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Pando and its forests of ’ho'p-'e'

If we use our imagination Iltfe bit, Pando is a
triangle. A tilted triangle, stlng on its longest
side, to the south, and its sharpest cusp to
the northeast. It is almost an isosceles triangle,
but one which has lost a portion of its southwest-
ern side, a part which?uakes up the border be-
tween La Paz and Peru. .
: :

Its rivers run from west to east and from south
to north, and converge in the Madeira River, and
later in the Amazon River. Its landscape, cover-
ing an area a little over 70,000 sq km, is hilly
and covered with unaltered and truly Amazon
forests. :
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The base of this triangle is where the vast ma-
jority of PandQ s scarce populatlon inhabits, and
where. its development hgs concentrfa(’ed al- &
though still relatively low. The rest of the territory Pt
is practlcally unpopulated, yet full of v
ing in a balanced and hal’monrous
e < '
Pando, asé trlangle ‘has the three
tainability: social, economic and ec ogical, and Y

is bw\!ng the fourth, the institutional operation

of governmental, non- government‘fl and prlvate
Because of this, Pando is a prized area,
and where WWF has been worklng in favor of
sustainability with farmers |nd|genous~grwps
Brazj;ut asso’matlons (referred to as ‘barraq

ros’), businessmen, municipalities, Ihe Deﬁ'art- 1
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mental Government and the National Service of
Protected Areas.

It is an area inhabited by numerous indigenous
communities, whose culture, identity and de-
velopment are dependent upon the natural re-
sources that surround them. A land populated
by forests which represent the hope for building
a sustainable economy and mitigating climate
change.

If Pando is our most prized Amazon area, then
we need to continue approaching it as a valu-
able and delicate object, with composure, care,
planning and calmness.
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Pando is definitely a land of convergence, where
our main rivers unite, our most prized Amazon
flora and fauna inhabits, and our hopes meet.
It is also where those of us come together who,
in a transparent manner, want to work for Pan-
do and in favor of Pando, which is the same as
working in favor of Bolivia. Let’s unite in Pando
and delve deeper into what joins us, given that & — - Sl

Pando shelters the future of Bolivians. > Y

Adolfo Moreno
Director a.i.

et

The graphic and thematic content of this publication is of entire responsibility of WWF Bolivia, the conservation organization, and does
not necessarily represent the institutional criteria of the institutions mentioned and referenced throughout this publication.
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Chichi the Cricket in the
Pantanal

This has been the most highly watched TV se-
ries in the municipality of Puerto Quijarro, and is
now also being broadcasted nationally through
the PAT TV Network on Saturdays and Sun-
days.

This TV series, consisting of 14 episodes run-
ning 20 minutes each, was made possible
thanks to an alliance between WWF, the Center
for Studies on Urban and Regional Development
Cedure, La Fabrica Film School and Channel 4
Carolina TV (Puerto Quijarro).

The series, filmed in different locations in the
Bolivian Pantanal, uses humor to contribute in
creating awareness regarding the need to ap-
preciate and value the environment and, in par-
ticular, the Bolivian Pantanal’'s economic and
natural richness.

What is the series about?

The life of Chichi the Cricket in the drainage
canals of Santa Cruz de la Sierra is interrupted
when he receives a letter from his best friend
Rosa the Butterfly, a native of the Bolivian Pan-
tanal. Unfortunately, the letter is written in “but-
terfly” language. Unable to understand what the
letter says, but fearing his friend is in danger,
Chichi the Cricket leaves for the Pantanal. After
a series of adventures in different locations in
the Pantanal, he is finally able to reunite with his
friend Rosa the Butterfly.

For more information: prebolledo@wwfbolivia.org



Municipal environmental

management
Towards land use planning in Puerto
Quijarro

The Pantanal is one of the most important na-
tional scenarios for Bolivia’s growing develop-
ment. Given its natural characteristics and envi-
ronmental services, as well as the region’s eco-
nomic production, WWF has, over the past 10
years, engaged in a conservation programme
to contribute maintaining the continuity of these
services.

