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WWF’s dolphin population surveys* 
conducted in April-May 2007 in part-
nership with the Cambodian govern-
ment’s Fisheries Administration and 
World Conservation Society resulted in 
an estimated abundance of 71 dolphins 
with a range of 66 to 86 dolphins (at 
the 95% CI). Alarmingly, the mortality 
rate of calves has continued to increase 
since 2005 where 9 young died from a 
total recorded dead of 14, 16 from 19 in 
2006 and 11 from 13 in 2007. According 
to Richard Zanre, WWF’s Freshwater 
Conservation Programme Manager, this 
is a serious problem threatening the 
survival of this critically endangered 
species. 
 
“We need to urgently identify what is 
killing the calves,” he said adding that 
once the cause of death is identified 
and measures will be taken to reduce it, 
the chances are good for this freshwa-
ter species to survive. 
 
To find out what kills calves, WWF’s 
Cambodian Mekong Dolphin Conserva-
tion Project (CMDCP)* team has been 
conducting necropsies and collecting 
tissue samples from dead dolphins to 
send to laboratories in Canada and the 
United-states of America for scientific 
analysis. The results from these labora-
tories are expected by the end of May. 
Mr Zanre described other threats to the 
Mekong dolphins as including gillnets, 
disease, dams, badly managed tourism 
and pollution, but that only gillnets 
have so far been proven to kill dolphins 
(aside from the historical deliberate 
killing). 
 
Conservation measures, including edu-
cation and alternative livelihood provi-
sion by CMDCP and partner CRDT; and 
a ban of gillnets in the dolphin habitat 
by the Cambodian Government, have 
helped reduce adult dolphin mortality. 
 
“If we compare the number of 10 dead 
adults recorded in 2003,  with the 2 in 

2007 you can see how the adult mortal-
ity has decreased,” Zanre said. 
 
“However, it is not always certain that a 
dolphin dies because of gillnet entan-
glement as sometimes there is no clear 
evidence. We need therefore to work 
together with the government to iden-
tify what the threats are, especially 
what is killing calves, and then together 
with local communities develop a con-
servation management plan to mitigate 
these threats,” he added. 
 
An additional worry for 2008 is the un-
usually low birth rate, with just two 
young observed during CMDCP surveys 
in the first three months of this year 
and only 3 mortalities recovered. It is 
during these first months of the year 
that calving is normally highest. The 
project will be conducting regular sur-
veys to monitor whether the number of 
new calves increases later in the year to 
identify whether a new threat has oc-
curred to Mekong Irrawaddy dolphin. 
 
*Each year, CMDCP conducts a population 
survey of the Irrawaddy dolphin in Cambodia’s 

Mekong river. This is done in April and May 
when the Mekong river is at its lowest and the 
dolphins are concentrated in and around nine 
deep pools, making them easier to locate. 
*CMDCP is a collaborative project between 
WWF, World Conservation Society (WCS), 
Fisheries Administration and Cambodian 
Rural Development Team (CRDT). 

Mekong dolphin population is in danger! 
Text by Tep Asnarith 

CMDCP team has been conducting necropsies and collecting tissue samples from dead 
dolphins to send to laboratories in Canada and the United-states of America for scien-
tific analysis. 

© CMDCP team / WWF Cambodia 
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Notes from the Field 

A 55-km section of the Mekong River in 
Kratie and Stung Treng provinces, 
northeast Cambodia, has been pro-
posed as a ‘special management site’ 
because of its high biodiversity values. 
The site was nominated by agencies 
from provinces and the Ministry of Agri-
culture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF). 
This result came from a two-day meet-
ing in February 2008 in Kratie, attended 
by many government representatives 
from MAFF’s Fisheries and Forestry 
Administrations, Environment, Tourism, 
Land Management, and the Kratie and 
Stung Treng Governor’s offices, and 
supported by WWF. In the same meet-
ing, official support was also given for a 
protected area in Prek Prasob district, 
Kratie Province, to save an endangered 
animal, the Hog Deer. The Fisheries and 
Forestry Administrations and WWF are 
working closely to follow up these posi-
tive results. 
 
