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The biggest Natura 2000 site of

            Transylvania: model for best
                    management practices

Since 2011, a project funded by the Environment Operational Programme of the European Commission, ensures the conservation of species and habitats of community and national importance for 260,000 ha in the heart of Romania. Together with ADEPT Foundation, Mihai Eminescu Trust, REPA SIBIU and ECO TOUR Sibiu, WWF-Romania aims to implement a model of integrated management of a Natura 2000 site, the second largest Romanian protected area, after the Danube Delta. 
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“Put simply, the aim of the project is to protect species and habitats of community and national interest in the Hartibaciu- Târnava Mare area in Transylvania, through sustainable land management, by 2015”, sais Florentina Florescu, Project Manager at the WWF Danube-Carpathian Programme.  

 “From the beginning we work for the inventory of species and habitats of community interest. The project area covers over 260,000 ha and you can imagine the variety we will get to work with. By the end of the project we expect to have mapped 65 species - birds, mammals, fish, reptiles, invertebrates and plants, as well as 21 types of habitats. We will then come up with management measures for these species and habitats”. 

“Then we will go on to develop an integrated management plan for the project area. It covers six EU Natura 2000 sites. A major focus of WWF’s work in the region has been supporting the implementation of the Natura 2000 network. Through this project we hope to build capacity for the management of the project’s Natura 2000 sites”. 

“We would also aim to see local communities get more involved in the management and promotion of the area. At WWF we have been training Carpathian protected area managers, focusing especially on participative management practices that involve local communities and stakeholders in caring for, and profiting from, these natural jewels”. 
“We will also help the local communities by preparing a tourism strategy for the region. In more concrete terms, in four years time you will be able to find more than 30 marked tourist trails as well as information boards installed.“ 

“Several interactive communication actions will take place all over area, focusing on raising awareness on Natura 2000 network opportunities for communities, reaching all the stakeholders through dedicated publications, events, meetings and regional media work. Youngsters and school teachers are also our target. We will work on an educational package for schools, training for teachers, an educational guide on Natura 2000 as well as organizing educational summer camps”. 

“If you ask me what would be the most important end result, I would say that the local communities gain a better understanding about species and habitats in their region, and why we need to protect them”. 

The full name of the project is “For nature and local communities - the bases for a Natura 2000 integrated management in Hartibaciu -Tarnava Mare area”. The project area covers the following Natura 2000 sites: Podişul Hârtibaciului, Sighişoara Târnava Mare, Pădurea de stejar şi gorun de la Dosul Fanatului, 

Pădurea de stejar şi gorun de pe Dealu Purcăretul, Oltul Mijlociu-Cibin-Hârtibaciu, Stejarii seculari Breite.
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