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Note to editor:

* There are 600 rattan species in the world and there are 54 species in this region. Rattan, a
climber from the palm family and a valuable Non-Timber Forest Product, is available in
forests throughout the Greater Mekong region. Its stems are used for a variety of
purposes, including food, shelter and making furniture. Village communities in Laos,
Cambodia and Vietnam rely heavily on the rattan trade, with sales accounting for up to 50
percent of cash income in some rural areas.

*  More than 90 percent of rattan processed in the Greater Mekong originates from natural
forest and is being depleted at an unsustainable rate. This overexploitation threatens an
important source of income - for local people - that decreases incentives to protect forests
from conversion and other unsustainable land uses. www.panda.org/rattan

* About WWF
WWF has a long history of engagement in the region, the organization helped
establish conservation programmes in Thailand in the early 1980's and has been active in
Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam since 1990.
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