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Key Definitions

The Amazon Biome is the
area covered predominantly
by dense moist tropical
forest, but with several
other kinds of vegetation
(savannas, floodplain
forests, grasslands,
swamps, etc.). We need to
try to always refer to the
Amazon biome when using
the term “Amazon” alone or
the term “Pan Amazon”.

The Amazon Basin is the
area drained by the Amazon
River and its tributaries.
Also referred to as the
“Amazon hydrographic
basin” or “Amazon
watershed”.

The Political Amazon is
defined by the Amazon
Cooperation Treaty
Organization (OTCA is the
acronym in Spanish and
Portuguese).

Brazil’s “Legal Amazon”
(Amazonia Legal) is the area
designated by the Brazilian
federal government in 1953
as the official extent of

the Amazon within Brazil,
covering around 5.2 million
km?2, comprising 60% of the
Brazilian territory.
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