
The area hosts the most extended and continuous 
posidonia meadow of the Mediterranean. The Gulf,  
which is also a very important fishery ground for the 
most important commercial species, has been 
recognized by WWF Mediterranean Marine Gap 
Analysis as one of the 13 Mediterranean marine 
areas in need of protection.

Threats: Heavily polluting industrial chemical plants, run off from 
agriculture, untreated sewage from major coastal cities, overfishing, illegal 
fishing and heavy pressure from tourism infrastructures on the coastline. 

WWF’s work: WWF is lobbying at a national and international level to 
ensure the protection of the crucial and fragile sea bottom areas. WWF 
aims at contributing to the implementation of a common fisheries regime for 
all fishing nations in the Mediterranean, and at limiting the impact of tourism 
infrastructures.

Contact:  Alessandra Pomé,
WWF Mediterranean Programme Office, apome@wwfmedpo.org

Gulf of Gabes

The Gulf of Sirte has been recognized by WWF 
Mediterranean Marine Gap Analysis as one of the 13 
Mediterranean marine areas in need of protection. It 
is characterised by low and sandy coast with 
scattered dune complexes and by an extended 
shallow sea bottom area entirely covered by 
Posidonia oceanica meadows. The beaches host 
numerous loggerhead turtle nests.

Threats: Risk of heavy tourism development.

WWF’s work: WWF, IUCN MED (International Union for the Conservation 
of Nature and Natural Resources, Mediterranean Programme), and 
RAC/SPA (Regional Activity Centre for Specially Protected Areas) are now 
in the process of developing a longer term intervention plan with the Libyan 
authorities aiming at improving the management of protected areas and 
exploring the possibilities to create new marine reserves and to promote 
sustainable tourism development along the Libyan coast.

Contact:  Alessandra Pomé,
WWF Mediterranean Programme Office, apome@wwfmedpo.org

Gulf of Sirte

The coast is mainly rocky with high cliffs but sand 
dune systems are also present. The sea bottom has 
a high and continuous presence of biologically 
relevant areas. The zone has been recognized by 
WWF Mediterranean Marine Gap Analysis as one of 
the 13 Mediterranean marine areas in need of 
protection.

Threats: Risk of heavy tourism development.

WWF’s work: WWF, IUCN MED (International Union for the Conservation 
of Nature and Natural Resources, Mediterranean Programme), and 
RAC/SPA (Regional Activity Centre for Specially Protected Areas) are now 
in the process of developing a longer term intervention plan with the Libyan 
authorities aiming at improving the management of protected areas and 
exploring the possibilities to create new marine reserves and to promote 
sustainable tourism development along the Libyan coast.

Contact:  Alessandra Pomé,
WWF Mediterranean Programme Office, apome@wwfmedpo.org

Coast of Cirenaica

Cilician coast and
Cyprus Island CoastAegean Sea and Anatolya coast

The Alboran Sea and the Strait of Gibraltar host one 
of the richest mixes of marine and coastal Atlantic 
and Mediterranean fauna and flora. The zone has 
been recognized by WWF Mediterranean Marine Gap 
Analysis as one of the 13 Mediterranean marine 
areas in need of protection. The Alboran Sea 
seamounts are included in WWF proposition for a 
network of High Seas protected areas in the 
Mediterranean.

Threats: Pollution from industry, noise pollution, unplanned tourism and 
urban areas, organic chemicals run off from intensive agriculture, 
over-fishing, pelagic driftnets, by-catches, illegal cleaning of oil tankers, 
navigation.

WWF’s work: WWF calls governments concerned to co-operate together to 
give to the entire Alboran Sea a special status of sustainable management 
zone. 

Contact:  Pilar Marcos,
WWF/Adena, pmarcos@wwf.es

Alboran Sea and Strait of Gibraltar

Erastosthenes seamount

Chemosynthesis-based community
associated to cold seeps 

Israel coast: Marine Protected Area of 
Yan Dor Habonim, Yam Evtah, Yam Gador

Marine Protected Area of Palm island

Syrian coast: Marine Protected Area of 
Ibn Hani, Om Al Toyour, Ras al Bassit 

Balearic Islands

Liguro-Provençal coast

Eastern Ionian coast and islands

Dalmatian coast

Corso-Sardinian coast

Southern Tyrrhenian Coast

Project of Marine Protected Area: 
Gouraya, Taza, Tipaza

Connecting the Black Sea to the Mediterranean, 
Istanbul has a unique flora with more than 2000 
varieties of plants. It is considered amongst the 
world’s most biologically rich regions, and hosts 
the last wide heathlands of Eastern Europe. The 
Northwestern Black Sea Region is home to a large 
number of globally and regionally threatened 
species. 

