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WWF’s mission is to stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and to build a future in
which humans live in harmony with nature, by conserving the world’s biological diversity, ensuring
that the use of renewable natural resources is sustainable and promoting the reduction of pollution
and wasteful consumption.
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WWF network to shape EU policies impacting on the European and global environment.
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Foreword

FROM NEW YORK
TO PARIS:
THE YEAR OF BIG
PROMISES
© Lode Saidane / WWF

Geneviève Pons
Director
WWF European Policy
Office

2015 was an extraordinary year
– along with many challenges,
it saw the culmination of major
international negotiations
and unprecedented civil
engagement around the world
on environmental issues.

I believe that 2015 will go down in history as the year in which
the world came together to put us on a path towards sustainable
development and changed the tide on the fight against climate
change. The 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda that was
agreed in New York in September is universal and thus applicable
both in developed and developing countries, including all EU
Member States. The 17 globally agreed Sustainable Development
Goals present us with a unique opportunity to align political
agendas on development, economy and the environment. An
overarching EU strategy is required to achieve this.
Our fight against climate change is part and parcel of sustainable
development. In Paris, a historic international climate agreement
was signed. Moreover, not only did the 196 signatories reiterate
their pledge to limit global temperature rise to 2°C, but, to the
surprise of many observers, they even committed to efforts to keep
it below 1.5°C. Now, the EU needs to do its homework and translate
the Paris climate deal into concrete actions.
Despite these strong international signals, meaningful EU action
is by no means guaranteed and even existing environmental laws
cannot be taken for granted. Instead, the focus of the Juncker
Commission on competitiveness and ‘better regulation’ continues
and with it our fight to stop the roll-back of environmental
protection.
WWF’s efforts to preserve Europe’s most precious natural areas
received unprecedented public backing, with more than 520,000
people joining our NGO’s ‘Nature Alert’ campaign to save the EU’s
Nature Directives. This plea was echoed by 12 EU governments and
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Foreword

«OUR FIGHT AGAINST
CLIMATE CHANGE IS
PART AND PARCEL
OF SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT.»

all the main political parties in the European Parliament. As the
final decision on this is still outstanding, WWF will continue its
campaign across Europe to ensure that the Nature Directives are
saved and that increased political action is taken to deliver better
nature conservation.
Let’s not forget that, as recently as 2013, all EU Member States
adopted their vision for 2050 – for us to “live well, within the
planet’s ecological limit”. WWF shares this long-term vision, but
reaching it requires urgent action today. The momentum built by
last year’s game-changing global deals and civil society engagement
must now be used to put the environment firmly back on a new
political agenda that will make Europe a world leader for nature
and people.

© WWF

Geneviève Pons and CONCORD delegation meeting with Romain Schneider, Luxemburg Minister of Development
Cooperation and Humanitarian Affairs, in New York, September 2015.
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A message from Seamus Jeffreson, CONCORD

FOR PEOPLE AND
PLANET

The world is changing and so are
our respective sectors. We need
to break out of ‘silos’ to achieve
Sustainable Development.

© CONCORD

Last year saw the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, which brought with it a fundamental shift in the
way that we in the development sector must see our work, and
in the language we use to describe it. In fact, I believe that the
international negotiations on the 2030 Sustainable Development
Agenda demonstrated that the ‘development’ and ‘environment’
sectors have so much in common that the distinction between
them seems increasingly blurred.
Seamus Jeffreson
Director
Concord

The Sustainable Development Goals are the glue that binds us
together – they are an expression of the increasing interlinkages
of our issues and work. While environmental concerns might not
always have been at the forefront of development efforts, the SDGs
remind us that the two cannot be decoupled: development reaches
a dead end if natural resources are exhausted, water is polluted and
soil is degraded in the process. Similarly, environmental solutions
can never be successful if peoples’ rights are ignored and their
access to resources denied. Never have our issues and organisations
been so clearly interlinked.
Genuine Sustainable Development requires systemic change to
preserve our planet for future generations and we need to focus
our efforts accordingly. Civil society organisations of all sectors
are increasingly recognising the need to address systemic issues
and realise that these problems are often the root causes of our
respective fields of work: of social injustice and poverty, as well
as environmental degradation and climate change.

CONCORD is the European confederation of relief and development NGOs,
bringing together 28 national associations, 20 international networks and three
associate members that represent over 2,600 NGOs. WWF is an associate member
of CONCORD and very active in several working structures.
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Coffee farmer, in Kasese, Rwenzori Mountains, Uganda at the Forest Landscape Restoration programme
in Rukoki Sub-County

«THE SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT
GOALS ARE THE
GLUE THAT BINDS US
TOGETHER – THEY
ARE AN EXPRESSION
OF THE INCREASING
INTERLINKAGES OF
OUR ISSUES AND
WORK.»

