SUMMARY OF THE PROJECT (ENGLISH VERSION)

Wild river landscape of the Tyrolean Lech

1. General

The 4,138 hectares of the Natura 2000-region of the Tyrolean Lech valley (political district Reutte, county Tyrol, Austria) form the geographical frame for the following LIFE-nature conservation project.

The Lech river has influenced the phenotype of the Tyrolean Lech valley right up to the present time. Wide areas of alluvial forest with softwood water meadows (Salici-Myricarietum, Salicion eleagno-daphnoidis), alder and ash water meadows (Alnenion glutinoso-incanae) and dry pine water meadows (Dorycnio-Pinetum) edge the wild river. Large, dynamically changing branches of water are still possible in the parts where the river bed is very wide. The montane and sub-alpine regions on the sides of the chalk alpine Lech valley are partly very steep and inaccessible and are well timbered with natural woods (Tilio-Acerion, Aceri-Fagenion etc.). But also there where the landscape has been farmed for centuries, remarkable habitats have developed (Trisetion, Festuco-Brometea, Molinion etc.).

2. Dangers

 Flood disasters and increasing pressure to use the valley locations (only about 7% of the district is productive!) resulted in river control measures which partly restricted the drainage area of the water. The building of debris retention dams and the increasing removal of deposits led in some areas to the changing of the natural character of the running water, to a deeping of the river bed and the sinking of the ground-water level. Since then the insidious loss of water in the water meadows and water meadow woods has affected many species of the “Habitats Directive” which are finding fewer and fewer reproduction areas in the surrounding countryside of the river.

 Insufficient control of visitors in the face of growing tourism in the wild river countryside endangers sensitive habitats and also typical flora-elements.

 The exhaustion of extensive valuable farming areas and the socio-economic justified scepticism of some sections of the population and interest groups against the Natura 2000-area show the need for further action.

3. Goals

 Preservation and the winning back of the natural dynamically characteristic river habitat (habitats of appendix I, Habitats Directive: 91EO (priority), 3220, 3230, 3240)

 Stopping the deeping of the river bed and sinking of the ground-water level including the improvement of the situation of the side-waters (species of appendix II: Triturus cristatus and Coenagrion hylas freyi)

 Control of visitors in view of the species that are especially sensitive to disturbance (little ringed plover Charadrius dubius, common sand piper Acititis hypoleucos etc.) or which are endangered through removal (Cypripedium calceolus etc.).

 Maintenance of farming use of habitats of appendix I: 6210 (priority), 6520 etc.

 Shaping of the environmental awareness of the population

4. Measures

A central matter of concern is the winning back of natural river habitats in the areas where hydraulic engineering and socio-economical basic conditions allow it (example the expansion of the river Vils). The gradual opening of debris retention dams at 2 feeders will contribute to the raising of the river bed. Parallel to this, 10 chosen side waters of the Lech will be revitalized. To support this, specific species protection and resettlement projects are planned which take into account species of the Habitate Directive (Triturus cristatus, Coenagrion hylas freyi) but also other important species which are eminent throughout Austria such as Hyla arborea and Bufo calamita. A predominantly positive attitude towards the Natura 2000 protection area should be reached through different kinds of measures: extensive information and building up of people’s environmental awareness (central information office, school projects etc.), measures towards finding a solution to the conflicts of interests (control of visitors concept, river care scheme for the Lech), measures with a positive effect on tourism and farming (observation platforms, teaching paths, advisor for the protection of environmental agreements). 

It is planned to begin the project on 01/04/2001. Due to the complex and varied programme of measures, the whole period will realistically amount to 5 years.