Threats: The Turkish government has planned to build a Black Sea coastal 
highway and a third bridge on the Istanbul Strait. The first part of the 
highway (Hopa – Samsun) was built and led to a decline in fish species, in 
natural coastal habitats and in wetlands. If the Northwestern part of the 
highway is completed, the region will suffer from a loss of biodiversity (fish, 
rare plants). The construction of the bridge would reduce the biodiversity, 
threaten the forests and pollute freshwater resources in the Omerli Water 
Basin. 

WWF’s work: WWF is actively working to determine the critical natural 
plant areas around Istanbul. In the Northwestern Black Sea, WWF 
continues to establish natural protection areas and wildlife protection areas.

Contact:  Haymi Behar,
WWF Turkey, hbehar@wwf.org.tr

Istanbul and Northwestern Black Sea

The Mediterranean region is important because of 
its different ecosystem types, its diversity of flora 
and fauna, and its cultural and historical assets. 300 
of the last 500 Mediterranean monk seals are 
located in Eastern Mediterranean and are significant 
for the rich biodiversity of the region.

Threats: Previous coastal highway constructions in the area have led to a 
loss of natural shoreline. A similar problem threatens the Fethiye-Antalya 
coastline. It may result to irretrievable damage in the topography and flora 
of the region. The increased water pollution risk caused by the disposal of 
construction waste into the sea constitutes an important threat for the 
Mediterranean monk seals.

WWF’s work: WWF Turkey is actively conducting analyses and 
observations in the area and reporting the results to the Turkish 
Government. While some parts of the region are classified as Specially 
Protected Areas, WWF Turkey continues its efforts to increase the number 
of protected areas in the region.

Contact:  Haymi Behar,
WWF Turkey, hbehar@wwf.org.tr

Fethiye-Antalya Coastal Highway

The Algero Tunisian coast has been recognized by 
WWF Mediterranean Marine Gap Analysis as one of 
the 13 Mediterranean marine areas in need of 
protection. It hosts highly endangered sand dunes 
habitats, extended Posidonia meadows and red 
coral formations.   

Threats: Agriculture run off from fertilizers and pesticides, untreated 
sewage from urban settlements, organo-chlorine compounds deriving from 
oil refineries, solid waste, over-fishing, mass tourism development.

WWF’s work: Through a project funded by the European Commission 
(SMAP III - Tunisia), WWF aims at assisting local authorities in the 
development of an integrated coastal zone management plan. WWF 
advocates the recognition of the Sicilian channel by the International 
Maritime Organization as a Particularly Sensitive Sea Area, and, together 
with ACCOBAMS (Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans in the 
Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea and contiguous Atlantic area), proposes the 
creation of the Sanctuary of Biodiversity in the Sicilian Channel (Pelagie 
Sanctuary).  

Contact:  Faouzi Maamouri,
WWF Mediterranean Programme Office, fmaamouri@wwfmedpo.org

Algero Tunisian coast and Sicilian Channel

The Baltic Sea is one of the largest brackish water 
ecosystems in the world. Species such as cod, 
harbour porpoise, and the white-tailed sea eagle 
have had to adapt to the Baltic Sea’s unique 
environment, which is particularly vulnerable to 
ecological change. The average exchange of water 
in the Baltic can take up to 30 years. In 2004, the 
Baltic Sea was classified by the International 
Maritime Organization as a Particularly Sensitive 
Sea Area.

Threats: Increased sea and land-based transport (15% of the world's 
maritime transport), overfishing, eutrophication (affects 70% of all listed 
biotypes), industrial, municipal and agricultural pollution, continued clearing 
of forests and drainage of wetlands, risks of oil spills. The Gulf of Finland is 
one key region for WWF, mainly because of increased risks caused by new 
oil harbours and increased oil transportation from Russia.

WWF’s work: WWF Baltic Ecoregion Programme is working to ensure 
sustainable fisheries and healthy fish stocks; helping to establish a network 
of marine and coastal protected areas; striving to drastically reduce 
eutrophication; advocating for ecologically sustainable maritime transports 
and; raising awareness of the threat of hazardous chemicals.

Contact:  Pauli Merriman,
Baltic Ecoregion Programme, pauli.merriman@wwf.se 

The Baltic Sea

The Maramureşul de Nord and Ukrainian Highlands 
belong to the 30 "Priority Areas for Biodiversity" 
identified in the Carpathians ecoregion.

Threats: Decrease of the timberline leading to increased risk of avalanches 
and landslides, planting of unstable monocultures which are vulnerable to 
diseases, excessive tourism and recreation. 

