
  

The purpose of the project “Protected Areas for Nature and People”, implemented 
by WWF Adria since October 2015, is sustainable use of natural resources in the 
Dinaric Arc region as a foundation for the socio-economic development. To that 
end, WWF, together with its partners, will strive to achieve the following targets:

• To introduce examples of how protected areas can generate social 
and economic benefits in cooperation with the local community,

• To improve cooperation between the protected areas 
and the local community in the entire region,

• To enhance cooperation between WWF and its partners on the one 
side and decision-makers and those who have impact on them on the other 
side at the national level.

WWF will use the examples of socio-economic benefits of well-managed parks, as 
well as argumentation and information required for decision-making to encourage 
decision-makers from 8 countries in the region to deliver on their promises made 
under the “Big Win for Dinaric Arc”, a document they adopted in 2013. This is 
WWF’s contribution with the aim of achieving the targets under the Convention 
on Biological Diversity.

*This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244/99 and the IJC 
opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence
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The National Park Una will 
address green business and 
local product branding.

The National Park Sutjeska 
is developing sustainable 
tourism products.

The Germia Park is 
ecouraged to develop in the 
direction of an urban park.

The National Parks 
Biogradska gora and Tara 
are jointly carrying out the 
bear watching project.

National Parks Fruška 
Gora, Đerdap and Tara, the 
SNR Upper Podunavlje and 
Protected Landscape Avala 
are becoming educational 
centres.

Six field projects in the protected areas of the Dinaric Arc will focus in particular 
on the social and economic benefits of a specific area concerning the park – local 
population relation. WWF will not work alone on strengthening of this dialogue: 
it is imperative to have cooperation with local organisations, to have everyone 
speaking the same language and to achieve as best cooperation as possible.

WWF will make an innovative assessment of the involvement of the local 
community in the protected area management. In compliance with such 
assessment, a knowledge sharing plan will be drafted, which will subsequently 
increase the level of cooperation between the parks and their surroundings. 
This will be supported additionally by study visits, new partnerships and their 
reinforcement.

One of the project activities is development of an interactive database that will be 
user-friendly to an average user and will illustrate the socio-economic benefits 
offered by protected areas. The main objective of the database will be to convey 
the key messages to decision-makers, business sector and all stakeholders, with 
the aim of having them use such messages for better protected areas management 
as well as for the improvement of status of nature in the region.

Social and economic benefits of protected areas

The National Park Biogradska gora (MN) 
and the National Park Tara (SRB) are 
carrying out a joint bear watching field 
project © Martin Šolar, WWF Adria 

Rafting on River Tara © Martin Šolar, WWF Adria

National Park Tara, Serbia © NP Tara
Dialogue with the local population is imperative. 
NP Sutjeska © Marjeta Klemenc



The National Park Una (B&H) will address the development of a model for 
parks as generators of development of environmentally responsible business, by 
providing support to green business ideas, opening of an eco-market, placing 
of local products on the market and their branding. The National Park Sutjeska 
(B&H) will address the development of the sustainable tourism product that 
may be used as an alternative to non-sustainable models. In Kosovo, the Germia 
Park will be developed as an urban park, an example to similar areas in urban 
regions to promote nature conservation through implementation of a variety 
of programmes for dissemination information, education and mobilisation of 
citizens.

The National Park Biogradska Gora (MNE) and the National Park Tara (SRB) will 
carry out a joint initiative of bear watching as a sustainable product for nature-
oriented tourism development, in addition to the measures for bear protection 
and habitat improvement. An important component is the local community 
awareness raising concerning bear co-habitation. Serbia will additionally improve 
communication with the local community by establishing a stakeholders' forum, 
and the National Parks Fruška Gora, Đerdap and Tara, the Special Nature Reserve 
Upper Podunavlje and  Protected Landscape Avala will become educational 
centres for schools and visitors. The fieldwork in Albania is planned for the second 
year of the project as well.

Fieldwork

Common scene in NP Fruška Gora, 
Serbia © NP Fruška Gora

9 protected areas will be 
directly involved in the 
project through six field 
projects.

The membership in the Parks Dinarides – network of protected areas of the 
Dinarides – includes more than 50 protected areas from the entire region. 
WWF will continue encouraging further development of the network of protected 
areas in the Dinarides. The cooperation within the network will be reinforced as 
a potential for learning and sharing good practices within the region to develop 
the possibilities for integrating the lessons learnt into national policies for nature 
conservation.

 Encouraging the Parks Dinarides Development

An important component of the project is respecting 
and ensuring fundamental human rights, especially
in accordance with the principles:
• right to information,
• inclusion of all social groups, especially vulnerable,
• non-discrimination and equality,
• respect for the principle of responsibility and transparency.

Ensuring human rights



 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

Leon Kebe
Manager of the project »Protected Areas for Nature and People«
lkebe@wwfadria.org

Petra Boić Petrač
Communications Manager, WWF Adria
ppetrac@wwfadria.org

PROTECTED AREAS FOR NATURE AND PEOPLE
ADRIA.PANDA.ORG

ADRIA

© 1986 Panda symbol WWF – World Wide Fund For Nature (Formerly World Wildlife Fund)
 WWF Adria, Budmanijeva 5, 10 000 Zagreb, Croatia, Phone +385 1 5509 623  adria.panda.org 
The factsheet was prepared by Petra Boić Petrač, and published by WWF Adria. Printed in May, 2016

Working to sustain the natural 
world for people and wildlife
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This document has been financed by 
the Swedish International Development 
Cooperation Agency, Sida. Sida does not 
necessarily share the views expressed in this 
material. Responsibility for its contents rests 
entirely with the author.

WWF Adria is not implementing this project on its own – the implementation of a large 
portion of the activities can be attributed to the following partners, representatives of 
WWF in other countries:

• The Dinarica Association is a strategic partner of WWF in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
working on the projects of nature conservation and hydropower sustainability. The 
Association implements its projects from the central office in Mostar, and from its 
regional offices in Livno and Bihać.

• The World Organization for Nature is a strategic partner of WWF in Serbia. 
Although formally established in 2016, the employees of this organisation have been 
WWF representatives in this country since the end of the last decade. They manage 
projects concerning freshwater eco-systems, the ecological network Natura 2000 and 
climate change, as well as education-related projects.

• Ecopana is a local non-governmental organisation in Kosovo, the main activities of 
which involve nature conservation and protected areas development, as well as public 
education on the importance of protected areas and nature conservation in general.

• Parks Dinarides – network of protected areas of Dinarides was founded in 
December 2014 with a seat in Podgorica, Montenegro. In this project, the Parks 
Dinarides are in charge of improving cooperation between local communities and 
protected areas in the entire region, as well as of implementation of activities in 
Montenegro.

Project partners 

National Park Una, BH © Elvir Hadžić Germia Protected Landscape, Kosovo © Ardian Nrecaj, WWF Adria


