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Living

This past quarter was filled with hard work and great satisfaction: numerous
forestry activities, a symbolic blackout to raise awareness regarding climate
change, a journalism and citizenship workshop for the Pantanal, the first
thematic fair on water, and a continental conservation strategy for the
charismatic River dolphin...

We are enormously proud to share this news with you and take the
opportunity to praise the work carried out during this time by all of those
who make up WWF in Bolivia: our staff, partner organizations, donors,
collaborators, consultants and service providers. We extend to all of you
our sincere appreciation and recognition!

“It’s not always easy to be optimistic when every day we are witnesses to
the deterioration of our planet”, indicated our Country Representative,
Roger Landivar. But satisfactions such as the commitment and enthusiasm
shown by hundreds of people who showed up on March 29th at the main
square of Santa Cruz to celebrate the one-hour symbolic blackout to save
energy and fight climate change, were reasons to celebrate.

The art of being optimist and active …
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Business propositions totaling four million dollars were the result after a
week-long forestry trade mission, during which more than 30 business men
and women from around the world showed interest in Bolivia’s sustainable
forest production. The effort was commended by the Forestry Chamber as
well as many others.

Also, dozens of scientists and environmental authorities from Latin America
met in Santa Cruz to express their commitment in protecting the River
dolphin, and pledging this charismatic ambassador of nature as a
spokesperson for conservation in our continent. The River dolphin was
also recognized by the Prefecture of Beni, which designated this mammal
as natural heritage for this department.

We hope that all these initiatives underway continue leaving results and
that new conservation and sustainable development efforts emerge in
Bolivia, and again, thank you for being a part of this great challenge!

Viviane von Oven
Communications Coordinator
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Promoting citizenship:
Workshop on the role of journalism

In February more than fifty journalists from the Bolivian
Pantanal participated in a workshop which served to awaken
interest and an investigative spirit among the participants
during two days of debate, regarding the importance of
sustainability in the development of the Pantanal and the key
role of the media and citizens in general.

At the initiative of the Journalists Union from Puerto Quijarro,
with the backing and leadership of the Federation of Journalists
from Santa Cruz and in collaboration with WWF Bolivia, the
conservation organization, the workshop entitled “Towards
the Construction of a Sustainable Development in Southeastern
Bolivia” was carried out.

With the objective of stimulating the media and their operators
in forming public opinion, this dynamic opportunity for dialogue,
discussion and exchange of knowledge was set up regarding
the roles faced by the local and departmental press in face
of the challenges in southeastern Bolivia under a framework
of environmental and social sustainability.

The workshop was carried out in Puerto Quijarro for two days
and included the participation of regional authorities, the
mayor, city council members and the sub-prefect from the
Germán Busch Province, as well as special guests from Brazil
and Bolivia: representatives from the Andean Development
Corporation (CAF), Jindal Steel Bolivia, the Bolivian Society
for Environmental Law (SBDA) and Ecoa/Ríos Vivos.

The workshop allowed for journalists to learn about the
experience of technical staff working on various productive
and natural resource management topics in the Pantanal,
identifying the enormous need to disseminate this information
efficiently and in a balanced manner for the population in
general, and with it strengthen the valuable role of the media
regarding the facilitation of information and building citizenship.

Upon concluding the event a series of lessons learned were
drafted in terms of the role of the local media in the development
process and generating citizenship with sensitivity towards
the environment. “Awareness and personal commitment on
behalf of the local population and other actors involved in
sustainable development in the Pantanal should be promoted
starting with the media”, was one of the proposed conclusions.

For further information:prebolledo@wwfbolivia.org

Living

Mr. Lorenzo Yopiéz, El Deber newspaper correspondent
and Divisa Radio journalist, interviewing Mr. Luis Callaú
from Jindal Steel Bolivia

© WWF / Juan Carlos VACA
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On April 3rd and 4th, the First Forum and International Fair
for Water and the Environment was held in Santa Cruz de la
Sierra denominated “ExpoAgua 2008”. The Forum became
a new scenario from which to generate proposals and links
among the different actors related to the problems affecting
this resource (water).  Representatives from municipal,
departmental and national institutions participated, as well as
special guests at the international level.

