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Cover photo: oriental white-eye (Zosterops palpebrosus) 
This small bird (about 8–9 cm long), with yellowish olive 
upper parts, a white eye ring and yellow throat, is feeding 
on the evergreen coral tree (Erythrina stricta).
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Bhutan launched its first nationwide elephant survey in March 
this year. While International Union for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) estimates that there are about 200-500 elephants in 
Bhutan, the country lacks its precise population figure. 

With WWF funding, the survey will determine the population of 
Asian elephants in Bhutan and help understand its habitat status, 
migration and movement. This will further help plan and manage 

Bhutan’S firSt national 
elePhant Survey

FroM The FIeld

Being Smart..
.. about anti-poaching and illegal wildlife trade

The introduction of SMArT (Spatial Monitoring And reporting Tools) patrolling in 
Bhutan’s Protected Areas has enabled park offices to curb poaching and allocate scarce 
resources effectively by identifying areas that are most at risks. Therefore, Bhutan’s ministry 
of Agriculture and Forests has recently issued an executive order to roll out SMArT in all 
the protected areas and territorial divisions. For stories on SMArT: http://www.moaf.gov.
bt/smart-patrol-enforcement-training/ 

human-elephant conflict. 
The survey will also help 
assess threats to the elephant 
from developmental activities 
like road constructions and 
agricultural expansion. 



towardS young 
environmental 
StewardS 
earth hour 2016 

Setting up Dunkhar’s first climate science 
centre

Bhutan joined over 178 countries across the 
world in observing the earth hour - a global 
annual event uniting individuals, communities 
businesses and organizations to take action for 
the future of our planet. In line with this year’s 
earth hour theme – “Shine a light on climate 
action”, the WWF Bhutan focused on raising 
awareness and learning of environmental 
science at an early age. 

With support from the department of hydro-
Met Services, a Climate Science Centre was 
established in dungkhar Primary School, 
lhuntse. The earth hour event in dungkhar, 
a place where Bhutan’s leadership began, 
reinforces Bhutan’s contribution and continued 
leadership in climate action. 

The science centre will allow students to 
measure the daily weather, learn about the 
environment and discuss climate change. The 
centre will also inspire students to explore the 
world around them and to understand how we 
can live in harmony with nature, and build a 
safe, clean and healthy environment.  

“This year’s theme for earth hour is a very 
important one, especially for Bhutan as we are 
located in a region most at risk from climate 
change,” said the Minister of Agriculture and 
Forests, lyonpo Yeshey dorji. “I encourage all 
Bhutanese to participate in this global event 
to share the opportunities and challenges of 
creating a sustainable world,” he said. 

A tree plantation was also organized in 
dungkhar to encourage green initiatives 
such as planting trees that will eventually 
contribute to negating the ill effects of climate 
change and protect watersheds for the well 
being of Bhutan’s environment and green 
economy. 
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Bhutan’s first nationwide snow leopard survey has been conducted. 
This will not only validate the baseline population in Bhutan but also 
help understand ecological distribution and patterns for effective 
management. eventually, this would guide the preparation of a 
much needed country action plan for snow leopard conservation in 
Bhutan and as well as in the region. Bhutan is also the first country 
among the range states to conduct a nationwide survey. The results 
of the survey are expected to be out by June 2016.

Two automatic weather stations were installed in 
Jigme Singye Wangchuck National Park in collaboration with 
the department of hydromet Services. one was installed in a 
higher elevation region ( 3,959 m) and another one in a lower 
valley (1,129 m). The park staff are trained to regularly monitor 
and record the weather parameters. This will help better 
interpret  climate change and meaningfully inform climate 
adaptation measures for the community living in the park and 
further climate change research works.

38 
local 
governmentS 
Benefited from 
climate change 
related training 

193 
farmerS 
Benefitted from 
climate change 
awareneSS 
workShoPS

let’S count our Snow leoPardS!
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caught in the act
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UP-CLOSE - This photograph of the garden lizard (Calotes 
Versicolor), almost resembling the mythical dragon, was taken in 
Bhutan’s Royal Manas National Park. Measuring about 7-inches 
long, the lizard is found in parts of Asia and are usually in shades 
of a dull brown, grey or olive with speckles or bands. These colour 
changes may reflect their moods. During the breeding season, the 
male’s head and shoulders turn bright orange to crimson and his 
throat black.



The government aims to strengthen the 
management effectiveness in its protected 
areas and biological corridors through 
a self-assessment standard tool that is 
not only tailor-made for Bhutan but also 
satisfies the principles of universally 
accepted Management effectiveness 
Tracking Tool (MeTT). Therefore, together 
with equilibrium research (UK) and 
the royal government, WWF funded and 

Bhutan mett+

facilitated two rigorous training 
workshops on a self sustaining 
Me (Management effective) 

South Africa announced 
its first decrease in rhino 

Bhutan for life: on February 19, Bhutan’s 
Prime Minister, lyonchhen Tshering Tobgay, took 
Bhutan’s conservation story to the main stage of Ted 
2016 dream Conference in Vancouver, Canada. he 
highlighted Bhutan for life as the new innovative 
approach to resolve the critical issues endangering 
Bhutan’s natural resources. The Prime Minister called 
for support and invited the world to join Bhutan. The 
Prime Minister also gave a big shout-out to WWF and 
its work in Bhutan and all over the world. View: http://

www.ted.com/talks/tshering_tobgay_this_country_isn_t_just_

carbon_neutral_it_s_carbon_negative

system, most suitable for Bhutan, called the 
“Bhutan MeTT +”. 

The tool will be implemented in all the parks 
and biological corridors in 2016, after the 
government’s recent endorsement to roll 
out MeTT in all the protected areas as a 
significant milestone for the  national parks 
in the country.

wwf gloBal highlightS

poaching since 2007. A Greater one-
horned rhino also found a new home 
in Nepal’s Bardia National Park 
through a successful translocation 
from Chitwan National Park in 
Nepal’s Terai Arc landscape. 

WWF worked with Twentieth Century 
Fox and dreamWorks Animation to 
launch a brand awareness campaign 
for WWF through the launch of the 
film Kung Fu Panda 3. 



a holiStic aPProach to 
manage river BaSinS
WWF, the royal Government of Bhutan 
and Prince Albert II Foundation (PAIIF) 
worked together to develop the first 
Integrated river Basin Management 
(IrBM) Plan for Kulong-chhu sub basin 
in Trashi Yangtse district, eastern Bhutan. 

The management plan, a first of its kind, 
strives to maintain and improve water 
availability and quality of drinking water for 
the local communities. It will also contribute 
to the protection of vital forest covers and 
habitats of birds, mammals and all other life 
forms.

one of the impacts from the IrBM project has been 
the awareness, knowledge and experiences gained 
by the project stakeholders and implementers on 
the river basin management plan development. 

In Brief: This season, fields of more 
than 10 families of monpa 
community will be protected 
through solar fencing. The first 
solar fencing in Jigme Singye 
Wangchuck national Park was 
installed in 2014.

wwf gloBal highlightS

Wetlands conservation milestone, 
Feb 2016: The designation of 
wetlands for conservation with 
WWF support reached over 100 
million hectares worldwide.

100

less than 1% of the world’s water 
is fresh and accessible. Tell global 
leaders to cooperate on freshwater: 
http://bit.ly/1qql1pm 





Why we are here
To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony and nature.

www.wwfbhutan.org.bt

© 1986 Panda symbol WWF – World Wide Fund For Nature (Formerly 
World Wildlife Fund) ® “WWF” is a WWF registered Trademark. 
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