
Myanmar is one of the most biologically diverse and ecologically productive 
nations on Earth. Its rich natural assets underpin the government’s vision of 
an economically secure and environmentally sustainable future. But achieving 
this vision will not be easy. Myanmar’s natural wealth is facing unprecedented 
pressures, and with economic sanctions ending and large-scale investment 
mobilizing, many looming development decisions will fundamentally shape the 
country’s economic and environmental future.

In his inaugural address, President U Thein Sein mapped the new government’s 
vision for developing Myanmar’s green economy, stating that “…we will pay 
serious attention to conservation of forests and woodlands and take measures in 
various sectors to reduce air and water pollution, control dumping of industrial 
waste and conserve wildlife. We will lay down a new policy in which we will 
work for economic development in parallel with environmental conservation. We 
will mobilize participation of the people and social organizations in the tasks for 
environmental conservation and create renewable energy at low cost.”

Living resources vital to human wellbeing – forests, fisheries, freshwater systems, 
fertile soils, coastal and marine ecosystems – the country’s natural capital, are the 
foundation of Myanmar’s long-term sustainable economic development. Myanmar 
has witnessed its neighbours over-exploit their natural capital, creating precariously 
fragmented ecosystems unable to support sustainable economic growth over the 
medium and long term. The government and civil society organizations of Myanmar 
are now seeking partnerships and state-of-the-art guidance on how to best manage 
their natural capital, preserving the country’s globally important biodiversity for the 
near and long-term health and prosperity of the women and men of this vast and 
diverse nation.
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WWF’s aim is to support Myanmar’s development ambitions with a focus on 
spatial planning and biodiversity conservation in parallel with ecosystem services 
protection and sustainable livelihoods. Biodiversity underpins the functioning of 
ecosystems that provide a wide range of services to people. The provision of food, 
fibre, medicines and freshwater, pollination of crops, filtration of pollutants, and 
protection from natural disasters are among those ecosystem services potentially 
threatened by declines and changes in biodiversity. In order for Myanmar to  
realize a stable and sustainable economy that contributes to poverty alleviation,  
the economic value of the country’s biodiversity, and the benefits it provides,  
must be accounted for and integrated in development planning processes and 
decision making.

Pursuing a green economy approach 

With an estimated population close to 60 million, the government has pledged to 
tackle chronic poverty in the long-isolated nation, setting a target to reduce the 
overall poverty rate to 16 percent by 2015. Achieving this goal, and sustaining it 
over the long term, will depend on an engaged civil society, the private sector and 
key government actors understanding the economic and social benefits derived 
from sustainably developing Myanmar’s natural endowments. But with major 
investments from the private sector, multilateral banks and donor nations pouring 
in, the country is facing tremendous pressure to pursue development models that 
will quickly utilize its vast natural resources, in many cases without adequate 
planning or social and environmental safeguards in place.

Myanmar is undergoing an unexpectedly rapid transformation in its politics, 
economics, and civil society. An empowered parliament and cabinet have been 
drafting, debating, and passing laws with great speed and eagerness, including,  
in just the last few months, new laws to privatize land, incentivize foreign 
investment, and safeguard the environment. These laws are promising, but are  
not adequate on their own. They will require strengthened institutions and 
capacities for proper implementation. The landmark decision in 2011 to suspend 
the Chinese-backed multi-billion dollar construction of the Myitsone Dam on the 
Irrawaddy River reflects the government’s resolve to sustainably manage its own 
natural resource base. Now is the time to partner with Myanmar to help build the 
capacity it needs to fund and fuel a green economy approach that is equitable, 
inclusive, and sustainable.

EXPANDING WWF-GREATER MEKONG TO MYANMAR
WWF-Greater Mekong has built an extraordinary network of partners – local 
communities, the private sector, and governments – all working together to find 
solutions to conserve the region’s biodiversity and build a secure and sustainable 
future for its people, ecosystems and wildlife. WWF-Greater Mekong consists of 
a regional team and country offices in Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand and 
Vietnam. Its newest office will be in Myanmar.

