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Managing Director, WWF Eastern Himalayas 

Born in 1955 in the Sherpa village of Khunde, in the Everest region of Nepal, Mingma was one of the first students to graduate from the Hillary Khumjung School - the first of many schools developed for Sherpa children with the assistance of Sir Edmund Hillary, famed conqueror of Mt. Everest. With further support from the Hillary Foundation, Mingma went on to receive a diploma in Parks and Recreation from Lincoln College, University of Canterbury in New Zealand in 1980 and a Masters degree in Natural Resources Management from the University of Manitoba in 1985. 

Between his studies abroad, Mingma returned to Nepal and worked as a park warden for Sagarmatha National Park, home to Mount Everest. He was the first Sherpa to have served as Warden of Sagarmatha after Sir Edmund Hillary helped establish the park in 1976. 

When he returned again to Nepal in 1985, Mingma became very involved in the Annapurna Conservation Area Project (ACAP), initially as a principle investigator for the feasibility study of the Annapurna area, and later as the director of the project itself. Mingma held this position for three years prior to joining WWF as the director of the Himalayan program for WWF's Nepal, Bhutan and Himalayan Program. In this capacity, Mingma was responsible for the development and oversight for a variety of projects, including ACAP, as well as the management of Shey Phoksundo National Park in Nepal and Royal Manas National Park in Bhutan. 

Next, Mingma went on to become the country representative of WWF's Bhutan and Nepal Program for the six years prior to his move to the United States in 1998. In this role, he handled the program development, supervision, and coordination of all WWF program interests in Nepal and Bhutan. 

Among his many achievements, Mingma was a Fulbright Scholar in 1987 at the School of Natural Resources, University of Michigan, to develop a strategy for environmental education in the ACAP. Additionally, he was a recipient of the Gorkha Dhaksin Bhahu medal from His Majesty the King of Nepal for his conservation work in Nepal. Mingma has also been awarded the Order of the Golden Ark Award from His Royal Highness Prince Bernard of the Netherlands for his conservation achievement in the Himalayas.

Key to Mingma's ability to achieve remarkable results was his consistent return to the values and philosophies of Sir Edmund Hillary. He adopted and applied Hillary's approach in Bhutan, and focused his work on extending this method of thinking throughout the Eastern Himalayas. Sir Hillary and Mingma shared the same belief that without the support of the local people, we cannot protect the natural heritage of his homeland.

Mingma Norbu Sherpa Memorial Scholarship
To honor the late Mingma Norbu Sherpa’s life-long commitment to help Nepal’s rural poor to improve their livelihoods while living in harmony with nature, WWF has established a memorial scholarship fund that will provide financial assistance to students from remote regions of Nepal who intend to pursue careers in nature conservation. Recognizing the tremendous loss of leadership with Mingma’s untimely and tragic death, through this fund WWF will help build a new generation of conservation leaders to take on the many challenges facing Nepal in preserving its rich natural heritage.

To encourage bright and promising students from Nepal’s rural mountain areas to pursue careers in nature conservation, each year WWF will award a Mingma Norbu Sherpa Memorial Scholarship to a student who has completed 12 years of compulsory education and would like to pursue Bachelor’s Degree in the field of environment and biodiversity conservation in Nepal
Benefits

Each scholarship recipient will receive up to Nepali Rupees 569,400.00 over a period of 4 years to cover tuition, field equipment and field tour fees, living expenses, books, and supplies while pursuing the bachelor’s degree. Scholars will also have the opportunity to interact with WWF staff on conservation projects in Nepal.
Eligibility 

Students with Nepali citizenship who have completed their intermediate with science are eligible to apply.

Selection

Mingma Norbu Sherpa Memorial Scholars are selected through a competitive, merit-based process. A selection committee is convened to review applications, interview candidates, and select a pool of finalists. Finalists are chosen based on the following criteria:

Criteria 

· Only applicants who have completed +2/intermediate with science will be considered for this scholarship.

· Priority will be given to applicants from remote area districts (SLC certificate must be from a remote area district).

· Preference will be given to applicants from protected areas of Sagarmatha, Kangchenjunga, Langtang, Manaslu, Makalu Barun, Gaurishankar, Annapurna (Manang and Mustang districts), Rara, Dolpo and Api Nampa.
· Applicants will be judged on their academic achievement (SLC & TCL/10+2 or equivalent results) and motivation and commitment to conservation in Nepal and performance during the personal interview.
Note: Proof of certification on ethnic/indigenous/minority/Dalit status from concerned authority is required at the time of application.

