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Improving Forest 
Management in Europe 
and Around the World 

FSC The Only Consumer Choice 

End of February the NGO FERN has 
released a new report, Footprints in the 

Forest, which examined 8 certification 

schemes: Canadian Standard’s Association 

(CSA), Forest Stewardship Council (FSC), 

Programme for the Endorsement of Forest 

Certification (PEFC), Sustainable Forestry 

Initiative (SFI), Australian Forestry 

Standard (AFS), Sistema Brazileiro de 

Certificação Florestal (CERFLOR), 

Certificación Forestal (Certfor) and the 

Malaysian Timber Certification Council 

(MTCC). The report concludes that only 
certification by the Forest Stewardship 
Council (FSC) gives consumers clear 
assurances and is meaningful and 
trustworthy.  WWF calls upon companies 
and forest stakeholders to continue serious 
engagement for credible forest certification. 
Greenwashing and misuse of forest 
certification could destroy one of the most 
effective tools for forest conservation in the 
world. “The FERN report is a timely 
reminder and assessment of the state of 
certification schemes which, according to 
WWF, takes a rather balanced view on 
schemes, including criticism where it is due”, 
said Duncan Pollard, Head of the WWF 
European Forest Programme. 

The report is available on  
http://www.fern.org/pubs/reports/footprints.pdf 

European Parliament Allows to 
Legislate Against Illegal Logging 

New laws to fight the global trade with 
illegal timber could be tabled by the EU this 
summer, following a positive vote to tighten 
up rules against illegal logging in the 
Industry, Trade, Research and Energy 

Committee (ITRE) of the European 
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Parliament late January. An action plan 
against illegal logging was issued by the 
Commission in May 2003 and endorsed by 
the Council of Ministers in October 2003. 
The support by parliamentarians now opens 
the doors for concrete legislation on this 
issue  in June 2004.  

Sources: EUpolitix.com, 20 January 2004, WWF European 
Policy Office February 2004 

50 % Illegal Logging in Estonia 

A new publication by the NGOs Estonian 

Green Movement and Taiga Rescue Network, 
called Illegal Forestry and Estonian Timber 

Exports, highlights the dramatic situation of 
illegal logging in Estonia. About 50% of the 
timber produced in Estonia is estimated to 
originate from illegal activities. On private 
land the situation appears even worse. 
According to the two organisations, almost 
three quarters of the timber volume harvest 
from private forests in Estonia is likely 
illegal. The publication states that Estonia 
loses around 20 million Euro through forest 
fraud every year and that “Bad laws, weak 
law enforcement, corruption and developing 
market economy are all catalysts for the 
exploitation of natural resources for quick 
profit.” The total annual cut in Estonia has 
grown by more than five times during the 
past decade, from 2.4 million m3 in 1993 to 
more than 11 million in 2003, half of this 
being cut illegally. The largest importers of 
Estonian timber in 2002 were Sweden, 
Finland, Norway, the UK and Germany.  

Source: Estonian Green Movement; Taiga Rescue Network 
March 16 2004 View it online at: 
http://www.taigarescue.org/index.php?sub=2&cat=41  

Good Wood: The New Online Guide 
for Buying Timber 

WWF has launched a comprehensive online 
guide on responsible buying of wood 
products. The Good Wood webpages on 
www.panda.org/forests/goodwood show how 
consumers, traders, retailers, architects, 
forest managers, governments, and financial 
institutions can help stop bad practices like 
illegal logging and related trade.  
The guide offers practical information on 
choices and options for buying Good Wood. 

Source: WWF Press Release February 27 2004 

Misleading Claims on Russian Timber 
Uncovered by Greenpeace 

In Germany, within a month, two cases of 
misleading environmental claims on Russian 
timber were uncovered by Greenpeace.  
 
In March, Greenpeace found timber from 
pristine Russian forests labelled with the 
PEFC logo. There are currently no forests 
certified according to PEFC in Russia. PEFC 
has repeatedly been criticised by NGOs over 
the last years for incorrect environmental 
claims.  
 
