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The Amazing Small Mammal

- Smriti Awasti
Shree Mangalodaya Secondary School, Kathmandu

Far away from this generation, far from today's modern world, there was a small and
happy world of animals. Just like we human beings run this world, the world then was ruled
by small creatures. The time were different. It was not very hard for the animals to live
their lives. Far away from conflicts, they lived happily by cooperating; and the Pangolins
ruled the world. Pangolins were small mammals, covered with scales in their skin and no
one could harm them because they were covered with hard shell. The weight of the small
mammal was 20-30 kg but they didn't harm anybody. The life was really happy at that
time. But slowly the humans started to rule, and the pangolins couldn't defeat the human
beings.

Pangolins, the small creature that used to rule the world of animals were very
scared of humans. The human beings started to kill the innocent little mammals. Without
mercy, the people killed the pangolins just for their satisfaction. Pangolins at the ancient
period were literally found at the rate of millions but now we can say that they have just
disappeared. The shy pangolins were so scared that they didn’t go outside, and they
were tired of their world. So, the poor little pangolin just sat inside a hole. They became
nocturnal and wouldn’t come outside at day but only at night time. When the human
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beings were not around, the pangolins would come out of the hole in search of food. They
loved their lives but couldn’t enjoy it. God from the heaven saw all this and thought that
everyone has a time to shine, but one day they all came down. God was also very tired of
seeing all this, so he cursed the human being, “After some time, you humans will also be
killed by the pangolins just like they are now being killed by you.” The humans heard the
curse and decided to kill all the pangolins one by one, so that the curse could not come
true. The human beings searched for pangolins and killed them everyday. To take benefit
from them, the humans cut the scales of pangolins with hard metal substances. The
pangolins cried and begged the humans not to kill them, but the humans believed that if
the mammals were not killed, then the pangolins would be their end.

The pangolins came out of the place to save themselves from the dangerous human
beings. Pangolins have long sticky gum type of tongue by which they can eat their food.
Human beings however didn’t know that the animals that were being killed were actually
beneficial for their environment and not harmful for them in anyway. Pangolins live inside
the soil, making the earth fertile which is another benefit for agriculture. Unaware of all
these contributions, the humans killed the pangolins, mercilessly, taking out their scales
to make attractive ornaments. Thankfully, not all humans were bad, and some good
people knew the benefits of pangolins to human beings. Despite knowing God’s curse,
they decided to help the mammals, so that they could also live their lives however they
wanted.

The killing went on till the end of time, so God gave a final date of the curse. When
the day ended, suddenly all the humans turned into pangolins and the pangolins turned
into humans. All the dead pangolins came back alive as humans. Reversed in their roles,
God gave permission to the now humans to kill the human turned pangolins. The humans
who were kind to pangolins previously did not change their form. Enraged humans got
ready to kill the pangolins, thinking of everything they had gone through in their previous
life. But then one human looked at the pangolin and said, “You used to be humans and
used your power to abuse us. Now that we are humans, we could do the same and Kkill
you all. But if we repeat the same thing as you had done, then the cycle of revenge would
go on and on. So, we won't kill you. We cannot kill you.”

The humans turned to God and requested him, “We cannot kill these pangolins
because it would be like we are taking revenge. But these human beings must promise
us that they will not destroy us again and let us live our lives happily.” The humans who
turned into pangolins, ashamed of their action, took an oath to never harm any animal in
the future. Happy with the decision, God became happy with the Pangolins and granted
the promise. The curse got lifted and everyone came back to their original form. The world
was filled with happiness again. God was relieved and proud of pangolins for their wise
decision. He declared them as the kindest creature of earth and, the Pangolins, after a
long time could do whatever they wanted. They were finally happy.

Save animals; save your world.
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Story of Pangolin

Shree Mangalodaya Secondary School, Kathmandu

- Rozina Thapa

As our holiday started, | felt bored at home. So, | and my friends made a plan to do
hiking, but a problem was that, a perfect place wasn’t fixed. After a long discussion we
decided to do hiking at the hills of Banepa. It is my favourite place. | had visited there
nearly 3-4 times. So, | was going to be the leader. It was my responsibility to take them
safely.