From 2006-2007, MAFF and WWF, with 
international specialists, conducted 
biodiversity surveys along the Mekong 
River between Kratie and Stung Treng 
towns (a distance of 125 km). This re-
gion is already known to support the 
critically endangered Irrawaddy Dol-
phin, and many new exciting discover-
ies for science and Cambodia were 
made, of which the most important was 
locating a section of Mekong about 55 
km long with very high biodiversity 
values, including threatened fish, birds, 
mammals and reptiles and intact river-
ine forest. At least 8 endangered mam-
mals, including the region’s last remain-
ing Hog Deer, Silvered Leaf-monkey, 
Long-tailed Macaque and Otters, were 
documented. Unlike many other main-
stream sections of the Mekong in Cam-
bodia, Lao PDR, Thailand and Vietnam, 

this particular part of the river, which 
the scientists called the “central sec-
tion”, remains relatively untouched by 
human activities and is home to endan-
gered White-shouldered Ibis, River 
Tern, Woolly-necked Stork, Lesser and 
Greater Adjutant, and the rare Cantor’s 
Giant Soft-shell Turtle, which may al-
ready be extinct in many other parts of 
the Mekong Basin. 
 
According to Phay Somany, Senior Pro-
ject Officer with WWF’s Cambodian 
Mekong Dolphin Conservation Project, 
the designation of this part of the Me-
kong as a ‘special management site’ 
shows the commitment of the Cambo-
dian Government to maintaining the 
natural ecological function for the 
benefit of biodiversity conservation and 
local communities, whose livelihoods 
and food security particularly depends 
on fisheries for many generations. 
 
“We still have chance to preserve the 
values which are left because the area 
is small, most impacts and threatening 
activities have only begun recently, and 
human densities are low,” Somany said. 

“Without immediate management and 
protection, the amazing and globally 
significant biodiversity values of this 
site may disappear within the next 10 
years,” he added. 
 
Threats to biodiversity and natural re-
sources in the ‘central section’ include 
agricultural land conversion, forest 
degradation, burning of natural vegeta-
tion, increasing fishing pressure, and 
wildlife hunting. These threats are in-
creasing due to un-control in-
migration, rapid human population 
growth and new settlement in the 
‘central section’. New communities are 
arriving in the ‘central section’ every 
day, and clearing forest to grow crops. 
The last forests and wildlife habitats in 
this part of the Mekong are disappear-
ing very rapidly and in less than 10 
years, most will be gone. This will also 
cause the loss of many threatened spe-
cies of plants and animals. 
 
Also read the article ‘WWF surveys find new 
species along the Mekong River in north-east 
Cambodia’ published in our previous edition, 
Jan-Mar 2007. 

Actions taken 
Without immediate action, the last intact forests and many threatened species in the ‘central section’ may disappear in the next 5-10 
years. The Cambodian Government and WWF have identified the following actions as the most important to save these unique values: 
• As soon as possible, designate the ’central section’ as a ‘special management site’ and divide all lands and water in this site under two 

zones: a ‘protection zone’, to protect the highest biodiversity values, and a ‘multiple-use zone’, to support the livelihoods of local com-
munities. 

• Support provincial government agencies and local communities to manage the natural resources of this site, especially to protect the 
sites of highest biodiversity value, and to ensure that critical resources, especially fish and timber, are secured for local communities. 

Another area in the Cambodian Mekong region   
under environmental protection 
Text by Tep Asnarith 

© Mark Bezuijen / WWF 
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For the first time since the US govern-
ment began its support of conservation 
work in the Cambodian Eastern Plains 
Dry Forest, a senior US government 
delegation saw for themselves how 
their investments have been used to 
support a wide range of conservation 
activities. US Ambassador Joseph A. 
Mussomeli, US Embassy staff, together 
with a group of Cambodian journalists, 
spent three days in March with WWF’s 
project staff  and field rangers in the 
heart of the Dry Forests in Mondulkiri 
province.  
 
“I was very impressed with WWF’s ef-
forts to protect Cambodia’s forests and 
wildlife while working to improve the 
livelihoods of the local people through 
the sustainable use of natural re-
sources,” said Joseph A. Mussomeli in a 
letter of appreciation to WWF. 
 
Significant investments through WWF 
in wildlife monitoring, law enforce-
ment, community-based natural re-
source management and infrastructure 
development have built a foundation 
for effective protected area manage-
ment in the Eastern Plains’ Mondulkiri 
Protected Forest (MPF) and Phnom 
Prich Wildlife Sanctuary. These have 
resulted in reduced pressure on wild 
animals and their natural habitats, im-
proved understanding by the local 
community about sustainable use of 
natural resources, and strengthened 
land tenure and rights. Some of the 
approaches and lessons learned are 
now being replicated elsewhere in 
Cambodia and the region. 
 