In February, a case of Russian timber 
labelled as being grown in Germany and 
coming from sustainable forestry was 
detected by Greenpeace.  

German DIY markets reacted rapidly to 
Greenpeace´s revelations and started to take 
timber with false environmental claims out 
of their product range. “Consumers who do 
not want to contribute to the destruction of 
valuable forests can rely only on FSC as 
credible certification system”, said Martin 
Kaiser, forest expert of Greenpeace. 

Sources: Press releases Greenpeace Germany March 11 
and 15  2004 
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Russian Forest Code Disastrous for 
the Environment 

WWF warns that an adoption of the current 
draft Forest Code in Russia may facilitate 
illegal logging as well as destruction of 
forests. WWF-Russia calls upon the 
Government of the Russian Federation not to 
jeopardize Russia's unique forest wealth. 
WWF has repeatedly asked the Russian 
government to reform its forest policy to 
address illegal logging and trade as well as 
logging in high conservation value forests. 
However, the current draft does not address 
these issues. 

Source: WWF Russia March 2004 

Model Forest in Russia Influences 
Forestry Regulations 

The Pskov Model Forest in Northwest Russia 
which has been testing methods of 
sustainable forestry within the Russian 
context since 2001 is now being used as a 
reference point for developing economically 
viable and environmentally responsible 
forestry practices within regional forest 
management regulations in Russia. As a 
learning laboratory, Pskov continues to train 
and educate forest specialists, entrepreneurs 
and the community. Through the so-called 
Forest Club, which is an informal forum for 
all interested stakeholders, the Pskov Model 
Forest further promotes public awareness 
and involves the community in nature 
conservation agendas. The Forest Club 
provides free access to information on the 
Pskov Model Forest and ensures wide input 
on discussions of forestry-related issues. 

Source: Pskov Model Forest Project, Information bulletin 
Volume 19 

Progress for the Forest in 
Archangelsk, Russia  

A moratorium on primeval forests in the 
Archangelsk region was the successful 
outcome of WWFs recent negotiations with 
representatives of the regional forest 
industry. On March 4-5 the International 
Conference “Forest sector of the North-West 

Russia: towards responsible business and 

sustainable forest management” brought 
together more than 100 representatives of 
Russian North-West forest industry 
enterprises, foreign buyers-companies, NGO, 
research and educational organizations, 
consulting and audit companies took part in 
the event. 

The Archangelsk region is one of the major 
timber resource areas in Russia for European 
companies. "Setting aside valuable forest 
stands in this intensively used area is an 
important safeguard for biodiversity", said 
Andrey Ptichnikov from WWF Russia. "We 
are also working with an increasing number 
of companies in Archangelsk on responsible 
practices." WWF has created the Association 
of Environmentally Responsible Companies 
in 2001.  Ilim Pulp, Archangelsk PPM, Volga 

PPM, and Solombala LDK, located in 
Archangelsk, are already members of this 
group, working closely with WWF on best 
practice standards of their operations. A 
recent ecological rating of Russian forest 
products companies also shows  that some 
companies are better than others.  "Western 
buyers should be aware of this. Buyers 
should influence these companies to improve 
their performance" added Ptichnikov. 

Source: WWF Russia March 2004; Ecorating of Russian 
Companies 
http://www.panda.org/about_wwf/what_we_do/forests/news/n
ews.cfm?uNewsID=11273 

Industry Efforts Against Illegal Trade 
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The UK Timber Trade Federation (TTF) has 
called on the world’s top net wood importer, 
Japan, to join the efforts of European and 
North American traders to eliminate illegal 
timber from their supply chains. TTF’s 
Corporate Social Responsibility Adviser 
Andy Roby said “Japan is a powerful buyer 
in the international marketplace and if the 
Japanese were to co-ordinate their 
purchasing policy with the UK and the EU 
we could jointly have a much bigger impact 
on suppliers.” 