Next day, we reached there early in the morning. We wanted some breakfast so,
we stayed there for some time and ate our breakfast. We had taken bottles of jams,
juices, bread and many more. After the breakfast, we visited the hills and then, for dinner,
| and my friend Isha went to bring some firewood. The tree branches were very high
so, we collected the twigs that we found on the floor. After a handful, we were about to
return. Then | saw something unusual moving in the grasses. | called Isha and we saw a
creature. No sound, no squeaks or howls came from it. | was really shocked.

| called all our friends and we all wondered if it was alive. One friend said, “It's a
baby of a dinosaur. Leave it there.” But | didn’t believe so. | thought it was an endangered
creature. So, | called the police, and after he arrived, he caught the creature and took it
inside his jeep.
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| asked the police, “What is it?”

He replied, “It is a pangolin.”

| asked again what a pangolin is, and the police explained that it was an endangered
creature. | wanted to know more about it, but the police said that even he didn’t know
more. “If you want to find out more about it, research about it in the internet,” he said.

| was determined to find out more. So, after the hiking, | found out that pangolin was
a quiet animal and the word ‘Pangolin’ was derived from Malay word “Pan-gah-lin.” They
are listed as endangered animal, live in grasses and eat ants and termites. There are
eight types of pangolins in the world among which two are found in our country. They are
found in 44 districts of Nepal. The two types of pangolin in Nepal are Chinese Pangolin
and Indian Pangolin. They look like a tortoise and they have sharp nails in the front legs
that help them to dig land. They are mammalian, but their bodies are covered with hard
scales which protect them from other animals.

| also found out that if they are seen anywhere, we should give them to the nearest
police station. It is our duty to protect them because some people kill them for their scales,
nails, meat, skin etc.

From the trip, | learned much more about Pangolins and | will share the information
to my friends as well. The trip became knowledgeable for me.

OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO O OO
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- Prashamsa Adhikari
Shree Mangalodaya Secondary School, Kathmandu

Harish was a boy studying in grade 9. He lived in Makwanpur. He used to go his
school by passing through the jungle. One day on the way to school, he heard some noise
near the bushes. There he saw a ball shaped horny creature and a dog. The dog was
moving that thing here and there.

After the dog left, Harish looked at that creature. It came to its real shape. Seeing
it, Harish was very astonished by its beauty and the gentle behavior. Suddenly, Harish
realized that he was getting late for school, so he rushed towards school as fast as he
can.

Harish’s father was a Forest Officer. He got curious to know about the creature. So,
he asked to his father about it. Then his father told him, “Look dear son, | am very happy
to know that you are getting interested towards wildlife. According to your explanation,
the creature that you saw was a pangolin. In the world, there are eight types of pangolins,
among which two are found in Nepal: Chinese Pangolin and Indian Pangolin.”

Harish asked his father about the colors of the animal and his father explained him
that the Chinese Pangolin is black in color and the Indian Pangolin is copper-like in color.
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After some days, Harish's father went to Kathmandu. He told Harish to telephone him

if he needed any help or information. During his father’s absence, Harish collected many

information about the pangolin and further confirmed with his father through telephone.

Harish wanted to make a pangolin his pet, but he couldn’t do that as it was illegal. So, he

used to take the picture of the pangolin, whenever he saw it around his home.

One day, Harish heard some noise at Kamal's house. He went there and saw a
pangolin inside the basket. People were debating about something. Some were saying
that it was not good to kill it whereas others were saying that it was their ancestor’s
tradition to kill pangolins for meat and scales. Harish asked Kamal, "Why do you need this
creature?” Kamal's father answered that Kamal’s uncle was very ill and the Jhankri had
told them that his uncle would be better only by the medicine prepared using pangolins’
scales.

Harish requested the crowd to listen to him. He started to explain, “Pangolin is a small
mammal whose body is covered with horny scales. It makes the shape of ball whenever
it feels unsafe. Pangolin is not harmful to us, but it is very important.” Everybody started
listening to Harish carefully.