I am delighted that WWF has become an increasingly engaged
and valuable member of CONCORD, contributing technical
expertise and advocacy skills and experience to our work. Together
as development and environment CSOs, we were able to show
a common front to decision-makers and to get our ‘asks’ and
language reflected in the EU’s strong negotiating position for New
York. I believe that we were very successful in pushing for a forward
looking, ambitious agreement.
Our work now moves on from advocating for Sustainable
Development Goals to ensuring that they are implemented both in
the EU and abroad in the spirit in which they were agreed, and that
the ambitions of the Paris Climate Agreement are met. We need to
continue our collaboration to bring about this long-lasting change:
by exchanging, sharing and working together in coalition.
I look forward to an ever closer relationship as we pursue
environmental protection and sustainable development globally.
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CLIMATE & ENERGY
ADVOCATING AMBITIOUS CLIMATE ACTION AND
100% RENEWABLE ENERGY FOR A LOW-CARBON ECONOMY
WWF European Policy Office – Annual Review 2015 page 8
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1.5⁰C goal in Paris Agreement
In December, 196 parties reached a historic international climate deal
to pursue efforts to limit global temperature rise to 1.5⁰C and to review
their climate pledges every five years.

Strengthening EU climate ambition
WWF EPO advocated for a stronger EU negotiating position;
higher EU emissions reductions, energy efficiency and renewable
energy targets; and a more effective ETS.

Highlights for 2015
Actions featured the ‘Climate Boxing Ring’, Earth Hour 2015,
a ‘Climate Tug of War’ and the
COP21 Climate Train!
WWF European Policy Office – Annual Review 2015 page 9

Climate & Energy

COP21:
A MILESTONE
FOR CLIMATE
CHANGE

In December 2015, a historic
international climate deal was
reached in Paris by negotiators
from 196 parties, laying a
foundation for long-term efforts
to fight climate change and to
pursue efforts to limit global
temperature rise to 1.5⁰C.

In preparation for COP21, WWF EPO engaged in intense advocacy
work at EU and national levels, to strengthen the EU’s negotiating
position, and to defend this strong position in Paris in the face of
pressure from other parties and interests. WWF called on the EU to
live up to its responsibility to substantially limit EU emissions, and
to provide finance for climate change adaptation and mitigation to
less developed regions of the world.
In support of our advocacy efforts, WWF EPO carried out a
number of communications activities targeting policy-makers
and the Brussels media. This included a media stunt with other
NGOs in front of the EU Council building in which two rival
camps, representing the fossil fuel and renewable energy sectors,
challenged each other in a ‘Climate Tug of War’ under the gaze of
European leaders. In addition, we organised – often in cooperation
with partner NGOs – several media briefings in preparation for
COP21, to explain the EU’s and key Member States’ roles in the
negotiations and WWF’s ‘asks’, to Brussels journalists, and we
ran a public ‘Tweet Your Leader’ campaign to target European
Commission President Juncker.
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‘Climate Tug of War’ between fossil fuel
and renewable enery sectors

THE COP21 TRAIN TO PARIS
On 28 November, a dedicated train jointly chartered by Thalys
and the UNFCCC, in collaboration with WWF, transported policymakers, climate experts and high-level representatives from the
UN, EU institutions, private sector, NGOs and journalists from
Brussels to Paris to attend the climate negotiations.
Although this event was overshadowed by the terrorist attacks
in Paris less than a fortnight earlier, this special train gave our
invitees the opportunity to exchange views on the solutions to
climate change and the upcoming negotiations. A range of exciting
on-board activities were arranged, such as press interviews,
conferences and exhibitions as well as a speed dating event
organised by WWF.
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THE ROAD THROUGH PARIS
THE CLIMATE AGREEMENT
REACHED IN PARIS WAS A CRITICAL
MILESTONE. HOWEVER, NOW
COMES THE HARDEST LEG OF THE
JOURNEY, AS WORDS NEED TO BE
TURNED INTO URGENT ACTION,
BOTH IN THE EU AND GLOBALLY.

The Kyoto Protocol
comes into force

1997

United Nations
Framework
Convention on
Climate Change

EU ETS launches
the world’s first
international
company-level ‘cap
& trade’ system
for reducing CO2
emissions

2005

2016

EU to work on ETS reform,
implementing the 2030
climate and energy package,
and 2030 targets for
non-ETS sectors

At COP19 in Warsaw,
WWF and other NGOs
walk out in protest
against the lack of
progress and the
excessive influence of
polluting industries
on talks

2013

1992

2009

•	EU agrees new 2020 targets for
renewables, emissions reductions
and energy efficiency (20%20%-20%), and additionally for
non-ETS sectors (10%).
EU directive sets
•	COP15 in Copenhagen fails to
2010 renewable
WWF European Policy Office – Annual Review 2015 page 12
reach a new climate deal
power target of 21%

2001

2011

COP17 in
Durban
requests
that, by 2015,
there must
be an agreed
outcome with
‘legal force’

•	Countries to review their commitments in
line with 1.5-2°C goal
•	IPCC to provide a special report on the
impacts of 1.5°C warming
•	EU ETS ‘Market Stability Reserve’ starts,
temporarily removing surplus allowances

2018

2023
2020

First global stocktake at COP29
and every five years thereafter

Paris Agreement to come
into force – but emissions
need to peak before then!

2015

EU to reach emissions cuts of
80-95%; WWF is calling for a
reduction of at least 95% and
100% renewable energy in the EU

2050

2030

Deadline for the EU
to reach at least 40%
emissions reductions,
at least 27% renewables,
and 27% energy efficiency
(likely to be revised
upwards)

196 parties sign up to a global Paris Agreement that aims to limit
temperature rise to well below 2°C, with a goal of 1.5°C; 186 countries
submit voluntary climate action plans to the UN.
The Paris Agreement incorporates several key WWF priorities:

EMISSIONS

Greenhouse gas emissions should peak “as soon
as possible”. All countries are called upon to develop long-term
low-emission development plans and to update their climate change
efforts every five years in line with the latest science.