Source: Timber Trade Federation, 22 January 2004 

Canadian Tissue Giant Decides for 
Certified Pulp  

On March 26 Greenpeace announced that 
Cascades Tissue Group (CAS-TSX), the 
second largest tissue manufacturer in Canada 
(bathroom tissue, paper towels and napkins), 
has committed to within three years acquire 
over 90% of its virgin pulp from sources that 
are certified to the standards of the Forest 
Stewardship Council (FSC). The company 
has also recommitted to refraining from 
using chlorine to bleach its tissue products. 
Cascades Tissue Group produces thousands 
of tons of bathroom tissue, paper towels and 
napkins each year in North America. "There 
is no reason why ancient forests should be 
destroyed to produce bathroom tissue and 
paper towels," said Richard Brooks, 
Greenpeace Forest Campaigner.  "This 
important commitment shows that a 
corporation can take care of business while 
taking care of the environment." 

Source: Press release Greenpeace March 26 2004 

FSC Paper Increase in North America 

Following the boom in FSC paper in Europe 
and Japan this newsletter reported on in its 6/ 
2003 issue, also in NorthAmerica significant 

developments can be seen.  While at the 
beginning of 2003 there were no certified 
printers in the U.S. there are now seven.  
Two paper manufacturers also received 
Chain of Custody (CoC) certification. The 
major chain store Kinko's announced it will 
stock FSC-certified paper in each of its 
locations, and Norm Thompson published the 
first catalogue on FSC paper.  Canadian-
based companies announced significant 
commitments to have lands and mills 
become FSC-certified, representing a 
significant increase in availability of pulp 
and paper to the U.S. market. Discussions are 
currently underway by FSC with four 
commercial printers, three national paper 
distributors, and four additional paper 
manufacturers to obtain FSC certification. 
FSC US is also working to identify pulp 
supplies for existing CoC certificate holders. 

"Savvy consumers are increasingly calling 
for magazines and catalogues made from 
environmentally friendly products," said Doc 
Maiorino, Vice President of sales for Domtar 

publication papers which recently upgraded 
its coated lightweight paper for magazines, 
catalogues and book publishers. "FSC-
certified papers let publishers convey a 
'green' brand image to their customers. But 
even more important, they don't require 
publishers to sacrifice quality, versatility, or 
reliability." 

Source: FSC-US Reflections on 2003; PR Newswire 
February 2 2004 

Cork Model Project in Sardinia 

WWF Italy  has established a new 
partnership with the National Research 
Institute for Cork based in Sardinia (Stazione 
Sperimentale del Sughero) and the Italian 
Association of the Cork Processing Industry 
in Italy. As part of this partnership, a pilot 
project on FSC certification of one cork 
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forest in Sardinia and the Chain of Custody 
certification of one cork company in the area 
will be undertaken. The model cork - forest 
will demonstrate best practice for cork forest 
management. 

Source: WWF Italy March 2004 

Police Brace for Impact of EU 
Expansion 

EU Accession could bring new challenges in 
illegal trade. "There are a lot of anecdotal 
stories about stockpiles of protected species 
sitting in East European accession states, 
waiting for May", said Chris Kerr, head of 
Britain's National Wildlife Crime 
Intelligence Unit as reported by Planet Ark 
in January. "With the EU's single market, 
once goods enter there are no more checks as 
they move between countries" he added. 
"We will know if the stories are true if there 
is a sudden increase in certain species or 
products." 

Source: PlanetArk, 27 January 2004 

Soy or Forests? Give the Amazon a 
Chance 

Since the 1970s soy cultivation in Brazil has 
expanded by 600%, from 3 million hectares 
in 1970 to 18,5 million hectares in 2003. The 
Swiss retailer Coop has recently committed 
to set up sourcing criteria for sustainable soy, 
to test the feasibility of those and to 
encourage farmers to source soy containing 
fodder accordingly. The successful 
introduction of such criteria could turn the 
tide for the current destructive practices in 
Latin America.  

