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Very good morning,

First of all, once again, I would like to welcome all of you for attending Live Reef 

Food Fish Trade in Bali, Indonesia. I am really pleased to join you today for this 

important meeting regarding the trade of live reef fish for food. I must therefore 

thank APEC  Secretariat,  WWF and other institutions jointly with our  Ministry of 

Marine Affairs and Fisheries for organizing this crucial meeting which is aimed at 

improving the market and trade of the live reef fish in APEC regions. This forum 

will  enable  us  to  share  our  valuable  inputs,  experiences  as  well  as  future 

aspiration to improve the sustainable trade of live reef fish.

As you may already aware the trade of live reef  fish constitutes a significant 

amount of economic and social values for both fishers and traders. Nevertheless, 



some believe  the trade of live  reef  fish remains an elusive industry.  There is 

concern with regard to the sustainability of the fisheries both at business side and 

ecosystem sides. Scientists estimate that catch of live reef fish has exceeded its 

sustainable level. This call for our serious attention if we want to keep the fishery 

alive. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Fishing for live reef fish, unlike any other fishing is very much dependent upon 

the healthiness of our coral ecosystem. Good ecosystem would be translated in to 

more availability of reef fish and vice versa. Therefore, it is not surprising that live 

reef fishery has been subjected to fluctuation in production and trade. The last 

two decades  when the Indonesia  coral  ecosystem was in  good condition,  the 

Indonesia live reef fishery played a pivotal role as one of the leading reef supplier 

in the International markets.  Nowadays, the situation is as not good as two and 

three decades ago. Our coral ecosystems are very much disturbed leading to less 

fish available. As reefs were depleted so did the reef fish caught.  With demand 

for reef fish remain high, fishers tend to move to other fishing grounds leading to 

what so-called “boom and bust” operation of the life reef fish.  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

We all now aware of the fact that the boom and bust of live reef fishing practice 

would  result  in  unsustainable  fishing  practice  including  the  use  of  bomb and 

cyanide to meet the lucrative demand of overseas markets. In addition, live reef 

fish  players  would  sometimes  engage  in  IUU  fishing  such  as  using  illegal 

documents, entering nation’s fishing areas illegally and other IUU practices. Such 

activities  would  undoubtedly  lead  to  worsening  both  environmentally  and 

economically of live reef fish business. Therefore, combating IUU practices should 

also be our agenda to manage these precious resources. We must also admit that 

monitoring of trade of live reef fish is rather weak compared with other fishery. 



Such a weak monitoring making it even more challenging to manage the fishery 

and combating IUU fishing of this fishery.

Ladies and gentlemen, 

We all witnessed the shift in market trend of the live reef fish during the last 

decades. Data from various sources indicates that there was contraction in the 

trade of live reef fish and the shift on species being traded. Various report also 

indicate that this shift is a result of various causes such as change in mode of 

transportation,  change  in  demand,  health  concern,  conflict  over  access  to 

resources as well other factors. Given these trade shifts, all countries engage in 

live reef fish should take measures to anticipate such changes in order to provide 

markets with products but at the same times maintaining our ecosystems which 

provide the reef fish resources. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Business and ecosystem should go hand in hand in our live reef fish business. 

Sustainable fishing practices especially with regard to live reef fish business and 

protecting  marine  environment  is  precisely  the  issue  which  bring  us  together 

today. The ocean and the fishery resources are regarded as source of wealth for 

man and protecting them is one of key elements of managing fisheries business 

especially for the live reef fish. Given the complexity of the live reef fish business, 

this is one the challenges in managing the fishery.

Besides destroyed environment, the management of live reef fishery also faces 

many challenges. We are now not only facing the big problem of overfishing, but 

also climate change. The gap between supply and demand has put more pressure 

on the resource leading to severe overfishing. While clime variability has also put 

added  pressure  on  ecosystem and  production  sides  of  the  fishery.  Therefore 

ladies and gentlemen, there is huge challenge in our fisheries policy, especially 



the live reef fish policy to overcome such overfishing and other related problems. 

In this context ladies and gentlemen, it is important to reform the way we fish 

and the way we consume the fish. The right market policy, perhaps, can be used 

to bridge those two things. We must look at a new market policy as an integral 

part of comprehensive live reef fish management strategies. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

I  would  like  to  emphize  on  the  importance  of  bilateral  and  multilateral 

collaboration in promoting LRFFT. Today’s fishery management, especially with 

regard to live reef fish which its trade involves many nations, cannot be handled 

by sole country alone. The old fashioned way of managing such a complex fishery 

will not sufficient to bring the fishery in a sustainable way. Fish stock constitutes a 

shared resource for which we all share a collective responsibility. In this context 

ladies and gentlemen, it is important to strengthen our bilateral and multilateral 

collaboration  in  promoting  sustainable  live  reef  fish  trade.  We must  convince 

ourselves that we should better all  make an effort  to collaborate to save the 

business as well as the sustainability of the fish resources by collaborating.

The  collaboration poses  a  key  important  element  to  promoting  sustainable 

resource  and  trade  in  APEC  Region.  Considering  the  common  concern  for 

sustainability of resources and trade of LRFFT, APEC-driven collaboration, in turn, 

will  promote  sustainable  green growth  and  concretely  address  issues of  food 

security in APEC Region. I  do hope that the outcome of the workshop will build 

seamless  regional  collaborations  by  achieving  outcome  in  specific  and  focus 

action.  By  achieving  such  outcome,  it  will  support  the  objective  of  Fisheries 

Working as mandated amongst others are to support and promote sustainable 

practices  along  sea  food  chain  as  well  as  help  ensure  sustainability  and  an 

economically viable industry.

Thank you for your attention.