FINANCE

Rich countries must provide at least US$100 billion a year
in climate finance by 2020, and more after 2025, to finance the energy
transition, to protect forests and other ecosystems, and to support the
most vulnerable.

FORESTS

All countries need to act to end deforestation and
unsustainable land use, which are responsible for around a quarter
of greenhouse gas emissions.

ECOSYSTEMS

The text highlights the importance of ecosystems,
including – for the first time – the ocean, in climate mitigation and
adaptation, and loss and WWF
damage.
European Policy Office – Annual Review 2015 page 13

Climate & Energy

CLIMATE
& ENERGY
LEGISLATION
FOR 2030

In order to avoid the worse
consequences of climate
change, we need to limit global
temperature rise to well below
2°C or even better 1.5°C.
Both of these goals are
now embedded in the Paris
Agreement.

For the EU to deliver on its international commitments, it needs to
increase its own climate ambition and WWF demands that the EU
and its Member States build on the Paris foundations in order to
put Europe on a 100% renewable energy pathway. The excuse that
Europe is acting alone on climate change is no longer valid.
WWF advocates higher EU emissions reductions targets for 2030,
an upward revision of the EU’s 2030 energy efficiency target,
a meaningful reform of the EU Emissions Trading Scheme and
an ambitious renewable energy target for 2030.

EU EMISSIONS TRADING SCHEME: KNOCK OUT THE TOXIC TONNES!
In July 2015, the European Parliament voted in favour of the
establishment of a Market Stability Reserve to address the problem
of a gigantic surplus of pollution permits, as a first step in a reform
of the EU’s Emissions Trading System (ETS). WWF EPO worked
hard together with other partner NGOs to help secure this result.
This included a media stunt featuring a ‘Climate Boxing Ring’ in
front of the European Parliament, where we	 invited MEPs to knock
out the ‘Toxic Tonnes’ of the EU’s ETS.
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EARTH HOUR 2015 SUPPORTED
BY TOP EU LEADERS
The WWF’s Earth Hour campaign is the biggest
global movement to save the planet, supported
by millions of people around the world. In 2015,
the year of the COP21 climate negotiations, Earth
Hour focused on fighting climate change. The campaign received a
huge amount of support from European leaders, sending a powerful
message for action to protect our planet.

Martin Schulz, President
of the European
Parliament

European Parliament President Martin Schulz, along with 110
MEPs, European Commission Vice President Maroš Šefčovič, EU
Climate Commissioner Miguel Arias Cañete, EU Environment
Commissioner Karmenu Vella, and EU Development Commissioner
Neven Mimica all joined Earth Hour 2015.

END COAL
Current EU policies do not provide clear signals for the energy
sector to move away from the worst pollutants such as coal
and lignite, both in terms of CO2 emissions and air pollution.
This is why WWF supports the introduction of an Emissions
Performance Standard – a cap on emissions above a certain
level – to complement the EU Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS)
and supports the strengthening of air quality policies such as the
Industrial Emissions Directive (IED) and the National Emission
Ceilings (NEC) Directive.
We have also worked to end public financing for coal overseas and,
in November 2015, the OECD agreed to curb 87% of public support
for coal plant exports, which represents an estimated 2.7 billion
US$ per year.
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NATURAL RESOURCES
GIVING NATURE A VOICE IN EUROPE FOR PROTECTING BIODIVERSITY,
ENHANCING NATURAL CAPITAL AND IMPROVING HUMAN WELLBEING
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520,325 supporters

The #NatureAlert campaign to save the EU’s Nature Directives was supported
by more than half a million people across Europe.

Nature conservation works!

18% of EU land is protected by EU nature laws and many endangered species,
such as the wolf, lynx and white-tailed eagle, have made a come-back.

Tackling illegal fishing

The EU is the world’s largest importer of seafood products –
we are working to ensure no illegally caught fish ends up on our plates!
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Natural Resources

KEEP NATURE
ALIVE!
WWF CAMPAIGN

In 2015, the EU laws protecting
our nature were at the centre of
a heated political debate and of a
public advocacy campaign led by
WWF and a large ‘Nature Alert’
NGO coalition. The campaign
mobilised half a million people
to stand up for the EU’s nature.

© WWF

In 2015, the new President of the European Commission,
Jean-Claude Juncker, initiated an evaluation of the effectiveness
of the EU Birds and Habitats Directives, with the idea of
potentially merging them into a ‘more modern piece of legislation’.
WWF and other NGOs recognised this as a move likely to weaken
a long-established and successful EU legal framework for nature
protection.
These EU’s Nature Directives are recognised as one of the most
successful and modern tools in the world to protect nature. Thanks
to them, Europe now has the world’s biggest network of protected
areas, Natura 2000, covering about one fifth of Europe’s land and
6% of its marine sites. Iconic species such as the wolf, the brown
bear, the white-tailed eagle, the Iberian lynx and the loggerhead sea
turtle, which had been on the brink of extinction, are now making
come-backs and recovering in many parts of Europe.
However, the laws that protect them have come under threat.
Therefore, in 2015, WWF EPO and over 15 EU national offices
launched the ‘Keep Nature Alive’ campaign to stop the European
Commission’s plan to open up the EU’s Nature Directives.