The WWF report The Impact of SoyBean 

Cultivation on Brazilian Ecosystems shows 
the alarming uncontrolled expansion of soy 
cultivation in central and northeastern Brazil 

and southern Amazon. Soy bean expansion 
causes a range of ecological and social 
problems: legal and also illegal deforestation 
of high biodiversity areas like the Amazon 
forest (including conservation units or 
indigenous reserves); massive pesticide 
applications; soil erosion affecting wetland 
ecosystems;   concentration of land into large 
enterprises that force out small farmers and 
increasing cultivation of genetically modified 
soybeans etc.. Slavery conditions in Soy 
cultivations have repeatedly been reported. 

Sources: WWF Switzerland March 2004; The Impact of 
Soy  Bean Cultivation on Brazilian Ecosystems , U. Bickel/J. 
M. Dros,  WWF ,  October 2003  www.wwf.ch/conversion 

Illegally Logged Cedar Goes to China 

As a result of research on Russian-Chinese 
wood trade, WWF experts found that 
Siberian cedar, which is forbidden to log, 
accounts for a significant amount of the 
exports of wood to China. This research is 
based on the analysis of customs data on 
timber exports from Siberia (Far East not 
included) to China.  

Source: WWF Russia Weekly Digest, 19 January 2004 

China´s Choice For FSC Could Lead 
to a Sea Change 

At the recent 6th International Forestry & 

Woodworking Machinery and Supplies 

Exhibition in Shanghai, China was confirmed 
as a world leader in furniture and a world 
second in plywood production. WWF and its 
partners have been promoting FSC 
certification in China since 2001 as a way to 
protect limited forestry resources and to 
achieve sustainable forest management in 
China itself and in the countries China 
sources timber from. FSC is still gaining 
recognition in China. 57 Chinese companies 
had achieved Chain of Custody certification 
by the end of 2003 
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Forest certification plays an important role in 
the complex process to eliminate illegal 
timber trade. Many buyers of wood products 
now ask for assurances that the timber they 
buy comes from well managed and legal 
sources. The manager of a Nantong-based 
wood processing company confirms that 
"After our company obtained Chain of 
Custody certification, we not only expanded 
our sales, but also increased our brand 
awareness in the overseas markets".  

Source: WWF Press Release March 10 2004 

Greenpeace Stops Illegal Cargo From 
Indonesia 

On March 19 Greenpeace boarded a ship in 
the port of Antwerp, Belgium, loaded with 
assumed illegal timber from Indonesia's 
rainforests. Greenpeace International forest 
campaigner, Gavin Edwards, said “The 
logging, export and sale of this timber is 
nothing short of organised crime.” The 
illegal logging rate in Indonesia is estimated 
at 80% and also the Indonesian government 
admits that illegal logging is out of control. 
Indonesia's rainforest is disappearing faster 
than any other rainforest in the world. An 
area the size of Belgium is destroyed every 
year. Greenpeace predicts that by 2010 most 
of Indonesia's lowland rainforests will be 
gone from Sumatra and Borneo.  

Source: Press release Greenpeace March 19 2004 

 

Focus on Responsible 
Investment and CSR 

Europe´s Pulp and Paper Sector Must 
Act on CSR Reporting 

End of March WWF extended an invitation 
to the European Pulp & Paper Industry to 
jointly work on guidelines for corporate 
responsibility reporting. This invitation 
followed the revelation of severe gaps in the 
quantity and quality of information on 
environmental performance being made 
available by Europe´s top 46 pulp and paper 
companies to shareholders, ratings agencies 
and customers.  
 
A new WWF survey shows that less than 
half (21) of the surveyed companies produce 
a Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR), 
environmental or sustainability report. 
Nearly a third do not provide any 
environmental information at all. Many 
companies, even where they provide 
information, fail to cover essential 
environmental aspects. Together, the 
surveyed companies have a turnover of 80 
billion Euros and are responsible for more 
than 50% of wood consumption in Europe. 
In many countries they form a significant 
part of the economy and therefore have a 
huge potential impact on the environment, 
not only in the forest, but throughout the 
entire product supply chain. Comprehensive 
reporting on environmental impacts is 
essential not only to demonstrate a 
companies´commitment to corporate 
responsibility but is also a pre-requisite for a 
sound evaluation of these companies by 
ratings agencies, investors and financial 
institutions who produce and use indices 
such as the Dow Jones Sustainability Index.  