Ambassador Mussomeli was also inter-
ested by the ecotourism planning in-
side MPF as a critical element for sus-
tainable financing for protected area 
management, and as a way to reduce 

local community dependence on natu-
ral resources. 
 
On this exciting component of the pro-
ject’s work, Craig Bruce, Eastern Plains 
Landscape Project Manager, explained 
that “WWF involves community mem-
bers living in the areas around MPF in 
ecotourism planning and in the hope 
that this will create future income op-
portunities through the provision of 
guide services, food, home stays, and 
sales of souvenirs to tourists.” 
 
This recent visit indicates a healthy rela-
tionship between the Cambodian and 
US governments, showing that there is 
support being given to conservation 
activities in the area. 
 
“The Ambassador’s visit not only en-
courages our project staff and govern-
ment counterparts, but also helps 
spread wider awareness of the impor-
tant conservation work that WWF and 
the Cambodian government are work-

ing hard to achieve,” he said, “including 
a greater realization that there are sig-
nificant challenges to overcome, such 
as poorly planned infrastructure devel-
opment and resource extraction, illegal 
hunting, uncontrolled logging, and 
potentially harmful hydropower dam 
development plans.” 
 
WWF is working together with the 
Cambodian government and other 
NGO partners to find sustainable solu-
tions for development plans with the 
aim of minimizing environmental im-
pacts. Other initiatives, such as ecotour-
ism development, are aimed at improv-
ing local livelihoods and generating 
much needed revenue for overall de-
velopment of the local economy. One 
of the next steps will be to generate 
political support for transboundary 
collaboration between Cambodian and 
Vietnamese authorities in order to safe-
guard the biodiversity of this globally 
important Dry Forests landscape. 

US Ambassador visits Eastern Plains of Cambodia 
Text by Kek Naratevy 

© Keo Sopheak / WWF Cambodia 

Seng Teak, WWF Cambodia Country Director, in dark green shirt (right) with Joseph A. 
Mussomeli, in light blue jean, and other visitors inside the Srepok Wilderness Area. Mr 
Teak describes to Joseph about the area and other conservation issues. 

The ‘mountain biking’ was initiated by Nick Cox, Dry Forest Coordinator, 
and WWF donor, Darwin Initiative, to promote ecotourism in the Eastern 
Plains Dry Forest Landscape in Mondulkiri province. Last year, Nick Cox and a 
representative from Darwin Initiative came to explore and found that there 
was a possibility to manage mountain biking opportunity for tourists. 

The prove how it works in practice, the activity has already been tested 
two times. The second time took place in the middle of March. The two-day 
cycling was attended by 10 participants from Asia Adventures, Hanuman 
tours, media representatives and WWF to achieve the distance of 115 km 
from Sen Monorom to Mreuch, with the first stop at Trapang Thmear. It has 
been successful. 

According to Olga van den Pol, WWF’s Ecotourism Team Leader, this 

helps draw more attention on the Srepok Widerness Area and the wild ani-
mals and plants its harbors. Tour operators, Andy Brouwer and Mark Ellison, 
said the area has a high potential for mountain biking and kayaking. 

Olga said the plan that is coming in the next few months is to work with 
the Cambodian Community-Based Ecotourism Network (CCBEN) to involve 
local people who are interested to become ‘tour guide’ in a series of train-
ings that can provide basic skills to villagers. 

“They can become a mountain bike guide, bird guide or tracking guide,” 
she said. 

As part of the ecotourism development, WWF works with private enter-
prise, Habitat Grup, on establishing a high-end ecolodge for tourists to stay 
after enjoying the Cambodian wilderness adventure. 

Mountain biking to promote ecotourism 
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Learning by seeing 
Text by Kek Naratevy 

27 representatives of Senate and Na-
tional Assembly and Ministry of Envi-
ronment joined the WWF’s Cambodian 
Mekong Dolphin Conservation Project  
(CMDCP) team in a boat ride on the 
Mekong at Kampi dolphin site in Kratie 
province to get an understanding of 
dolphin situation and conservation 
work. It was a study tour with the topic 
of ‘Environmental Law and Policy’ or-
ganized in early April by Konrad Ade-
nauer Foundation (KAF) as part of the 
cooperation between the Parliament of 
Cambodia and the German Center for 
International Migration (CIM). 
 