WWF’s work: WWF promotes sustainable forestry, including support for 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certification and fighting illegal logging, 
and is developing a range of activities to promote local development while 
preserving the rich natural heritage of the cross-border region. 
 

Contact: Andreas Beckmann, 
WWF Danube-Carpathian Programme, abeckmann@wwfdcp.org 

Maramureşul de Nord 
and Ukrainian Highlands

The Carpathian Mountains are Europe’s last great 
wilderness area – a bastion for large carnivores, 
with over half of the continent’s population of bears, 
wolves and lynx, and home to the greatest 
remaining reserves of old growth forests outside of 
Russia. The East Carpathians belong to the 30 
"Priority Areas for Biodiversity" identified in the 
Carpathians ecoregion.

Threats: Poorly planned development resulting from land privatisation, 
unsustainable forestry practices, excessive tourism and recreation, 
infrastructure development.

WWF’s work: The Carpathians have been included by WWF in the “Global 
200” list of the 200 most outstanding ecological regions in the world. The 
Carpathian Ecoregion Initiative, initiated by the WWF Danube-Carpathian 
Programme in 1999, is a platform of NGOs and institutes working for the 
long-term conservation and sustainable development of the Carpathians.

Contact: Andreas Beckmann, 
WWF Danube-Carpathian Programme, abeckmann@wwfdcp.org 

Eastern
Carpathians

Between the desert and the moist coastal strip, 
rivers run down from the mountains and meander 
through wind-shaped coastal dunes, forming 
seasonally flooded depressions. Some of them 
retain water supporting vegetation which stabilises 
this shifting landscape and provides diverse and 
biologically important habitats.

Threats:  Expanding seasonal cash crops, irrigated agriculture, sand 
extraction, waste-water from upstream villages, dams and tourist resorts.

WWF’s work: WWF is working with the Algerian government and the 
United Nation Development Programme to ensure a sound management 
plan for the wetlands complex of Les Guerbes. WWF is also working with a 
local women's association to increase awareness on wetlands destruction 
consequences.

Contact: Francesca Antonelli, 
WWF Mediterranean Programme Office, fantonelli@wwfmedpo.org

Les Guerbes-Senhadja wetlands complex

Oued Sebou is one of Morocco's most important 
rivers. It  winds through one of the most populated 
areas of Morocco and supplies water to 
agriculture. The lower course of the river is 
artificially connected to the Merja Zerga lagoon, 
which supports internationally important numbers 
of staging and wintering waterbirds, including 
globally threatened species.

Threats:  Agricultural and industrial pollutants have decreased water 
quality. Untreated waste from sugar and textiles plants and untreated olive 
pulp are among the main threats. Dams and other water infrastructure 
which increase the water available for irrigation are threatening the survival 
of freshwater ecosystems.

WWF’s work: WWF is working with the government and other stakeholders 
to improve agricultural practices and create conditions for an improved 
water management at a basin level.

Contact: Francesca Antonelli, 
WWF Mediterranean Programme Office, fantonelli@wwfmedpo.org

Sebou river basin

Well managed cork oak landscapes provide 
environmental services: protection and 
maintenance of soil and water resources, important 
habitats for biodiversity... They allow a diverse and 
profitable economic system, based on non timber 
forest products exploitation, such as cork extraction 
and processing for stoppers and building materials, 
medicinal and aromatic plants, livestock, as well as 
agricultural products, firewood, charcoal.

Threats: Over-harvesting of forest products and forest clearance, 
overgrazing, conversion to other land uses, urban development, poor forest 
management practices, forest fires. The potential market threat linked to the 
use of non-cork substitutes for cork stoppers reduces the economic value of 
cork oak forests.

WWF’s work: WWF launched a programme in collaboration with local 
government bodies, NGOs, and local communities, to protect, manage and 
restore the natural wealth of cork oak landscapes, to promote sustainable 
livelihoods for the local population, to ensure conservation of biological 
resources, and to encourage responsible purchasing attitudes through the 
market chain, from processing industries to end consumers.

Contact: Nora Berrahmouni,
 WWF Mediterranean Programme Office, nberrahmouni@wwfmedpo.org

Maghreb Cork Oak Forests

Named after the crystal-clear Paanajärvi lake, 
Paanajärvi National Park encompasses one of the 
biggest “kingdoms of wilderness” in Europe. The 
masters of these forests are the Brown Bear, Wild 
Reindeer, and Wolverine. Many rare bird species 
nest in the park. A favourable microclimate 
promotes an abundance of vegetation. Most of the 
forest in the Park is completely untouched.

Threats: Forestry activities in the neighbouring areas might fragment 
Paanajärvi from other valuable forests.

