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Seven institutions and three individuals were honored for their
conservation work by the Abraham Conservation Award from WWF
Nepal Program in Kathmandu on 17 June. The prestigious award
recognizes the outstanding contribution of dedicated conservationists
and grassroots institutions towards nature conservation and
sustainable development. Prior to the ceremony, a press meet was
organized for the awardees to interact with journalists to share their
experience on conservation activities.

Recipients of Abraham Conservation Award 2004:
Institutions
1. Satyalung Mother Group, Tapethok VDC, Kangchenjunga

Conservation Area
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2. Phortse Village, Khumjung VDC, Solokhumbu District
3. Royal Chitwan National Park and Purano Gorakh Gana, Royal

Nepal Army
4. Ganchhen Menkhang Service Center, Phoksundo, Dolpa
5. Youth in Anti-poaching Operation Awareness Campaign,

Nawalparasi
6. Gauri Mahila Community Forest User Group, Kothiaghat, Bardia

Individuals
7. Hari P Neupane, FECOFUN
8. Dawa Tshering Sherpa, Kangchenjunga Conservation Area
9. Punam Lama, Thonche, Manang

Contd. on page 4��
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A young female leopard (Panthera pardus) was spotted
by Thag Mahato, a local villager from Hardaspur in
Biruwaguthi VDC-9, on 30 May. He promptly alerted
the authorities from the Parsa Wildlife Reserve and with
the help of seven villagers and park authorities, she was
safely captured and handed over to the reserve.
In recognition of their conservation effort, the
Parsa Wildlife Reserve rewarded the eight villagers with
NRs 3,000.

Forest and Species �����������


A Central Support Unit (CSU) for the Western Terai
Landscape Building (WTLB) Program, jointly
implemented by MFSC/HMGN, SNV Nepal and
WWF Nepal Program, was established at the premises
of the Department of Forests (DoF) in Babarmahal.
At the inception meeting on 28 June, WWF NP
appointed Shubash Lohani as the Program Officer and
Shreedhar Adhikari as Finance and Administration
Officer to the WTLB.
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The Dumreni User Group will receive 77 Improved
Cooking Stoves (ICS) thanks to an agreement signed
with Shree Ramnagar User Committee and the TAL
program. A total of 10 trainees, two from the TAL
Program and eight from other organizations, will make
and fit the ICS. TAL will bear material and labor costs.
Fifty additional ICS are under construction in
Neulapur, Sadgharuwa, Tin Gharuwa, and Gonana.
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To familiarize and generate awareness in conservation
within the tourism industry, the Trekking Agents
Association of Nepal (TAAN) organized the 7th TAAN
Eco Trekking Workshop on 25 June in Kathmandu. 
Rudriksha Parajuli, Program Officer-Mountain,
participated in the 3-day workshop where some of the
highlighted subjects were national parks and
conservation initiatives in Nepal, flora and fauna in
Nepal, campsite management and nature tours
prospectus. Of the nearly 250 participants, a large
number were from WWF NP’s project sites.
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The Kangchenjunga Conservation Area Management
Council (KCAMC) was handed a formal Letter of
Intent (LoI) by His Majesty’s Government of Nepal
(HMGN) on 14 January this year in keeping with the
policy formulated in 2003 of passing on management
responsibility of certain protected areas to NGOs and
other agencies. The government agreed to allow the

SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOODS
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development of a comprehensive management plan
considering the legal capacity of the council. A draft
KCA Management Plan and Regulations was prepared
with a community-based management approach in
mind, which is being reviewed by WWF NP. The plan
should be ready for approval by mid-July.
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To understand the management practice and
conservation issues of the Sikkimese side of the
Kangchenjunga Landscape Complex, a team from
Kanchenjunga Conservation Area (KCA) and WWF
Nepal Program visited Sikkim from 5-15 June. Ang
Phuri Sherpa, Project Manager of the Kanchenjunga
Conservation Area (KCA), Mohan Dhakal, F&A
Officer, Jhamak Bahadur Karki, Project Coordinator
from WWF Nepal, Dawa Tshering Sherpa, KCA
Council Chairperson, and Bijaya Raj Thebe,
ex-Chairman of Taplejung DDC, visited the eastern
Indian state to explore transboundary cooperation in
conservation of mountain resources. Their stay included
a tour of the Kangchenjunga National Park, Singhalila
National Park and Neora valley. The Sikkimese forest
authority offered full cooperation on cross-boundary
issues, especially wildlife poaching, medicinal plants and
grazing. This visit paves the way for future coordination
and collaboration.

Thomas Chandy, Chief Conservationist of Forest, meets the
Nepali team in Sikkim.
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Climate Change
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The joint program development on climate change
between WWF NP and the Ministry of Population and
Environment (MoPE) was furthered at a meeting between
Sandeep Chamling Rai, Climate Change Officer, and
Purushottam Kunwar, Under Secretary of MoPE on 10
June. The latter is the focal ministry for climate change in
HMGN and has partially agreed that, in the first phase,
the program will focus on capacity building and
awareness raising on climate change issues. This will
include components like the United Nation framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the Kyoto
Protocol, Clean Development Mechanism (CDM), and
Mitigation and Adaptation issues.