Wolfgang Meyer, Country Representa-
tive Cambodia of KAF said the study 
tour was the final component of the 
workshop on Environmental Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation which 
has been offered as a step to have a 
broad knowledge of international poli-
tic issue. 
 
“We thank to Mr Seng Teak, WWF Cam-
bodia Country Director, for his presence 
at the workshop and valuable contribu-
tion of knowledge and experience in 
conservation and environmental pro-
tection,” he said. 
 
According to Oliver Wagener, CIM Ex-
pert, the environment protection is an 
essential part of the international poli-
tics of today and it is coming more im-
portant in the future. 
 
“Cambodia has passed a law on pro-
tected area and it is a good sign to all 
important international treaty. We have 
a clear feeling that the session on inter-
national environment policy is a major 
component of the training workshop 
for secretariat staffs of the legislature 
body,” he said. 
 
Leading his CMDCP team for the visit, 
Richard Zanre, Freshwater Conserva-

tion Programme Manager, made sure 
that the delegation acquired the knowl-
edge about the situation of the Me-
kong and the conservation efforts that 
WWF and its Cambodian government  
and NGO partners had put together to 
protect some of the most endangered 
wild animals such as the Irrawaddy Dol-
phin, Giant Soft-shell Turtle and Hog 
Deer, while offering alternatives op-
tions to local communities for their 
livelihoods improvement. 
 
“This trip is very important as it is an 
opportunity to bring awareness about 
the Mekong wetlands and the impor-
tance of its conservation to the secre-
tariat staffs of the parliament, hopefully 
they will be able to influence political 
decision making that relates to these 
issues,” Zanre said. 
 
“There is generally a lack of under-
standing amongst politicians about the 
value of a healthy functioning Mekong 
river ecosystem, the threats to this and 
strategies that will help conserve the 
river habitat and its species, while 
bringing benefits to local communities 
dependent upon them,” he added. 
 
Since early 2006, CMDCP began work 
with Cambodian Rural Development 
Team, WWF’s NGO partner, on develop-
ing alternative and improved liveli-
hoods focusing on agricultural activi-

ties to improve food security and gen-
erate household income; as well as im-
proved sanitation. The livelihood and 
community development programs are 
closely linked to environmental educa-
tion programs to help ensure sustain-
able use of natural resources by tar-
geted communities living along the 
Mekong river from Kratie to Stung 
Treng provinces and adjacent to the 9 
main dolphin pools. 
 
The visit provided an excellent oppor-
tunity for participants to learn more 
about the mighty Mekong and natural 
resources that the local people depend 
on for many years. 
 
The fish contributes about 90% of the 
protein supply for the population along 
the river. The river has many deep 
pools, which make it possible for large 
fish and mammal like the dolphin to 
survive during the dry season. The river 
is the important mode of transporta-
tion and serves as drinking water sup-
ply for both people and animals. Me-
kong fisheries contribute significantly 
to national food security and economic 
development. The river is clearly the life 
nerve of people and other biodiversity 
living in the area. The challenge is 
therefore to keep the Mekong ecosys-
tem healthy. 

© Hang Sereyvuth / WWF Cambodia 

During the ride on the Mekong, participants saw dolphins swimming around the boat, 
including a juvenile. They also experienced spectacular scenes of dolphins doing their 
unique "spitting" of water behaviour, which scientists believe to be a method used by 
the dolphin to help it catch fish. 

A dolphin doing its spitting of water. 
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Indigenous community members living 
along the Srepok river in Koh Myeul Leu 
and Koh Myeul Krom villages, Koh Ngek 
district, Mondulkiri province, joined for 
the first time the community fishery 
vote, organized in March jointly by 
Fisheries Administration, Local Author-
ity and WWF, to elect their peers to take 
the role and responsibility of the newly 
established ‘Sen Kanha Community 
Fishery Committee’. 
 
Elected members of the Committee 
have the mission to manage, conserve 
and sustainably develop a fishery re-
source. Their role is to protect the ac-
cess rights of community members to 
the resource, while establishing a pro-
gram of sustainable management to 
ensure the long term survival of fish 
stocks. 
 
