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WWF
DANUBE-CARPATHIAN
PROGRAMME
For people and nature in the
Green Heart of Europe

Here in Pirin National Park, a UNESCO
World Heritage site protected by EU,
national and international legislation, the
Bulgarian government has decided to open
48% of the park to infrastructure development.
People’s livelihoods and local wildlife as well as
the rule of law are in jeopardy. To date, 125,000
people and dozens of organisations from Bulgaria
and across the world have joined WWF to stop this from
happening. Together, we are stronger.

RELATED RESOURCES
Green Heart of Europe
Pirin National Park
P
 irin Petition
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WE’RE CREATING SOLUTIONS TO THE
MOST SERIOUS CONSERVATION CHALLENGES
FACING OUR REGION AND PLANET, HELPING
PEOPLE AND NATURE TO THRIVE.

RELATED RESOURCES
WWF Danube-Carpathian Programme

TWENTY YEARS
IN THE GREEN
HEART OF EUROPE
In 2018 the WWF Danube-Carpathian
Programme will turn twenty. Much has
changed over the past two decades – in the
region, globally and at WWF.
The
Danube-Carpathian
Programme
was
established in 1998 to lead and coordinate WWF’s
efforts to promote conservation and sustainable
development in the globally important twin
ecoregions, the “Green Heart of Europe”.
WWF-DCP played an important role in developing
bold initiatives for nature conservation and
facilitated their realisation. In 2000, supported
by WWF, the governments of Romania, Bulgaria,
Ukraine and Moldova committed to protecting and
restoring wetland areas along the lower 1000 km
of the Danube. The Danube-Carpathian Summit,
convened by the Romanian government a year
later with support from WWF, brought together
eight heads of state from the region and led to the
establishment of the Convention for the Protection
and Sustainable Development of the Carpathian
Mountains.
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In the run-up to the accession of many countries of
the region to the European Union, WWF played a
significant role in supporting countries to prepare
for key EU legislation and policies related to nature
conservation, water and rural development.
WWF-DCP has worked tirelessly since then to
secure practical implementation of this ambitious
legislation. We have worked with forest owners and
managers, companies and authorities to promote
responsible forest management and to preserve
our greatest forest treasures and the multitude of
ecosystem goods and services that they provide. We
have worked with local stakeholders, governments
and authorities as well as with companies to restore
and conserve the wetland areas which we depend
on for fish nurseries, clean water, biodiversity and
recreation. And we have worked with protected
area managers and local communities to harness
nature conservation for local development.
Throughout, WWF-DCP has worked in collaboration
and cooperation with a wide range of partners and
supporters.

Andreas Beckmann
Regional Director
WWF Danube-Carpathian Programme

TOGETHER POSSIBLE
Although we have achieved much for conservation in
the region over the past twenty years, the challenges
facing us, from climate change to biodiversity loss,
are becoming more acute.
The natural treasures on which we depend – that
provide us with essential goods and services,
from timber and fish to clean water and climate
regulation, and the essential “green infrastructure”
that secure our livelihoods and well-being – are
still under threat. How we make decisions in our
societies and the participation of civil society in
that decision-making has in many respects become
more difficult. But there are also signs of progress
and hope, for example in the ongoing energy
revolution and in the advent of a new generation of
social and economic entrepreneurs.

There are no easy solutions to the challenges we
face. But for us at WWF, two things are clear.
We know that to be successful in creating a fair and
thriving future for people and nature, we will all
need to work together – across countries, sectors,
organisations and individuals. And in doing so, we
believe we will achieve real solutions for our natural
environment, the basis for our lives and livelihoods,
and for the way we interact and govern ourselves.
We know that this is possible. Over the last twenty
years, time and again, we have seen how by coming
together we can find solutions – and doing so,
improve our communities and societies.
We at WWF are convinced that together,
everything is possible.
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OUR VISION

WE HAVE COME
A LONG WAY
NOW IT IS TIME
TO GO FURTHER

Our vision is that people live in harmony with nature

region’s greatest wetland, forest and wilderness areas is
conserved and enhanced; that the region’s ecosystems
are healthy and resilient, providing goods and services
for people and nature; and that citizens value nature as
a basis for the prosperity of their community.