The “2nd Forum on the Environment: Land Use
Planning in the Development Pole in Southeast-
ern Bolivia” was carried out in alliance with the
Bolivian Society for Environmental Law (SBDA)
and the Autonomous Municipal Government of
Puerto Quijarro as part of the process for mu-
nicipal environmental management promoted
by WWEF in the Bolivian Panantal. The objective
was to encourage municipal governments in the
region —which do not yet have a Municipal Plan
on Land Use Regulation (referred to as PMOT)—
to adopt immediate actions for its development
and implementation. The forum allowed insert-
ing theory and experience in this key instrument,
so that, in the mid term, the Pantanal region in
Bolivia can project itself as a pivotal area of so-
cial and economic growth under sustainability
criteria.

“In coordination with the SBDA and WWF, our
intention was to promote a participatory process
for land use regulation in our municipality, that
allows us to grow in harmony with the environ-
ment, and that is compatible with the PMOTs
from neighboring municipalities in the Bolivian
Pantanal”, highlighted Aldo Clavijo, Mayor of
Puerto Quijarro.

For more information: prebolledo@wwfbolivia.org
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Thanks to funding from WWF US / Gordon and
Betty Moore Foundation, and as a result of jo-
int efforts carried out by WWF and the Manuripi
Amazon National Wildlife Reserve, important
achievements and progress in activities related
to control and surveillance have been possible,
as well as sustainable and participatory Brazil
nut management within the Reserve.

WWF’s support focuses on strengthening the
park guards’ operational capacities, based on
a strategic protection plan for the Reserve. The
successful coordination with the administration
for this protected area has allowed improving
the work conditions for the park guards, who
have been receiving support for their patrol ac-
tivities, including operational expenses for fuel
and equipment maintenance. This has led to im-
proved operational capacity at the interior of the
Reserve and established permanent assistance
and contact with local stakeholders, while pro-
moting shared protection activities.

One of the most important resources and acti-
vities within the Manuripi Reserve is the Brazil
nut (Bertholletia excelsa). Its sustainable mana-
gement is key for the conservation of the forest
and to access more favorable markets, reason
for which WWF has been supporting local stake-
holders in developing their management plans
towards sustainable Brazil nut use. During this
term, we are supporting the monitoring of Brazil
nuts in 30 permanent parcels located in three
communities within the Manuripi Reserve.

e La S Our close association allows us to confirm that
g@ﬂn&nt of'Pando “repre- we are making progress, generating trust and
nt eM—and promoting a collaborating networking with au-

: thorities and protected area stakeholders.

ral terms, the 2 approprla e occupa ion of land in

T Pando. ¥ For more information: vgarcia@wwfbolivia.org
T T e R — ;

> Bolivian Dolphin Inia boliviensis - © Nardin PIZARRO / WWF



ABC News visits

Bella Vista, Beni
In search of the Bolivian river
dolphin

Last May, Jeffrey Kofman, a correspondent for
ABC News, and his film crew visited the com-
munity of Bella Vista, Beni, located within Iténez
Protected Area.

The crew was after the Bolivian Amazon river
dolphin, Inia boliviensis, recently declared by
the Departmental Government of Beni as Natu-
ral Heritage.

In April 2008, scientists from Latin America met
in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, and confir-
med, based on molecular science results, that
Inia boliviensis is a different specie from Inia
geoffrensis and endemic to Bolivia, thanks to
a selection process and geographic isolation in
Bolivia due to a series of natural barriers such
as rapids up stream from the city of Porto Velho,
which millions of years ago physically separated
the populations of Inia geoffrensis, impeding its
contact and making its evolution as a different
specie possible, recently confirmed as /nia bo-
liviensis.

Inia boliviensis is a unique specie, and, aside
from being a new and endemic specie, it is also
charismatic and eye-catching, as well as an in-
dicator of the conservation state of the ecosys-
tems it inhabits. It has an exceptional image and
worthy of representing conservation strategies
through which diverse environmental problems
can be approached. ABC'’s visit is an opportunity
to give international visibility to the specie, the
Amazon and its threats and opportunities.

For more information: Isainz@wwfbolivia.org
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> San Martin River - © Gustavo YBARRA / WWF
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Hydroelectric dams in the

Amazon

e Evaluation of environmental,
social and economic impacts

* Search for alternative energy

As of 2008, WWEF Bolivia has been working on
sustainable energy infrastructure in the Amazon
by promoting discussion and dissemination of
results from studies carried out by experts in
terms of the impacts that may result from the
construction of the first hydroelectric dams (Ji-
rau and Santo Antonio) on the Madeira River.