© Wild Wonders of Europe / Konrad Wothe / WWF
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Nature campaigners handing 500,000+ signatures to EU Environment Commissioner Karmenu Vella.

The Nature Alert coalition that WWF was part of mobilised over
520,000 citizens to respond to the European Commission’s public
consultation – an unprecedented and record figure in the history
of the EU! The massive participation sent a strong signal to the
European Commission and Member States and generated a huge
amount of momentum. Highly effective advocacy work in the
EU Member States helped to create an alliance of 12 progressive
governments asking the European Commission not to revise the
EU’s Nature Directives, which was subsequently supported by an
overwhelming majority of Members of the European Parliament.
As part of the ‘Keep Nature Alive’ campaign, in December
2015 WWF recognised the achievements of the 1992 Habitats
Directive by awarding its ‘founders’ – Stanley Johnson, Henriette
Bastrup-Birk, Claus Stuffmann and Hemmo Muntingh – with
WWF’s Leaders for a Living Planet Award. The ceremony was
part of a high-level ministerial debate hosted by the Luxembourg
Presidency of the EU on nature conservation policies.
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Natural Resources

A VOICE
FOR NATURE
IN EUROPE

We all depend on nature for our
survival and wellbeing and yet
we are not protecting it enough.
The latest assessment by the
European Environment Agency
(EEA) shows that 60% of species
and 77% of habitats of European
importance are at risk.

BIODIVERSITY
Despite the dire status of Europe’s nature, the European
Commission has started a procedure (‘Fitness check’) which
threatens the current level of protection of species and habitats in
Europe. In 2015, WWF systematically argued against a weakening
of the EU’s Nature Directives and demonstrated that they are fit for
purpose (see p. 18-19) and provided evidence that, when properly
implemented, they contribute effectively to the protection of nature
on land and in the sea.

FORESTS

60%

OF EUROPE’S
SPECIES AND
77% OF HABITATS
ARE AT RISK

Forests host biodiversity and also provide food, shelter, fuel and a
source of income to a billion people. But we are cutting down trees
faster than they can grow. Illegal logging accounts for 15 to 30% of
global forest production. Tackling the illegal timber trade within
the EU has therefore long been one of WWF’s main priorities.
In 2015, we used the opportunity of the review of the EU Timber
Regulation (EUTR) to campaign for its effective implementation
across all Member States and for full coverage of all timber
products – including those major product groups (such as printed
materials, seating and musical instruments) that are not currently
covered in the regulation.
72 timber companies and trade associations also supported a
stronger EUTR, signing a public statement which was presented to
the EU Environment Commissioner Vella at a WWF reception with
MEPs, national representatives and NGOs.
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Autumn colours on Rydal Water, Lake district, UK

FRESHWATER
Over the last five years water has risen to the top of the global
economic agenda; climate change and steadily growing demand for
food and energy are putting increasing pressure on natural water
systems, both globally and in Europe. The EU Water Framework
Directive (WFD) is the right tool to manage this challenge.
However, its 2015 goal of ‘good water status’ was not met.
New River Basin Management Plans (2016-2021) represent a
critical opportunity to correct this. In 2015, WWF worked on
improving WFD implementation, including through the new
planning cycle. With a new joint WWF European water action
plan in the making, we aim to address the main drivers of water
ecosystem degradation effectively in the years to come.

OCEANS AND ILLEGAL FISHING

70%

OF OUR PLANET’S
SURFACE IS COVERED
BY OCEANS

Oceans and seas cover more than 70% of the surface of our planet,
with far more species living in the oceans than on land. The marine
environment provides livelihoods and food for hundreds of millions
of people. But the world’s oceans and seas are under severe strain
from overfishing, illegal fishing as well as climate change and
pollution. Thanks to funding from the Oceans 5 foundation,
WWF has, together with Oceana, Pew and the Environmental
Justice Foundation, established an NGO coalition working to fight
Illegal, Unregulated and Unreported (IUU) fishing. The coalition
is advocating for Europe to put a stop to illegal fishing not only
amongst its own fleets but to block illegal fish coming into the EU
from countries outside the EU.
WWF European Policy Office – Annual Review 2015 page 21
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SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT
WORKING WITH THE EU AS A GLOBAL PLAYER TO PROMOTE
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AT HOME AND ABROAD
17 Sustainable Development Goals

The international 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda aims to tackle
environmental, social and economic challenges such as climate change,
inequality, unsustainable production and biodiversity loss.

50% of global development aid

The EU provides more than half of all global development aid as well as finance
for climate mitigation and adaptation in developing countries. Integrating
environmental sustainability in EU development policies is essential.

€ 20 m EU funding for WWF

WWF EPO helped the WWF network access EU funding opportunities,
securing 20 million EUR during this financial year for environment projects
across the world.
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Sustainable Development

THE 2030
SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT
AGENDA

The adoption of the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development
at the UN in September 2015
was truly a watershed moment.
The deal is ‘universal’ and it has
the potential to fundamentally
transform Europe’s model of
development.

