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Apa Sherpa on Everest for 20th time - fighting against climate change 
Kathmandu, Nepal – WWF Climate Ambassador and world-record holding mountaineer Apa Sherpa took his climate crusade to the top of the world yet again by unfurling a Climate Change message as he reached the Everest summit for a record 20th time this morning at 8:34 am local time.

The banner carried by Apa Sherpa read “YOU HEARD OUR VOICE, NOW RAISE YOURS – WE CAN STOP CLIMATE CHANGE IN THE HIMALAYAS”. Last year, during his 19th Everest ascent, Apa had carried another banner to the Summit warning the world of the dangerous impacts of Climate Change in the Himalayas. Following that event, Apa, who is also the SAARC Goodwill Ambassador for Climate Change, and fellow Climate Ambassador Dawa Steven Sherpa were actively engaged in the WWF-led Climate for Life Campaign, which led to the Himalayas getting significant attention in the Global Climate Debate
 “In 2009, the world gave us massive support when we were involved with Climate for Life with WWF and we are thankful for that support and encouragement; however after Copenhagen, we have felt there is an even greater need to take action against Climate Change now. The fight must continue,” said Dawa Steven Sherpa, from the Everest Base Camp.
Apa carried the Banner during the Eco Everest Expedition, which is led by Dawa Steven Sherpa, a two-time Everest Summiteer. 

The event is a part of WWF’s Climate for Life Campaign which extensively raised the issue of the impacts of Climate Change in the Himalayas in the run upto Copenhagen COP 15 Summit. The Campaign managed to reach out to a large mass of people in Nepal and beyond with a compelling voice for global action with powerful events - such as having Rt. Hon. Prime Minister of Nepal present rocks from the Everest Summit to US President Barack Obama and UK Prime Minister Gordon Brown.

“The admirable efforts of Ambassadors like Apa Sherpa truly help in highlighting the human face of the impacts of Climate Change. Such strong voices from vulnerable communities have gone a long way in helping WWF take these messages to the world leaders in a powerful way,” said Tom Dillon, Senior Vice-President, WWF-US.

For further information:

Trishna Thapa, Marketing Officer, WWF Nepal, T: +977 1 4434820 ext 012, 
E: trishna.thapa@wwfnepal.org 
Notes to the editor:

A video of world record mountaineer Apa Sherpa at Base Camp, photos of Apa Sherpa before the pre-Summit push and archive photos of him at other Climate for Life events are available upon request.
Dawa Sherpa, the Expedition Leader, can be reached for interviews at the Everest Base Camp. Satellite phone numbers are 00870772223518 and 008821687710381. He speaks fluent English.
Photos showing Apa Sherpa at the summit and a short video message will be made available when the expedition returns to Everest Base Camp, presumably on 24 May.

About WWF
WWF is one of the world's largest and most respected independent conservation organizations, with almost 5 million supporters and a global network active in over 100 countries.  WWF's mission is to stop the degradation of the earth's natural environment and to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature, by conserving the world's biological diversity, ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is sustainable, and promoting the reduction of pollution and wasteful consumption.
About Climate for Life

Climate for Life is a Campaign spearheaded by WWF Nepal to raise the profile of the Himalayas in the global climate debate in collaboration with Government of Nepal, its development partners, and a large number of non-profit and private organizations. Starting with Apa Sherpa sending a Climate Change message from the top of the world, the Campaign has reached out to a large mass of people in Nepal and beyond with a compelling voice for global action with powerful events - such as having Rt. Hon. Prime Minister of Nepal present rocks from the Everest Summit to US President Barack Obama and UK Prime Minister Gordon Brown to collecting petitions against climate injustice from 200,000 Nepali youth which was handed over to UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon.

About Eco Everest Expedition

The Eco Everest Expedition organized by Asian Trekking focuses on climbing in an eco-sensitive manner, bringing old garbage and all human waste produced on the mountain down to base camp for proper disposal, and using highly successful alternative energy solutions during the climb.

www.wwfnepal.org and www.climate4life.org for latest news and media resources

