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Reaping the benefits of protecting Tubbataha
After noticing the positive impact to fish stocks in the Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park, the people of Cagayancillo
were inspired to better manage their waters closer to home. In 2004, the community established the first set of
local marine reserves in Cagayancillo, forming a chain of small marine protected areas (MPAs). Today,
Cagayancillo has the largest protected coastal marine area in the Philippines.
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TUBBATAHA REEFS
NATURAL PARK

Cagayancillo is an archipelagic municipality in

Palawan found in the northeastern part of the Sulu
Sea, about 130km from Tubbataha Reefs Natural

1 U 0/ 450/ Park and 300km from the city of Puerto Princesa.
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ENHANCING AUTHORITY TO “Since WWF introduced marine conservation in early
UPGRADE PROTECTION 2000, we have been vigilant... The reefs sustain our

needs for food and income, there is no one else who
will protect them except us. For years now, we have
had an abundant fish supply.”


http://wwf.panda.org/what_we_do/where_we_work/coraltriangle/solutions/marine_protected_areas/