TO ACHIEVE OUR VISION, WE FOCUS ON FOUR STRATEGIC APPROACHES
EACH CONTRIBUTING TO THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS.
ENSURE SUITABLE
GOVERNANCE FRAMEWORK
FOR SAFEGUARDING
NATURAL CAPITAL

BUILD PUBLIC SUPPORT
FOR SAFEGUARDING
NATURAL CAPITAL AND
SUPPORTING GREEN
ECONOMIES

PROMOTE FINANCIAL
REWARD MECHANISMS
THAT ENABLE SUSTAINABLE
LAND USE AND NATURE
CONSERVATION

SAFEGUARD NATURAL
CAPITAL AND ECOSYSTEM
SERVICES IN THE GREEN
HEART OF EUROPE

OUR REGIONAL EFFORTS CONTRIBUTE TO
WWF’S GLOBAL GOALS FOR:

TOGETHER POSSIBLE

• Wildlife: by maintaining and improving habitats
and landscapes of Danube sturgeon and the
large carnivore species brown bear, lynx and
wolf. We will also coordinate WWF´s sturgeon
conservation efforts globally.

These results would not have been possible without the collaboration of
a wide range of partners from the private, non-profit and public sectors,
and the trust and support of so many committed individuals in and
outside the region (see page 19 for the past year’s supporters). Initial
support came from WWF-International and other WWF organisations,
and over the past twenty years, a growing number of companies,
organisations and individuals have contributed their expertise, time
and resources to bring to life WWF’s vision for people and nature in
the Danube-Carpathian region. We are grateful for their support and
proud of their trust.
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Irene Lucius
Regional Conservation
Director, WWF-DCP

in the “Green Heart of Europe”: that biodiversity in the

For the past two decades, the WWF Danube-Carpathian Programme
has developed from a small hub office in Vienna into a complex
organisation with 130 staff and a strong presence across six countries
of Central and South-Eastern Europe. Over this period, WWF-DCP has
made real and measurable contributions to conserving and restoring
many of the region’s outstanding wetland areas; to the preservation and
sustainable management of many of Europe’s greatest remaining forest
areas; to conserving wildlife in the region, including sturgeon and large
carnivores; and to implementing EU and international legislation on
nature conservation and sustainable development.

Now it is time to take the next step. WWF-DCP will further evolve into
WWF Central and Eastern Europe (“WWF CEE”): an organisation even
more deeply anchored in the societal fabric of this very special region.
By June 2019, the organisation will be governed by an independent
board of directors drawn from the region. With the same passion and
expertise that has fuelled our efforts over the past twenty years, and in
collaboration with our partners, WWF CEE will be even better geared
to make a difference to the future of people and nature in the region.

OUR GOAL IS TO SAFEGUARD
NATURAL CAPITAL AND ECOSYSTEM
SERVICES IN THE GREEN HEART
OF EUROPE FOR THE BENEFIT OF
PEOPLE AND NATURE.

• Forests: by effectively protecting and conserving
the region´s natural forests and improving forest
management practices.
• Freshwater: by increasing protection of
freshwater habitats, demonstrating the value of
good management and restoration of freshwater
habitats for people and nature, and maintaining
the hydrological integrity of the most important
rivers of the region.

