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The Amazon biome extends throughout the
territories of eight countries in South America
and covers more or less seven million square
kilometers, almost the same territorial extension
as the continental portion of the United States.

The dimensions, therefore, of the Amazon are
enormous, continental and, in few words,
‘amazonic’.

Outstanding is also the importance of the Amazon
globally: sheltering the planet’s most extensive
continuous canopy of tropical rainforest,
possessing an unparalleled diversity of species
and habitats, providing a critical and irreplaceable
role in maintaining the climate at global and

regional level, and is the home to numerous
ethnic groups who share resources with the non
indigenous population that inhabits the region
as well.

The world’s attention is grasped by the immensity
and variety of its natural resources, the force of
its rivers and the illusory perspective of economic
growth and expansion of economic activities,
placing the Amazon in its most active state known
to date and at the forefront of agricultural growth
and infrastructure development, generating
unprecedented deforestation rates and
aggravating problems related to the displacement
of communities at the local level and climate
change at the global level.

Infinite Amazon

Living
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The graphic and thematic content of this publication is of entire responsibility of WWF Bolivia, the conservation organization, and does not necessarily represent
the institutional criteria of the organizations mentioned and referenced throughout the publication.

The highways that now more than
ever perforate the forest resembling
tunnels made out of plants, dams that
interrupt river currents and the
unrestricted migration of fish, the
unplanned development  and
occupation of land, razing off millennial
forests, repeated burning and more
frequent forest fires, un-requested
disruption of the ways and customs
of the local people, some of which
have remained in voluntary isolation
and have had no contact with the
outside world, species that become
extinct yet unknown to man, and
everything we observe with anguish

that occurs before our very own eyes,
summarize an unsustainable situation
without precedent.

People and the environment end up
to be the most affected. The world
watches with alarm what is occurring
in the Amazon and a collective,
organized, harmonious, and agreed-
upon reaction lingers in arriving
despite the urgency of beginning to
join efforts, of seeking synergies and
acting without delay.

The Amazon could be endless if
everyone, in a united effort between

local inhabitants, governments and
other organizations and, in general,
the world, set out to accomplish this.
WWF is ready and willing to join this
effort with imagination, strength and
transformational strategies.

Adolfo Moreno
Conservation Director
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Towards tri-national fishing
management in the Upper
Watershed of the Paraguay River

During the month of May in Puerto Quijarro,
under the project “Fishing Management in the
Bolivian Pantanal”, implemented by partner NGO
FaunAgua in collaboration with WWF, the first
tri-national meeting was held between fishing
management technicians from the three countries
which make up the Pantanal: Bolivia, Brazil and
Paraguay, and, as a guest, the Proteger
Foundation from Argentina.

This meeting was based on the understanding
that fishing in the Pantanal depends on the
hydrological regulation of the entire system of
which it is a part of – the Paraguay-Paraná
wetland system, including Uruguay and Argentina
– and established the basis for developing
integrated fishing management.

Representatives from the Departmental
Government of Santa Cruz, the Germán Busch
Fishermen’s Cooperative of Bolivia, technicians
and scientists from the aforementioned countries,
participated. This meeting also promoted the
exchange of technical criteria regarding the
potentials and threats of this resource in the
Paraguay-Paraná system, with special emphasis
on the Pantanal.

As a result, a network was created for the exchange of technical information
among the participating countries, aiming to share experiences, research,
training and legislation related to fishing, among others, as well as work
towards the development of a sustainable fishing plan for the Upper
Watershed of the Paraguay River and the Pantanal.

The network of countries sharing the watershed will meet again in November
2008 to exchange experiences and lessons learned regarding participatory
fishing management.

For further information please contact:
prebolledo@wwfbolivia.org
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Citizen participation in Santa Clara: Solid
waste management

As of 2005, WWF and the Municipal Government of San
Matías have been working together on this project at the
initiative of its citizens, and which aims at consolidating the
participatory management of 18 women who have taken the
lead in this community to work with waste – whether it be
organic, plastic, glass, cans, etc. – generated in homes.

The management of solid waste in the Community of Santa
Clara, located in the municipality of San Matías in the Bolivian
Pantanal, emerges from a concern to ensure that its removal
and treatment is both sanitary and environmentally appropriate.

The project includes selective separation of garbage and
recycling.