Governments negotiated a global agreement which tackles the root
causes of environmental degradation, poverty and social injustice
and addresses global challenges in such a way that the economic,
environmental and social dimensions are all taken into account.
In addition, the 2030 Agenda is universal, meaning that all
countries are responsible for implementing of the 17 goals.
These goals touch every aspect of our lives, from health, food
and jobs to equity and peace, all within a healthy planet. The EU
will contribute to the global efforts to achieve the sustainable
development goals and has also committed to implementation
at home. This presents a real opportunity to transform Europe’s
model of development towards a new era of sustainable
development for the benefit of our well-being, prosperity and
our natural environment.

WWF’S WORK ON THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS
WWF advocated a universal post-2015 sustainable development
agenda designed to eradicate extreme poverty, to ensure
sustainable development and to protect our planet to which all
countries would be accountable. At European level, the WWF
worked to ensure that the EU was taking a strong stance in the
negotiations. We have been calling for environmental protection to
be embedded in all economic, social and political decision-making.
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Sustainable Development

In order to ensure robust implementation of the 2030 Agenda in
Europe, WWF is advocating an overarching strategy at EU level
which embraces the key principles of the Agenda, such as the
recognition of development within planetary boundaries and the
importance of leaving no one behind, as well as the implementation
of the 17 Sustainable Development goals within the EU and
internationally.

© Yoshi Shimizu / WWF-Canon

Women cutting grass, Khata, Nepal

WWF European Policy Office – Annual Review 2015 page 25

WWF European Policy Office – Annual Review 2015 page 26

WWF European Policy Office – Annual Review 2015 page 27

Sustainable Development

PROMOTING
SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT
GLOBALLY

The availability of natural
resources, a stable climate,
fresh water and clean air are
essential for poverty eradication
and to ensure that there are
development options for future
generations. EU development
programmes, policies and
funding can have environmental
impacts in the developing world.

EUROPEAN YEAR FOR DEVELOPMENT 2015
WWF engaged in the European Year for Development to
demonstrate how social and environmental issues are closely
interlinked and called for solutions that benefit both people and
the planet.
During the year, WWF reached out to European citizens, published
a number of articles and stories and engaged in various events
to draw attention to the importance of preserving our planet for
sustainable development. We also organised a panel debate during
the European Development Days to share experiences about
greening our financial system to support the transition towards
sustainable economies.

ACCESSING EU FUNDS
WWF EPO regularly informs the WWF network about EU funding
opportunities, improves the capacity of offices to access these funds
and supports them in EU project management and implementation.
During this financial year, 20 million EUR were thus secured for
environment projects across the world.
WWF Turkey, with €1.2 million of EU funds, is working with
local partners in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Albania, Montenegro
and Serbia to help civil society advocate improvements in
environmental decision-making and legislative processes and
to strengthen transparency and public engagement.
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White rhinoceros; Lake Nakuru National Park, Kenya

In the Amazon, WWF is working with other partners to strengthen
the system of protected areas. The programme, which is supported
by the EU with €5 million of funding, aims to increase the
resilience of ecosystems vis-à-vis the effects of climate change,
thereby benefitting biodiversity, communities, indigenous peoples
and local economies across the region.

WILDLIFE TRAFFICKING
Wildlife trafficking is now one of the most profitable transnational
criminal activities globally, and poaching has reached
unprecedented levels. The EU is both a major destination and a
transit point in the global wildlife trade but poor implementation
of the existing EU regulations in some Member States leaves EU
borders porous to illegal activities.

30,000

ELEPHANTS ARE
POACHED EACH YEAR
IN AFRICA FOR THEIR
IVORY

WWF has therefore called for the adoption of an EU Action Plan
against Wildlife Trafficking which would recognise the need for a
coherent approach to tackling wildlife crime both inside the EU
and externally.
The European Commission’s publication of a roadmap in August
2015 was a great success and a milestone in the fight against
wildlife crime. It indicated the Commission’s intention to follow
this up with an EU Action Plan against Wildlife Trafficking, which
was welcomed by WWF.
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Sustainable Economies

SUSTAINABLE
ECONOMIES

For WWF, sustainable European
economies are resilient
economies that provide a better
quality of life for all within the
ecological limits of the planet.

A new economic path towards sustainability is both a necessity and
a huge opportunity for Europe. The systemic crisis we face – with
growing environmental damage, unemployment and inequalities,
financial and economic instability – requires a new development
paradigm. Exploiting opportunities by ensuring a rapid transition
to sustainable economies has the potential to be this new
paradigm but requires bold leadership and strong commitment
to action – notably through a new 2030 European Strategy putting
Sustainable Development Goals at its core.

FIVE STEPS TO SUSTAINABLE EUROPEAN ECONOMIES
STEP 2

STEP 3

Climate and energy

Resource efficiency
and management

+

+

• Achieve the energy
efficiency target by
2020;
• Aim to achieve:
40% energy efficiency; 45% renewables and 55%
emissions reductions by 2030;
• Reform the carbon
market to reach
adequate carbon
prices.

• Set up a 2030
resource efficiency
target;
• Value and protect
our natural capital;
• Produce sustainably (using less
resources);
• Consume sustainably (eating less
resources).