Jean-Paul Paddack
Executive Director
Network Development,
WWF International

RELATED RESOURCES
Green Heart of Europe

Freshwater

Large carnivore species

Climate and Energy

Sturgeon conservation

Finance

Forests

Markets

• Climate and Energy: by increasing resilience of
forest and freshwater ecosystems to the impacts of
climate change and aligning EU and other public
funding streams to WWF´s climate objectives.
• Finance: by influencing public finance policies
and decisions to integrate natural capital solutions
and decrease harmful investments.
• Markets: by helping to provide sustainable
nature-based livelihoods in our priority
conservation areas through access to investment
and markets.
• Governance: by reducing corruption and
environmental
crime
and
strengthening
integrated sustainable development decisionmaking and implementation, particularly related
to infrastructure.
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The Danube river basin encompasses many of Europe’s most valuable rivers
and wetlands, including the globally important Danube Delta and Lower
Danube as well as the Mura-Drava-Danube freshwater ecosystem – “Europe’s
Amazon”. Approximately 80 percent of the wetlands of the Danube and its
main tributaries have been lost over the last century and a half, and with
them nurseries for fish and critical ecosystem goods and services. As a result,
once plentiful fish stocks have plummeted. Encouragingly, over the past
two decades we have seen a transformation in the way wetlands and water
resources are valued. Supported by EU legislation, Danube governments have
committed themselves not only to conserve but also to restore wetland areas,
and are exploring possibilities to make dams passable for fish migration.
WWF has been an active advocate and partner in these efforts. Over the past
two decades, we have promoted and actively driven forward implementation
of wetland conservation as well as restoration. We have facilitated and
supported government initiatives, including the Lower Danube Green
Corridor and the Mura-Drava-Danube Biosphere Reserve, and worked with
local communities, land owners and users, and authorities to restore 30
wetland areas. We have also worked with governments and stakeholders to
identify solutions for improving navigation and hydropower in ways that do
not harm our freshwater treasures.

OUR GOAL IS TO PROTECT
AND RESTORE THE RIVERS AND
WETLANDS THAT SUSTAIN
PEOPLE AND NATURE.
Laurice Ereifej
Regional Freshwater Lead
WWF-DCP

FRESHWATER

Last year, we continued our practical fieldwork to restore and manage
floodplains for the benefit of nature and people. With the support of The CocaCola Foundation and the EU LIFE programme, nine restoration projects in
six countries are ongoing or already completed. Among the results in 2017
are 32 ha of wetlands restored at Siroki Rit in Serbia and 120 km of river
connectivity restored in Bulgaria. An important step toward upscaling such
efforts was a basin-wide project for flood risk mitigation through floodplain
restoration that WWF developed with water management authorities and
other stakeholders.

30 NUMBER OF WETLAND
RESTORATION PROJECTS
ONGOING OR COMPLETED

© ALEXANDER IVANOV

WWF continued to play a leading role in facilitating trans-boundary
cooperation between the five countries involved in establishing the MuraDrava-Danube Transboundary Biosphere Reserve (currently 810,000 ha
designated as UNESCO Biosphere Reserve in Hungary, Croatia, Serbia and
79,400 ha still to be designated in Austria and Slovenia).

RELATED RESOURCES
Freshwater

Hydropower

 anube river basin encompasses many
D
of Europe’s most valuable rivers and
wetlands

We continued our practical fieldwork

Lower Danube Green Corridor

Siroki Rit in Serbia

Mura-Drava-Danube Biosphere Reserve

 ura-Drava-Danube Transboundary
M
Biosphere

Improving navigation
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32 HA OF WETLANDS AND
120 KM OF RIVERS
RESTORED IN 2017

 he Coca-Cola Foundation and the EU
T
LIFE programme
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FORESTS

OUR GOAL IS TO PRESERVE THE
VALUABLE FOREST AREAS IN OUR
REGION THAT ARE VITAL FOR PEOPLE,
BIODIVERSITY AND CLIMATE.
Sorin Ionut Banciu
Regional Forest Lead
WWF-DCP

• 130,000 ha of old growth and virgin forests protected to date
• 4.6 million ha of forests FSC certified – a third of forests in our region
Our region has many of Europe’s greatest
remaining forest treasures. Unfortunately, many
of our virgin and old growth forests have already
been lost. Others are threatened by felling for
wood and energy as well as by fragmentation from
infrastructure development.
There has been progress over the past two decades.
Many of the most valuable forest areas have been
brought under protection. At least a third of the
forests in our region are responsibly managed.
Illegal logging – still a major problem – is in the
focus of public attention.
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Our efforts to promote sustainable forest
management practices focused on improving
the quality of forest certification standards and
certification processes while maintaining the
total certified area, which reached 4.6 million ha.
Our work focused on developing new National
Standards in Bulgaria, Romania and Ukraine
according to newly approved FSC guidelines. As
part of our efforts to address illegal logging, we
organised volunteer patrols and monitoring with
drones and also contributed to the development of
risk assessments for Romania, Bulgaria, Slovakia
and Ukraine.
We continued training relevant stakeholders, forest
managers, and companies in forest certification
processes, and also published a manual for
stakeholder
engagement.
Our
continuing

cooperation with IKEA and Mondi, which have
made significant commitments to sustainable
sourcing of wood, has provided the market pull
needed to encourage many producers in the region
to improve their management approaches.

