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In March 2008, SOS initiated a petition
calling for sustainable fisheries management
in Hong Kong which was signed by nearly
60,000 people — an unprecedented scale for
an environmental petition in Hong Kong.

40-70%
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It is estimated that five years after the
implementation of the trawling ban — provided the
government also restricts commercial fishing in
marine parks — populations of larger fish, such as
groupers and croakers, will have surged by 40 to 70
percent from their current levels.
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H{PI7EIEEE Why we are here
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To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.

wwf.org.hk
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E275:(852) 2526 1011 » (HEL : (852) 2845 2734 + BH : wwf@wwf.org.hk

WWEF-Hong Kong, Suite 1002, 10/F, Asian House, 1 Hennessy Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong.
Tel: (852) 2526 1011, Fax: (852) 2845 2734, Email: wwf@wwf.org.hk

®

£ - AMM

4
~
~

12

RIBREBAREIEEN1998FERE A TIETH
MR - ERREL7ERED - BL2EEKTR &
BERZ,  HBENURIS "ExzR%, -

According to a consultancy study commissioned
by the Agriculture,Fisheries and Conservation
Department (AFCD) in 1998: 12 of 17 species
(found in Hong Kong waters) that were assessed
were “heavily overexploited” and the rest “fully
exploited.”
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50-70%
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In 25 years time, it is estimated that there
will be between 50-70 percent increase

in catch value per unit fishing effort,

if measures such as the trawling ban,
control of fishing fleet and other fisheries

management measures, are correctly 2
implemented. 2
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LOOKING FORWARD: WHAT ELSE NEEDS TO BE DONE?

PRI 1TED
GOVERNMENT ACTIONS REQUIRED

EREAESTHEBUFEEES ) - WRRIFLLITTE :

Here are the additional actions WWF hopes the government can take as soon as possible:

BERENE  RUHEOHNERAKEE Facilitate the reformation of the fishing industry by providing sufficient resources

B Lz iE and regulatory support
HRoLE « 5| AEM RS - Policy changes: introduce other fisheries management measures and a registration
BN A HURAEITE R - PRAEIFTR system for local fishing vessels, limiting the entry of new fishing vessels and also
REBIIDA R BRIIIE E R IREER featuring designations of Fisheries Protection Areas (FPA)
N == 3 o 2
?_-Egﬁ'f;%% RIERTBEREKAE Greater law enforcement to stop illegal fishing in Hong Kong waters
/ An
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TERETRERE - LRI AR Conduct regular fisheries monitoring to evaluate the effectiveness of the trawl ban
AR - WU EETE SR fiT BRI Rl ol and collect professional advice from leading academics on sustainable fisheries
BB RREFIATHNERER practices

Careful planning and stringent measures for coastal development projects, in
particular, ones involving dredging and reclamation

RENEMBREMFERD

FISHERMEN’S ALTERNATIVE LIVELIHO0DS
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While imposing fishing restrictions and measures to safeguard our marine ecology, the livelihoods of local fishermen should
not be compromised. With the trawl ban, new opportunities emerge for Hong Kong to create marine-related economic
opportunities (e.g. ferry services, ecotourism, recreational fishing) and new jobs utilizing the existing skills of fishermen,
though the possibilities for this have yet to be explored in depth. The community sees the need to change and such
opportunities coming.

The government should continue to consult the relevant stakeholders and fill the existing gaps between needs of fishermen
and business sectors so as to evaluate the resources and policy changes required to support developing alternative livelihoods.
The government should also invest in the fishing industry and view it as an important asset, culturally and environmentally,
that needs to be preserved through sufficient financial and regulatory support. Alternatives proposed by the government will
need to include investment in mariculture and ecotourism.

WWF will continue to engage the fishing community and explore alternative livelihoods for the affected fishermen so that
fishers can continue to utilize their fishing skills and experiences to make a living, while their important and historical fishing
culture can also be preserved.

REMAINING GOALS OF THE SOS CAMPAIGN
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As yet, key demands of the 2008 SOS petition that was signed by
nearly 60,000 Hong Kong people have not been achieved. The
proposed ban on commercial fishing in Hong Kong's marine parks
in the 2010 policy addess has not yet been implemented and no

solid timetable has been released. WWF-Hong Kong believes that a
commercial fishing ban along with sufficient regulatory and financial
support to aid affected fishermen over the long term also needs to be
integrated into the legislation for Hong Kong’s marine environment to
fully recover.

WWF-Hong Kong continues to call for a ban on commercial fishing in
all four local marine parks in the near future. WWF is also lobbying
the Hong Kong government to introduce a registration system for
commercial fishing vessels, which can be used subsequently to reduce
the numbers of vessels fishing in Hong Kong waters.

Z e RE—ERR - TEERNEZ
RAEMER—EEERERSFIRIEHE -
The legislation for a trawling ban is only the start of our quest

for a truly healthy marine environment,
but it is a fantastic beginning.

© WWEF-Hong Kong
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TRAWL BAN: A PIVOTAL MOMENT

R INEE L HE 48 1 &
A SUCCESSFUL TRAWL BAN IN HONG KONG WATERS IS A KEY PART OF RESTORING THE MARINE
ECOSYSTEM
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A PIVOTAL MOMENT FOR MARINE
CONSERVATION IN HONG KONG
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Once considered an impossible goal, a ban on trawling in Hong Kong has been passed.
After over six years of tireless campaigning by WWF-Hong Kong, on 18 May 2011, the
Hong Kong Legislative Council passed subsidiary legislation for the ban of all trawling in
local waters. The ban will bring an end to all bottom and mid-water trawling activities,
including fishing using pair, stern, shrimp and hang trawlers. The ban was first proposed
by Hong Kong’s Chief Executive Donald Tsang in his October 2010 policy address.