Fiscal and financial
system

€

¥

STEP 1

$

STEP 4

STEP 5

Renewed international leadership

Connect all steps
into a new strategic
vision for Europe to
2050

+

• Stop environmentally
harmful subsidies;
• Tax the bads not the
goods (environmental
taxes);
• Devote more EU
budget to sustainable
investments;
• Refocus public finance
(like EIB) on sustainable economies;
• Make private finance
support a real and
sustainable economy

+
• Support a new global
vision for post-2015
Sustainable Development Goals;
• Scale up public
financing for global
public goods;
• Ensure coherence
between non-aid policies and development
goals;
• Ensure corporate reporting and accountability.
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SUSTAINABLE
EUROPEAN
ECONOMIES

=

• Set up an overarching 2050
EU goal linking the planet’s
resources with people’s
wellbeing
• Review EU’s 2020 strategy
including resource efficiency
target and prepare the EU
2030 strategy;
• Set up five cross-cutting
policies for: eco-innovation,
green jobs, green public
procurement, beyond GDP
measurement and consumer empowerment.

Better quality
of life for all
within the
ecological
limits of one
planet

Sustainable Economies

SUSTAINABLE FINANCE
Finance is a critical cog of our whole economic system. WWF’s
long-term goal is to shift investments and capital flows in a way
that is consistent with sustainable economic activities. Such a shift
includes both mobilising financial support for sustainable economic
activities and penalising malpractice or harmful activities.
Despite the regulatory effort following the financial crisis, the EU
has not yet built a comprehensive and integrated fiscal and financial
framework enabling the achievement of sustainability policy targets
through adequate financial support.
WWF advocates a situation in which such a framework includes
three complementary areas:

20
MILLION
JOBS

SUSTAINABLE
ECONOMIES CAN
BRING HUGE ECONOMIC
BENEFITS AND PROVIDE
UP TO 20 MILLION JOBS
BY 2020*

•T
 axation and subsidies: End environmentally harmful
subsidies, including in the EU budget, and undertake
environmental fiscal reform in Member States to “tax the bads
not the goods”.
•R
 efocus public spending on sustainable economies:
Whether in the form of loans, grants, guarantees or equity,
public financial institutions, including the European Investment
Bank and the Juncker Investment Plan, should be first movers
setting stringent standards.
•M
 ake private finance support real and sustainable
economies: Private finance also needs to be mobilised on a large
scale. The G20 or the Central Bank of England now raise the risk
of massive financial losses from climate change impacts for
investors. EU private financial regulations need to mainstream
sustainability requirements to assess, disclose and mitigate risks
– notably the Capital Markets Union, the Commission’s flagship
initiative.

* European Commission estimate
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OUR DONORS,
PARTNERS &
ALLIES
WWF
NETWORK

FOUNDATIONS

BUSINESS ALLIANCES

EUROPEAN
COMMISSION

CIVIL SOCIETY

The success of WWF’s policy
work at EU level depends
on funding for our critical
programmes, a coordinated and
supportive network and key
stakeholder alliances.

Throughout the year, many WWF offices provided WWF EPO with
their expertise and advocacy support. Fourteen offices contributed
financially to our office. This support makes it possible to operate,
make a real impact in Brussels and to help address issues raised
by millions of WWF supporters around Europe and the world.
WWF EPO is supported both financially and in terms of policy
development by major foundations. We are grateful for the
continued support from the European Climate Foundation,
the MAVA Foundation, Oceans 5 and the Paul M. Angell Family
Foundation.
Our effectiveness is enhanced by our cooperation with leading
business groups willing to join us in building common advocacy
positions. For example WWF has worked with the Association for
Beverage Cartons and the Environment (ACE) for the past nine
years, a major player in the beverage carton industry.
We continued to receive an operational grant from the European
Commission through the LIFE Programme. We also received
project funding via LIFE, Horizon 2020, and the Norwegian
Agency for Development Cooperation (Norad).
WWF EPO works with other organisations in various alliances:
In the Green 10 coalition of the ten biggest European environmental NGOs in Brussels; as the only green NGO of CONCORD,
the European confederation of development NGOs; as a member of
the Climate Action Network (CAN) Europe, working on climate and
energy issues; and as a member of the European Habitats Forum
(EHF), bringing together nature conservation organisations on
EU biodiversity policy.
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FINANCIALS
Income
WWF network

€ 1,859,201

51%

€ 588,127

16%

€ 87,445

2%

Foundations

€ 957,543

26%

Business

€ 150,000

4%

€ 3,642,316

100%

Leadership & Coordination

€356,055

10%

Administration

€369,432

10%

Climate Change & Energy

€951,859

26%

Sustainable Development & EU Financing

€405,855

11%

€1,190,012

33%

Green Economy

€204,159

6%

Reserve

€164,944

5%

€ 3,642,316

100%

European Union
Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (NORAD)

Total
Expenditure

Natural Resources

Total

Note: Percentages might not total 100% due to rounding.

Business
4%
WWF network
51%
Foundations
26%

Green
Economy
6%

Reserve
5%

Natural
Resources
33%

NORAD
2%
European Union
16%

Sustainable
Development
& EU Financing
11%

Leadership &
Coordination
10%
Administration
10%

Climate Change
& Energy
26%
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2016: NOW
IS THE TIME
TO DELIVER

2015 has put the environment
and sustainability at the heart of
international political agendas. In
2016, this needs to be translated
into meaningful and lasting
action.