Harish further said, “Pangolins eat millions of ants, termites and larva of pests found
in nature. They make holes as home for themselves using their sharp claws and the holes
they prepare help in increasing the fertility of the forest’s soil. Pangolins also provide
home for other creatures after they leave that place and migrate to another place."

Then one of the people from the crowd asked about the cause of decrease in the
number of pangolins. Harish answered him, “Pangolins are poached for their skin, scales
and meat that has high demand in China and other countries."

Hearing this, the people gathered forced Kamal’s family to set the Pangolin free in
the forest. Kamal’s family also agreed but they were worried that if they let it go, someone
else might capture and kill it. They wondered what else could be done for the mammal’s
safety. Harish answered, “There are many organizations nationally and internationally,
working for its conservation. We will give this pangolin to the police and they will give it to
the related organization for its care and protection."

So, they called the police who thanked them and informed, “Pangolins are
internationally endangered animals. It doesn't harm others, instead they help to maintain
balance in the environment. It is a wrong traditional belief that its scales can be used as
medicines. Their scales are made by keratin and calcium that are also found in human
hair and nails. So, it cannot be used as medicine. It's the duty of all of us to protect it."

The police thanked Harish for stopping people from hurting the creature and told
him to continue his good work. Knowing all of this, Harish’s father became very happy.
Harish was also awarded by his school as the best student of year for his improvement in
study and his contribution for saving the pangolin.

OO OO O OO OO O OO OO OO O OO0 OO O OO OO OO0 OO OO0
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Pangolins Fighting for Their Lives

- Amit Gopali
Mount Chandragiri English Boarding

Once, there were a male and a female pangolin living in a place named as
Chandragiri. The male pangolin’s name was Rio whereas the female pangolin’s name
was Brown. Rio and Brown were very good friends. They two always used to help each
other at the time of need.

Rio and Brown lived in a forest, in a single borrow. Rio and Brown never fought with
each other. They used to spend all the time together with a lot of enjoyment. None of them
reacted badly to each other.

Time went by. After 150 days, Brown gave birth to young ones. Rio and Brown were
very happy because of the birth of their child.

Rio and Brown, both used to take care of their child. They never left their child alone.
In every activity, they used to take care of their child. When their child grew up, they
named their boy as Kim. The whole family spent their time very happily.

Kim along with his parents always went to search for food. As we know Pangolins
eat ants and termite, the whole family went in the search of ants and termites. They
travelled the forest a lot in the search of food.
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One day, they made a plan to search for food separately. All three went in different

area. Rio was searching for food when he saw a person coming towards the forest. He

got scared. No human had ever come to the forest before.

The human turned out to be pangolin poacher. Rio hurriedly ran away to hide in a
place, but the poacher saw him. Rio tried to run away but the poacher chased him. Rio
was very frightened. He was unable to think what he had to do next.

The human came very close to Rio. Seeing the poacher, Rio suddenly turned his
body into a curve shape. He tried to protect himself using his scales and pointed tail. But
he was unsuccessful.

On the other hand, Kim found a mud house of termites and went to call his parents.
When he was searching for them, he saw the human taking Rio away. Kim ran towards
the poacher, but Rio saw him and asked him to run away.

Rio plead Kim to run away. Kim rushed to inform this bad news to his mother. After
hearing this news, Brown was frightened and heartbroken. Kim and Brown followed the
poacher.

After a short time, they found the human. Rio saw his family and tried to get out of
the cage. He used his pointed tail and cut the poacher’s hand. The poacher in pain got
angry and killed Rio right in front of his family. Heartbroken, Kim and Brown ran away
back to their burrow and cried for their lost family member.

For a long time, the mother and son spent their days mourning. After some time,
they started to train themselves for safety. They traveled hiding as they knew that the
poachers would return back in search of them.

One day, when Kim and Brown were searching for food, they saw a female pangolin
hiding in a place. They went close to her and asked her about her information. Her name
was Seok. She said that she was alone and spending all the days alone.