©MIRCEA STRUTEANU

A major achievement was the
adoption for the first time in
Romania of legislation ensuring
compensation for private forest
owners for use restrictions in
protected areas.

Our goal is to conserve all old growth and virgin
forests across our region. By the end of 2017, we had
identified more than 230,000 ha of old growth and
virgin forests in Bulgaria, Ukraine, Romania and
Slovakia, of which 130,000 ha are already formally
protected. The Law on Protection of Virgin Forests
signed by Ukrainian President Poroshenko in
September 2017 responds to commitments under
the Carpathian Convention and WWF criteria and
indicators. Another major achievement was the
inclusion of 24,680 ha of forests in Romania and
5,470 ha of forests in Ukraine to the UNESCO
World Heritage Site “Ancient and Primeval Beech
Forests for the Carpathians and Other Regions of
Europe”.

RELATED RESOURCES
Forests

Carpathian Convention

Forest treasures

UNESCO World Heritage Site

Carpatian Old-Growht Forests

New National Standards in Bulgaria

The Law on Protection of Virgin Forest

O rganised volunteer patrols
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OUR GOAL IS TO SECURE
VIABLE POPULATIONS OF
STURGEONS IN THE DANUBE AND
KEY TRIBUTARIES.
Jutta Jahrl
Project Manager
Danube Sturgeons

Sturgeon survived the dinosaurs, and for many centuries were an important source of food
and livelihoods for communities up the Danube as far as Germany. But now they teeter on
the edge of extinction. There is hope that we can still pull these remarkable fish back from
the edge. Danube governments have made strong commitments to preserve the species,
including fishing bans, conservation of spawning areas and even efforts to make the Iron
Gates dams passable for sturgeon migration, a move that would significantly expand
upstream habitats and spawning areas.
WWF has played a central role in promoting, facilitating and implementing such measures,
working closely with relevant authorities, scientists, conservationists and fisher communities
across different countries of our region. In May 2017 in Odessa, WWF-DCP organised a
meeting of relevant authorities, experts and environmental groups from Ukraine and
Romania dedicated to the protection of wild sturgeon – the first such high-level meeting in
forty years. The meeting led to synchronising the sturgeon fishing bans of the two countries.

STURGEONS

© NATUREPL COM/FREI/ARCO/WWF-CANON

5 OF THE 6

DANUBE STURGEON SPECIES ARE
CRITICALLY ENDANGERED. A GLOBAL PRIORITY
SPECIES FOR WWF, STURGEON SURVIVED THE END
OF THE DINOSAURS BUT NOW TEETER ON THE
BRINK OF EXTINCTION.

Within the framework of the EU-funded LIFE for Danube Sturgeons project, we also
made significant contributions to implementing conservation measures. A new initiative,
“Sturgeon Watchers”, launched in July 2017 by WWF-DCP with students of the Odessa
University of Ecology and the Kherson Agriculture University, trains and coordinates
volunteers to monitor sturgeon populations and poaching. In Bulgaria, we trained fishermen
to monitor sturgeon habitats, while sturgeon advocates met with fisher communities around
the Danube in Romania, Bulgaria, Ukraine and Serbia and on the Bulgarian Black Sea
coast, laying the basis for future cooperation for conservation and generation of alternative
income sources.
In 2017, our sturgeon conservation efforts went global as WWF-DCP led the development
of a global Sturgeon Strategy for the WWF Network. The strategy, which brings together
the efforts of 13 WWF offices across three continents, was officially launched at the 8th
International Symposium on Sturgeons in September 2017 in Vienna.
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RELATED RESOURCES
Sturgeons

LIFE for Danube Sturgeons project

Promoting measures

Sturgeon Watchers

 turgeon meeting of relevant
S
authorities in Odessa

Global Sturgeon Strategy
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10,500

NUMBER OF BEARS ARE
ESTIMATED TO LIVE IN
CENTRAL AND SOUTHEASTERN EUROPE

LARGE
CARNIVORES
Our region is a bastion for large carnivores, home to
over a third of the continent’s population of brown
bears, wolves and lynx outside of Russia. They play
an important role in landscapes as linchpins for
ecosystems as well as being culturally significant.
But these populations are threatened, in particular
by the fragmentation of their habitats from
infrastructure development and by hunting.