“WWF, through its Pantanal Programme, participated in this
first initiative in Santa Cruz, and displayed a stand which
focused on raising awareness among visitors regarding the

importance of water for the planet and humanity in general,
the role of the Pantanal as a regulator for the provision of
water and many other environmental services (soil fertility,
biological control, climate regulation, etc.), and which sustains
the productivity of the Upper Watershed of the Paraguay River
and, with it, the entire Paraguay-Paraná wetland system, of
which five countries depend upon (Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia,
Paraguay and Uruguay)”, specified Pamela Rebolledo,
Coordinator for WWF Bolivia’s Pantanal Programme.

For further information:prebolledo@wwfbolivia.org

First Forum and International Fair for Water and the Environment: ExpoAgua 2008

© WWF / José CRESPO Visitors at WWF’s stand at ExpoAgua
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Living
Inia boliviensis: Natural Heritage of the Beni

The River dolphin (Inia boliviensis) has been designated by Prefectural
Resolution Nº 028/2008 dated March 28th as “Natural Heritage of the
Department of the Beni”.

In past months, and with support from WWF, a continental census of
Dolphins in the Orinoco and Amazon watersheds in South America
(specifically the Ichilo, Mamoré and Iténez rivers in Bolivia) was carried
out and concluded with very encouraging results for Bolivia, since it was
the country that – in the stretch along the Iténez - recorded the most
Dolphins: 914 individuals of one single species: Inia boliviensis.

In 2006, Martínez Agüero et al. published the first genetic report for the
genus Inia, proving – thanks to advancements in molecular science – that
the species found in Bolivia is new and is separate from Inia geoffrensis,
and that because of a selection process and geographic isolation in Bolivia,
due to a series of rapids and waterfalls – rapids of Porto Velho – evolved
and was separated from the rest of the species of Dolphins known worldwide.
Scientists discovered that this Bolivian species presents a greater number
of teeth, larger body size and a smaller cranium in relation to Inia geoffrensis.

This becomes the first scientific study for Inia boliviensis since its discovery
as a new species for science, which established the basis for this Bolivian
Dolphin to have a unique importance for conservation.

© Bruno PAMBOUR / WWF-Canon
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Conservation plan for the
River dolphin in South America

During the last five years, in cetacean specialists’ meetings, conservation
initiatives have been discussed for different populations of River dolphins
in Asia and South America, given that threats faced by these species are
highly disturbing.

The cetacean specialists from the IUCN have been emphasizing the need
to carry out programmes to estimate the abundance of River dolphins in
South America, using standard methodologies and covering large segments
of river in each one of the continent’s countries, with the objective of having
a measurable estimate regarding the conservation status of these species.

Technical basis for naming the species
as Natural Heritage of the Beni

Source: FaunAgua

1) Unique, new and endemic species in
Bolivia

2) Conservation status in a preventive
stage; IUCN category listed as
vulnerable due to a lack of information

3) Charismatic and appealing species
that captures the attention of the
press, tourists, investors and general
public

4) Positive perception of local actors
regarding the species: traditional
legends of the communities where
the species is found revolve around
alleged positive mythical powers, such
as for example fertility, beauty and
courage.

5) In Bolivia there are no conflicts
between fishermen and Dolphins, as
sometimes occurs in other countries.

6) The species Inia boliviensis – due to
the aforementioned characteristics
and because it is an indicator of the
conservation status of the regions it
inhabits – has an exceptional image
worthy of a delegate for conservation
strategies, through which diverse
environmental problems can be
approached

© WWF Colombia / Ximena GALEANO Expedition during one of the stretches of the continental census
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This proposal established the foundation so that the Fundación Omacha,
WWF, Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS), Whale and Dolphin
Conservation Society (WDCS) and FaunAgua join forces and carry out the
first regional effort aimed at estimating the abundance of River dolphins
Inia geoffrensis, Inia boliviensis and Sotalia fluviatilis in South America by
traveling 3500 km in seven expeditions carried out in five countries, in the
Orinoquia and Amazon in Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Brazil and
Bolivia.