The applicant who fulfills all of the above criteria and is considered the most qualified and deserving student by the selection committee will win the Mingma Norbu Sherpa Memorial Scholarship.

Application Instructions
Please be sure to follow all steps below when applying for a Mingma Norbu Sherpa Memorial Scholarship. 

· Complete all pages of the application form.

· Type or write your name at the top right corner of each page of the application form.

· Sign the "Applicant Agreement" page (Section V of the application).

· Email or send the application along with two letters of recommendation, your academic transcripts, and examination scores to the address below by deadline specified below.
A complete application consists of several documents. Be sure to include all of the following with your application to ensure you will be considered for a scholarship.
1. A completed and signed application form

2. Two letters of recommendation from teachers, community leaders, etc. Recommendations from relatives will not be accepted.
3. A copy of your most recent academic transcripts

4. A copy of your exit/entrance examination scores

The application deadline for Mingma Norbu Sherpa Memorial Scholarship is

28th January 2017
Please send your application to:

Mingma  Norbu Sherpa Memorial Scholarship
WWF Nepal Program
Baluwatar, Post Box 7660

Kathmandu, Nepal
OR

memorialscholarships@wwfnepal.org
 

Mingma Norbu Sherpa Memorial Scholarship 
2016/17 APPLICATION FORM

Please TYPE or PRINT in blue or black ink.
I. Personal Information

1. Your name as it appears in official documents:       
2. Last Name:                                                           3. Middle Name:      
4. First Name:        
5. Date of birth (month/day/year):
6. Nationality:      

                           7. Citizenship No:                           
8. Contact information where you would like to receive correspondence regarding your application:

Temporary Address (if any):       
Permanent Address:       
Contact Number

Residence:

Mobile No:        
Email address:       
9. Native language(s):       
10. Parents’ current occupations:

Father:
     


Mother:       
II. Academic Program

11.
I intend to or I am pursuing a Bachelor's degree at the …………………………… 
 
 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

12. What is your current status?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I have already begun attending classes. If you are already enrolled and attending classes before 2016, you are not eligible for a Mingma Norbu Sherpa Memorial Scholarship.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I have been accepted for admission. If you have been accepted, please include a copy of your acceptance letter with your application.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I have applied and I am waiting for admissions decision. Please submit a copy of the signed page of your university application, if available.

When do you expect an admissions decision (day/month/year)?      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I have not yet applied to the university.

III. Education and Activities
13. Name and location of your high school: 


14.
List any awards you have received.
15. List any volunteer or extra-curricular activities in which you have participated in the past four years.
16. If you are currently employed, please give your place of employment and your job title. Describe your job responsibilities.
IV. Essays

17.
Briefly describe your academic and career goals. How will your studies contribute to your professional goals?

18. How did you become interested in nature conservation? Why is it important to you?
19.
Choose an environmental problem facing Nepal today and why you believe it is important. What can be done to solve this problem?
V. Applicant Agreement

Please sign and submit this page with your application
Personal Service Agreement

Upon completion of the Bachelor’s Degree, WWF requires all award recipients to work for two years in their home countries to advance conservation efforts. This service obligation must be fulfilled upon completion of your academic degree. Two years of service in volunteer, full-time, or part-time employment in home country qualify for fulfillment of this personal service agreement.  

I understand that if I am awarded and accept a scholarship from WWF, I will incur a two-year service requirement as stated above.

__________________


__ __________________

Signature 






Date

Applicant Acceptance Agreement

If awarded the Mingma Norbu Sherpa Memorial Scholarship, I agree to keep WWF informed of my contact information and academic progress, and to prepare the required reports after the award period, as may be requested.  I understand that if I fail to maintain satisfactory academic progress or if my conduct is considered prejudicial to the best interests of WWF, my award may be withdrawn and payments terminated.  I agree, upon acceptance of the Mingma Norbu Sherpa Memorial Scholarship, to allow my name to be published in association with this program and any related sponsors.

I affirm that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, all of my statements made in this application and to WWF staff are true and made in good faith.

__________________


____ __________________

Signature 






Date
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