WWF has stepped up its efforts to conserve large
carnivores in recent years. Much of our work in
2017 focused on addressing habitat fragmentation
and degradation. Under the aegis of the Carpathian
Convention and in cooperation with relevant
authorities and stakeholders from across the region,
we developed a major initiative to address conflicts
between nature conservation and transportation
infrastructure.
Large carnivore management remained a major
focus for our work particularly in Romania. We
lobbied intensively to maintain the ban on large
carnivore trophy hunting and to stop dangerous
Page 12

45%

OF THE EUROPEAN
POPULATION OF BROWN
BEARS ARE LIVING IN THE
DANUBE-CARPATHIAN
REGION

OUR GOAL IS TO MAINTAIN OR RESTORE VIABLE
POPULATIONS OF LARGE CARNIVORES, INCLUDING BROWN
BEAR, EURASIAN LYNX AND GREY WOLF, AS AN INTEGRAL
PART OF NATURAL ECOSYSTEMS AND LANDSCAPES.
Cristian-Remus Papp
Wildlife and Landscape Manager

legislative initiatives for hunting large carnivores,
including a mandatory annual quota. With
FACE, the European Federation of Associations
for Hunting and Conservation, we organised an
international workshop that brought together
different stakeholders to discuss how to improve
management and cooperation.
In 2017, we also began contributing to an important
EU-funded project, “Improving human coexistence
with large carnivores in Europe through
communication and transboundary cooperation”.
The project, which is being implemented across
17 European countries including Romania,
Hungary, Slovakia and Ukraine, seeks to improve
transboundary cooperation and population level
management of large carnivores as well as address
conflicts between humans and large carnivores.

RELATED RESOURCES
Large Carnivores

Brown bears

Wolves

Lynx

L egislative initiatives for hunting large carnivores in Romania
I mproving human coexistence with large carnivores in Europe
project
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OUR AIM IS TO ENSURE THAT FINANCE AND
MARKETS SUPPORT COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT,
NATURE CONSERVATION AND THE MOVE TO A
LOW-CARBON, CIRCULAR ECONOMY.

OUR AIM IS TO ENSURE SUITABLE
GOVERNANCE FRAMEWORKS FOR
SAFEGUARDING NATURAL CAPITAL AND
PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT.
Ana-Maria Seman
Regional Policy Coordinator

GOVERNANCE

Since the fall of the Iron Curtain, the countries of
our region have developed a set of relatively strong
and progressive governance frameworks. They
include key international and especially EU policies
and legislation as well as regional frameworks,
particularly the International Commission for the
Protection of the Danube River, the Convention for
the Protection and Sustainable Development of the
Carpathian Mountains and the EU Strategy for the
Danube Region.

Virtually all of WWF’s work in Central and SouthEastern Europe is related to these policies and
legislation. After years supporting the development
of policies and legislation, the challenge at this point
is ensuring the implementation of commitments
already agreed – making sure what is on paper is put
into practice.

© A. BECKMANN
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In October 2017, Carpathian governments
endorsed WWF positions on key issues, including
protection for old growth forests, integrated
transport planning and a new emphasis on the
conservation of large carnivores.