“This is an opportunity to develop a sense of participation
within the community, including the issue of gender and
community economy. It is also an opportunity to counteract
poverty and segregation while at the same time reducing
environmental pollution in the Pantanal”, stated Pamela
Rebolledo, Coordinator for WWF Bolivia’s Pantanal
Programme.

In fact, this group of women has taken the initiative one step
further and formed a small business, the “Santa Clara
Association for Solid Waste Management”, for which they are
currently applying for legal status.

Through this project WWF has also provided the association
with the appropriate clothing and tools for the safe manipulation,
selection and separation of the garbage in order to ensure
that their health is not at risk. In addition, they received training
in proper waste selection, manipulation and treatment, as well
as basic accounting and business management.

This training has been the push that is allowing the association
to sell the sub-products it has collected such as: scrap iron,
batteries, glass and plastic; as well as take advantage of the
organic waste which is used to produce compost for use in

community vegetable gardens, and the surplus being sold to
other plant nurseries.

The sale of these sub-products directly contributes to the
family income, as well as a fund for the community business.
In fact, the association is working with community authorities
in the hopes of providing funding to other community initiatives.

“We never thought plastic or cardboard was important but it
has now changed our lives”, indicated Amalia Vaca, president
of the association.

For further information please contact:
prebolledo@wwfbolivia.org
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Improving our knowledge of the
marsh deer for its conservation
and management

The Friends of the Museum Foundation (Fuamu),
the Natural History Noel Kempff Mercado
Museum (MHNNKM) and the Prefecture of Beni,
in collaboration with WWF, carried out an aerial
census of the marsh deer (Blastocerus
dichotomus) in the Iténez Protected Area, which
includes savannas with forest on firm terrain,
palm groves, flooded shrub and herb savannas,
and permanent wetlands (Fuamu 2007 in Ten
et al. 2002), representing the preferred habitat
for the specie.

The census aimed at determining the distribution
of the species in the Iténez Protected Area,
providing a training opportunity for staff from the
MHNNKM and others in aerial surveys and
interpreting geographic information.

The following results were obtained:

• An estimated density of one marsh deer per
6.8 km2 (1664 marsh deers in 475 km2 sampled
at a flying altitude of 60 m above ground)

• 54.5% of the observations occurred in flooded
savannas

© Google Earth / Fuamu

Living

• The areas with a lower density of marsh deer were those near human
settlements, since the impact of hunting, according to Fuamu 2007 in Ten
et al. (2002), can reach a distance of 10 km around the areas that are
inhabited.

In addition, maps were made in JPG, Arc View, and Google Earth formats,
which included geographic information on the study area.

Although the perception of the local population is that the marsh deer
population has decreased, only two ranches reported that the deer had
completely disappeared. Excessive hunting and burning to regenerate
grass lands, as well as diseases that have been introduced, were identified
as possible threats for the marsh deer population and other mammals.

The Iténez Protected Area’s administration will be presenting this information
to the Management Committee for the area, as well as to representatives
from the communities within the Iténez Park, in order to discuss conservation
and management options for the marsh deer and other mammals that are
also threatened within the savannas of this protected area.

For further information please contact:
Isainz@wwfbolivia.org
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The Bolivian Amazon’s fishing
economy could be affected by
the imminent construction of
dams

A recent study carried out by the NGO FaunAgua,
in collaboration with WWF, and presented to a
high level governmental commission, gave
convincing results in terms of the possible impacts
that could be caused by the Jirau and San
Antonio dams - on the Madeira River in Brazil -
on the fishing economy and food security of the
inhabitants of the Bolivian Amazon.

The study reports that in the Amazon fish are a
part of the diet for approximately 950,000 people
in Bolivia, and that roughly 155,000 people living
along river banks in the Departments of Beni,
Pando, Santa Cruz, Cochabamba and La Paz
carry out subsistence fishing. It also gave
information on the existence of some 16,000
commercial fishermen who generate USD
4,000,000 annually (approximately 3,200 metric
tons annually from commercial fishing). The
study goes on to indicate that the current fishing
activity barely represents 10% of the fishing
potential in the Bolivian Amazon and could
represent up to 0.3% of the national Gross
Domestic Product (GDP).

