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Sustaining the Sweetness
of the Sugar Industry
IMPROVING YIELD,
IMPROVING LIVELIHOODS,
IMPROVING BUSINESS,
REDUCING OUR
FOOTPRINT ON
BIODIVERSITY

Sugarcane cultivation and production is having a detrimental impact on rivers and coral reefs
in Fiji, in particular, the Qawa River in Labasa and the Great Sea Reef, the third longest
barrier reef system in the southern hemisphere. Water pollution from chemicals used in cane
growing, sedimentation through soil erosion, and waste from sugar production, not only
threaten the biodiversity of river systems and coastal areas but the cultures and livelihoods of
communities that rely upon them. Research into climate change impacts suggests that there
will be more challenges for the Fijian sugar industry resulting from increases in the frequency
and intensity of floods, droughts and tropical cyclones. Cane farmers in Fiji are some of the
poorest groups in the country and the situation has been worsening. In addition, increasing
input costs for the sugar industry are not helping the socio-economic situation.

FJD12M LOST IN
SALES NATIONALLY
FROM SOIL LOSSES

FJD24M LOST IN
JANUARY 2009
FLOODS

RURAL POVERTY
INCREASED FROM
40% (2003) TO
43% (2009)

What Are We Doing?
The WWF Sustainable Sugar Programme is part of WWF South Pacific’s natural progression,
focussing on decreasing the human “footprint” or impact on biodiversity. The primary aim
of this programme will work with key stakeholders to transform Fiji’s sugar industry into
a more sustainable model leading to an improved triple bottom line – profit, people and
planet. Supply chain solutions are available, simple, and transformational: Produce and
buy more efficiently.
Working towards Fair Trade certification and potentially Bonsucro certification will link the
Fiji sugar industry to a global market for sustainable trade and investment. In effect, WWF
will help reduce risk and uncertainty through a secure supply chain.

On the ground efforts
WWF is assisting the sugar industry by focussing on global outreach and helping to coordinate the implementation of
better management practices for farming and production.
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Concerted effort is placed on the following areas:
Increasing yield
Improving grower livelihoods
Increasing business income (throughout the supply chain)
Reducing soil erosion
Reducing water pollution
Reducing impacts on the Great Sea Reef
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Call to Action
One in four people in Fiji depend on the sugar industry for their livelihoods. Your contributions to this
programme will go towards improving water quality and reducing the negative impacts on the Great Sea Reef.
Ensuring the protection of the reef will enhance food security and sustainable livelihoods for communities in
the area.
To continue delivering on our goal we need your support. Our commitment to improve the sugar industry
and protect the Great Sea Reef requires approximately FJD300,000 a year. What are the impacts of the
sugar you consume? Any contributions from you or your organisation towards protecting sugarcane farmer
livelihoods, the biodiversity of the Qawa and Labasa rivers, and the Great Sea Reef is greatly welcomed and
appreciated!

www.wwfpacific.org.fj
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Why we are here
To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.

For more information
Please feel free to contact:
WWF South Pacific
Phone: +679 3315533
Vinesh Kumar
vkumar@wwfpacific.org.fj
Patricia Mallam
pmallam@wwfpacific.org.fj

