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The scale and speed of biodiversity loss threatens people and life on earth. Populations of mammals, 

birds, reptiles, amphibians and fish have declined on average by 60% in the past 40 years – freshwater 

species are going extinct even more rapidly than terrestrial or marine species with a population decline 

of 83% between 1970 and 2014 alone. Today, as we mark World Wetlands Day under a biodiversity 

theme, we must all recognise that 2020 provides us with a unique opportunity to make an ambitious 

global commitment to protect and restore our wetlands and the biodiversity that both depends on 

and underpins them.  

While many efforts to boost plant and animal species with the restoration of habitats are ongoing, 

they are still inadequate, underlining the need for better integration of conservation and operational 

plans to ensure greater progress. Conservation plans must go beyond protected areas, and greater 

efforts and investments are needed for species recovery and re-introduction.  

2020 is a crunch year for the biodiversity and climate emergencies. Governments will review 
international agreements relevant to this challenge, including the Convention on Biological Diversity 
(CBD), the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC). We have a brief window of opportunity to reflect on progress and set out 
recommendations that can inform these agreements and guide future policy responses, which are 
based on the wise use and management of wetlands and wetland-dependent biodiversity. 
 
Wetland ecosystems host remarkable biodiversity: 40% of all species live or breed in wetlands. They 

are also our life support systems, providing us with water, food, protection from floods, droughts and 

storms and livelihoods for over 1 billion people. If we are to accelerate climate action then we must 

reverse the decline of natural wetlands, as they are central to any hopes of tackling the climate 

emergency facing our planet. 

As the wetland community comes together on World Wetlands Day, we must all pay specific attention 

to wetland biodiversity. Biodiversity is the web of life. One species sustains another and once extinct, 

the domino effect of disruption can have dramatic consequences on the integrity and resilience of the 

ecosystem as a whole and ultimately on our food supply and human survival.   



 
We, International Organization Partners to the Convention on Wetlands, would like to urge 

Contracting Parties to the Convention to consider a more ambitious global biodiversity framework and 

adopt measures like those outlined in the Emergency Recovery Plan (ERP), which puts forward six 

priority actions to curb freshwater biodiversity loss. These are: 

1. Accelerating implementation of environmental flows,  

2. Improving water quality, 

3. Protecting and restoring critical habitats, 

4. Managing exploitation of freshwater species and riverine aggregates,  

5. Preventing and controlling non-native species invasions, and 

6. Safeguarding and restoring river connectivity. 

Actions outlined within the ERP will be crucial to ensuring that we create a world in which our 

wetlands, and the people who depend on them and their biodiversity, are thriving.  

This would help to urgently accelerate the work of countries in mobilizing the Strategic Plan of the 

Convention on Wetlands while ensuring harmonization and implementation of complementary global 

conventions.  

Given the urgency of the challenge we must seize  the opportunity in 2020 to reform the existing 

approach, define new and achievable targets, stimulate the investment and deliver on concrete 

action. 
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