
 
 

 

 

 

          
 

Background Note 2 December 2016   

 
WWF asks of the RSPO and other stakeholders in the 
palm oil industry  
 
WWF supports and recognises the achievements of the RSPO since it was founded in 2004. As a multi-
stakeholder body utilising independent third-party verification as a basis for its certification scheme, the RSPO 
is the only initiative within the palm oil industry that has the size and influence to achieve true and lasting 
sector wide change that will result in sustainable palm oil becoming the industry norm.  The RSPO Principles 
and Criteria (P&Cs) already have strong safeguards in place to ensure fair working conditions, yet the 
standard and its implementation still need to improve in certain aspects including (but not limited to) the 
following: 
 
Improvement of the RSPO standard:  WWF calls for a further strengthening of the RSPO standard. As 
referenced in the Amnesty International report, the RSPO NEXT voluntary best-practice add-on already 
addresses some of the shortfalls in the current RSPO P&Cs, helping to ensure greater respect for human 
rights for those companies that implement it. Meanwhile, the Palm Oil Innovation Group (POIG), of which 
WWF is a member, recently published a document highlighting improvements that could be adopted by the 
industry and RSPO to uphold workers’ rights and break the link between palm oil and exploitation of labour, 
including better auditing by RSPO assessors of social requirements. WWF supports both the RSPO NEXT 
and POIG, and urges that the improvements highlighted by these initiatives be incorporated into the next 
review of the P&Cs which will take place in 2017.  
 
Strengthening of the accreditation process by certification bodies:  The P&Cs will only be able to 
transform the industry if they are implemented robustly. The RSPO Assurance Task Force continues to work 
on improving the effectiveness of checks on compliance to the RSPO standard. There are also initiatives 
to improve the competence of the certification bodies that assess RSPO member companies and to increase 
the oversight of those bodies by ASI, the independent third party company tasked with assessing the 
certification bodies. These efforts should be supported by all stakeholders. 
 
Moving to segregated supply chain models for Certified Sustainable Palm Oil (CSPO:  The RSPO book 
& claim and mass balance supply chain options may still allow unsustainable palm oil to be traded. WWF 
urges companies that buy palm oil to move from those supply chain models to the segregated and identity 
preserved supply chain models. 

 
WWF considers that the RSPO is an integral part of the solution to mainstreaming sustainable practices in the 
palm oil industry.  All stakeholders need to play their part in contributing to the end of environmental 
degradation and human rights abuses related to palm oil production. The industry should adopt RSPO 
principles as widely as possible, strengthen the RSPO standard by incorporating the best practices of RSPO 
NEXT and POIG, and work collectively to strengthen the independent third-party verification process. Palm oil 
buyers need to move to segregated and identity preserved supply chains as soon as possible. NGOs and the 
industry need to collaborate in constructive platforms for sustainability innovation in the palm oil industry that 
build on the RSPO, such as POIG, in which WWF, Greenpeace, RAN and Forest Peoples Programme work 
together with progressive producers and buyers .  And consumers can play a role too, by asking brands 
where the palm oil used in their favourite products comes from and demanding that it be sustainably 
produced. 
 
In addition, producer country governments need to improve legislation and law enforcement. Indonesia 
already has some laws in place that aim to protect communities, workers and forests, yet the enforcement of 
these laws is often weak. WWF’s work with Eyes on the Forest, for example, shows that a lack of  



 

enforcement means that independent palm oil producers are free to illegally clear land that is designated as 
part of a national park. Meanwhile the palm oil fruit grown on some of this illegally cleared land is finding its 
way into the supply chains of major brands. Such systemic governance weaknesses undermine the 
progressive actions of the industry to eliminate deforestation and human rights abuses from	  the global supply 
chain.  WWF calls on the governments of all palm oil producer countries to create and adequately enforce 
laws that promote legal and sustainable palm oil production that protects nature and people. 
 
It is only with the urgent actions of all stakeholders in the palm oil industry, alongside improvements in legislation 
and law enforcement in producer countries, that environmentally and socially sustainable palm oil can become the 
norm.  
 
 
 
Contact:  
Carrie Svingen (csvingen@wwf.panda.org or +49 170 123 5101) 
 
 
About WWF 
WWF is one of the world's largest and most respected independent conservation organizations, with more 
than 5 million supporters and a global network active in over 100 countries.  WWF's mission is to stop the 
degradation of the earth's natural environment and to build a future in which humans live in harmony with 
nature, by conserving the world's biological diversity, ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is 
sustainable, and promoting the reduction of pollution and wasteful consumption. 
See www.panda.org/media for latest news and media resources. 
 
 