Source: WWF Open letter March 25 2004 Access the survey 
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on 
http://www.panda.org/about_wwf/what_we_do/forests/news/n
ews.cfm?uNewsID=12128 

Investors Need to be More Rigorous 

A report from the UK-based asset manager 
ISIS on extractive Industries, released in 
February, highlights that investors should 
require a rigorous approach to biodiversity 
management from all companies in this high-
impact sector.  
 
The ISIS report finds that although leading 
extractive companies have an understanding 
of the complex issues surrounding 
biodiversity and ecosystem management, 
there is a very wide gap between the best and 
the worst performers. “Biodiversity is an 
area of significant risk for extractive 
companies. In particular, there are risks 
relating to protected areas, liability and the 
mismanagement of biodiversity by others”.  
 
The report concludes: 
• While certain companies are well-equipped 
to understand these risks and start to manage 
them, others are apparently ignoring them. 
• Industry bodies have played an important 
role to date; however, poor performance by a 
few companies could make the entire sector 
subject to public pressure or legislation. 
• Even the best companies are at the start of 
the process of moving policy into 
performance, measurement and reporting. 
• Investors should require a rigorous 
approach to biodiversity management from 
all companies in this high-impact sector. 

The objective of the ISIS programme is to 
identify areas of biodiversity-related risk in 
the companies in which it invests, and to 
engage companies which do not appear to be 
managing the risks effectively, in order to 
protect the value of their shareholding.  ISIS 
currently manages around US$110 billion (as 

at 31-12-03) and invests in around 1,500 
companies worldwide. 

Source : ISIS Report Are extractive companies compatible 
with Biodiversity? Extractive Industries and Biodiversity: A 
Survey  February 2004  

Risk Management and Bottom Line 

The Association of British Insurers has 
published a new report in February, Risk 

Returns and Responsibility, which analyses 
current trends in corporate responsibility and 
its implications for investors. 
Key observations of the report are: 

• Many companies are not yet 
managing systemic risks adequately, 
posing threats to shareholder value 
which investors need to take into 
account. 

• Companies are starting to publish 
useful information for investors but 
more is needed. Incorporating social, 
ethical and environmental (SEE) 
criteria can reduce volatility and 
increase returns investors and 
lenders, therefore, need detailed 
information on specific company 
exposures, but also their strategies 
and success in managing those 
exposures 

• Social, cultural, demographic and 
technological changes mean that 
social and environmental risks are 
now more significant than in the past 
and more volatile. 

• As social, ethical and environmental 
issues become more important, 
investors will need to take more 
account of them, and investment 
managers or advisers who fail to do 
so will be in danger of failing their 
clients. 

• Risk aspects of corporate 
responsibility are as important as 
bottom line impacts. Companies need 
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to incorporate these matters into 
strategic risk management, because 
they can have important implications 
for drivers such as brand value, 
market acceptability, human capital. 

• Many studies have found direct 
financial benefits for companies 
embracing corporate responsibility.  

Source: Publication Risk Returns And Responsibility 
February 2004 Author: Roger Cowe Published by Association 
of British Insurers Access the report on 
http://www.innovestgroup.com/ 

Setting New Standards for the 
Financial Services Industry 

The financial services giant Citigroup 

recently announced - together with the NGO 
Rainforest Action Network - a 
comprehensive environmental policy that 
promotes higher environmental standards 
through its business practices, related to 
endangered ecosystems, illegal logging, 
ecologically sustainable development and 
climate change. Mr. Prince, Chief Executive 
Officer of Citigroup said “…the 
announcement builds on our actions of the 
last three years in addressing the 
environmental issues that are of critical 
concern to our customers, our communities, 
and our various stakeholders. We believe we 
can make a difference by holding ourselves 
accountable for our own impact on the 
environment, by embedding our commitment 
to environmental responsibility in our 
lending practices, by embracing sustainable 
business opportunities, and by engaging in 
the public domain on these issues to help 
foster solutions to often very thorny 
questions.” Citigroup operates in 
approximately 100 countries, provides 
consumers, corporations, governments and 
institutions with a broad range of financial 
products and services, including consumer 
banking and credit, corporate and investment 
banking, insurance, securities brokerage, and 

asset management. Major brand names under 
Citigroup’s trademark red umbrella include 
Citibank, CitiFinancial, Primerica, Smith 

Barney, Banamex, and Travelers Life and 

Annuity.  