On May 19th and 20th, in collaboration with the
Institute for Hydrology and Water from the Main
San Andrés University (IHH-UMSA) and IRD
France (Institute for Research Development),
and with support from WWF US / Blue Moon
Fund, the International Symposium “Evaluation
of the Environmental Impacts of Large Hydro-
electric Dams in Tropical Regions: The Case of
the Madeira River’ was carried out in La Paz,
Bolivia.

Scientists from Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, Peru
and France participated, allowing to exchange
results from research related to the economic,
social and environmental impacts that could re-
sult from the construction of dams in the Ama-
zon, and in particular, in the Madeira River
watershed.

In continuity of this effort, WWF supported, in
coordination with the Reciprocity Foundation
and the Municipal Government of Guayarame-
rin, a Municipal Border Meeting on May 25th
and 26th, generating an informed and participa-
tory debate. Participants included local stake-
holders, experts, public, private and scientific
institutions, as well as the border municipal
governments (Bolivia-Brazil) from the Amazon
region. The objective was to disseminate the re-
sults and conclusions from the Symposium, as
well as begin discussions regarding alternative
sustainable energy for the region.



Jorge Molina, representative from IHH/UMSA, showed that the Jirau y Santo Antonio dams in Bra-
zil will cause hydraulic and hydrological impacts in Bolivia, including increased risk and duration of
floods.

IHH, IRD and WWEF have been supporting research and dissemination of technical information related
to the impacts that could be generated in Bolivia as a result of the construction of the dams in Brazil on
the Madeira River, aiming to provide input for the involved stakeholders and who can then influence
decision makers, thus minimizing negative impacts and promoting sustainable energy infrastructure
in the Bolivian Amazon.

It is estimated that 80% of Amazon fish in Bolivia are migratory and that some species, which have an
important commercial and subsistence value, could be seriously affected. “Within the list of possible
impacts we have the gradual reduction of fishing, which could affect at least 16,000 Bolivian families
that currently depend and live from this activity”, indicated Paul Van Damme, from FaunAgua Asso-
ciation.

Marc Pouilly, from IRD, also warned that there
are preliminary studies that predict that the flood
period could increase by 75% in the area in Bo-
livia impacted by the Jirau dam, which could
affect the use of natural resources and increa-
se transmissible diseases from insects such as
malaria, yellow and dengue fevers.

Studies are also showing that the level of mer-
cury contamination for commercial fish is close
to the level considered toxic by the World Health
Organization (WHO). Dams tend to increase -
contamination problems due to mercury, both in -
the region of the dam itself, as well as in nearby ' :
areas and down river, a worrisome situation for

public health. It was recommended that greater

emphasis be given to this issue within the envi- .‘
ronmental impact studies for dam projects.

For more information: manez@wwfbolivia.org . J
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> Photos from the International Symposium in La Paz - © Mauricio BARBA/ WWF
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> GFTN participation in the 2009 ExpoForest - © Nardin PIZARRO / WWF

WWEF Bolivia and its Forest and Trade Network
(GFTN) Bolivia organized, for the third conse-
cutive year, as part of the 2009 ExpoForest (in-
ternational trade fair covering forests, wood and
technology), the Business Trade Mission for Fo-
rest Products aimed at member companies of
the GFTN worldwide and interested in establis-
hing business relations with participating com-
panies of the Bolivia GFTN —certified Bolivian
producers or those in process of certification.

During this GFTN Bolivia Business Mission, 17
national businessmen, representing communi-
ty and private companies, displayed their cer-
tified or in process of certification supply to 22
visiting foreign businessmen, by taking them on
technical visits to seven companies in La Paz
and Cochabamba: Dekma, Maderera Boliviana
Santa Isabel, Wood House Rinfa, Promad, Tro-
pical Andes, Jolyka and Ecolegno. This resulted
in business intentions adding up to US$ 12 mi-
llion, a 37% increase for the Bolivian Forestry
Chamber’s Business Roundtable, of which the
GFTN mission was a part of. This is quite no-
torious considering the current world economic
crisis, and serves to confirm the potential and
importance of this industry.