In response, we shifted our approach and sought to
engage and mobilise support from new partners and
supporters. In Ukraine, we mobilised volunteers to
monitor illegal logging. Working with a variety of
partners, we led or supported a number of advocacy
campaigns across the region, including in response
to threats from hydropower plants on the Mura River
in Slovenia, the Hron River in Slovakia and the Jiu
Valley in Romania. With regard to the latter case, we
won court proceedings that found that construction
of a hydropower plant on the Jiu River was illegal
– an important precedent for the development of
further such plants, which without careful siting and
planning can easily create more harm than good.
Our advocacy also helped keep ecological corridors
for wildlife a focus for development of the DevaLugoj motorway in Romania, despite efforts of the
new government to remove them. In Ukraine, WWF
alerted local communities to the potential impact of
the planned Dniester hydropower cascade; as a result,
the communities removed the hydropower project
from their regional strategies, while the European
Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD)
decided against investing in the project.

RELATED RESOURCES

FINANCE AND MARKETS
For conservation to be successful over the longterm, it must respond to the needs and desires
of local people. For this reason, much of WWF’s
conservation work is coupled with and in many cases
predicated on the promotion of local livelihoods –
from developing tourism in Maramures in Romania
to helping high nature value farmers to market
their products in Bulgaria or assisting Hungarian
towns to become energy independent. In 2016, the
European Commission awarded WWF-DCP and its
Bulgarian partners the “Socio-Economic Benefits
Award” for the best European project addressing
economic development in protected areas.
Our challenge is to upscale these efforts. Toward this
objective, in 2017 we embarked on the ambitious
LENA project, which will promote opportunities
for economic development in eleven protected
areas in seven countries. The EU-funded project
includes training for 120 Danube tour guides, the
introduction of the FairWild plant standard, and
promotion of local brands. By developing and
replicating such business models, we will put a
spotlight on successful enterprises which can serve
as ambassadors for nature-based livelihoods and
conservation.
EU funding, which is instrumental for promoting
nature conservation, resource efficiency and
addressing climate change in our region, also
continued to be a major focus for our work. Within
our region, we worked with governments and other

stakeholders in the monitoring committees and
public consultations related to current and future EU
funding instruments. We also continued supporting
the Romanian and Bulgarian governments in
mapping and assessing ecosystem services
(MAES) and accounting for natural capital, both in
government and private financial transactions and
investment decisions. Such accounting is required
of all EU member states and should be significant
for the next generation of EU funding instruments.
Unfortunately, we also had to devote significant time
and energy to rear-guard actions against efforts by
governments in Hungary and Bulgaria to weaken
environmental protection, to redirect funding away
from conservation priorities and to restrict funding
for civil society.
© WWF-DCP

This has not gotten easier. From black PR campaigns
against WWF and other groups in Bulgaria to
restrictive legislation for non-profits in Hungary,

there has been a marked trend toward shrinking of
civic space in Central and Eastern Europe. At the
same time, much of the media in our region continues
to be driven by political or economic interests that
control access and messaging.

Apostol Dyankov
Regional Green Economy Lead

With Swiss support, WWF invested
in conserving traditional breeds and
local livelihoods.

RELATED RESOURCES

Mobilised volunteers

Finance and markets

Mura river threats

Hungarian towns

Hron river threats

LENA project

Jiu valley threats

MAES
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ORPHAN BEARS
RETURN TO
THE WILD
In 2017, WWF organised a successful
crowdfunding campaign for a bear orphanage
in the Hasmas Mountains in central Romania –
the only such facility in Europe where bears are
raised for release back into the wild.

THE REHABILITATION CENTER FOR ORPHAN
BEARS IS THE ONLY CHANCE THAT ABANDONED
OR ORPHANED BROWN BEAR CUBS HAVE AT A
NORMAL LIFE IN THE WILDERNESS.

Leonardo Bereczky, who established the
orphanage, keeps contact with humans to a
minimum, feeding the cubs seasonal food using
drones and letting them learn together the skills
their mothers would teach them.
© LEONARDO BEREZSKY

Gabriel Galgoczy
Senior Communications Officer,
WWF Romania

RELATED RESOURCES
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Orphan bears return to the wild

Over 100 bears have been successfully released
to the wild in the past decade. Facing a funding
shortfall, the orphanage was at risk of closing. But
thanks to private donations from Romania and
abroad, the facility remains open with plans for
further development. http://wwf.ro/bearbrother
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RELATED RESOURCES
Earth Hour 2017
Facebook friends
Receiving our e-bulletins
Pirin Campaign
C
 alling on the Bulgarian
Prime Minister
Forest Watch

