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The current model of urban development needs to change to one that not only focuses 
on economic growth and also takes into account equity, environmental sustainability 
and the well being of all its inhabitants. This is the transformation we need to achieve 
our sustainable development goal. Most of the world’s population now lives in cities 
and about 70 percent of fossil fuels emissions that causes climate change are produced 
in cities. Urban populations are beginning to suffer from resource scarcity and from 
the impacts of climate change. Cities need to become resilient and adapt to changes 
imposed by nature. We need a revolution that changes the way we design our cities and 
this revolution is being led by the south. Developing countries, whose cities are still 
being formed, are leading to a more sustainable future.   

This was the approach of the World Urban Forum, the largest conference convened by 
the United Nations Human Settlements Programme, held every two years in different 
cities around the world. This year the forum was held in Medellin from 5-11 April 
and its main theme was “Urban Equity in Development: Cities for Life.”  This is an 
essential subject for developing countries whose main struggle is to create more 
equitable societies, a critical element of sustainability. In Colombia, the inequity index 
is alarming. Although the country is seen as an emerging and prosperous economy in 
Latin America due to the sustained economic growth experienced over the past few 
years, it has also been listed by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
as one of the highest indices of inequity in the world. Achieving greater equity in 
urban centers will depend on a transition to low carbon development based on well-
developed urban transition, which will also lead to reduce emissions. As defined by the 
UNDP: they are cities designed to improve human well being and social equity, whilst 
significantly reducing environmental risks and ecological scarcities.

The importance of human settlements has also been the focus of the Earth Hour City 
Challenge, a WWF competition framed under the Earth Hour campaign, which aims 
to encourage city transformation. The City Challenge award is given to the city that 
demonstrates the greatest commitment in low carbon development and renewable 
energy use.  This year the results were surprising: 20 of the 34 finalists of the competition 
were cities from developing countries. The winner was Cape Town, South Africa, which 
was chosen by a jury of experts as the Earth Hour world capital. 

Four Colombian cities participated in this competition: Cali, Puerto Leguizamo, 
Medellín y Montería. The last two were in the group of finalists and won two 
different categories of the competition. A jury of experts elected Montería as 
Colombia’s Earth Hour capital and Medellín won the We Love Cities or People´s 
Choice award for being the most voted city in the world. Throughout the City 
Challenge both cities had a massive support form the citizens and from their local 
administrations. 

Monteria has a master climate change plan and has ambitious initiatives to reduce 
climate change such as a solar energy pilot project that aims to supply a network 
of public schools, government buildings and the private sector. These types of 
initiatives place Monteria at the forefront of climate policy. Furthermore, Montería 
is part of the Sustainable and Competitive Cities Programme of Findeter and 
Interamerican Development Bank.  

Medellin was recognized for its commitment to sustainable development and 
climate change mitigation and adaptation. Its integrated public transport system 
uses electric power and reduces greenhouse gas emissions. Moreover, initiatives 
such as the Antioquia, Medellin River Project, or Metropolitan Green Ring 
(Cinturón verde area protegida) demonstrate Medellin’s commitment towards its 
citizens’ welfare and the environment. In 2013, Medellin was selected by the Wall 
Street Journal as the most innovative city in the world. 

Our engagement with cities will be critical to promoting a low carbon development future. 
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The presidential candidates were invited to el Tercer encuentro por el agua, 
a conference organized by Isagen, Colombia’s electric power company, 
El Espectador, the oldest and one the most important Newspapers in 
the country, and WWF, that aimed to discuss the environmental agenda 
of the presidential candidates. Marta Lucia Ramirez, Conservative party 
candidate, Clara Lopez, Polo Democrático Alternativo’s candidate, Oscar 
Ivan Zuluaga, candidate for the Puro Centro Democrático and Claudia 
López, program director of Enrique Peñalosa, candidate for the Alianza 
Verde, attended the event.  Except form Juan Manuel Santos, current 
president running for re-election who did not attend the conference, all of 
the other candidates presented their proposals and their positions on crucial 
issues such as water management, conservation of strategic ecosystems and 
climate change. Ricardo Lozano, former director of Instituto de Hidrología, 
Meterología y Estudios Ambientales de Colombia (IDEAM), moderated the 
debate and encouraged the candidates to specify their responses, specially, 
when discussing controversial but fundamental environmental policies for 
a biodiverse country like Colombia. 