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
AGENDA IN EUROPE
In order to meet the internationally agreed Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) in Europe, WWF is calling for a clear
and ambitious overarching EU strategy to implement the 2030
Agenda. All aspects of EU policy – from trade to agriculture to
finance – will be affected, and EU decision-makers must take
urgent concrete steps to meet this challenge. WWF will continue to
advocate for the Sustainable Development Agenda to be put at the
heart of EU policy-making. The litmus test will be the upcoming
EU 2030 Strategy, which should show how the Sustainable
Development Goals will be reflected across EU policy areas and
align those policy areas around the internationally agreed goals.

TRANSLATING THE PARIS CLIMATE AGREEMENT
INTO AMBITIOUS EU ACTION
The Paris Agreement was a milestone in the international fight
against climate change and this was underpinned by massive public
support behind climate action. But the job is not done. Every one
of the 196 signatory parties (including the EU) must now work to
strengthen the actions triggered by this agreement and secure a
path that would limit warming to well below 2°C, working towards
1.5°C.
The EU and its 28 Member States must now roll up their sleeves
and deliver on their international commitments by increasing the
level of ambition on current greenhouse gas emission reduction
levels. To achieve this, WWF will continue to advocate higher
2030 emissions reductions targets, a revision of the 2030 energy
efficiency target, a meaningful reform of the EU Emissions
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Trading Scheme and an ambitious renewable energy target for
2030. We want to accelerate the energy transition in Europe
and to achieve our vision of reaching 100% renewable energy by
2050, which is a necessary condition for cutting greenhouse gas
emissions by 95% and limiting global warming to well below 2°C.

MAINTAINING ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS
With the European Commission focussing on ‘jobs and growth’
through short-term and unsustainable solutions, policy-makers
are at risk of ignoring the strategic value of nature as the
backbone of our economy and wellbeing. Without healthy natural
resources, no society or economy can thrive. Safeguarding our
natural capital is therefore paramount to ensuring our health and
future prosperity.
WWF will build on the success of its Keep Nature Alive campaign
to continue advocating the preservation of Europe’s natural
heritage. In 2016, a public and advocacy campaign will be carried
out across the whole of Europe to ensure that the European
Commission and national environment ministers take a final
decision to maintain the EU’s Nature Directives alongside
urgent action to fully implement them and put in place adequate
policies to tackle the main drivers of biodiversity loss, such as
unsustainable agriculture and fisheries, effectively.

© Peter Trimming
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THE WWF EUROPEAN POLICY OFFICE TEAM

OPERATIONS
DALE CHADWICK
Operations
Director

FLORENCE MOUNÉ

Office & HR Manager

LAURENCE JACQUES

DENIS PORTAELS

Finance Officer

IT Administrator

AUDREY GUEUDET

SARAH AZAU

DAREK URBANIAK

SAM VAN DEN PLAS

COMMUNICATION
ANGELIKA PULLEN

Communications
Director

STEFANIA CAMPOGIANNI

Senior Communications
& Media Officer

Senior Communications Communications & Media
& Media Officer,
Officer, Climate & Energy
Climate & Energy
(maternity cover)

CLIMATE & ENERGY
IMKE LÜBBEKE

Head of Unit,
Climate & Energy

ALEXANDER MASON

Senior Renewable
Energy Policy Officer

Energy Policy Officer

Policy Officer
Climate & Energy

NATURAL RESOURCES
ANDREAS BAUMÜLLER
Head of Unit,
Natural Resources

ANKE SCHULMEISTER

Senior Forest Policy
Officer

MARTINA MLINARIC

Senior Policy Officer,
Biodiversity & Water

ERIK GERRITSEN

Policy Officer,
Biodiversity & Water

DEVELOPMENT & FINANCING
SALLY NICHOLSON

Head of Unit,
Development Policy
& Finance

EMILIE VAN DER HENST

EU Development Policy
& Funding Officer
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MARGHERITA SOLCA

EU Development Policy
& Funding Officer

TATIANA LAMBIN

Development Policy &
Finance Policy Officer

LEADERSHIP
GENEVIÈVE PONS

ANDREA KOHL

Director

DIANA RUBINI

Receptionist/
Office Assistant

Deputy Director &
Programme Director

JEAN SHEARN

Director’s
Personal Assistant

PUBLIC AFFAIRS
KARMEN SPILJAK

Web & Social Media
Officer

ARIANNA VITALI

Policy Officer for Energy
Conservation

FLORENCE DANTHINE
Communications
Assistant

ADAM WHITE

Research Coordinator,
Climate & Energy

TYCHO VANDERMAESEN
Public Affairs
Officer

REBECCA HUMPHRIES
Public Affairs
Assistant

LEIA ACHAMPONG

Network Outreach
Officer

MARINE & FISHERIES
SABIEN LEEMANS

ROBERTO FERRIGNO

RITA SANTOS

ESZTER HIDAS

Policy Coordinator,
Biodiversity

Head of Unit,
EU Marine Policy
(interim)