MOBILISING SUPPORT
The Pirin Campaign served to shine a spotlight on
Bulgaria and our region, with significant coverage
from international media, including The New York
Times, The Guardian and Al Jazeera. Over 125,000
people from Bulgaria and beyond have signed a
WWF petition calling on the Bulgarian Prime
Minister to protect the World Heritage Site.
In Ukraine, we expanded our work with ca 2000
volunteers. They include members of Forest Watch,
a group of volunteers trained and coordinated by
WWF to identify cases of illegal logging.
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From its establishment, the WWF DanubeCarpathian Programme has represented a collective
effort with strong support from many partners. Our
WWF Network partners from Austria, Belgium,
Germany, Netherlands and Sweden have supported
us not only financially, but also worked closely with
us to address issues from illegal logging to wetland
restoration and ecological connectivity. The WWF
European Policy Office has supported our engagement
with EU institutions, while WWF Adria has been
instrumental for realising our vision of a five-country
Mura-Drava-Danube biosphere reserve.

The substantial support that we receive from the public
sector reflects our strong involvement in implementing
EU and national policies and legislation. Many of our
private sector partnerships go beyond philanthropic
relationships to address common objectives for
conservation or sustainable resource use. A good
example is our long-term cooperation with IKEA,
the global furniture retailer, which is focused on
promoting sustainable forest management – not least
to help the company meet its ambitious targets related
to sustainable sourcing of wood.

INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS FROM PEOPLE IN OUR REGION ARE INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT
NOT ONLY FOR THEIR FINANCIAL BUT ALSO AND ESPECIALLY THEIR MORAL SUPPORT.

Earth Hour 2017:
350 cities and towns in Bulgaria, Hungary,
Romania, Slovakia and Ukraine participated
in Earth Hour, the largest global event for
environmental action.

We made progress in our longer-term efforts to
engage and mobilise people across our region. We
currently have over 550,000 people with whom we
are in regular contact (e.g. as Facebook friends or
receiving our e-bulletins).

PARTNERS AND SUPPORTERS

549,019

NUMBER OF PEOPLE WITH
WHOM WWF-DCP IS IN
REGULAR CONTACT

81 MILLION

TOTAL IMPRESSIONS ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

2000

11,762

NUMBER OF REGULAR
VOLUNTEERS IN UKRAINE

TOTAL MEDIA HITS

IN 2017

THE FOLLOWING PROVIDED FINANCIAL
SUPPORT TO WWF-DCPO IN FY2017:
(1 JULY 2016-30 JUNE 2017)

PUBLIC SECTOR DONORS

CORPORATE PARTNERS

above €250,001 - European Commission, Swiss
Cohesion Funds, Norwegian Cohesion Funds
€100,001 to 250,000 – World Bank
€25,001 to 100,000 – US Forest Service
up to €25,000 – GIZ, UNDP

above €250,001 – The Coca-Cola Foundation, IKEA
(via WWF-Sweden)
€100,001 to €250,000 – Apple Inc.
€25,001 to 100,000 – Mondi, Bricostore Romania
SA, Carrefour, Garanti Bank Romania
up to €25,000 – Telekom Romania Mobile
Communications, Manotel, Explore Travel SRL, Lidl,
Morshinska, Bel Group, Yves Rocher, ALD, Ilcsi

FOUNDATIONS AND NON-PROFIT DONORS
€100,001 to 250,000 – Rewilding Europe
Foundation
€25,001 to 100,000 – Deutsche Bundesstiftung
Umwelt, MAVA Foundation, Environmental
Partnership Foundation Romania
up to €25,000 – Foundation for Civil Society
Development - Romania, Michael Otto Stiftung,
Erste Foundation, Earthsight

OTHER WWF OFFICES
above €250,000 - WWF Belgium
€100,001 to 250,000 – WWF Austria, WWF
Germany, WWF International, WWF Netherlands
€25,001 to 100,000 – WWF Switzerland, WWF US
Up to €25,000 – WWF UK

OVER 14,000 INDIVIDUALS €544 000 – IN HUNGARY, BULGARIA AND ROMANIA
* Please go to

WWW.PANDA.ORG/DCPO for our corporate partnerships report
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EYES ON
THE FOREST
Illegal logging is a major challenge in our region, threatening the loss not only
of outstanding forest treasures but also millions of euros of public revenue.
The problem is complex, with no easy solutions. In response, WWF has been
working on policy and legislation, but also supporting practical enforcement
and implementation, including with the use of drones and satellite technology.
In Ukraine, WWF’s ForestWatch programme trains volunteers to monitor
forest areas and alert relevant authorities to any cases of illegal logging that
they encounter.