The environmental agenda 
of the Colombian candidates  
for the presidential elections 
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If you want to know the candidates environmental agenda 
please visit our webpage at: 

http://www.wwf.org.co/?219433/Cual-de-los-candidatos-
a-la-presidencia-tiene-las-mejores-propuestas-para-el-
medio--ambiente

If you want to read an analysis of the event made by El 
Espectador please visit:

http://www.elespectador.com/noticias/actualidad/
candidatos-al-agua-articulo-486053 
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Yaigojé-Apaporis National Natural Park is located in the Amazon Jungle in the Apaporis River basin 
and is one of the largest protected areas in Colombia. WWF supported the government in the park’s 
declaration process and in the previous consultation process with indigenous communities. Currently, 
the protected area its at risk due to the fact that Benigno Perilla, and local leader, presented a legal 
action against the National Park, claiming that the mandatory previous consultation process with 
the indigenous communities was not properly fulfilled. Yet, the case has been controversial since the 
plaintiff confessed that Cosigo Resources, the Canadian mining corporation, paid for his legal strategy. 
This mining company acquired a mining title within the protected area only two days after the park was 
declared. Cosigo Resources has pressured local communities in the region and has installed several legal 
actions with the aim of overturning the national park. This company has tried to jeopardize one of the 
most well-preserved and biodiverse areas of the Amazon  and Colombia.  For more information on the 
case, read Mary Lou Higgins opinion column in the national newspaper El Espectador: http://www.
elespectador.com/opinion/futuro-del-amazonas-manos-de-corte-columna-473712

WWF and other organizations have followed the process and have informed the public on the severe 
consequences of revoking the protected area. The future of the park will depend on the sentence of the 
Constitutional Court. The previous instances ruled against the plaintiff. This legal decision will have a 
major impact on future conservation policies in Colombia. If the court revokes the protected area it will 
open the door to mining in the Amazon and threaten the legal status of protected areas since it is stated 
in the constitution that natural parks are declared for perpetuity. 

Nuestros proyectos y metas

Since the Santos government announced that energy/mining, agribusiness (including livestock), infras-
tructure and housing would be the engines that will drive economic development in the country, WWF 
has been working with these sectors to mitigate and reduce the potential negative impacts on ecosys-
tems and biodiversity of this development. 

Increased mining activity in the Chocó department has threatened the ecoregion. Therefore, the Ministry of 
Environment and Sustainable Development in partnership with the UNDP, WWF and Instituto de Inves-
tigaciones Ambientales del Pacífico (IIAP) presented a project for the Global Environment Facility (GEF): 
“Biodiversity conservation in landscapes that have been impacted by mining activities in the Chocó Region.” 
This project has been approved and will begin its implementation phase soon. The project aims to protect 
Choco’s biodiversity from direct impacts of gold, silver and platinum mining and its incidental impacts such 
as population growth, development of agricultural projects, forestry, fisheries, among others. 

To achieve this, it aims to develop safeguards to protect biodiversity by strengthening the mining sector 
policy and regulatory framework. Additionally, strategic actions will be developed to prevent and mitigate 
potential environmental impacts caused by mining that are not considered under current legislation. The 
goal is to decrease the pressure and indirect threats of mining by strengthening protected areas management 
and regulating mining operations.

Mining: government engine
for economic development   
that threatens biodiversity 
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The Constitutional Court will 
determine the future of   
Yaigojé-Apaporis 
National Natural Park 
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WWF, one of the largest and most important conserva-
tion NGO´s in the world, and Bancolombia, the largest 
private bank in Colombia with a growing presence in La-
tin America (now present in 9 countries), signed a land-
mark agreement. Both organizations are committed to 
work together in different action fronts that will allow a 
faster transition towards a green economy. 

The agreement aims to work with strategic economic 
sectors that Bancolombia plans to invest in, to encou-
rage them to establish better environmental and social 
practices. This will be executed under the framework of 
the National Policy on Sustainable Production and Con-
sumption adopted by the Ministry of Environment and 
Sustainable Development (MADS). The priority sectors 
that have been identified for this project are: agricultu-
re, forestry and energy. Furthermore, Bancolombia will 
design greener financial products to leverage projects 
that encourage sustainable practices.  This will encourage 
seeking new financial opportunities in innovative mar-
kets such as renewable energy. On the other hand, the 
agreement will seek to improve eco-efficiency within the 
company. Bancolombia’s supply chain will be analyzed in 
order to calculate, mitigate and compensate potential en-
vironmental and social impacts along the chain.

