBACK 
Dermochelys coriacea
Lederschildpad (NL), Aitkanti (SR), Tortue luth (FG), 
Mata mata (GY)
Occurrence:  most common in French Guiana and 
 Suriname
Status:  LC  LEAST CONCERN (re-assessed in 2018)

MIGRATION ROUTE
OF LEATHERBACKS

While Turtle Excluder Devices (TEDs) have been used by many 
shrimp trawlers in the Guianas for more than 20 years, bycatch 
by other fisheries (fish trawlers, tuna longlines, and gillnets) 
remains the main threat to turtles in this region.

When not breeding, leatherbacks from 
this region migrate to the North Atlantic 
all the way to Nova Scotia Canada to 
feed on the abundant jellyfish, covering 
over 10,000 km. 

MAP OF THE GUIANAS
The total length of the Guianas 
shoreline is 1,145 km. Currently 
there are 5 main nesting sites 
along the Guianas shoreline. 
However, coastal dynamics make 
the number of beaches and their 
surface area highly variable.

Guyana, Suriname and French Guiana contain 
among the most important nesting beaches for 
3 species of turtles in the world. Protection of 
these beaches contributes significantly to the 
conservation of these species worldwide. 

Guyana
Suriname

French
Guiana

= Marine turtle nesting beaches

Illegal consumption of eggs 
(mostly green turtle eggs)

Bycatch (fish trawlers, tuna 
longlines and drifting gillnets)

Coastal destruction and 
alteration 

Sandmining

Off-shore oil and gas 
development 

HUMAN THREATS:
Climate change

Eroding beaches

Dog predation

Jaguar predation

OTHER THREATS:

Monitoring of the Guianas nesting beaches dates back to the 1980s providing a valuable 
long term data set. Because sea turtles are highly migratory, protecting them requires a 
regional and international approach. WWF Guianas is committed to working with partners 
in all three countries to ensure the long-term protection of these shared turtle populations.

Number of Leatherback 
nests in 2017 

45
(Guyana)

842
(Suriname)

1,262
(French Guiana)

Number of 
Olive Ridley 

nests in 2017  

3,864
(French Guiana)

35,343
(Suriname)

Number of 
Green Sea Turtle 

nests in 2017 

Number of marine 
turtle species 
in the world7

Number of marine turtle 
species that either forage, 
nest or breed in the Guianas5

Reference: State of the World’s Sea Turtles Report, Volume XI, 2011