Source: Joint Press Release Citigroup and Rainforest Action 
Network January 22, 2004  To view Citigroup’s policies go to 

www.citigroup.com/citigroup/environment/initiatives.htm.  

UNEP Calls Financial Companies for  
Responsibility Agenda 

In February UNEP Finance Initiatives (FI) 
welcomed two new African signatories to 
their global Initiative. Nedbank South Africa 
and the Development Bank of Southern 

Africa (DBSA) have joined some 200 
financial companies worldwide in signing 
the UNEP FI Statement on Sustainable 
Development. 
"Nedbank identifies with the vision of UNEP 
in its quest to ensure social and 
environmental responsibility, and within the 
guidelines of the UNEP FI, we aim to 
translate this into policy that will benefit our 
stakeholders and the environment in which 
we operate", said Adv. Selby Baqwa, Nedcor 
Group’s Executive Head of Corporate 
Governance. "The Bank is committed to 
sustainable development. Becoming a 
signatory of the UNEP FI and part of its 
sustainable development and financial 
community network strengthens the 
inextricable relationship between people, 
planet and prosperity. The mandate of the 
bank supports the values and guiding 
principles of UNEP FI", Elsa Kruger-Cloete, 
DBSA. The signing ceremony was hosted by 
Citigroup who was one of the first 
international financial organisations to 
become a UNEP FI signatory. 

Source: UNEP Finance Initiatives e-bulletin Issue 26 
February 2004 

No Money for Destruction 
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The Rainforest Action Network has urged 10 
major US banks to tighten lending standards 
for environmentally sensitive development 
projects. The groups´ demand include to end 
all financing for logging, energy and mining 
projects in endangered ecosystems and to 
guarantee indigenous peoples the right of 
"prior informed consent" regarding projects 
on their lands. In addition, the Rainforest 

Action Network is asking that the banks 
commit to independent third-party chain-of 
custody certification in regions where over 
50 percent of logging is illegal. "Mega-banks 
should be environmental leaders, not 
laggards", said Ilyse Hogue, director the 
Rainforest Action Network's global finance 
campaign. "If mounting scientific evidence 
does not compel them to act, then mounting 
public pressure will." The letter was sent to 
J.P. Morgan Chase, Bank One, Bank of 

America, FleetBoston Financial, Wells 

Fargo, Goldman Sachs,  John Hancock 

Financial, Wachovia, U.S. Bancorp 

Source: CBS.MarketWatch.com March 11, 2004 UNEP 
Finance Initiatives e-bulletin Issue 26 February 2004 

 

 

News on FSC 

Stronger Protection Measures for the 
FSC Logo  

The FSC will strengthen its activities to 
protect the FSC logo in the lead up to the 
European Garden Furniture Season in order 
to prevent misleading claims on products 
which have been increasing over the last 
months. Following a conference with leading 
FSC certified companies a fund for the 
protection of the FSC logo was created. This 
fund will be used for rapid response in cases 
of logo misuse.  

Source: FSC News + Notes, Volume 2, Issue 1 January 21, 2004 

FSC Certification Made Easier for 
Small Woodlands 

A new global policy makes FSC more 
affordable and accessible to owners and 
managers of small woodlands – it sets out the 
new requirements forests and owners of 
woodlands of less than 100 hectares in size. 
This will mean that a wider range of people, 
from recreation and small scale timber 
production managers to conservation officers 
managing woodland for wildlife will reap the 
benefits of FSC certification. They will be 
able to sell all products under the 
internationally recognised label. Also, Group 
Certification Schemes will benefit from the 
new policy in cases where each group 
member owns 100 hectares or less. 