All these projects will have a communication strategy that 
promotes environmental awareness and drive change in 
consumption patterns. Space for dialogue and debate 
would be created in order to discuss with the financial sec-
tor how to enhance and drive sustainability policies. This 
would be done under the Green Protocol Framework, an 
agreement signed by the government with the financial 
sector to promote sustainable development and conser-
vation. Bancolombia has been a leading institution in the 
implementation of the Protocol. WWF is also part of the 
agreement as a guest organization. 

Towards a green 
finance sector

© Erling Svensen / WWF-Canon

A shrimp fisheries closed season in the 
Colombian pacific from January 1 to Fe-
bruary 28. It has been in place since 1989. 
It aims to protect the shrimp during key 
stages of its life cycle: growth, reproduc-
tion and / or recruitment. 

In Colombia, shrimp is one of the most im-
portant fishery resources and a vital food 
source for thousands of families along the 
Pacific coast. However, this resource was 
severely exploited during the seventies 

and eighties and current shrimp catch volumes are scarce. Failure to take the necessary 
measures will threaten the livelihood of thousands of artisanal fishermen and their families 
and will risk resource sustainability.

The ban has been a successful policy to recover shrimp stocks. This year results were outs-
tanding. Until 2013, companies were allowed to buy Ecuadorian, Caribbean or farmed 
shrimp. Yet, this permission encouraged people to evade controls and mask pacific wild 
caught shrimp arguing that it came from another region. This year the Colombian fishery 
authority (AUNAP) completely banned shrimp sales in the departments of the Pacific coast, 
regardless of origin. This was a great achievement. 

Most supermarkets and high-level restaurants did not sell shrimp. At the beginning of the 
closed season, 165 establishments were inspected in Cali among which only 67 continued to 
sell shrimp. At the end of the ban, a new inspection was held and all of the establishments 
were complying with the measure. This proves that most of the stakeholders are committed 
to the cause.  

The closed season benefits all. Thanks to it, fishermen increase their income once the sea-
son opens and the ecosystem and the resource recover from the impacts of exploitation. It 
is proven that the ban is not the only measure that will guarantee the sustainability of the 
resource. Despite the positive results, it is necessary to engage all the actors involved in the 
production and supply chain to secure the livelihoods of local communities and the conser-
vation of the species. 

The closed season for  
shrimp fisheries:
a benefit for all
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Nuestros proyectos y metas

An international business roundtable for the responsible 
purchasing of timber was held on the 12- 13 March in 
Bogotá. It was organized by WWF and M&M magazine 
during the Wood and Furniture Fair. The roundtable was 
organized with the help of The Global Forest & Trade 
Network (GFTN). Twenty-two (22) companies from six 
different countries attended the event. 

This is the fourth roundtable that WWF organizes and 
supports in Colombia. The results have been increasing at 
an overwhelming rate. During the first event, US$160,000 
were negotiated. This time the sum grew to US$3.2 
million.  These business roundtables for the responsible 
purchasing of timber are key initiatives to encourage 
sustainable and legal timber production. The World Bank 
estimated that 42% of Colombia’s timber production is 
illegal. Yet other studies argue that around 80% of the 
national timber production is illegal. The next roundtable 
will be held in Panama in July 2014. 

The crowdfunding platform that is raising funds for three 
WWF projects in the Amazon will be open until April 26. 
With the slogan LightsOFF, AmazON, WWF Colombia 
is trying to mobilize people to invest in the largest air, 
water and life producer; the first and only factory that 
does not pollute and benefits everyone: The Amazon. 
The donations obtained through the crowdfunding 
platform will be used to: build infrastructure that allows 
indigenous communities to operate their small business 
of non-timber forest products such as fruits, seeds 
and oils; build up a natural corridor on the Putumayo 
River to help recover the ecosystem; acquire, maintain 
and operate five cameras that allow us to monitor 
emblematic animals of the Amazon. 

To donate visit: https://earthhourblue.crowdonomic.
com/project/1081-lightsoff-amazon

3.2 million dollars 
were negotiated at 
the international business 
 roundtable for the responsible 
purchasing of timber 
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Call to action  
for the Amazon 
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To donate visit: https://
earthhourblue.crowdonomic.
com/project/1081-lightsoff-
amazon
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Why we are here

panda.org

To t ś natural envioronment and
to builid a future in which humans live in  which humans live in harmony with nature.
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