WWF’s Senior Community Fisheries 
Project Officer, So Socheat, explained 
that the project had been set up to find 
ways to reduce illegal fishing activities 
and promote sustainable use of fish 
resource for the benefit of villagers and  
that the idea of organizing the election 
was crucial to make sure a proper man-
agement is in place to control fishing 
activities, so that illegal fishing can be 
reduced. 
 
“From now on, the Committee will take 
necessary actions against illegal activi-
ties that happen within their territory,” 
he said. 
 
The election was the result of 8 months 
of work of setting-up both villages to 
benefit from WWF’s community fishery 
initiative to ease the pressure on natu-
ral fish stocks. Villagers have for many 
years survived with farming, collecting 
non-timber forest product, and fishing. 
 
However, in recent years, population 
growth, inter-country migration and 
poor management techniques have led 
to over-fishing and falling fish yields. 
 
“The villagers are indigenous people, 
they did not understand much about 
the idea of establishing the committee 

and the sustainable use of fish resource, 
we spent a lot of time to meet and raise 
awareness of sustainable fisherie,“ So-
cheat said. 
 
Mr Socheat continued that before the 
committee was set up, WWF arranged a 
visit for representatives of the two vil-
lages as well as the local authority to 
see for themselves the community fish-
ery models in Kampong Thom and 
Siam Reap provinces and learn about 
achievements they have made by sus-
tainable management of fish stocks. 
 
“After the visit, the group came back to 
their community with the hope to put 
what they have learned into practice in 
order to establish their own community 
fishery,” he said. 
 
Since the project began its work in the 
area, Men Saveth, deputy chief of Koh 
Ngek district, has observed improved 
community understanding about the 
sustainable use of fish resource and the 
importance to preserve it for other gen-
erations. 

“The community people understood 
about the damages that inappropriate 
fishing methods could cause to the 
aquatic life especially fish,” he said. 
 
According to Socheat the project still 
has a long way to go. It is important to 
ensure that legislation and regulation 
are in place to guard against illegal 
fishing which has been a huge problem 
in the past and assist the committee in 
developing a management plan for 
sustainable fisheries that takes into 
account designation of conservation 
area and community fishing area. 
 
“In order to maintain the success that 
we have achieved, we need to make 
sure that the operation of the commu-
nity fishery is accountable and trans-
parent, so that it can sustain. And the 
challenge is also to demonstrate the 
benefits that villagers can get through 
implementation of this approach, oth-
erwise they will quickly lose interest in 
the project ,” he said. 

First community fishery election in eastern        
Cambodia 
Text by Kek Naratevy 

© So Socheat / WWF Cambodia 

Voters registration panel. Villagers of Koh Myeul Leu and Koh Myeul Krom who have 
right to vote come to the panel to have their name registered and be given with a bal-
lot-paper where 11 candidates are to be selected out of 15 listed to lead the activities 
of the Sen Kanha Community Fisheries Committee. 



Jan-Mar 2008 • the WWF Cambodia Newsletter  6 

for a living planet 

 

Notes from the Field 

A recent field trip by Loris researcher 
Carly Starr to Phnom Prich Wildlife 
Sanctuary (PPWS) confirmed the occur-
rence of the Pygmy Loris (Nycticebus 
pygmaeus).  
 
The pygmy loris is a poorly known spe-
cies of primate endemic to Vietnam, 
Lao PDR, southern China and eastern 
Cambodia, listed as Vulnerable with 
IUCN. Due to the nocturnal, highly cryp-
tic nature of the loris there has been 
little research into its distribution, ecol-
ogy and conservation in Southeast Asia. 
Carly said “there have been no studies 
in Cambodia and until recently they 
were not even thought to occur in 
many parts of eastern Cambodia”. This 
study presents the first field surveys of 
the loris in this area.  
 
Four pygmy lorises were sighted over 8 
nights of spotlighting. All animals were 
seen in semi-evergreen forests that had 
a scattering of a species of small bam-
boo, locally called ‘russei khlay’. Close 
examination of these bamboo stands 
revealed that they were full of insects, 
such as termites, ants and other arthro-
pods. These bamboo stands could be 
an important food resource for the spe-
cies in the area. Young bamboo shoots 
could also play an important role in the 
diet of pygmy loris. 
 
It is unknown whether the northern 
slow loris (N. bengalensis) occurs in 
eastern Cambodia, but Carly reports a 
description given by villagers on the 
diagnostic features of both species. She 
believes that it is highly likely that the 
second species of loris occurs in the 
area. 
 
