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Forest countries call for international collaboration to achieve 
emissions reductions 
 
14 countries announced the "Lima Challenge" 
 

(LIMA, Peru, 10 December, 2014) – An official COP event hosted by the government of 
Peru this week focused on how national and regional governments, developed and 
developing countries, civil society, indigenous peoples and the business sector can join 
forces to deliver on the goals of the New York Declaration on Forests launched at the 
UN Climate Summit in September.  
 
The New York Declaration on Forests aims to cut global forest loss in half by 2020 and 
end it by 2030; to eliminate all deforestation from commodity production by 2020; and 
to restore an area larger than India by 2030. It also commits developed countries to 
provide large-scale economic incentives commensurate with the challenge.  
 
With the aim of delivering on the New York Declaration, the Government of Colombia 
announced the “Lima Challenge.” In it, fourteen developing countries stated that they 
are committed to reducing forest based emissions as part of a low carbon development 
path. “But we also stand ready to do even more in partnership,” they stated. These 
forest countries jointly challenged developed countries to collaborate to achieve even 
greater emissions reductions, pledging their willingness to quantify the additional 
ambition that could be achieved with international support.  
 
“Stopping global deforestation will take more than words. This challenge is an excellent 
opportunity for early mitigation action and highlights the importance of scaling up 
predictable REDD+ finance,” said Peter Graham, Leader of WWF’s international Forest 
and Climate Programme. “I hope this motivates other countries to consider similar 
initiatives across the forest sector and other key emitting sectors.” 
 
“We are thrilled to see these countries committed to even greater action on forests. 
More than anything, this is the kind of positive leadership that proves that greater 
action on deforestation and forest degradation is possible,” said Roberto Troya, Vice-
President for the WWF's Latin America and Caribbean Program, who moderated the 
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event. “We want to see more partnerships between developed and developing 
countries like the one proposed by the Lima Challenge driving greater ambition.” 
 
Endorsers of the Lima Challenge include Colombia, Chile, Costa Rica, the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, the Dominican Republic, Ethiopia, Guatemala, Guyana, Liberia, 
Nepal, Panama, Paraguay, Peru and the Philippines.   
 
Read the challenge here.  
 
 
 
For further information, please contact:  
 
Julio Mario Fernández / JulioMario.Fernandez@wwfus.org / + 593 9 83356421 
 
 
About WWF - WWF's mission is to stop the degradation of the earth's natural environment and to build a future in which 
humans live in harmony with nature. The Global Climate & Energy Initiative (GCEI) is WWF’s global programme 
addressing climate change, promoting renewable and sustainable energy, scaling up green finance, engaging the private 
sector and working nationally and internationally on implementing low carbon, climate resilient development. 
 

Connect with us: 
Twitter | Facebook | Read our Blog | Visit our website | YouTube  
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