The species of Amazon fish that are currently
targeted for commercial fishing are Prochilodus
nigricans, catfish (Pseudoplatystoma fasciatum),
cod (Brachyplatystoma filamentosum) and red
belly pacu (Piaractus brachypomus).  Of these
commercially fished species, 80% are migratory;
in other words, they first migrate up river (from
Brazil to Bolivia) to spawn and then return in the
opposite direction to develop. In spite of a system
which is supposed to allow the fish to pass
through the dams, this migration – vital to the
survival of these fish – will be reduced by the

dams which will be obstacles in their migratory
habits.

The final recommendations of the study bring
attention to three fundamental aspects:

• National hydro-electric energy policies should
take into consideration not only economic
aspects, but also ecological and socio-cultural
aspects as well;

• The dams should be placed above the range
of the migration of fish; and

• Smaller dams have less of a socio-cultural and
environmental impact in comparison to larger
dams, such as those planned for Jirau and San
Antonio on the Madeira River.

For further information please contact:
manez@wwfbolivia.org
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Totolima and Carmen Pampa:
Model communities within a
municipal reserve and applying
sustainable development
practices

Towards the end of 2007, the Integrated Center
for Ecological Defense and Rural Development
(Cideder) and WWF, in efforts to support the
sustainable development practices carried out
by the communities in the Municipal Wildlife
Reserve of Northern Tiquipaya, decided to
support the purchase of equipment for packaging
honey for the Totolima - Carmen Pampa
Apiculture Community Company.

This simple action was part of the project “Support
for the Consolidation and Conservation of the
Reserve”, which included the creation and
strengthening of the aforementioned company.
Its current business plan has been fundamental
in finding new market niches for their honey and
allowed them to participate in a public bidding
process, competing with two other companies,
aimed at providing school breakfasts for two of
the six educational districts in the Municipality
of Tiquipaya during 2008 (30% of the honey
produced by the company).

These first steps are oriented towards satisfying
a municipal demand by providing a product that
is a dietary complement, while contributing a
significant amount of energy for 4000 beneficiary
children; this is also the first community company
that packages and sells their certified organic
honey to schools in Bolivia for their breakfasts.
The certification of the honey produced in the
Reserve was made possible after three years of
work and thanks to the support of the municipal
government, Cideder, WWF and the certifying
company IMO Control Latin America (certificate
Nr. 26379).

The honey from the Reserve is produced organically and no
chemical pesticides are used in the area from which the bees
obtain their pollen. In order to ensure the quality of the honey,
a limited number of beehives are permitted per hectare and
thus ensuring that the carrying capacity of the area is not
overburdened and according to what is stipulated by the
standards established by the certifying entity.
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Initiatives such as this community micro-business,
which generate benefits within a protected area
in Bolivia, are experiences which can serve as
a model in promoting sustainable community
economic development for others who are living
within or around protected areas.

The communities of Totolima and Carmen Pampa
decided to undertake this initiative based on the
area’s potential and characteristics in terms of
its flora, which favors producing organic honey.

The continuous opening of markets is obtained
only by ensuring the high quality of the product
and by demonstrating its added value in
comparison with other similar products in its
same category.

Under this assumption, the Totolima - Carmen
Pampa Apiculture Community Company is
working towards obtaining the ISO 22000
certification, in order to have international
endorsement in terms of their food safety
management standards.

The Foundation for the Development of the
National System of Protected Areas (Fundesnap),
Cideder and WWF are currently working on an
exit strategy, a Financial Strategic Plan developed
under a common agenda with all stakeholders
and aiming to consolidate, manage and provide
sustainability to the Municipal Wildlife Reserve
of Northern Tiquipaya.

This initiative is part of the support provided over
the past five years, with funding from the Gordon
and Betty Moore Foundation / WWF US, in which
important steps were possible and making future
prospects encouraging.

For further information please contact:
mroca@wwfbolivia.org
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Cururú Indigenous Wood
Association
A firm step towards joining the
Bolivia FTN

WWF Bolivia’s Forest Trade Network (FTN)
recently invited the Cururú Indigenous Wood
Association (Aimcu) to participate in the Network.
The Bolivia FTN aims to link the supply and
demand of certified products from Bolivia, as
well from outside its borders, by working with
not only with private concessions, but also with
local associations of forest users (referred to in
Bolivia as ASLs) and Indigenous Communal
Lands (referred to in Bolivia as TCOs), such as
the case of Cururú – which is a community
belonging to the Guarayos TCO.