Source: FSC News + Notes, Volume 2, Issue 1 January 21, 2004 

Quality Assurance Mechanisms by 
FSC- More Rigour With Certifiers 

To ensure continued compliance with FSC 
requirements, the FSC Accreditation 
Business Unit (ABU) undertakes regular 
auditing of the work of FSC accredited 
certification bodies. Over 35 surveillance 
audits of accredited certification bodies were 
carried out by FSC in 2003 in more than 18 
countries.  
As part of this monitoring, surveillance 
audits are conducted on accredited 
certification bodies in the field. These audits 
take place at the premises of certificate 
holders, which may be forest management or 
chain of custody operations. Additionally, 
the FSC Accreditation Business Unit 
conducts annual audits to the offices of its 
accredited certification bodies.  
  
A summary of the findings of all surveillance 
audits is made available in the ABU annual 
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report which can be requested as of June 
2004. FSC takes action against certification 
bodies in cases where requirements have not 
been implemented. 
  
Certification to FSC standards involves 
evaluation of compliance with performance-
based standards. The FSC does not certify 
forests or forest products itself. The actual 
certification is carried out by independent, 
third-party certification bodies who are 
accredited by FSC. The FSC accreditation 
system is designed to provide a credible 
assurance that the certification bodies 
carrying out the certifications are competent 
and independent in providing high quality 
certification services according to FSC 
standards. 

For more information on the FSC accreditation program please 
contact the FSC Accreditation Business Unit at 
accreditation@fscoax.org. 

 
 

Background and Facts  

 
The Forest Stewardship Council is currently the only 
credible timber certification system supported by 
WWF. The FSC label makes it possible for buyers to 
choose forest products that come from forests 
managed to the highest environmental and social 
standards and from legal sources. As global system 
FSC offers market incentives for improving forest 
management around the world. 
 
Events 

15-17 April  FSC Trade Fair Brazil First trade fair 
of FSC certified forests in Latin America. For more 
information go to 
http://www.brasilcertificado.com.br/index_ing.htm 

 

9-28 May International Training Programme 
Forest Certification. Swedish International 
Development Cooperation Agency. For more 
information contact klas.bengtsson@ssc-forestry.com 

12-16 July 2004 Training Programme by 

ProForest and Ecosecurities;  The programme 
provides a range of up-to-date courses dealing with 
current issues for those involved in forest 
management, certification and sustainable natural 
resource management. 
www.proforest.com 

 
Key Statistics 

Status: 1 March 2004 

Total area of FSC certified forests: 41,655.955 

hectares 

Number of countries with FSC forests: 60 

FM certificates: 595 

COC certificates:  2953 

  

For regional maps and data on certified areas in Europe, 

Africa, Asia – Pacific, Latin America and North America go 

to http://www.certified-forests.org 

 

Programme Information 

For Information on the Forest Stewardship Council 

(FSC) www.fscoax.org 

Global Forest And Trade Network 

www.panda.org/forestandtrade 

Forests For Life Programme, WWF 
www.panda.org/forests4life 
 
Certification Basics 

An Introduction to Forest Certification: (2001)  
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http://www.proforest.net/objects/introtocert.pdf 

 

NGO Positions on Certification Systems 

Behind the logo (2001) -In-depth report of the four 

biggest forest certification schemes (CSA, FSC, PEFC 

& SFI) analyses the strengths and weaknesses of each 

scheme and aims to provide companies, governments 

and NGOs with the facts needed for informed 

decision making.  

Follow up report: Footprints in the Forest (2004) – 

In depth report on Canadian Standard’s Association 

(CSA), Forest Stewardship Council (FSC), 

Programme for the Endorsement of Forest 

Certification (PEFC), Sustainable Forestry Initiative 

(SFI), Australian Forestry Standard (AFS), Sistema 

Brazileiro de Certificação Florestal (CERFLOR), 

Certificación Forestal (Certfor) and the Malaysian 

Timber Certification Council (MTCC).  

http://www.fern.org/ 

 

Make Your Own Judgement About 
Certification Schemes 

Assessing Forest Certification: A Practical Guide : 

(2002)  

http://www.proforest.net/objects/Assessing%20Forest

%20Certification/assessing%20schemes.pdf 

 

Certification Assistance 

 
 
Where to Sell and Buy Certified Timber 

Global search for FSC certified timber and 

products: 

  www.certifiedwood.org: This database allows you to 
search by type of timber and timber species, by 
product type and supply chain position and country.  
 