Part of Carly’s research is to document 
the hunting practices and use of both 
species of loris across Cambodia. Hunt-
ing for loris in Mondulkiri by the indige-
nous minority (Phnong/Bunong) peo-
ple is opportunistic, both now and in 
the past. In the past before hunters had 
access to torches, animals would be 
caught when trees were felled. With 
torches now more readily available, 
hunting for lorises has been easier. 

Lorises are generally captured with a 
sling shot or neck noose.  
 
Lorises are used as traditional medicine 
by Phnong/Bunong people. They be-
lieve they have properties that cure 
many diseases. Commonly they are 
dried and added to rice wine, which is 
then drunk when people are ill, espe-
cially for women after childbirth. The 
hair is used to heal open wounds. The 
research so far in Mondulkiri indicates 
that loris is the most commonly used 
animal in traditional Phnong/Bunong 
medicine.  
 
Photographs collected by Carly of 
lorises traded in marketplaces through-

out Cambodia indicate that the pygmy 
loris is sold for traditional Khmer medi-
cine throughout the country, even in 
provinces bordering Thailand, despite 
their distribution being restricted to 
eastern Cambodia. Lorises seem to be 
the most common mammal used in 
traditional Khmer medicines.  
 
Further research work on the pygmy 
loris will be conducted by Carly in east-
ern Cambodia, which will provide more 
knowledge on their ecology and may 
reveal whether a second species occurs. 
Protected areas in eastern Cambodia, 
like Phnom Prich Wildlife Sanctuary are 
likely to be important areas for the con-
servation of the pygmy loris. 

Confirmation of Pygmy Loris in Phnom Prich     
Wildlife Sanctuary 
Text by Merril Halley 

Pygmy Loris being dried for traditional medicine. 

© Merril Halley / WWF Cambodia 

© Merril Halley / WWF Cambodia 
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Event 

Correct answers to questions related to 
Mekong wetlands and their conserva-
tion during World Wetland Day (WWD) 
demonstrated improved understand-
ing among the local people of Kampi 
village, located north of Kratie town in 
northern Cambodia. 'What does WWD 
represent?', 'When did they first cele-
brate WWD?', 'What is a wetland?', 
'What aquatic resources do you know?’, 
'What are threats to survival of the Me-
kong river aquatic resources?', 'What 
can you do to help protect them?', 
questions like these were answered 
during a quiz game by local students 
and villagers participating in celebrat-
ing the 2008 WWD event organised in 
February at Kampi by the Kratie Provin-
cial Department of Environment with 
support from the Wetlands Alliance 
Programme*. 
 
Chanthy, a 26 year-old resident of 
Kampi village and a mother of two, said 
it was the first time for her to partici-
pate in the WWD celebration and she 
was happy to join the event, especially 
to have a chance to become one of the 
quiz game winners. 
 
"By participating in meetings organised 
by the WWF's Cambodian Mekong Dol-
phin Conservation Project (CMDCP), I 
gained better understanding about 
sustainable use of the Mekong fishery 
resources and the necessity of protect-
ing the Mekong dolphin," she said. 
 
Also among the winners, Minea, a 13 
years old student of Sambok secondary 
school, learned a lot about the environ-
ment he lives in, especially the natural 
resources of the Mekong river, and was 
sure he was going to get the correct 
answer for his question. 
 
"At school, they teach me about the 
importance of the natural resources of 
the Mekong as the source for my every 
day living and the necessity of preserv-
ing the resources for future genera-
tions," he said. 
 
To gain more impacts in conservation, 
village meetings and school visits are 
organised monthly by CMDCP to raise 
awareness among villagers and edu-

cate young Cambodian students about 
sustainable use of natural resources, 
the fisheries law, the status of the Me-
kong dolphin, their biology and the 
importance of conserving them. It is 
argued that by conserving the dolphin 
habitat and using more sustainable 
fishing methods, aquatic natural re-
sources will be sustained for future 
generations. Direct livelihood benefits 
from dolphins are also possible through 
ecotourism. As well as bringing direct 
awareness to the Mekong fishing com-
munities in the north-east, CMDCP is 
working with Save Cambodian Wildlife 
to develop the capacity of school 
teachers and monks to bring continu-
ous education to schools and commu-
nities about Mekong wetlands conser-
vation. 
 