The GFTN Bolivia Business Mission was made
possible thanks to support from WWF United
Kingdom / DfID, WWF US / European Union and
WWEF Sweden / SIDA.



The 22 participating companies of the GFTN
Bolivia represent 6.5% of the companies that
have adhered to the GFTN worldwide, and
their FSC certified wood supply comes from
67% of the certified forests in Bolivia, the lea-
ding country in terms of certified natural tropi-
cal forests (with more than 2 million hectares
of FSC certified forest). In addition, roughly
50% of the wood that is sold by the GFTN
Bolivia comes from Amazon forests, and thus
contributes to sustainable development and
conservation in this globally important region:
the Amazon.

As a result of the business intentions ge-
nerated during the 2009 Business Mission,
Ecolegno, a member company of the GFTN
Bolivia, finalized a deal with a German GFTN
company to sell decking made from almen-
drillo (Apuleia leiocarpa). “We are proud to
be a part of the GFTN Bolivia because it dis-
tinguishes those buyers and producers who
are worried about the environment and com-
mitted to conservation”, said Lydia Vrsalovic,
Manager for Ecolegno.

The GFTN Bolivia’s first business trade mis-
sion in 2007 brought together a dozen partici-
pants from Europe and Asia, generating US$
700.000 in business transactions; in 2008, it
brought a delegation of 32 business men and
women from Latin America, Europe and Afri-
ca, and closed business transactions valued
above US$ 6 million.

For more information: mcarreras@wwfbolivia.org

> Zapoco Community participating in the 2009 ExpoForest - © Nardin PIZARRO / WWF

Did you know that during the last 35
years a third of the world’s wildlife
has been lost?



to install systems proving that the timber they
sell is legal, respects the environment and the
rights of local people. In 2008, the United States
already proposed the Lacey Act to fight illegal
logging and trafficking of wood.

WWEF, through the GFTN Bolivia, is pleased with
this course of action since, in addition to promo-
ting the supply of responsible wood from Bolivia
to buyers, it is also beneficial to national produ-
cers by promoting their supply. The GFTN Net-
work, in line with current Bolivian legislation, as
well as based on European Union and US laws,
aims to eliminate illegal logging and improve the
management of highly valued and threatened
forests by promoting market links for certified

¥ ; e e o . i j . - - - .
Bk o oy o 2 3 zi S wood in more than 30 countries.
© Gustavo YBARRA / WWF

Worldwide, approximately 13 million hectares
of natural forest, particularly in the tropical area,

|||ega| wood will be excluded are lost every year (of which currently 300,000
. ha are deforested annually in Bolivia).

from EU markets, along with

the US

4 )

FSC certified forests are those that are being
managed complying with social, environmental
and economic parameters that are sustainable.
These forests are subject to periodic verification
by independent evaluators to ensure they are
fulfilling international standards. These forests
promote the participation of peasant and indige-
nous communities, employees, forest producers
and industry, so that everyone can continue li-

roughly 70% of its wood and wood by- ving, working and obtaining benefits from these
products to markets in Europe and the United forgéts. ° ?

States. \_ Y,

WWEF welcomed the decision taken in May
by the European Parliament to support

strict rules in the process known as Flegt to
eliminate illegally harvested wood from the
European market. This will contribute to stop
trade of illegally harvested wood and related
products. According to data provided by the
Bolivian Forestry Chamber, Bolivia exports

lllegal logging is a major culprit for the increa-
sing destruction of precious tropical forests,
so it is only fair that companies are requested
For more information: mcarreras@wwfbolivia.org



The Municipal Government of
La Paz adopts Responsible
Purchase Policy for wood
products

As part of WWF Bolivia’s Cities for Forest Initia-
tive, WWF Bolivia signed an agreement with the
Municipal Government of La Paz for its adop-
tion of a Responsible Purchase Policy for wood
products as part of its routine acquisitions.

“The implementation of a Responsible Purchase
Policy for wood products on behalf of the Mu-
nicipality of La Paz is a key step in showing its
commitment towards the sustainable develop-
ment of Bolivia's forests”, explained Gonzalo
Pena, Responsible Forest Trade Officer for
WWF Bolivia.