From the snow-capped 
Himalayas and alpine habitats 
in the north to coral reefs and 
moist forests in the south, 
Myanmar – the largest country 
in mainland Southeast Asia 
– hosts an extraordinary 
level of biodiversity. The 
country is home to at least 250 
mammal species, of which 39 
are globally threatened, and 
more than 1,000 bird species, 
of which 45 are globally 
threatened. Furthermore, 
several globally iconic species, 
such as the Indochinese tiger, 
Asian elephant, Irrawaddy 
dolphin and four species 
of marine turtle are found 
in Myanmar. The country 
also contains all, or part 
of, seven WWF Global 200 
ecoregions – priority places 
where effective conservation 
will help conserve the planet’s 
most outstanding and 
representative habitats  
for biodiversity.
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WWF-GREATER MEKONG CONSERVATION STRATEGIES 2011-2015
Support government, civil society and the private sector in their efforts to:

1. Secure landscape integrity and climate change resilience through integrated 
conservation-economic development planning and implementation.

2. Ensure sustainable hydropower development and effective hydrological 
resource management to maintain ecosystem integrity of the Mekong River, 
priority tributaries, and other rivers in priority landscapes.

3. Strengthen law enforcement and protected area management to secure priority 
species and landscapes.

4. Secure sufficient sustainable and leveraged financing for conservation.

WWF believes a transition to green economies will reduce humanity’s footprint 
on our global endowment of biodiversity. To address this, WWF-Greater Mekong 
established a Green Economy Initiative in 2013 to explore how to strengthen 
incentives for maintenance, enrichment and restoration of natural capital in the 
Greater Mekong, and spur a transformation in the way natural resources are 
managed across the region.

WWF-MYANMAR CONSERVATION STRATEGIES
Support government, civil society and the private sector in their efforts to:
1. Assisting in integrating green economy principles  into policy development and 

reform, to secure natural capital and ecosystem services, and contributing to 
economic growth and development.

2. Providing support to promoting and implementing green investments and 
sustainable production, and integrate social and environmental safeguards 
and responsible business models in investment and finance flows.

3. Assisting in establishing integrated spatial planning and management 
initiatives that promote sustainable water infrastructure and integrated river 
basin management, and enable spatially explicit sustainable development 
plans in the Taninthayi landscape and at national levels, and improve 
protected area network management and law enforcement.

5. Build capacity and awareness in government, civil society and private sector 
to participate in decision making  for the sustainable management of natural 
resources at national and sub-national levels.

The Greater Mekong spans 
Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, 
Thailand, Vietnam and Yunnan 
province and Guangxi Zhuang 
Autonomous Region in  
southern China.

Underpinning WWF’s five strategies, our climate change approach
focuses  on mitigation, helping reduce Myanmar’s vulnerability to climate
change, and mainstreaming adaptation in our conservation strategies. We
will also establish baselines for biodiversity, ecological integrity and
livelihood indicators and build collaborative knowledge management and
monitoring that ensure easy access for stakeholders and the public to
high-quality biological and natural resources data systems.

4. Supporting efforts to address and disrupt global wildlife trade through 
Myanmar, enable recovery of tigers in Myanmar, and tackle other key wildlife 
trade issues by improving wildlife crime law enforcement and promoting new 
wildlife legislation.
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Why we are here

panda.org

To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.
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290,000
WWF aims to conserve 
8 priority areas covering 
290,000km2

60 MILLION
The Lower Mekong River 
provides food and livelihoods 
for 60 million people 

1,700+
Since 1997, an incredible 
1,710 new species were 
newly described by science 
in the Greater Mekong

850+
The Mekong has at least 850 
species of freshwater fish

WWF-Greater Mekong  
in numbers
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WWF-Myanmar
#68 D1, Inya Road, Yangon, Myanmar

Office phone: +95-153 4907

panda.org/greatermekong/myanmar