To date there are results regarding estimates in terms of density and
abundance for each one of the routes sampled, identification per country
of the concrete threats affecting River dolphins and the aquatic ecosystems
they inhabit, geographic information regarding the places where the species
are present in each country and a total of 30 professionals trained in the
use of the methodology and Distance 5.0 software, under which the data
is analyzed. Concluding this first stage, it becomes urgent to implement
a second phase of the project, in which the Regional Conservation Plan
for River Dolphins in South America is drafted, as well as the implementation
of priority conservation actions.

For the drafting of this Plan an international workshop was held from April
21st to 23rd, 2008 in Santa Cruz, Bolivia, in which the group of researchers
from each country participated and who had been part of the first phase,
as well as representatives from environmental governmental institutions
of each country involved, local, regional and international NGOs, experts
in aquatic ecosystems, River dolphins and fishing, as well as the presence
of Enrique Crespo, Coordinator for the Cetacean Specialist Group for the
IUCN for Latin America. The following was worked on during the workshop:
• A regional conservation strategy for the River dolphin in South America
• Guidelines for the drafting of an Action Plan for the Conservation of the

River dolphin Inia boliviensis in Bolivia
• Guidelines for the design of a Geographic Information System (GIS)

regarding the distribution, threats, areas of research and information
gaps for River dolphins in South America

• Consolidation of a project portfolio that involves River dolphins and
aquatic ecosystems.

For further information:Isainz@wwfbolivia.org
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Help for the
victims of the
flooding in Bolivia

As a sad repeat of the events in 2007, the
population in the Department of Beni again
suffered a very difficult period with several months
of severe flooding.  Thousands of families lost
everything – their homes, their possessions, their
crops and livestock. Although the waters have
now receded, the consequences of economic
loss and the effects on human health will be felt
throughout the remainder of the year and beyond.
Increases in cases of malaria, intestinal infections,
dengue fever, and more have resulted.

WWF staff in WWF Bolivia and WWF USA made
personal donations in a show of solidarity for
those affected, with a total of US$ 826 collected.
With these funds, and through a generous
discount by the Farmacorp company, the Beni
Red Cross was able to get much needed
medications and distribute them to those most
in need. WWF takes pride in the generosity of
its staff, which surely has brought smiles to many
Bolivian families.

LIVING PUBLICATIONS

The book of hope for the Amazon forest:
“Amazon Your Business: Opportunities and
solutions in the rainforest”

WWF is one of the funders of the book “Amazon Your Business”, the
first guide worldwide – with 200 full color pages – of sustainable forest
and river products from the Amazon countries: Brazil, Bolivia, Peru,
Ecuador, Colombia, Venezuela, Guyana and Surinam.

The book presents more than 50 new consumable products: body
care products, cosmetics, oils, aromatic flavors, sustainable caiman
leather shoes, modern rubber bags, gold jewelry, medicines, snacks,
energy drinks, gourmet chocolate, food supplements, furniture and
others.

Amazon Your Business
explains how the market
works in relation to the
conservation of the forest,
aid for development and
poverty al leviat ion. I t
includes interviews with
ministers, businessmen,
consultants and leaders of
international organizations,
NGOs and local inhabitants.

Amazon Your Business has
been published in English,
Du tch ,  Span ish  and
Portuguese. WWFol io
readers are eligible for a
30% discount of the publication paying only  22.90 for each copy.
To receive this discount, please include the words “AYB WWF Bolivia”
in your online purchase.

