
Guidance Note on the Common Framework for 
Assessing Legality of Forestry Operations, Timber 
Processing and Trade and National Legality Frameworks

WWF/GFTN-TRAFFIC



Summary
The US Lacey Act, the European Union Timber Regulation 
(EUTR) and the Australian Illegal Logging Prohibition 
Act all represent major milestones in international 

and comply with these requirements.

Acting as a support to these policy developments is The 

developed by WWF/GFTN and TRAFFIC to enable 

Voluntary Partnership Agreements, the Lacey Act and the Australian Illegal Logging 
Prohibition Act by promoting equitable and just solutions to the illegal logging 

these processes.

How do the Frameworks support and create synergies with similar efforts?

trade-related laws and/or develop robust legality assurance systems, GFTN-TRAFFIC 
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What is covered?

supported by one or more criteria. When 

by nationally appropriate indicators and 

society, industry and government.

GFTN-TRAFFIC use the Frameworks in order to: 
•

•
help them understand and adhere to international and national timber legality 

•
management and trade 

•
harvest and trade

•
source countries 

•
Logging Prohibition Act, among others

For Additional Information: 

Angel  Llavero  

GFTN Responsible Purchasing Coordinator 
allavero@wwf.panda.org   +34 600 259 156

Chen  Hin  Keong

TRAFFIC Timber Trade Programme Leader
 +60 3 78803940
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Are GFTN-TRAFFIC’s 
Frameworks replacing or 
duplicating existing legal 
definitions/systems/
standards related to 
forestry? 

What is the value of the Frameworks in relation to the 
development of legality definitions and timber legality 
assurance systems under VPA processes in general? 

What is the role of the Frameworks in relation to credible 
certification as a 3rd party market tool to verify legal and 
responsible forestry and trade? 

How can the Frameworks be used to address challenges created 
by inadequate regulations? 
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