Kim and Brown decided to take Seok with them to live together. Seok was also
ready to live with them. From that day, they lived together by feeding and spending the
days together with happiness.

One day, Brown was weeping a lot remembering her husband, Rio. Seok saw her
weeping and asked, “What’s the matter?” Kim walked in and shared everything that had
happened to his father. After hearing everything, Seok became very sad. She also started
training for safety. Now, Kim, Brown and Seok all three were aware and conscious about
the poacher in the forest.

Suddenly, Brown got very ill. She was not even able to talk smoothly. Kim and Seok
provide her with many facilities and take care of her. Since Brown was very ill, Kim and
Seok went in search for some medicinal herbs available in the forest.

When they were searching for the herbs the poacher was back in the forest. The
poacher was cleverly searching for the pangolins without making noise.

Suddenly, Seok turned back and saw the poacher. Seok informed Kim and both
of them ran away. The poacher also chased them and got very close to Kim. He tried to
catch the pangolin when suddenly Kim turned his body into a curve shape. The poacher
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tries to grab him, but he attacked the predator with his long pointed tail and the poacher
got injured.

When Kim tried to run along with Seok, the poacher again tried to grab Kim. Kim
suddenly created a very foul smell; the trick that he learned from his mother. The smell
was so foul that the poacher was not able to breathe.

Hurriedly Kim stood up and ran away with Seok. They finally were able to cross the
forest and reach the street area. They kept on running but the poacher was chasing them
with the same speed.

In the street, a person saw Kim and Seok running away from the human. The person
called the police and explained how a poacher was trying to catch a couple of pangolins.
The police immediately went after the poacher and finally arrested him. He was taken to
the prison while Kim and Seok were taken to a conservation area.

The police officer along with his team went in search of other pangolins in the forest.
They found a very ill Brown and treated her iliness. She was also then taken to the same
conservation area where Kim and Seok were staying. From that day, the three pangolins
spent their days happily.

OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO
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Hard Work Results

Pashpanjali Secondary School, Lalitpur

Once upon a time, in a far away land there lived a very poor person named
Rameshwor. He was very poor as he didn't go anywhere to work. He always used to go
to the woods and sing songs that were related to his life.

One day, he went to the woods and started singing. Suddenly, he saw a small
creature covered with scales in its body. The small creature was covered with scales
all over and had a long and sticky tongue which helped it to eat food and catch small
insects easily. Rameshwor was literally surprised because he had never seen any animal
like that. Slowly, he started to come to the woods just to see the small creature covered
with scales. When he wouldn't see the creature, he got very sad and returned back to
his place. He heard the old villagers saying that they also saw a creature covered with
scales all over the body and it was called Pangolin. They said that if they could sell the
animal, then they would be rich. Rameshwor happily started dreaming of becoming rich.
He thought that it might be hard to catch the animal, but still could try.

One day while searching for pangolin, he met some hunters who also came to
hunt pangolin. They decided that they would work together and search for the animal.
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Rameshwor saw the small creature for the second time. He was very happy. He chased
the small creature, but the Pangolin rolled into a ball and rolled away. Rameshwor ran
faster and caught the creature. He becomes happy, but he never knew that there were
teams in the forest who worked for conserving pangolin. They could clearly see that a
pangolin had been caught by Rameshwor. So, the team went near Rameshwor and said
him that pangolin was known to be living for past 80 million years in earth but now, with the
poaching they are the most endangered animal in the world. Rameshwor was surprised
after listening to the conservation team. He informed the hunters about pangolin and also
told them about the importance of conserving pangolin. After that, all the hunters also
with Rameshwor started working for the conservation of pangolin. They also established
an institution and named it "Save Pangolin." They worked very hard, day and night for
conserving the pangolins. After that, pangolins were safe from poaching. The government
decided to reward them for their hard work. The team received many awards from the
government at national level.

The team started to work to save pangolins at international level as well. After a lot
of hard work, the result was also very good. They were safe from being endangered from
the world. Thus, Rameshwor and his team received many awards from the national and
international level and Rameshwor was known worldwide for his hard work.