For further information and orders:www.amazonyourbusiness.nl

© WWF / Yvanna DORADO Delivering the donation
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WWF Bolivia receives
recognition for its contribution
to the forestry sector
The Bolivian Forestry Chamber
honors WWF Bolivia

On March 28th, WWF Bolivia, the conservation
organization, was awarded a special recognition
on behalf of the Bolivian Forestry Chamber for
its contribution to the forest sector. The award
was received by WWF Bolivia’s Country
Representative, Mr. Roger Landivar, during the
swearing in ceremony of the Forestry Chamber’s
Board of Directors during the fourth Wood
Industry Business Roundtable, of which WWF
and its GFTN (Global Forest and Trade Network)
also took part, with the participation of over 30
international GFTN member businessmen.

The Chamber read a summary of WWF and its
work mentioning WWF’s contribution to
sustainable forest management and recognizing
its professional skills and capacities. They
highlighted WWF’s role in training the country’s
first group of leaders for forest concessions and
incorporating the concept of sustainability in the
90s. These leaders, now businessmen, play a
key role in Bolivia’s sound forest management.
“It is also worth mentioning that WWF Bolivia
created the local branch of the Global Forest
and Trade Network (GFTN), the Bolivia FTN,
with 11 participating companies representing
92% of Bolivia’s FSC certified forests.”

“The Bolivian Forestry Chamber appreciates and
values WWF’s work in Bolivia and the world, and
thus, it is with great satisfaction that we present
this award for its service and assistance to Mr.
Roger Landivar”, stated Mrs. Karina Tellería.

Forests

© WWF / Viviane VON OVEN Mr. Roger Landivar receiving the award from Mr. Pablo Antelo



Barcelona and Santa Cruz de la Sierra:
twinned cities for forests

During the 2008 ExpoForest – the largest wood trade fair in Bolivia –
WWF made a public distinction to both municipalities for having signed
the “Responsible Purchase Policy” and a “Protocol of Friendship and
Cooperation”, ceremony in which the Mayor of Santa Cruz, Mr. Percy
Fernández, participated. This joint effort between Spain and Bolivia aims
to preserve the future of forests, threatened by deforestation, climate
change and illegal logging, among others.

In addition, the “International Seminar on Responsible Purchase Policies
for Forestry Products – Exchange Santa Cruz de la Sierra – Barcelona”,
was also carried out during the ExpoForest and intended to facilitate
the necessary technical support to implement the “Responsible Purchase
Policy” that the City Council of Barcelona adopted in 2005, following the
recommendations made on behalf of WWF Spain, and that the Santa
Cruz Municipal Government has also assumed, together with WWF
Bolivia, in July of last year.

The responsible purchase of forest products is an opportunity for
companies and institutions to become actively involved in protecting
forests by acquiring wood that comes from sustainable forest
management. According to Mr. Félix Romero, Forest Coordinator for
WWF Spain, “these initiatives are examples that, because of their positive
impact on the conservation of forests, should be copied by other local
governments.”

For further information:  gpena@wwfbolivia.org

Mr. Pedro Colanzi, First Vice-President of the
Bolivian Forestry Chamber also expressed how
“very grateful we are to WWF for bringing – for
the second year in a row – a large group of
GFTN’s businessmen to take part in the
Chamber’s Roundtable”. This support has been
possible thanks to the International Finance
Corporation (IFC), the Royal Embassy of the
Netherlands and WWF Sweden / SIDA.

Mr. Landivar expressed that “this recognition
spans 15 years of the organization’s forest work
in Bolivia, and has been possible thanks to the
hard work of the entire WWF Bolivia family, as
well as many colleagues that aren’t working with
us anymore. A special thank you goes to all of
them.”

Seeking to support the management and
sustainable forest trade and certification, WWF
Bolivia is working towards strengthening
indigenous communities’ capacities for
responsible management and trade as well as
promoting a national preferential demand for
wood forthcoming from well managed forests,
links between communities and companies, and
the use of forest certification criteria as a planning
tool to improve forest management.

For further information:emagarinos@wwfbolivia.org

© WWF / Nardyn PIZARRO Barcelona City Council, Santa Cruz de la Sierra Municipal Government and
WWF Bolivia during the act
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WWF Bolivia, the conservation organization, and its Bolivia
Forest and Trade Network (FTN) organized for the second
consecutive year, the Business Mission for Forestry Products,
aimed at companies that are part of the Global Forest and
Trade Network (GFTN) and are interested in establishing
trade relations with companies that are participating in the
Bolivia FTN, certified Bolivian producers or those in process
of certification.