'd2In this particular case, the FTN aims to
strengthen this community association by linking
its certified forest production with the local and
international market”, stated Mrs. María del
Carmen Carreras, Bolivia FTN Coordinator.

First steps have already been taken to link
Cururú’s wood offer with the demand of one of
the participating companies of the FTN.

Upcoming editions of the WWFolio will continue
to inform upon the progress made for this
initiative.

For further information please contact:
mcarreras@wwfbolivia.org

In May 2007 Cururú received its FSC certification from
Smartwood / Rainforest Alliance and became the only indigenous
community in Bolivia that currently has this certificate, that, in
addition to improving chances of opening markets for the sale
of their wood, also ensures the economic, environmental and
social sustainability of this activity within the community. Other
organizations, such as Cadefor (Amazonian Center for
Sustainable Forest Enterprise), Bolfor II, Inpa Parket, Bolivian
Forestry Chamber and WWF Bolivia also played a key role in
this process.

Forests
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More and more companies are
joining the Bolivia FTN

Seeking to establish plans that promote
responsible forest trade through linking wood
products from sustainable sources with the
demand of companies that are members of
WWF’s Global Forest and Trade Network
(GFTN), the Bolivia FTN has, to date and after
two years of work, achieved the formal
membership of 12 participants, among forest
industry companies and handicraft companies.

The growing concern on behalf of companies to
extract and sell sustainable wood (and in this
way support forest conservation which is the
source of their raw material and income),
combined with the interest of these companies
in joining the Bolivia FTN, allowed us to make
progress during this past month in terms of new
companies that have applied for membership in
La Paz, Cochabamba and the northern portion
of the Amazon in Bolivia (in the cities of Riberalta
and Cobija).

The following companies in La Paz have applied
to become members of the Bolivia FTN:
- Promad S.A.
- Tropical Andes S.R.L.
- Dekma Bolivia S.A.

In Cochabamba:
- Madersec
- Sinature

In Riberalta and Cobija:
- Bolital Ltda.
- San Juan Pando S.R.L.
- Maderera Ipacaraí
- San Agustín Pando
- San Martín Sawmill

WWFolio • 11
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- Anatina Toys
- Ecolegno
- Jolyka
- La Chonta Woods Ltda.
- Mabet
- Multiagro S.A.
- SumaPacha Industrial

- Bosques Tropicales S.A.
- Industria Maderera San Luis
- Solwood
- Taller Artesanal Bolivia
- Taller Artesanal
  Hermanos Guasase

Thanks to the Business Mission held in Riberalta
this past March, in which more than 30 foreign
GFTN business men and women visited the
region, considerable interest was expressed on
behalf of the forest companies in this region to
join the Bolivia FTN.

For further information please contact:
mcarreras@wwfbolivia.org

Participating companies of the Bolivia FTN are:
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Bolivian Council for Voluntary Forest
Certification (CFV)

The CFV was established in 1995 as a non-profit
national initiative with recognition from the Forest
Stewardsh ip  Counc i l  (FSC)  for  the
implementation and development of FSC
certification in Bolivia.

The CFV is integrated by an array of stakeholders
who represent the sectors that are directly or
indirectly involved in sustainable forest
management (environmental, private, academic
and social), including indigenous people and
local communities. It currently has 206 members
(146 individuals and 60 institutions) that make
up their three chambers: environmental, social
and economic.

Mission
Promote voluntary forest certification and develop
adequate solutions to guide stakeholders within
the sector, as well as consumers and authorities,
and promoting the growth of sustainable forest
management.

OUR PARTNERS

© Nardyn PIZARRO / WWF Bolivia Jolyka company
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Regency manual oriented towards
FSC group certification in Bolivia

In the view of the increased loss and
degradation of forests worldwide,
several inspection initiatives or
mechanisms have been proposed to
determine the legality in terms of the
origin and manufacturing of forestry
products from different countries, of
which the most widely disseminated
is FSC certification.

In the beginning, the FSC promoted
individual certification, but with an
increase in demand and considering
the relatively high costs of certification,
it became necessary to make
adjustments as well as seek and
promote different certification systems
that would allow increasing efficiency
and lower costs.  This is how group
certification management emerged as
an alternative.