On www.fsc-info.org. you can search for FSC 
certified species all over the world. Search mechanism 
include species ( open query) , tenure and country.  
 
Global search for FSC Forest Management and 

Chain of Custody certificate holders  

www.fsc-info.org. 
 
On www.certifiedwood.org you can confirm 
certification status of a company 
 
Global search for FSC certified forests: 

 www.certifiedwood.org The advantage of this 
certified forest list is the contact details like telephone 
numbers are included.  
 
Most up to date information on which forests and 
which companies are certified can be found on the 
main FSC International website www.fscoax.org  - 
however here information is mainly aimed at 
providing an overview rather than to help establish 
contact. 
 
Check approved FSC certifiers on www.fscoax.org 

 
Assistance With Group Certification 

A Practical Guide to Developing a Group Scheme 

for FSC-Accredited Certification of Forests: Final 

Draft (2001)  

http://www.proforest.net/objects/gscheme2.pdf 

 
Responsible Investment 
For Investment guidelines by the Worldbank/ WWF 
Alliance go to  
http://www.panda.org/downloads/forests/wwfinvestm
entpol7oct03final.pdf 
 
 
Learning From Others  

500 companies are part of the WWF co-ordinated 

Global Forest and Trade Network (GFTN), committed 

to responsible forest management and trade. They 

represent a wide range of actors including forest 

owners, timber processors, construction companies, 

retailers, investment agencies and local authorities. 

Members vary from small family-owned businesses to 

world scale leading companies such as IKEA and the 

Home Depot. They are committed to gradually 

producing, trading and/or sourcing independently 

certified forest products. Find more information about 
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GFTN at: http://www.panda.org/forestandtrade/ 
 

To learn from the experiences of other companies 

who are already part of the network get in touch with 

one of the forest and trade network co-ordinators. 

Contact details can be found on 

http://www.panda.org/forestandtrade/ 

 
Further Contacts for Assistance With 
Certification 
For assistance on Procurement and Supply Chain 
Development, FSC Chain of Custody – 
Implementation contact 
http://www.forwoodinternational.com  

 

Multiple Solutions for the World´s Forests by 
WWF  
 

WWF works on forest conservation through a 

multiplicity of approaches and strategies which are 

pursued together with regional and global partners: 

Credible Forest Certification, High Conservation 

Value Forests, combating illegal logging and forest 

crime, preventing forest fires, restoring damaged and 

degraded forests and forest protection. WWF's Forests 

for Life Programme has developed position papers on 

global forest issues which are available on 

http://www.panda.org/about_wwf/what_we_do/forests/what_we_do

/policy_events/index.cfm 

 

The World Bank/ WWF Alliance was formed in 

1998 and draws on the comparative institutional 

strengths of the partner institutions:  

• the Bank's access to policy dialogue, 
convening power, analytical capacity and 
financing operations,  

• WWF's strong field presence, private sector 
partnerships, public trust and forest 
conservation expertise. 

By combining the strengths of the Bank and WWF, 

and their partners, the Alliance is uniquely positioned 

to effect changes in forest policy and practices, to help 

safeguard biodiversity, and alleviate poverty.  

With forests being depleted globally at a rate of 28 

hectares per minute, the stakes are high. Urgent, 

significant and coordinated actions on a global scale 

are needed to arrest the precipitous and relentless 

declines in forest cover, the concomitant loss of 

biodiversity, and the effects on the livelihoods of 

forest-dependent people. 

For more information on the World Bank/ WWF 

Alliance go to www.forest-alliance.org 

 

 

For further information please contact 

 

For further information please contact 

 
Helma Brandlmaier 
Communications - WWF European Forest Programme 
hb@wwf.at 

 

 

 