Together with the Municipal Government of San-
ta Cruz de la Sierra, there are now two munici-
palities in Bolivia that have signed on with this
world effort to reduce environmental degrada-
tion posed by illegal logging and deforestation,
and contribute to conservation and the continui-
ty of forests.

Responsible forest trade refers to the buying-
selling of forest products under a framework
of responsible environmental and social pro-
cedures, in other words, verifying the origin of
wood and ensure that it comes from a source
that is legal, under management and certified, or
in the process of becoming certified.

4 )

4 )

4 )

Bolivia has a prominent role worldwide in terms
of the certification of tropical native forests, with
over 2 million hectares of FSC certified forest.

WWEF Bolivia’s Forestry Programme promotes
the strengthening of forest management on be-
half of indigenous communities and their inte-
gration into the market, as well as responsible
forest trade that favors a preferential demand for
legal wood coming from well managed forests.

“Cities for Forests” is a WWF Bolivia initiative
that targets committing Bolivian local and re-
gional governments and non forest companies
with social responsibility, in assuming a Res-
ponsible Purchase Policy for forest products
that promotes a differentiated consumption of
products from legal sources and from FSC cer-
tified forests, or those under sustainable forest

management.
J

For more information: gpena@wwfbolivia.org

d
© Gonzalo PENA / WWF




Upcoming inauguration of the
Certified Forest Walkway

In the WWFolio Nr. 14 (July, 2008) we announ-
ced the Certified Forest Walkway, a green urban
area that will serve as an interpretation center,
offering information on forest management, FSC
certification, responsible trade, the city-forest
connection, and background on the biannual
International Sculptors’ Workshops with FSC
Certified Wood (held in Santa Cruz in 2006 and
2008 respectively).

The opening is scheduled for this September,
and represents a joint effort between the Autono-
mous Municipal Government of Santa Cruz de la
Sierra, WWF and the Bolivian forestry Chamber
(CFB), with funding from WWF Sweden / SIDA,
Swedish Gotlands Kommun and GFTN Sweden
: ; member company Forbo Flooring. A total of 15
© Gustavo YBARRA/ WWF certified wood sculptures were produced during
the aforementioned workshops, and will now be
displayed along the walkway. In preparation for
the inauguration, a meeting was held with the
area’s neighborhood committee, WWF and the
CFB to ensure their participation, as well as their
depositories’ role regarding these works of art,
which will also serve to embellish their neighbor-
hood and the city.

For more information: gpena@wwfbolivia.org

According to calculations, as of
2030 we will need the equiva-
lent of two planets to maintain

our current lifestyle.

> Photomontage of the sculptures on the Certified Forest Walkway - © Manzana 1
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Transparent accounting for
Community Based Forest
Enterprises

One of the advantages of working in a world
wide network such as WWF is being able to
draw upon lessons learned and benefit from
tools used by other offices. This is exactly what
happened a few weeks ago when colleagues
from Central America collaborated in the imple-
mentation of an accounting software aimed at
Community Based Forest Enterprises (CBFE).

Representatives from the Bolivian communities
of Lomerio, Zapocd, Santa Ménica and Cururq,
as well as organizations such as the Intercom-
munity Forest Committee for the Velasco Pro-
vince (Coinfo-Velasco), Trade for Development
(Copade Bolivia), Support for the Indigenous
Peasant from Eastern Bolivia (Apcob), and the
carpentries of Lomerio and El Ceibo (from Nor-
thern La Paz), participated in the forestry ac-
counting course on the application of the Sconef
software (Forest Enterprise Accounting System),
created especially by WWEF for forestry activities
in CBFE.

The workshop was aimed at administrators
and accountants working in CBFE and provi-
ded them with the knowhow to adopt this sim-
ple, practical and user-friendly tool designed to
control income and expenditures from the com-
munities working in forest management. This
training was also important because it helped
in implementing and standardizing control, pro-
ducing reports and making the administration
transparent, among others.

This event was possible thanks to support from
WWEF US / European Union.