Every animal has their own importance. So, instead of killing other anmals, it is our
prime duty to save them from being endangered and save the world as well.

OO OO O OO OO O OO OO OO O OO0 OO O OO OO OO0 OO OO0
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Kathmandu

Pangolin and Its Conservation

- Yujina Aryal
Pushpanjali Secondary School, Lalitpur

Once upon a time there was a poor woodcutter named Hari. He had three children
and suffered providing enough food every day. His life had become more miserable after
his beloved wife passed away. He always used to go to the forest to cut woods. It was
his source of income. Once when he was cutting woods from a tall tree, he saw two
men running after a strange animal which he had never seen before in his life. It looked
like a mammal but its whole body was covered with scales. It curled around into a ball.
Hari was amused. He thought that the creature was in threat of the poachers. Hari was
astonished by the beauty of that creature. After sometime, the creature vanished from the
sight of Hari. He was on top of a tall tree so he was not noticed by the poachers, but he
overheard their conversation. One of them said "Oh no! We missed it again. If we could
sell, then we could make money.” The next one was not clear but the zeal of earning extra
money triggered Hari’s mind. He started imagining about getting rich. He started learning
about the animal. After much learning, Hari became confident for trafficking pangolins.
He learned that pangolins get active at night, so he prepared himself to do the task on full
moon night and went to the jungle without letting anyone know. Coincidently, the rescue
team of pangolin conservation was also in the area. Everything was visible due to the
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moon light. He saw the rescue team but misunderstood that they were poachers. Hari
thought about partnering to catch the animal. So, he went to the rescue team and asked
if he could help them. Without hesitation, the rescue team granted him permission. After
sometime, a pangolin appeared in front of him. He successfully caught it and ran away.
The rescue team realized that Hari was a poacher. They thought of shooting him but
one wise man among their team suggested catching him and made him understand the
importance of pangolin. The rescue team ran after him, and after a tiring run, caught him.

All of them were exhausted and sat down for a wise talk. Hari was told about the
importance of pangolin and how it helped in ecosystem. He was explained that his children
will have to suffer if an endangered animal like pangolin becomes extinct from earth. Hari
realized his mistake and regretted for his nonsense idea to earn money. He said that he
has already lost his life partner and now he couldn’t trouble his children. Immediately, he
started preaching about the importance of pangolin to all people around him. The task
was further carried out by his children as well.

Slowly, after a long time of conservation, the whole world became aware about
pangolins and they were no longer endangered.

If you try to harm others you will make your children suffer but if you try to protect
others the whole world will remember you as a savior.
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Pangolin the Savior

Dolphin English Secondary School, Lalitpur

Once upon a time, there was a kingdom called Champakpur. The king was
Champaknath. All the peoples of that kingdom lived happily. They helped the poor and
helpless people. The kingdom was near the dense forest where pangolins were found.

One day, the King announced the people of that kingdom that he was going to that
dense forest to see the pangolins because he had never seen it before. He planned in
going alone without any soldiers and weapons. All the people, soldiers, servants and his
wife were scared for him.

Opposite to that forest, there was another kingdom known as Katakpur and the king
of that kingdom was Kataknath. All the people of that kingdom lived sadly. They fought
with each other and had a lot of hatred amongst each other. Kataknath wanted to be the
king of both kingdoms; Champakpur and Katakpur. He was jealous of Champakpur’s
happiness and joy. One day, when he was sitting in his room, his soldiers came and told
him, “Your Majesty! Our enemy Champaknath is going to the dense forest alone without
his soldiers and weapons with him.” Hearing that, Kataknath got scared because he used
to go to that jungle and kill pangolin. He used to sell the scales of the pangolins illegally.
Kataknath got an idea. He told his soldiers to get ready to kill Champaknath the next day.
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Next day, the two kings went to the dense forest for different purposes, one to kill and
another to see a pangolin. Champaknath went alone in that jungle while Kataknath went
with his brave soldiers and weapons to kill the King of Champakpur. Champaknath walked
further in the forest but couldn’t see any pangolin. He was tired and ready to rest under
a big tree when he saw a baby pangolin behind him. It seemed to have been separated
from its mother. Champaknath took that baby pangolin to its mother. The mother pangolin
became very happy after seeing her baby back again.