“One of the objectives of the GFTN is to create local forest
trade networks (referred to as FTNs) that guarantee profitable
associations between producers and buyers committed with
the production and trade of certified forest products”, said
Róger Landívar, WWF Bolivia’s Country Representative.

“In supporting this initiative, the International Finance
Corporation (IFC) seeks to promote the development of the

productive wood chain through the creation of long term trade
links between Bolivian producers, participants of the Bolivia
FTN, and foreign companies”, indicated Mr. Juan Gonzalo
Flores, Programme Manager for Consulting Services for the
IFC in Latin America.

In March 2008, the Business Mission – which also participated
in the ExpoForest Business Roundtable – was able to bring
together more than 30 participants from Europe and Latin
America, and business intentions above US$ 4,000,000,
amount that exceeded the expectations of the organizers.

This event is possible thanks to the generous support of the
IFC and the Royal Embassy of the Netherlands.

For further information: mcarreras@wwfbolivia.org

Results of the Business Mission for Forestry Products from the Bolivia FTN

© WWF España / C.GARCIA - F.ROMERO Foreign business men and women visiting the company Mabet in La Paz



© WWF / Gustavo YBARRA
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OUR PARTNERS

IBIF: Bolivian Institute for Forestry Research

Established in 2002, IBIF is an NGO whose main objective is twofold: one,
to generate forest management tools based on research results, and
secondly, to disseminate their results through formal and informal training.

In the last few years, IBIF has diversified its areas of action. It now not only
carries out research and dissemination, but also uses its information for
practical purposes that help other groups from the forestry sector. Such
is the case with the work that IBIF has been carrying out with WWF since
2004, with the installation of Permanent Monitoring Parcels in Bajo Paraguá.
To date, IBIF is working with WWF in the compilation and publication of
the results and practical work recommendations accumulated during the
past four years in these parcels, an important input for good forest
management in the Amazon.

In addition, in the hopes of sharing and disseminating the results generated
by national institutions, as well as by neighboring countries, in the various
areas of forestry science, by specialists and others, and emphasizing
community forestry management, the Promab Association, together with
IBIF and other institutions, is organizing for September the IV National
Forestry Research Meeting under the slogan “Towards a Community
Forestry Management Model”.

For further information: www.ibifbolivia.org
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IBIF’s mission
Carry out and promote forestry
research in Bolivian tropical forests
and disseminate the results to
p r o m o t e  t h e  s u s t a i n a b l e
management of resources.

Vision
IBIF is a reference institution in
Bolivia for the generation, analysis
and dissemination of scientific
forestry knowledge at the national
and international ambit related to
the conservation of forests.
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LIVING PUBLICATIONS

Field Guide for the Identification of Attributes of
High Conservation Value Forests (HCVFs)

This guide is a joint effort between WWF and IBIF to provide a tool of easy
access and use for professionals that carry out field evaluations for the
identification of HCVFs. It is hoped that this tool will support evaluators in
verifying the fulfillment of the requisite of Principle 9 of the standard for

wood certification by the Forest Stewardship Council
(FSC), identifying special sites in natural tropical forests
in Bolivia.

One of the objectives of this guide is to generate capacities
for local managers in the identification of the attributes
of HCVFs, disseminate concepts regarding sustainability
of natural forests via voluntary forestry certification, and
identifying the fulfillment of Principle 9 of the FSC.

For further information: omelgarejo@wwfbolivia.org
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More
Earth Hour in Bolivia:

Santa Cruz’s Main Square and
Cathedral turned off their lights
for one hour on March 29th

The lights were turned off in demonstration of
Bolivia’s support to the global campaign known
as “Earth Hour 2008”, and in expression of its
commitment to reduce our impact on climate
change.