For more information: omelgarejo@wwfbolivia.org



> WWEF Bolivia Forest Program works in the Chiquitano (photo) and Amazon forest - © Gustavo YBARRA / WWF

International Day for the
Conservation of Tropical
Forests

This is the 11th year in which the world celebra-
tes, on June 26th, the conservation of tropical
forests, for which Bolivia is the world leader in
voluntary forest certification under the FSC (Fo-
rest Stewardship Council) with 2,042,856 million
hectares of sustainably managed forests.

The International Day for the Conservation of
Tropical Forests was established in 1999 by the
United Nations Environment Program (UNEP),
WWEF (the global conservation organization) and
the UNESCO (United Nations Organization for
Education, Science and Culture) with the objec-

tive of promoting sustainable and harmonious
action with the environment and adequate forest
management.

Around the world, important efforts are carried
out to protect tropical forests. A clear example
is the trade component of WWF Bolivia’s Forest
Programme, which promotes the adoption of
Responsible Purchase Policies for wood products
and market links as strategies to contribute
in reducing illegal logging and trade of wood,
which in turn promotes market mechanisms that
guarantee the sustainability of forests worldwide.
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Click here to see the complete publication.

For more information: omelgarejo@wwfbolivia.org

For more information: manzana.uno@gmail.com



http://bolivia.panda.org/sala_redaccion/publications_es/?169141/Gua-del-Sistema-de-Aproximacin-Gradual-al-Manejo-y-la-Certificacin-Forestal-SAGC
http://bolivia.panda.org/sala_redaccion/publications_es/?169141/Gua-del-Sistema-de-Aproximacin-Gradual-al-Manejo-y-la-Certificacin-Forestal-SAGC

18 - wwFolio

More

connect2earth.org

Life

CONNECT2EARTH allows
young adults and renowned
environmental experts to
debate environmental issues

The green online community connect2earth.
org has presented a new service that directly
links young adults with renowned world environ-
mental experts to debate some of today’s most
important issues, such as climate change, the
energy crisis and loss of species.

In 2008, the IUCN (International Union for the
Conservation of Nature), WWF and Nokia pre-
sented connect2earth.org, an online community
that allowed young adults to express their opi-
nions on the environment by uploading videos,
photos and comments.

In its first year of operation, the web site attrac-
ted three million visitors from 190 countries, and
now a new phase has begun allowing users to
debate, learn and share information directly with
the world’s most important experts.

In 2009, young adults will be able to connect
with friends around the world and experts to
discuss issues such as renewable energy, the
crisis of species extinction, climate change and
the future of life on Earth.

Members of the community will be able to initia-
te debate by uploading texts, images, audio and
videos, and later follow this debate live on the


http://www.connect2earth.org/
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site or from their cell phones. Also possible will
be to, together with a jury of conservation ex-
perts, choose the best contribution, allowing the
winner to engage and participate more actively.

The winner will travel and form part of an official
United Nations delegation for climate negotia-
tions scheduled for December in Copenhagen,
and has the chance to gain practical experience
participating in a real conservation project in the
field.

“The connect2earth community promotes true
dialogue between young adults and renowned
ecologists, allowing to express opinions and
engage in real active participation regarding
the most pressing environmental issues”, said
James Leape, General Director for WWF Inter-
national.

For more information: vdurst@wwfint.org
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Click here to access the full report.


http://bolivia.panda.org/sala_redaccion/publications_es/?167381/Informe-anual-2008---WWF-Bolivia
http://bolivia.panda.org/sala_redaccion/publications_es/?167381/Informe-anual-2008---WWF-Bolivia
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About WWF

The objective of WWF Bolivia, the conservation organization, is to contribute to the
conservation of the Amazon and the Pantanal, promote and generate sustainable economic
opportunities for its inhabitants and Bolivia in general.

WWEF’s mission is to stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and to build a
future in which humans live in harmony with nature by:

¢  Conserving the world’s biological diversity

¢ Ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is sustainable

¢ Promoting the reduction of pollution and wasteful consumption

WWEF Bolivia
Calle Los Pitones N° 2070

Av. Beni, entre 2° y 3" anillo
Santa Cruz, Bolivia

Tel.: +591-3-3430609

Fax: +591-3-3430406
wwfbolivia@wwfbolivia.org
www.panda.org/bolivia




