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Cambodia, Phnom Penh, Sept. 4, 2015  – WWF-Cambodia is alarmed at reports in the 
Sept. 1 Phnom Penh Post that the Laos National Assembly has approved the concession 
agreement to begin construction of the Don Sahong Dam while the serious concerns of 
neighbouring Cambodia, Vietnam and Thailand have not been addressed.  
 
The Don Sahong Dam is an ecological time bomb that threatens the food security of millions 
and a population of critically endangered Mekong Irrawaddy dolphins. The dam will have 
negative impacts on the entire Mekong River ecosystem all the way to the Delta in Vietnam. 
The dam is moving forward despite the opposition of neighbouring countries, some of the 
world’s leading scientists, local communities and hundreds of thousands of people who 
signed a petition opposing it. It is still undergoing international mediation as required by 
The Mekong 1995 Agreement.  Meanwhile, an alternative project that would generate about 
the same amount of electricity but with much less damage – the Thako Water Diversion 
Project -- has been ignored with no reasons given.  
 

We ask the Laos Government and the developer – Malaysia’s MegaFirst Corporation Berhad 
– to reconsider this ill-fated decision and wait until further studies on the environmental 
and social impacts and all legal options and requirements under The Mekong 1995 
Agreement have been completed. 
 

### 
 
 
 
 

For further information, please contact: 
 
Mr. UN Chakrey, Communications Manager of WWF-Cambodia 
Tel: (855) 17 234 555 
Email: chakrey.un@wwfgreatermekong.org 
 
 
About WWF (World Wide Fund for Nature) 
WWF is one of the world's largest and most respected independent conservation organisations, with over 
5 million supporters and a global network active in over 100 countries.  WWF's mission is to stop the 
degradation of the earth's natural environment and to build a future in which humans live in harmony 
with nature, by conserving the world's biological diversity, ensuring that the use of renewable natural 
resources is sustainable, and promoting the reduction of pollution and wasteful consumption. 

http://www.cambodia.panda.org/
http://www.panda.org/
mailto:wwfcambodia@wwfgreatermekong.org
mailto:chakrey.un@wwfgreatermekong.org