WWF’s work: PAN Parks Certification: in 1997, WWF founded PAN 
(Protected Area Network) Parks in partnership with the Dutch leisure 
company Molecaten. Tourism is developed in a way to sustain the natural 
heritage. Through this tourism development, the 8 certified PAN Parks 
experience economic benefits and local representatives are expected to 
become the best conservation ambassadors.

Contact: Zoltan Kun,
PAN Parks Foundation, zkun@panparks.org 

Paanajärvi National Park 

The Danube Delta is the second largest wetland in 
Europe and the largest reedbed in the world. It has 
been selected by WWF as one of the world’s 200 
most important regions for biodiversity 
conservation, as it is critically important to a 
number of globally threatened species, including 
the white pelican.  

Threats:  Over-exploitation of species, human engineered changes that 
impede sedimentation (industrialisation, dam-building, irrigation and 
drainage, canalisation, artificial flood protection schemes), and pollution 
from spills and war.

WWF’s work: As part of WWF “Partners for Wetlands” project, the 
Ukrainian Danube Delta project serves as a catalyst to restore wetlands, to 
expand wetland conservation and to promote ecologically sustainable 
development. The Danube Delta is part of the Lower Danube Green 
Corridor, which stretches from the Serb-Romanian border to the Black Sea. 
Established by the governments of Ukraine, Moldova, Romania and 
Bulgaria in 2000 and facilitated by WWF, the LDGC is Europe's most 
ambitious wetland protection and restoration project.

Contact: Christine Bratrich, 
WWF Danube-Carpathian Programme, cbratrich@wwfdcp.org

Danube Delta Caucasus forests cover up to 20% of the South 
Caucasus. They are the most important refuge and 
relict area in West-Eurasia. About 5% of these 
forests are still in a virgin state, and the largest 
pristine forest ecosystems can be found here. 
Mountain forests harbour many endemic and relict 
species of woody plants and herbs and are home to 
rare and endangered animals.

Threats: Unsustainable logging, over-grazing, poor management practice, 
and low institutional capacity. International and domestic demand for timber 
is strong and the region’s markets do not discriminate between sustainable 
and non-sustainable sources.

WWF’s work : The Caucasus has been identified as one of the Earth's 25 
biologically richest and most endangered terrestrial ecoregions by the 
international conservation community. WWF elaborated the strategy for 
forest conservation and sustainable use in the southern Caucasus – 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia. The strategy is aimed at halting forest 
degradation and restoring strategically important forest landscapes to regain 
ecological integrity and enhance human well being. It builds on the 
Ecoregion Conservation Plan developed in partnership with the international 
and national stakeholders. 

Contact: George Sanadiradze,
WWF Caucasus Programme Office, gsanadiradze@wwfcaucasus.ge

Forests of South Caucasus

WWF - Saving Nature
with EU Neighbours

The European Neighbourhood Policy is a new initiative from the European 
Union. It aims to create peaceful borders and stronger ties with Europe’s 
neighbouring countries (Algeria, Armenia, Azerbaidjan, Belarus, Egypt, Georgia, 
Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Moldova, Morocco, the Palestinian Authority, 
Syria, Tunisia, Ukraine).  It does this by offering them a chance to join in a wide 
range of Community programmes and projects already enjoyed by the existing 
25 EU Member States. 

From 2007, the European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument (ENPI) 
will provide financial support for a variety of economic, social and environmental 
programmes within the countries and also across national borders. Even if they 
are not covered by the European Neighbourhood Policy as such, Russia and 
Turkey will beneficiate from the ENPI.

WWF sees this as a major opportunity to achieve the conservation of 
nature on land as well as the oceans, to protect natural resources like 
forests and freshwater and to spread new environmental technologies to 
cut down on wasteful consumption and pollution.

The neighbouring countries bring a wealth of nature and diversity to the 
European Union’s doorstep. Europe’s future development and the neighbouring 
countries’ economies are increasingly joined together. It is in all our interests to 
make sure these relationships prosper on secure environmental and social 
foundations.

This poster highlights the places where WWF is actively involved in the 
neighbouring countries.  Join us in helping to build the future – and leave our 
children a living planet. More details can be found on www.panda.org/epo.

Contact: 
Paloma Agrasot 
WWF European Policy Office (EPO)
Brussels
pagrasot@wwfepo.org
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Types of zones where
WWF is actively involded

Turkey

Participants to the 
European Neighbrouhood Policy

Russia

Countries

This poster aims to illustrate places where WWF is actively 
involved in the neighbouring countries. This list is not exhaustive 
and does not encompass the whole richness of the zones. 
More information is available from our offices.
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