This manual, produced by CFV, in
collaboration with WWF and financed
by the IFC, attests the great potential
in Bolivia for group certification
management among communities and
small property owners, allowing for
strategic alliances between these and
private companies.

For further information please contact:
cfv-fbaqueros@scbbs-bo.com

Manual  and  s tandards  o f
verification for forest management
units and wood products in wood
transformation companies and
lumber yards

This general standard proposes the
management and use of an inspection
service to determine if the source of
wood that is being stored, sold and /
or transformed within the industry
comes from a legal wood source and
under management.

This is a local voluntary inspection
mechanism aimed at forestry
management units and wood products
that fall under the national legislation
regarding management and forest
trade with the FSC norms for non
certified controlled wood within WWF’s
policy guidelines for responsible
purchases, as well as acquisitions on
behalf of the Government. The
objective is to promote the legal supply
of wood under management in the
local market.

This inspection mechanism was
developed and promoted by the CFV
in collaboration with WWF. Its pilot
implementation is planned for the
second part of 2008 within some of
the national private and public entities
that are willing, voluntarily, to test it
and eventually adopt it.

LIVING PUBLICATIONS
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Honorable Mention for the
design of WWF’s book One
Tree Bolivia

One Tree Bolivia was one of three publications
honored during the first “2008 National Prize
for the Best Published Book in Bolivia”.

This honorable mention, received by the
Creative Director for Barbián Communication,
Mr. Arturo Larrazábal, was awarded due to the
book’s “clean and consistent design”.

This publication summarized the One Tree
Bolivia awareness campaign carried out in
2006-2007 by WWF Bolivia, and which
materialized in the creation, on behalf of 62
artists, of more than 200 pieces of art from
one single FSC certified tree. Art, culture,
conservation and the wood industry were the
key players of this book, which can be
purchased at the Manzana 1 Art Gallery in
Santa Cruz. Proceeds from the sale of the
book will contribute to the II International
Sculptors Workshop in FSC Certified Wood
scheduled for October 2008.

Congratulations to our allies and to Barbián
Communication for their contribution to our
communication efforts.

El director creativo de Barbian, Arturo
Larrazábal (primero de la izq.) después
de recibir el reconocimiento. “Mención
de honor al diseño” para el libro Un Árbol
de WWF Bolivia
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2nd International Sculptors Workshop in
FSC Certified Wood

The International Sculptors Workshop in FSC Certified Wood
is becoming a cultural benchmark for the city of Santa Cruz.

The first workshop showed the eagerness of the Santa Cruz
population in appreciating this type of artistic and cultural
events.

Eight sculptors from different countries participated in the
Workshop and for one week performed “live” in downtown
Santa Cruz.

The idea was to inform the general public, public and private
companies and institutions, while at the same time raise

awareness regarding sustainable management and FSC forest
certification, highlighting man’s absolute interdependence with
the forest.

From an artistic and cultural perspective, the workshop is an
excellent platform from which artists from different countries
can exchange experiences and promote the role of art in a
public scenario.

Two years later, the Manzana 1 Art Gallery is set on organizing
the II International Sculptors Workshop, and for which eight
sculptors will be participating, selected from over a 100
applicants from 20 countries.

What is outstanding about the workshop is that it is the only
one in the world that uses FSC certified wood in producing
the various objects of art.

© Andrés UNTERLADSTAETTER / WWF Bolivia Sculptor Juan Bustillos at work during the first Sculptors’ Workshop
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Bolivia is the world leader with more
than 2 million hectares of certified
native tropical forests. On that basis,
in 2007, Santa Cruz de la Sierra,
capital of the department which has
the greatest area of certified forests,
was declared the World Capital of
Native Tropical Certified Forests.

Products carrying the FSC label are
independently certified to assure
consumers that they come from
forests that are managed to meet
the social, economic and ecological
needs of present and future
generations. In other words, the FSC
label guarantees that those products
are not contributing to aggravating
the serious problems faced today
by the world’s forests and their
inhabitants, such as deforestation,
illegal logging, loss of biodiversity,
etc.