Such activities are just some among 
others being implemented by CMDCP’s 
education and awareness programme. 
This programme focuses on villages 
geographically located around key dol-
phin deep pools in Kratie and Stung 
Treng provinces.  
 
“Kampi village is a good example of 
improving local understanding about 
the importance of Mekong wetlands 
resources and local participation in 
conservation,” said Richard Zanre, 
Freshwater Conservation Programme 
Manager, who was also present at the 
WWD ceremony. He added that educat-

ing local fishermen is one way to get 
communities involved in protecting the 
Mekong Irrawaddy dolphin. 
 
When addressing the participants, Mr 
Zanre sent a clear message about the 
important role of the Mekong wetlands 
in supporting local communities, 
whose livelihoods still heavily depend 
on the area’s natural resources, espe-
cially fisheries, and particularly outlined 
the fact that these resources are facing 
serious threats. 
 
“With improved community under-
standing of the value of conservation in 
the Mekong, concerted efforts are nec-
essary to develop and implement 
strategies, in conjunction with local 
communities, to mitigate the threats to 
aquatic natural resources for the bene-
fit of local livelihoods.” he said. 
 
*The Wetlands Alliance Programme in north-
east Cambodia is a partnership between the 
Asian Institute of Technology (AIT), Coastal 
Resources Institute (CORIN) of the Prince of 
Songkla University (Thailand), the WorldFish 
Center and WWF’s Living Mekong Programme. 
The Mekong mainstream in Kratie and Stung 
Treng provinces is one of the target areas for 
the Alliance. To promote the sustainable use of 
wetland ecosystems and aquatic resources, 
the programme supported the celebrations of 
WWD in 2007 and 2008 by the Cambodian 
local government partners. 

Education and awareness are keys to                        
conservation success 
Text by Tep Asnarith 

© CMDCP team / WWF Cambodia 

CMDCP’s member, Lor Kimsan, shows the dolphin awareness poster to students as he 
explains the connection between the mammal and human as well as the status of the 
Mekong aquatic life. 
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Event 

400 canes of rattan have been used to 
construct a 225 meters long naga 
sculpture covered by recycle plastic to 
celebrate the World Water Day organ-
ized in March at Siam Reap town by 
Rubbish Project with support from the 
WWF’s Sustainable Rattan Project who 
donated fresh rattan.  
 
The multi-headed serpent, told in Cam-
bodian mythic and representing the 
power for the people, was built to be 
kept in the Siam Reap town river for 
three weeks to raise awareness espe-
cially among local people about water 
pollution. 
 
“The naga project has the aim to raise 
aware about pollution in Cambodian 
waterway and other environmental 
issues, such as deforestation and forest 
degradation, and since threats in gen-
eral tend to generate bigger impacts to 
the environment, it is also affecting the 
forest ecosystem,” said Thibault Le-
decq, Rattan Chief Technical Advisor, 
adding that by taking part in this envi-
ronmental and cultural event, WWF 
helps promote healthy water and oth-
ers interlinks ecosystem, as well as the 
ecological balance in natural environ-
ment. 

Mr Ledecq explained that through sus-
tainable management of rattan re-
sources and others non-timber forest 
products, the forest ecosystem can be 
conserved and that by protecting the 
forest ecosystem, the ecological bal-
ance can be maintained to support 
others ecosystems like rivers, streams, 
etc. 
 
The choice of rattan in building the 
giant naga is also explained by the role 
of rattan in substitution to bamboo and 
even wood through its flexibility of 
providing quality artistic and other 
handicraft products. 
 
“Rattan products such as furniture and 
handicraft already constitute one of the 
important sources of income for the 
majority of Cambodian people living 
close to the forest; some of them also 

run their own factories to work on pro-
ducing a wide range of furniture with 
good quality and nice design,” said Dr 
Koy Ra, Senior Officer with the Rattan 
Project in Cambodia. 
 
The project helps involve local commu-
nities, small and big rattan factories and 
relevant government stakeholders in 
growing bigger Cambodian rattan in-
dustry to extend product supplies to 
international market like Europe, where 
demands are potentially to be big. 
 
“Based on the model of sustainable 
rattan resources management that is 
being applied to the project’s pilot area 
in Kampot province, Cambodia has the 
potential to build a solid rattan industry 
that can support rural development 
and national economy,” Ra said. 