Champaknath continued his search for more pangolins. He found many types of
pangolins while walking in forest. He ate fruits found in the jungle, drank water from the
river and rested in the forest for an hour.

While he was resting, Kataknath’s soldiers observed Champaknath. They came and
caught the resting Champaknath. They put him in a sack and took him to Kataknath.
Kataknath said, “Champaknath, get ready to die.” Kataknath took out his gun and shoot
Champaknath but he didn’t die because the mother pangolin which Champaknath had
helped earlier came to save him with her scales.

Then, Kataknath and his soldiers ran away from there. Champaknath returned to his
kingdom. The next day, he caught Kataknath and kept him in the prison. Champaknath
punished him badly and Champaknath marked his flag with a picture of pangolin. He
began to conserve pangolins for all his life.

Pangolin is "the savior" not the destructor of the world.

OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO O OO
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Conservation of Pangolin

- Anusuya Silwal
Crescent Acadamy English School, Lalitpur

This story belongs to the mid Asia where the weather is hot. It is very difficult to
survive for land animals due to increasing temperature.

Towards the middle of tropical forest, there is a special part named treasure
woodland. There lived many animals. Among them Mongoose, white Hare and Pangolins
were neighbor to each other.

Father Pangolin had a job in a far village to help the farmers. All the animals were
spending their life happily. But one day, white Hare became sick due to increasing
temperature. All the animals were worried about the health of white Hare. As we all know,
Pangolins were wise and helpful. Father Pangolin went around the forest. He collected
some herbs and medicinal plants to cure the white Hare. When white Hare was cured all
the animals became happy.

One day the forest was visited by the group of students with teachers for field
visiting. Visitors saw the Father Pangolin. They took him to the city because he was very
unique and attractive. Mother Pangolin was waiting for him for many days but wait never
ended. She stopped eating and smiling. She used to become sad every time. She started
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dreaming bad things every time. Once in her dream, she saw that Father Pangolin was
hung by women in her neck as an ornament. In her next dream, she saw that Father
Pangolin was being roasted in a frying pan of famous five star hotels. Mother Pangolin
became so scared and worried.

One day Mother Pangolin was visited by a farmer who used to offer a job for Father
Pangolin. Farmer knew the truth after visiting there and he planned to go city in search
of Father Pangolin. He went to city and took Father Pangolin back to the forest. All the
animals were missing him because he was like the guardian of the forest. All the animals,
mainly white Hare and mongoose surrounded him. He was asked a lot of questions
about his disappearance from the forest. When he was asked a question, he told that
he would tell all the incidents. According to him, he was taken by the group of visitors for
observation. They wanted to know about Pangolins.

He was taken to the city and kept in a small box. He was provided with less termites
and ants to eat. He didn't have space to wander around. He wasn't happy there. He
became sick. When he was facing these difficulties, farmer arrived there. He talked with
visitors and became angry with them. He found that other Pangolins were also kept in
other boxes. First of all, he took out Father Pangolin from the box and started finding other
Pangolins. Farmer told the visitors that Pangolins are the friends of humans. Farmers
also told the importance of Pangolins to them.

So, the visitors were convinced and started to work for the welfare of pangolins. They
prepare pamphlets, organize awareness program for humans. They collected donations
for the rehabilitation centre for pangolins and started planting more trees to maintain the
habitat of pangolins.

Visitors told Father Pangolin to stay in the centre, but he denied. He told that he
wanted to stay with Mother Pangolin and lived his life happily. Then he returned to the
forest with farmer.

When Father Pangolin ended his story, all the animals were silent. Mother Pangolin
started to cry. When she was crying, Father Pangolin told that there was nothing to be
worried about. He told that humans will help the Pangolins because humans are educated,
understanding and friendly.

From that time, humans and pangolins lived together sharing happiness.

OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO O OO
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- Kathmandu

Our Future - Pangolin

Shree Mangalodaya Secondary School, Kathmandu

Far away from the city there lived a family in which there was a daughter, a son and
a father. The children didn’t have a mother. The village where they lived was in between
a jungle where there were many other people. The family of three was very nice and well
behaved. They were very well known about the importance of environment and the roles
of various plants and animals in protecting environment. Everything was very good. They
didn’t hamper the flora and fauna.

One day, a rich business man came to the village to give the notice to leave the
village. The businessman wanted to cut down the forest and build industries. He also
wanted to smuggle pangolins found in the area for money. The man was in the poaching
business for a long time, but he wanted more.

When the family knew about it, they got offended and told everything to other
villagers. Firstly, the villagers tried to convince the businessman, but he was someone
who only thought of his profit. He didn't listen to the villagers. The villagers then went
to the government officers in ministry of forest and ministry of animals. There too, the
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villagers’ opinions and thoughts were not considered. This was because the businessman
was a friend to all of them. At the end of the day, the businessman was successful in his
planning.

The villagers were helpless. They went to other different villages and got separated
from each other. It became very difficult for them to adjust in new places. The family
also at the end had to migrate to another place. After some years, they worked hard
and started their new life. Farming was difficult because the land was not fertile as the
businessman had already built factories and smuggled pangolins.

We all know that Pangolin is the one animal that only has advantages but no
disadvantages to we humans. Due to lack of pangolin in the forest and the village, each
and every villager including that particular family suffered. Earlier, there used to be
pangolins that ate all the insects which destroyed the crops and increased the land’s
fertility. Without pangolins, all the crops and grains planted were destroyed by the insects.
In fact, the fertility rate of soil decreased as well.

Insects not only affected the farming of the plants but also affected the ecosystem and
environmental balance. Due to excessive amount and numbers of insects in environment,
they brought lots of problems to the lives of other animals and birds like cows, buffalos,
goats, pigeons, parrots, hens etc. After farming became impossible, animal husbandry
and bird-keeping were the only option remaining for survival which too slowly demised
due to the insects.

The lack of pangolin created lots of problem in that entire country and slowly spread
in other parts of world as well.

We humans are the creatures with extra wisdom, in comparison to other animals,
birds or insects. Those animals, birds and insects are helpless, but we can be the support
to them. If we come together to protect the Pangolins, we can definitely do it.

We need to stop all the business minded people like the one mentioned in the story
to conserve pangolins. Additionally, we students must change our habits and thoughts
because we are the upcoming generation who can either destroy the environment or
protect the environment.

Everything mentioned above has not happened yet, but if we continue to ignore the
pangolins, then this might be the reality and our upcoming generation might have to face
the consequences. Therefore, we must support all the different organizations working for
conservation as they have wide coverage in a nation or world itself.

If we never want to pay the price of what we haven't done, then how can we
compromise and let our future generation to face the price of what they haven't done?
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Introduction of Pangolin

- Kamal Nayan Silwal
Dolphin English Secondary School, Lalitpur

Pangolin is a small mammal. The name Pangolin came from the Latin word which
means to roll up. Pangolin is the animal which is nocturnal, so it does not harm any being.

Pangolin is the most trafficked mammal in the world right now. Pangolin lives by
eating ants and termites. Pangolins are very shy animals. There are 8 types of Pangolins
found in the world. They are Indian, Chinese, Sunda, Phillipine, Long- tailed, Giant,
Ground and Tree pangolin. Among the 8 Pangolins 4 are vulnerable, 2 are endangered
and other 2 are critically endangered.

. Body Structure

The Pangolins are very shy animals and when feel dangered, they crawl up their
body and become the shape of ball. They have sharp claw which help them to dig holes
and find pray easily. They have very long tails which is measured upto 40-45 cm. If they
fully extend their tongue, then it will be longer than their body parts. Their eyevision is too
low but their listening and smelling powers are good. Their tail is very short which helps
them to hang on the trees and find prays. Their scales are black. They have little same
shape of ears like human. They don't have teeth. Their scales are made of keratin which

is also found in human nails and hair.
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. Trafficking

The Pangolins are the most trafficked animals in the world right now. For some
decades, more than 10 million Pangolins are being trafficked illegally. It is believed that
the pangolins meat is used for making medicines. The Pangolins are especially trafficked
for their scales.