FINANCIALS
Consolidated results for WWF-DCP in FY2017 (1 July 2016-30 June 2017),
Including results for WWF-DCP, WWF-Hungary, WWF-Romania, WWF-Bulgaria

INCOME

Other
0%
Individuals
9%

‘000 of EUR

WWF Network
EU and other public sector donors
Foundations
Corporations
Individuals
Other

TOTAL

1 250
2 549
67
1 572
544
12

5 994

21%
43%
1%
26%
9%
0%

Corporations
26%

100%
Foundations
1%

EXPENSES
‘000 of EUR

Forestry
1 471
Freshwater
503
Climate & Energy
124
Wildlife
670
Governance, Finance, Markets 1 245
Fundraising
393
Management, Office &
849
Administration, Communciations
Hosted staff
171

TOTAL

5 426

Surplus including project carry-overs

WWF Network
21%

27%
9%
2%
12%
23%
7%
16%

Hosted staff
3%
Management
16%

EU and other
43%

Forestry
27%

Fundraising
7%

Freshwater
9%

3%

100%
568

Governance
23%

Climate & Energy
2%
Wildlife
12%

RELATED RESOURCES
Forest Watch programme
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OUR TEAM

WWF Danube-Carpathian Programme (WWF-DCP)
WWF Adria (supported by WWF-DCP)
1

Partner organisations

in 2017

OUR BOARD

OUR TEAM

Maria Boulos (Chair)
Jean-Paul Paddack

130 staff (86 conservation, 16 fundraising, 27
management and operations)

Donna Lusti

10 offices in 6 countries

OUR WWF SHAREHOLDERS
WWF Austria
WWF Belgium
WWF European Policy Office
WWF Germany
WWF Netherlands
WWF Poland
WWF Sweden

OUR REGIONAL MANAGEMENT
Andreas Beckmann,
Managing Director
Irene Lucius,
Regional Conservation Director
Angelika Beranek,
Regional Operations Director

WWF national offices, field offices and outposted staff (Full-Time Equivalent)

CONTACTS
WWF Danube - Carpathian
Programme –
panda.org/dcpo
WWF-Bulgaria –

wwf.bg

WWF-Hungary –

wwf.hu

WWF-Romania –

wwf.ro

WWF in Slovakia –

slovakia.panda.org

WWF in Ukraine –

panda.org/uk

WWF-Adria –
WWF in Serbia –

adria.panda.org
wwf.rs

Vesselina Kavrakova,
Bulgaria Country Director

UKRAINE

5

SLOVAKIA

AUSTRIA

Katalin Sarkadi,
Regional Marketing and Fundraising Director
Dr Orieta Hulea,
Romania Country Director

10

CZECHIA

6

4
21

Alena Tarasova,
Ukraine Country Coordinator
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1

1

ROMAINA

SLOVENIA

10

6
BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINA

29

SERBIA

Katalin Sipos,
Hungary Country Director
Dr Miroslava Cierna-Plassmann,
Slovakia Country Coordinator

MOLDOVA

4

HUNGARY

1

31
BULGARIA

MACEDONIA

ALBANIA
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WWF-DCP IN NUMBERS

100%

RECYCLED

20

ANNUAL REVIEW 2017

130

WWF-DCP has
130 staff

WWF-DCP is
20 years old

500 000+
WWF has over 500,000
supporters and
followers in Central and
Southeastern Europe

7

DCP

WWF-DCP is active in
7 countries in Central
and Southeastern
Europe
Working to sustain the natural
world for people and wildlife

TM

panda.org
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