Hot off the Press
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This far-seeing document contains
information on this ecoregion’s need for a
strategic plan, the process undertaken for its
preparation, the threats identified and
strategies to address them along with future
steps and expected outcomes. It should aid
in the dissemination of information about
the strategic plan to wider stakeholders. This
report is available in English and Nepali.
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To mark World Environment Day an ‘Eco Club Meet
2004’ was organized from 4-6 June by WWF Nepal

Program in partnership
with Clean Energy Nepal
(CEN), Environment
Camp for Conservation
Awareness (ECCA),
Kathmandu Metropolitan
City (KMC), World
Vision and Women
Environment Preservation
Committee (WEPCO).

Forty-two conservation club members from WWF NP
project areas in six districts took part in activities like
an Eco Yatra, poster and essay competitions on biodiversity
conservation and role of Eco Clubs and networking
between school environmental clubs. Sanjiv Rai (pic centre,
holding certificate), a student in Solukhumbu and an
Eco Club member, was felicitated for his courageous
effort in rescuing a red panda in Sagarmatha National Park
Buffer Zone.

����������	�
������������� ����!��"
This concise but detailed booklet on the Terai Arc

Landscape - Nepal, has valuable information on
the area, and includes maps and activities of the

Terai Arc Landscape Program.
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Targeted at young readers, the Environmental

Activity Book for Eco Clubs focuses on biodiversity
conservation in Nepal’s protected areas. It deals
with activities on environment and biodiversity
conservation, health and sanitation, waste
management and population studies for practical
knowledge.
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The booklet comprises information on

Eco Clubs and its activities formed under
WWF NP. It also shares a few wonderful

success stories.
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Designed as an introduction to the seven
institutions and three individuals who were honored
with Abraham Conservation Awards this year, this
booklet, with both English and Nepali text, is an
important record of outstanding contributions to
conservation in Nepal.
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The expression on Bhadai Tharu’s face reflected
determination and dedication as he stood up in a wave of
applause to receive an Abraham Conservation Award on
17 June. He represented Gauri Mahila Community Forest
User Group, one of seven institutions and three committed
grassroots conservationists, honored by WWF Nepal
Program (WWF NP) for outstanding contributions to
biodiversity conservation in Nepal.

Bhadai, 46, lives in the hamlet of Kothiaghat, adjacent
to the Khata Corridor in the western Nepal district of Bardia.
This father of three has only a small piece of land that does
not produce enough to support his family. So, like many
others, Bhadai relies on the forest for firewood and grass to
supplement his livelihood.

It would seem that his life is not very different from
those who live in the fringe areas of national parks except
that Bhadai survived a tiger attack, lived to tell the tale
and still champions the cause of conservation.

On the morning of 6 January this year, he was part
of a group that went to cut grass inside the forest when
a tiger sprang on him. The quick-thinking villagers raised
a din and frightened the animal away. A badly mauled
Bhadai was rushed to hospital. Although the doctors
managed to save his life, he lost an eye.

Despite the trauma, Bhadai is still committed to
leading the management of the Gauri Mahila
Community Forest User Group as its chairman. He is
remarkably composed about his encounter with the
carnivore, “Animals are animals so we humans have to
give them space and learn to coexist. We all depend
on the forests so we must conserve and protect it.”

Despite the additional work he does to make ends
meet, Bhadai is devoted to the community forest. He
believes that by conserving the forest, local
communities can reap other benefits. He is eager to
learn more about an eco-tourism project in a
community forest adjoining Royal Chitwan National
Park in central Nepal. “We are thankful to the WWF
initiated Terai Arc Landscape Program for the changes
in our area brought about through community
development activities and the introduction of biogas
and improved stoves,” he says.

Under Bhadai’s able leadership, the community
forest user group has contributed significantly to the
natural regeneration of forests in the area. Besides
mobilizing local women in forest conservation and
creating income-generating activities along with capacity
building, the Gauri Mahila Community Forest User
Group works with other stakeholders to manage the
Khata Corridor, which is a vital link in the Terai Arc
Landscape between Nepal’s Royal Bardia National Park
and India’s Katarniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary.

Basant Subba
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Contd. from page 1�� The recipients of the 10th Abraham
Conservation Award include individuals dedicated
to nature conservation, highly motivated and
focused Mother Groups, visionary local leaders, and
energetic youth. The awardees also include national
park authorities, a battalion of the Royal Nepali
Army, a community forest group and grassroots
institutions.  A Certificate of Appreciation and cash
prize was given to each recipient. Institutions
received a cash prize of NRs 50,000 while
individuals receive NRs 25,000 each.

The Abraham Conservation Award was set up in 1995
with generous support from WWF-US Board Member
Nancy Abraham to recognize dedicated field
conservationists, promote motivation at the grassroots
level, and increase public awareness of the importance
of wildlife conservation. In the past decade, 76 Awards
were given to 51 individuals and 25 institutions. Several
groups such as various Mother’s Groups have been
honored for their collective contribution to conservation.
The cash prizes awarded to the recipients amounts to a
total of NRs 1.8 million.
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Bhadai Tharu, winner of an Abraham Conservation Award,
survived a tiger attack but remains dedicated to conservation.