Santa Cruz de la Sierra, a city of 1.5 million
inhabitants, located in eastern Bolivia, within
the Amazon, was the first city in Latin America
to sign up for this global initiative - Buenos
Aires and Bogotá followed, led by WWF, the
global conservation organization, in the fight
against climate change.

On March 29th, 2008 Santa Cruz de la Sierra’s
main square “24 de Septiembre” turned off its
lights in an event organized by WWF in
collaboration with the local power company
CRE , the Municipal Government of Santa
Cruz de la Sierra, and the major newspaper,
El Deber. Preceded by a speech given by the
Mayor of Santa Cruz, Mr. Percy Fernández,
Mr. Enrique Landívar, President of the
Municipal City Council, proceeded in lowering
the power switch that illuminates the plaza.

© WWF / Jordan GANTIER Fire juggling during Earth Hour in Santa Cruz

pie de foto:

-          en el titulo, quitar el superindice a 29th

-          lo mismo en la 1ª linea del 3º parrafo
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The Cathedral, Manzana 1 Art Gallery and
some other businesses and private homes
throughout the city also turned off their lights.
A total of 1.35% of energy was saved in the
city that night between 8 and 9 pm.

Hundreds of people of all ages, as well as the
Department’s main authorities, showed up at
the main plaza to join this global movement
and show their commitment and responsibility
regarding saving energy to reduce our impact
on global warming, and thus, on climate
change. Speeches and entertainment (Eufonía
musical ensemble, Urubichá string trio, jugglers
with fire) added color and music to the hour
long blackout.

Minutes before lowering the power switch,
WWF Bolivia’s Conservation Director, Mr.
Adolfo Moreno, stated that “climate change is
an inconvenient truth – making a direct
reference to Al Gore’s movie – which has been
increasing due to man’s activities, mainly in
large cities, in which greenhouse gas effects
have dramat ical ly increased and are
contributing to global warming”.

For further information: npizarro@wwfbolivia.org

© WWF / Jordan GANTIER Urubichá string trio
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WWF and IUCN launch a new online
‘green’ community for young people

What do you think about the idea of meeting people all over the world
worried about a common topic: the environment?

Two of the world’s largest environmental organizations, WWF and
IUCN, supported by Nokia, are launching www.connect2earth.org for
young people to tell the world what they think about the environment.

Connect2earth is a new online community where young people can
have their say on the environment by uploading videos, pictures and
comments in any language, and share experiences to protect the
environment. It will also allow ranking other entries, discussing the
issues that matter most to you and share smart ideas and solutions
from your own community. Each month users will vote on a winner
who will be rewarded with a Nokia mobile phone.

The overall winner, selected by a panel of prominent conservationists,
will get the chance to participate in the IUCN World Conservation
Congress in Barcelona this October and present his or her ideas directly
to political, environmental and business leaders from around the world.

For further information: www.connect2earth.org

www.connect2earth.org

© WWF / Jordan GANTIER  Mr. Adolfo Moreno of WWF giving his speech
during Earth Hour
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WWF
The global conservation organization

WWF's ultimate goal is to stop and eventually reverse environmental degradation and to build a future where people live in
harmony with nature. Our promise to the world is that through working together, we will find the best solutions to save nature.
For more than 40 years our passion, commitment, and inspiring actions have made us the most recognized independent
conservation organization on Earth.

Living
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From Human Resources…

Much has been written about human resources
and the talent needed to successfully achieve
the objectives of any organization, and in WWF
we are firmly convinced that this capacity is real
in terms of achieving goals through the
commitment of all those who work in an institution.

For this, WWF promotes three fundamental
values: respect, integrity and results, and applies
them in its work aiming to, just as WWF does as
an organization, mark the difference from each
individual and leave a positive footprint, not only
on the planet, but also on those individuals who
surround us: our families, colleagues, partners
and friends.

The challenge is to learn to be respectful with
others and the planet, and to always carry forward
our actions with integrity, while at the same time
achieving the proposed results.

For further information: pfernandez@wwfbolivia.org

© WWF / Viviane VON OVEN Some of WWF Bolivia’s staff members