The new policy, which comes into full effect on 31 December 2012, includes a HK$1.72
billion (US$219 million) trawler buyout scheme that provides ex gratia payments for
affected inshore trawler owners and larger vessels that generally do not operate in Hong
Kong waters. The new rules include a payment for owners who voluntarily surrender
their vessels as well as a one-off grant to affected local deckhands.

The trawling ban marks a crucial moment in the history of Hong Kong’s marine
conservation. It is also a testimony to WWF-Hong Kong’s unremitting effort in the
preservation of the city’s near-collapsed marine ecology. WWF-Hong Kong applauds
the ban and sees it as a bold and encouraging step, making the SAR a role model for
the region to eradicate such destructive fishing practices and to pave the way for the
development of sustainable fisheries in Asia and further afield.

© Alan Leung / WWF-Hong Kong
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RESPONSES FROM WWF AND STAKEHOLDERS
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The success of SOS’s trawling ban campaign is primarily
a result of the public’s support. After the approval of the
trawling ban, SOS is going to focus on the alternative
livelihoods of the affected fishermen. We hope the
public can continue to show concern for issues like
trawling, and pass on the message to others of just how
important this ban is.

The trawling ban has taken real guts and
determination by the government to drive through.
Removing 80 percent of the fishing in one year is
incredible. The marine ecosystem will be well on the
road to recovery when commercial fishing is finally
banned in marine parks too.

EREABREREENERERERER NEFEL HREAAESEE L) EBRBEERELE(HY) T2
. ' Dr. Andy Cornish, Samantha Lee,
Director, Conservation, WWF-Hong Kong Senior Conservation Officer, Marine of WWF-Hong Kong
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The ban increases the public’s interest in and commitment to the sea. It will have a major positive impact on the whole
ecosystem. Banning trawling is the best single action to help Hong Kong’s fishery on the road to recovery. It also shows
that the government is beginning to listen to stakeholders other than the fishermen.

BEARBLERBREZSHRMEREFRIR
Prof. Yvonne Sadovy,
Department of Ecology and Biodiversity, The University of Hong Kong
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Banning trawling is certainly a good thing, although

it may bring short-term adverse effects to fishermen
and the public— as there may be less variety of

seafood available. Nevertheless, it is for the benefit of
generations of fishermen to come. The ban will ensure
more fish species [in the long term], which allows our
fisheries industry to continue.

The ban is an absolutely great move! The public
usually put much more emphasis on terrestrial
conservation rather than marine conservation, as
what happens on land is immediately visible. As
divers, we know how polluted Hong Kong waters are.

BKEREERBKERIEIEEERE BERAERD AR REE A S E
. ' Stephen Au, Leti Wong,
professional diver aqd .Course Director of Youth Marine Ambassador, form five student from
Diving Adventure Ltd. Munsang College (Hong Kong Island)
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In 2004, WWF-Hong Kong launched the SOS “Save Our Seas” campaign, which has been
advocating the protection of local marine biodiversity, the restoration of Hong Kong’s
fisheries and the creation of new sustainable employment for fishermen. Trawling is
among one of the many marine conservation issues SOS has tackled. With the trawl

ban successfully in place, the next step for WWF is help address alternative livelihood
issues for fishermen. WWF will also lobby the government to introduce more marine
conservation measures in order to help develop a sustainable fisheries management in
the territory.

R4S R P e 2RV R
BENEFITS BROUGHT BY THE TRAWL BAN
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In 25 years time, it is estimated that there will be between 50-70 percent increase in catch value
for the same amount of fishing, if measures such as the trawling ban, control of fishing fleet and
other fisheries management measures, are correctly implemented.

FEERNKEESHS/VRERREHWRE - BH)  BKNKBENRE LR ES -

The recovery of fish stock will also greatly benefit the remaining small-scale fishermen (e.g. gill-
netting, purse seine), diving and recreational fishing sectors.

BENEDS RIS FERRAFBFUKE -

Diversity of marine life and marine ecosystem will start to recover.
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According to fisheries scientists, it is estimated that five years after the implementation of the
trawling ban — provided the government also restricts commercial fishing in marine parks —
populations of squid and cuttlefish will have increased by 35 percent, while the number of reef
fish will have grown by 20 percent. Meanwhile, populations of larger fish, such as groupers and
croakers, will have surged by 40 to 70 percent from their current levels.

BN EHRENRESES -
Increased stability of supply and improved quality of seafood.

BREAREERERRSFRIE -

The public at large will be able to enjoy the healthier seas and marine environment.

aFdELUOM R IR
TRAWLING BANS OUTSIDE HONG KONG
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Although trawling is deemed one of the most destructive methods of
fishing, only a handful of nations have imposed trawling ban to date. In

the South China Sea, the Chinese government prohibits trawling all year
round in water less than 40 meters and extends this with a May to August
moratorium on all trawling, purse-seining and stake-netting activities. In
Indonesia, trawling ban was made effective in 1980 for the entire country.
The elimination of trawlers opened up new opportunities for small-scale
fishermen, who were able to earn a higher income. Countries including
Australia, Brazil, Canada and Malaysia have established no-trawl zones in
inshore waters to protect marine resources. All forms of trawling in Belize
in Central America have already been banned in the country’s waters since
late 2010. For regions that implemented the ban at an earlier time in a more
comprehensive manner, there are evident positive impacts brought to their
marine ecology and fishermen.