. What if extinct?

The Pangolins are nocturnal animal and don't harm anyone. If they exinct, then there
will be imbalance in the eco-system. The woods and wooden houses will be collapsed
due to more amounts of ants and termite.

. Food and Behavior

The foods of pangolin are especially ants and termites. A pangolin consumes 140
to 500 grams of ants and termites per day, and more than 10 million ant and termites per
year. They like to live alone and only reproduce once a year. They especially reproduce in
summer and autumn season. They are shy and nocturnal animals, and don't harm anyone.
They usually live in Jungle and especially live in holes, but some types of pangolins live
in trees. They crawl up into ball shape when felt dangered.

. Pangolins in Nepal

There are only two types of Pangolins found in Nepal. They are Chinese and Indian
Pangolin. In Nepal, the Pangolins are found in around 44 districts. Chinese pangolins
are found in 24 districts. If trafficked like this, the Indian pangolin will vanish by 90% and
the Chinese pangolin will vanish by 50% in near decade. In Nepal, many conservation
organizations are trying to save them.

. Advantage

The Pangolins are the animals which don't harm anyone. So, it is also an advantage
to us. It digs soil and makes the soil fertile. It also decreases the number of ants and
termites, and helps in balancing the eco-system.

. NGOs and INGOs

The NGOS and INGOS like WWF, NTNC, SMCRF, ZSL are playing a vital role for
saving the pangolins. They are giving and announcing different punishments and rules
against the ones who try to traffick pangolins. In Nepal, if anyone is found trafficking
pangolins or its body parts, then there is the penalty of 1 lakh or 1 year to 10 years of
prison or both.

. Conclusion

We should save pangolin. Pangolins are the savior, not the destroyer. They play a
vital role for balancing the ecosystem. There have been many mammals’ extinction in
this world, and if we don't save pangolin, then we can only see their pictures, same as of
dinosaurs.
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Pangolin is a mammal covered with horny overlapping scales. Pangolins have
hard protective scales which is made of keratin. They live in hollow trees and burrows,
depending on its species. They are only one mammal with these features. They tend to
be solitary mammals. There are different types of Pangolins, but they are divided into
eight types.

They are listed below:
1. Sunda Pangolin
Giant Pangolin
Tree Pangolin
Ground Pangolin

Philipine Pangolin
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Indian Pangolin
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7.  Chinese Pangolin

8. Long tailed Pangolin

All animals, human beings, birds and insects have their own scientific name.
Similarly, pangolin has its own scientific name. The scientific name of pangolin is "Manis."
Their tongue is about 40-50 centimeters long. They eat ants and termites as food, which
they capture by the long sticky tongue. They make the soil fertile. They are peace-loving
animals. They don't harm the people. They are the friends of farmers in the field as they
control ants. If any person Kills or injures pangolin, then s/he will be charged 1 lakh and
they will be kept in prison for 1 to 10 years. They are very small, but their scales are very
strong. The lion also can't kill pangolins because of their scales.

The people of different organization are trying to protect the pangolin. If they do not
conseve the pangolin, our future generation can't see the pangolin.

If we see the pangolin, we should immediately call the police and the organizations
working in pangolin conservation.

We should protect and conserve the Pangolin for the betterment of soil, and for the
future. So, we should be a savior not a destructor.

OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO0

%R | @er FoEn FHaw






Blrelic e il AY6)

EISEICES *IéHISQiJ, BRI

R ¥¥3¥5R0

ZHA: hariyobanprogram@wwfnepal.org
JedrEe: www.wwinepal.org

AT TG JION FRE0r qer
ATIE FISISYA

T SR T Q0%R, FISATS!, AU
THA: info@smerf.org

JedrEe: www.smerf.org



