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The story of

The People’s Orb

“Earth Hour was probably the largest public demonstration on climate change ever. Its aim was to tell every government representative to seal a deal in Copenhagen. The world’s concerned citizens have given the negotiations an additional and very clear mandate.”








- UNFCCC Executive Secretary, Yvo de Boer. 

On 28 March 2009, hundreds of millions of people in over 4000 cities and towns in 88 countries throughout the world voted Earth over Global Warming with their light switch during Earth Hour, an historic action from the global community that sent a resounding message throughout the world –  the time to act on global warming is now.
Inspired by this unprecedented act of global solidarity, The People’s Orb – a shimmering 20cm silver sphere – was commissioned to represent the collaboration of the human spirit against an indiscriminate global threat.
With a 350 gigabyte hard drive at its heart, The People’s Orb will relay to the other side of world downloading an array of digital files en route to Copenhagen for the UN Climate Conference. The People’s Orb will collate the voices, images and action of citizens across the globe, creating a mosaic of human expression calling for our world leaders to take definitive action on climate change.

Though inspired by the events of Earth Hour 2009, The People’s Orb is a totally unbranded symbol of collective spirit and will in fact collaborate the efforts of all major climate campaigns including tcktcktck, 350.org, UNEP, Raise Your Voice, Hopenhagen, the Copenhagen Climate Council, C40, Earth Journalism Awards and Earth Hour’s Vote Earth.
The People’s Orb has already sparked great discussion in social media circles as to what should be included as a representation of the need for climate action. With suggestions ranging from popular culture, with Michael Jackson’s Earth Song, to the provocative, with photos of world leaders’ children and grandchildren, and various inspirational quotes from history, there is no shortage of human interest in this historic document.

In addition to public suggestions, The People’s Orb will contain key climate change reports from the world’s most eminent scientists; thoughts from the world’s great minds extolling the moral imperative of immediate climate action and representation from the leaders of the world’s cities calling for action on climate change.
The People’s Orb will depart Sydney for Brussels in Belgium, in the care of a WWF representative, where it will be board the Climate Express for Copenhagen, a carbon neutral train fuelled by renewable energy, transporting 400 delegates to the UN Climate Conference. Director General of WWF, Jim Leape, will accept the custodial role for this leg of its journey, delivering it to the Danish capital on 7 December for the opening day of the climate talks. 

Showcased at a number of key events throughout the UN Climate Conference, The People’s Orb will remain in Copenhagen as a representation of the planet’s call for immediate action on climate change, continually downloading votes for Earth collected via Vote Earth widgets on websites around the world, along with other digital material. 

At 7pm (CET) on 16 December when the lights go out across the Danish capital for Earth Hour Copenhagen, The People’s Orb will be officially presented to a representative of our world leaders along with the compelling global message it carries –‘the citizens of the world are calling for action on climate change, it’s time for our leaders to listen’. 

The People’s Orb will have space reserved on its hard drive for one final but significant document – a fair, ambitious and binding treaty on how nations deal with climate change. In all, it will house 350 gigabytes of memory; memory of a global voice history will not forget.

About the artist:

The People’s Orb was crafted by a resident Sydney artist who found inspiration from three days in the parched landscape of outback NSW – one of the most effected regions on the planet from global warming. The result is a spectacular representation of the collective will of people across the world; our universal solidarity against the indiscriminate threat of global warming. 
About the launch:

The People’s Orb begins its journey to Copenhagen at Mrs Macquarie’s Chair in Sydney, known to its traditional custodians as Yurong. This picturesque location was chosen for both its representation of the breathtaking natural beauty around the world threatened by climate change and its historical connection to the world’s most ancient culture, revered for their spiritual respect for the planet.
Sydney Lord Mayor, Clover Moore MP and ‘Climate Girl’ Parrys Raines accept the initial responsibility as honorary custodians of The People’s Orb. Respectively they represent the city of Sydney where the journey of The People’s Orb effectively began with the first Earth Hour in 2007, and future generations who will inherit the decisions made by world leaders today. 
www.earthhour.org
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