Senior Policy Officer,
Marine & Fisheries

Policy Officer,
Illegal Fishing

SÉBASTIEN GODINOT

JAN VANDERMOSTEN

LISE DEVAUX

JULIA LINARES

SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIES
Economist

Policy Officer
Sustainable Finance

Green Economy &
Natural Resources
Assistant

Sustainable Energy
Investment Assistant

STEPHAN SINGER

EVELYNE PARCA

MILAN KOOIJMAN

GUIDO BROEKHOVEN

HOSTED UNITS
Director, Global Energy
Policy, Global Climate &
Energy Initiative

Hub administrator,
Global Climate &
Energy Initiative

Climate Savers
Coordinator

Regional Manager,
China - Policy
Africa Office – Annual Review 2015 page 37
WWF European
Trade Initiative

WWF OFFICES IN EUROPE
Country

Office

Website

Social Media

AUSTRIA

WWF-Austria

wwf.at

facebook.com/WWFOesterreich
@wwfaustria

WWF Danube-Carpathian Programme
Office

panda.org/dcpo

facebook.com/WWFCEE
@WWFCEE

WWF-Belgium

wwf.be

facebook.com/WWF.be
@WWF_Belgique

WWF European Policy Office

wwf.eu

@WWFEU

BULGARIA

WWF-Bulgaria

wwf.bg

facebook.com/WWFBulgaria
@wwf_bulgaria

CROATIA

WWF-Adria

adria.panda.org

facebook.com/wwfadria

DENMARK

WWF-Denmark

wwf.dk

facebook.com/WWFdk
@WWFdk

FINLAND

WWF-Finland

wwf.fi

facebook.com/wwfsuomi
@WWFSuomi

FRANCE

WWF-France

wwf.fr

facebook.com/WWFFrance
@WWFFrance

GEORGIA

WWF-Caucasus

panda.org/caucasus

GERMANY

WWF-Germany

wwf.de

facebook.com/wwfde
@wwf_deutschland

GREECE

WWF-Greece

wwf.gr

facebook.com/WWFGreece
@WWF_Greece

HUNGARY

WWF-Hungary

wwf.hu

facebook.com/wwfhungary

ITALY

WWF-Italy

wwf.it

facebook.com/wwfitalia
@wwfitalia

BELGIUM

WWF Mediterranean Programme Office

mediterranean.panda.org

@WWFMed

LATVIA

Pausales Dabas Fonds

pdf.lv

facebook.com/PasaulesDabasFonds

NETHERLANDS

WWF-Netherlands

wnf.nl

facebook.com/wereldnatuurfonds
@wnfnederland

NORWAY

WWF-Norway

wwf.no

facebook.com/WWFNorge
@WWFNorge
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Country

Office

Website

Social Media

POLAND

WWF-Poland

wwf.pl

facebook.com/WWFpl
@WWF_Polska

PORTUGAL

WWF-Portugal

wwf.pt

facebook.com/portugalWWF
@WWF_Portugal

ROMANIA

WWF-Romania

romania.panda.org

facebook.com/WWFRomania
@wwf_romania

RUSSIA

WWF-Russia

wwf.ru

facebook.com/wwfRU
@wwfRu

SERBIA

WWF-Serbia

wwf.rs

facebook.com/WWFSerbia
@WWFSerbia

SLOVAKIA

WWF-Slovakia

slovakia.panda.org

facebook.com/wwfslovakia
@wwfslovakia

SPAIN

WWF-Spain

wwf.es

facebook.com/WWFEspana
@WWFespana

SWEDEN

WWF-Sweden

wwf.se

facebook.com/VarldsnaturfondenWWF
@WWFSverige

WWF Baltic Ecoregion Programme

panda.org/baltic

WWF-Switzerland

wwf.ch

facebook.com/WWFSuisse
@WWF_Schweiz

WWF International

panda.org

facebook.com/WWF
@wwf

TURKEY

WWF-Turkey

wwf.org.tr

facebook.com/wwfturkiye
@wwf_turkiye

UKRAINE

WWF-Ukraine

panda.org/uk

facebook.com/wwfukraine
@WWF_Ukraine

UK

WWF-UK

wwf.org.uk

facebook.com/WWFUnitedKingdom
@wwf_uk

WWF-Scotland

wwf.org.uk/scotland

facebook.com/WWFScotland
@WWFScotland

WWF-Wales

wwf.org.uk/wales

facebook.com/WWFCymruWales
@WWFCymru

SWITZERLAND
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RECYCLED

1989
WWF European Policy Office
was founded in Brussels in 1989

80%
Up to 80% of national
environmental legislation is
decided by the EU

3.5+ Million
27 countries

WWF has over 3.5 million
Why we are here
supporters in Europe
To WWF
stop the
degradation
of the planet’s natural environment and
is present
in
to build
a futureininEurope
which humans live in harmony and nature.
27 countries

© 1986 Panda symbol WWF – World Wide Fund For Nature (Formerly World Wildlife Fund)
® “WWF” is a WWF Registered Trademark.
WWF European Policy Office, 168 avenue de Tervurenlaan, Box 20, 1150 Brussels, Belgium
Tel. +32 2 743 88 00. For contact details and further information, please visit our website at www.wwf.eu

WWF.EU

wwf.eu

EU

Why we are here
To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.
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