© María Luisa HOYOS / WWF Bolivia Sculpture made by Karen Macher, first Sculptors’ Workshop
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The Certified Forest Walkway:
Celebrating the Municipal Government’s
commitment with forests

In June of this year, the construction of the “Certified Forest
Walkway” was initiated in follow-up to the Municipal Ordinance
dated May 30, 2006, in which the Framework Cooperation
Agreement was approved for the institutional support between
the Autonomous Municipal Government of Santa Cruz de la
Sierra and WWF Bolivia.

This Walkway was conceived as a green area to celebrate
the city’s appointment as the World Capital of Native Tropical
Certified Forests, as well as the adoption, on behalf of the
Autonomous Municipal Government of Santa Cruz de la Sierra,
of the Responsible Purchase Policy for forestry products.
The wood being used for the construction of this Walkway
carries the FSC label.

The construction started last month, and the wood was
generously donated by the companies La Chonta Woods
Ltda., San Martín and San Luis, thanks to efforts on behalf
of the Bolivian Forestry Chamber.

The Walkway’s design contemplates the construction of two
twin plazas joined by a bridge. Each plaza will have a pavilion
in which the 15 certified wood sculptures will be displayed as
a result of the 2006 and 2008 International Sculptors
Workshops. The Walkway will also include a playground,
walkways, bathrooms and food stands.

WWF is responsible for the construction of one of the plazas
and exhibit pavilions, which are scheduled to be concluded
by October. Parallel to this, the Autonomous Municipal
Government of Santa Cruz de la Sierra has called for a public
bidding process to move forward with the construction of the
aforementioned works that will complement the Walkway.

For further information please contact:
gpena@wwfbolivia.org

The institutional support between the Municipal
Government of Santa Cruz de la Sierra and
WWF Bolivia contemplates three activities that
demonstrate the strong commitment with the
sustainable management of forests:
• Adoption of a Responsible Purchase Policy for
forestry products on behalf of the Municipal
Government and through which this entity will
gradually purchase certified forest products
• The self-proclamation of Santa Cruz de la Sierra
as the World Capital of Native Tropical Certified
Forests
• The creation of the “Certified Forest Walkway”.
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Believing that human resources are fundamental
in successfully achieving the objectives of any
organization, WWF Bolivia organized a retreat
for its 33 staff members.

The retreat included presentations to refresh
administrative procedures and for the technical
staff to share information on their programs.

There were also opportunities for staff members
to get to know each other better, including
activities that involved team efforts in overcoming
an obstacle course.

Week

In previous months WWF helped the Municipality in
developing, implementing and disseminating an Action
Plan aimed at complying with the Responsible Purchase
Policy for forestry products as per the framework of the
Agreement subscribed between WWF and the Municipal
Government.

More

WWF feels that these types of activities encourage better relationships in
the office as well as promoting team work. In fact, these activities are part
of WWF’s accompaniment offered to its human resources.

For further information please contact:
pfernandez@wwfbolivia.org
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WWF
The global conservation organization

WWF's ultimate goal is to stop and eventually reverse environmental degradation and to build a future where people live in
harmony with nature. Our promise to the world is that through working together, we will find the best solutions to save nature.
For more than 40 years our passion, commitment, and inspiring actions have made us the most recognized independent
conservation organization on Earth.
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FUNDING SOURCE
1. WWF US / Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation
2. WWF US / European Union
3. WWF Sweden / SIDA
4. WWF Netherlands
5. WWF International
6. WWF US / International Finance Corporation (IFC)
7. WWF United Kingdom
8. WWF Sweden
9. WWF US
10. WWF Switzerland
11. WWF UK / DfID
12. WWF US / Blue Moon Fund
13. WWF International / SNV
Total

Budget excecution per funding source
(July 2007 to June 2008 - in USD)

USD
830,844.11
 716,505.38
 657,878.19
 442,157.47
 437,944.53
112,602.84
 82,749.88
 67,918.41
 65,889.71
 47,225.55
 36,170.09
 18,437.19

 1,800.43
3,518,124

%
23.62%
20.37%
18.70%
12.57%
12.45%

3.20%
2.35%
1.93%
1.87%
1.34%
1.03%
0.52%
0.05%

100.00%

PROGRAMA
1. Amazon
2. Forests
3. Pantanal
4. Institutional
Total

USD
 1,302,166
 1,246,894

 505,317
 463,746

 3,518,124

%
37.01%
35.44%
14.36%
13.18%

100.00%

Budget excecution per programme
(July 2007 to June 2008 - in USD)
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