Sustainable Rattan Harvesting and Production 
The project started in 2006 and has been identified under the WWF-IKEA global partnership. WWF and IKEA identified that most of the 

rattan resources processed in Vietnam were coming from Laos and Cambodia in a non-sustainable ways. A pilot project was proposed to 
be implemented in Cambodia and Laos with the aim of developing a management model for sustainably harvesting rattan resource as a 
source of income for local community, while at the same time, maintaining the forest ecosystem and conserving the biodiversity. 

In Cambodia, the first phase of rattan project ended in June 2006 with the completion of a field survey, which identified rattan species, 
their distribution and trade in the country. 

The second phase has come to its end in 2008 with the outputs of established field research on growth and yield of specific rattan 
species, improved understanding of the rattan market and supply chains, engaged the private sector in production processes, as well as 
established community-based rattan network. 

The project will extend until 2011 to scale-up the rattan management model and support the development of the  existing Cambo-
dian rattan industry that will contribute to the national socio-economic development. It is also to continue promoting the important role 
of sustainable rattan resource management in contributing to the country’s poverty alleviation, especially at the rural community level. 

Rattan also has a role in Khmer culture 
Text by Tep Asnarith 

Rattan factory at Reussey Chroy, Kandal province. Approximately 80 workers, half of 
them are women, are being employed for processing rattan collected at the village 
level for national handicraft market. To promote sustainable rattan harvesting, WWF 
works with factories like this in Cambodia and Lao PDR on making sure that rattan 
resource in natural forests is not over-harvested, and engaging villagers in sustainable 
rattan management and plantation. 

© WWF Cambodia 

Multi-headed serpent made of rattan and 
plastic. 

© Koy Ra / WWF Cambodia 
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Training 

With support from WWF’s Education for 
Nature Fund, WWF Cambodia and part-
ner organisation staff, were recently 
given an insight in to how to use the 
media to support and promote their 
project activities. 
 
The course was designed and delivered 
by Chris Greenwood and Jan Taylor, 
Communications Advisors with WWF 
Cambodia and CBNRM Learning Insti-
tute respectively. 
 
Using a variety of presentation formats 
including power-point and video pres-
entations, participatory role playing 
and exercises, the course was designed 
for project managers, team leaders and 
senior officers to develop their commu-
nication skills and in particular, to give 
them practical interview experience. 
 
“In the communications part of this 
course we were trying to help partici-
pants identify what makes a story 
`newsworthy’ and discuss how a press 
release should be structured. We gave 
tips on how to increase a story’s appeal 
to journalists and how to understand 

and minimize the risks involved,” Chris 
said. 
 
“The second part of the course dealt 
with the often thorny issue of actually 
dealing face to face with the media.  We 
took a look at how journalists operate; 
the many ways to interact with them 
and the pros and cons of each ap-
proach. We also touched on crisis man-
agement and the media.” 
 
According to Dr Verné Dove, field vet-
erinarian, with WWF Cambodia’s Me-
kong Dolphin Conservation Project, the 
process of developing key messages 
and then trying to use them in a simu-
lated interview was really valuable, 

particular as scenarios had been spe-
cially developed to reflect real work 
related media issues. 
 
“I have not been involved in this sort of 
focused media training before, but it 
was really valuable. For some it was 
nerve racking enough being inter-
viewed in front of their fellow  class 
mates, let alone when we were subse-
quently interviewed in front of a cam-
era. It added a whole new dimension 
and gave us the opportunity to review 
individual performances afterwards,” 
Verné said. 
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What is WWF? 
WWF, the global environmental conservation organization, oper-
ates in more than 100 countries and has almost 5 million support-

ers across the world. WWF first began working in Cambodia in 
1993 and officially set up its first office in 1998 within the Ministry 
of Environment. With its two main conservation foci: the Cambo-

dian Eastern Plains Landscape and Mekong Ecoregion, WWF Cam-
bodia's mission is to ensure that there will be strong participation 
and support from all peoples to conserve the country's rich bio-

logical diversity. 

Getting the message across 
Text by Communications Unit 

Chris Greenwood, former communications 
advisor with WWF Cambodia, interviews 
Olga van den Pol, SWA project, Eco-
tourism Team Leader. 

© WWF Cambodia 

© WWF Cambodia 

In the hot seat! WWF Cambodia's Conservation Programme Manager, Bas van           
Helvoort, sweats it out under intense questioning from 'would be' investigative re-
porter David Dove, technical officer with the Mekong Dolphin Conservation Project.  


