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      Media Release                                                For immediate release 

  

WWF calls on delegates at global climate 
meeting to ‘guarantee inclusion of forest 

sector in new climate regime’ 
 

Lima, Peru -- 1 December 2014 – Thousands of delegates and observers to the 
20th Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC-COP20) today begin negotiations needed for a global 
climate agreement next year at COP21 in Paris.  WWF is calling on negotiators to 
finalize the remaining key elements of an international mechanism to reduce 
emissions from tropical deforestation and forest degradation (REDD+) and to 
guarantee the inclusion of the forest sector in the new climate regime in 2015. 
  
REDD+ experienced a significant step forward at the last global climate meeting in 
Warsaw in November 2013, with the adoption of the Warsaw Framework for REDD+, 
however, pending issues remain around non-market-based approaches, safeguards, 
and the coordination of focal points for REDD+ to the UNFCCC. 
  
“This year, we are asking Parties to commit immediate support for targeted actions 
on forests and the land sector, as these sectors can deliver much-needed emissions 
reductions for the vital pre-2020 period,” said Josefina Brana-Varela, Director of 
Policy for WWF’s international Forest and Climate Programme. “Forest nations can 
contribute to the peaking of emissions by considering the forest sector when 
preparing their intended nationally determined contributions.  But above all, Parties 
must guarantee the inclusion of the forest sector in the new climate regime.” 
  
“Parties should take advantage of the momentum we see right now around forest 
and climate issues to finalize the remaining REDD+ discussions under the 
UNFCCC,” added Brana-Varela. “Lima is an opportunity for Parties to demonstrate 
political will in the lead up to next year’s goal to agree on a substantial global climate 
agreement. Forests can play an invaluable role in fighting climate change, but not 
without a REDD+ mechanism in place that promotes their conservation and 
sustainable management while providing valuable benefits to the people that depend 
on them.” 
  
WWF has released a series of policy briefs on its expectations for REDD+ at 
UNFCCC-COP20, as well as a series of visual map of REDD+ within the UNFCCC 
system to guide negotiators and observers through the often complex process. 
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These and other valuable REDD+ related tools and information can be downloaded 
at: http://bit.ly/WWF-UNFCCC. 
  
 
For further information: 
Visit www.panda.org/forestclimate or contact: forestclimate@wwf.panda.org 
  
 
About WWF - WWF's mission is to stop the degradation of the earth's natural environment and to build a future in which 
humans live in harmony with nature. The Global Climate & Energy Initiative (GCEI) is WWF’s global programme 
addressing climate change, promoting renewable and sustainable energy, scaling up green finance, engaging the private 
sector and working nationally and internationally on implementing low carbon, climate resilient development. 
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